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To all whom it may concermn:

Be itknown thatI, CHARLES F. STEINKAMP,
a citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Goleonda,in the countyof Pope and
State of Illinois, have invented certain new
and useful Improvementsin Wire-Stretchers,
of which the following is a specification, ref-
erence being had therein to the accompany-
ing drawings.

My improvement in wire-stretchers eonsists
in the novel structure, combination, and ar-
rangement of the parts whereby is produced a
very efficient implement for stretching wires,
substantially as hereinafter more fully de-
scribed,and shown in theaccompanying draw-
ings, in which—

Figure 1 is a view in perspective. TIig.2is
alongitudinal side view, and Fig. 3 is an end
view of the same. '

In the drawings, A indicates the stock or
shank, having at or near its end & right-an-
gular projection A’, designed to support an
arm A? which is pivotally secured thereto by
means of the pivotal pin ¢. This arm A?is
provided with an extension b* at oneend and
a curved locking-jaw b at the other, having a
milled or roughened surface, adapted to co-
operate with a similarly-milled surface of a
horizontal locking-jaw E of the stock orshank
A to securely hold the wire, which is caught
between said jaws, asis clearly shown in Fig. 1.

A gliding plate or lever D, having a right-
angular arm D’, pivotally secured by the pin
d on the extension b* at the upper endof the
arm A? is connected to the stock orshank by

- means of the sliding connection,consisting of

a pin or stud C, projecting from the stock or
shank A through a slot B of the lever D,
whereby said lever D is guided and limited
in its movement, as will be readily under-
stood. 'The end of the sliding plate or lever
D is tapered and rounded at ¢ and provided
with a ring T for the purpose of attaching or
suspending the tool from a belt.

The operation of the invention is as fol-
lows: As the sliding plate or lever is pushed
forward it causes a reverse movement of the
curved locking-jaw b, thereby increasing the
distance between the milled or roughened sur-
face sufficiently to allow for the passage of
the wire, and immediately on engaging, the
operator pulls on the ring F, thus transmit-
ting motion to the locking-jaw, causing it to
bind or clamp the wire, as will be obvious.

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

A wire-stretcher consisting of an L-shaped
body-plate A A’,lyingupon asimilarly-formed
handle-plate D D’, the arms A D being held
to slide upon each other by a pin and slot, a
stationary clamping-jaw secured to the body-
plate opposite arm A’, and an eccentric jaw
connected by separate pivots to arms A" D/,
all substantially as shown.

Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

} CHAS. T. STEINKAMP.
Witnesses:
E. E. RENSHAW,
HENRY HART.
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