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Application filed March 26, 1897,

To all whom it may concery:

Be it khown that I, FANNIE C. LARIMER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Los
Angeles, in the county of Los Angeles and
State of California, haveinvented a new and
useful Clasp for Flexible Fabrics, of which the
following is a specification.

The object of this invention is to provide a
very cheap, simple, and convenient clasp
which will be suitable for fastening flexible
fabriestogether ortoironing-boards and other
fixed supports. The device is suitable for
such use, for example, as to fasten children’s
covering to eribs or bed-frames and also as a
clasp for stocking and skirt supporters.

Oneadvantage designed to be gained by my
invention is to provide a clasp which is espe-
cially adapted to be easily fastened to iron-
ing-boardstoserveasaclasp forironing-board
covers and which will not be in the way and
willnot be liable to cateh and hold or tear fab-
ries being ironed and which will not be liable
to become unclasped accidentally, but which
will be very easy to clasp and unclasp both
tightly - drawn and loose fabries indiserimi-
nagely.

Oneobject is to form the entire clasp of but
two single integral parts, which can each be
formed by stamping. 1 do away with all ne-
cessity ‘of assembling and riveting parts to
form the clasp.

Another object is to make provision for
easily releasing the clasp.

My invention comprises a clasp composed
of twotrough-shaped members contracted and
outwardly flanged at their mouths and nested
together, one or both of said members being
resilient. Hach of the members has a eurved
cross-sectional contour contracted at the base
and is provided at the base with a laterally-
projecting attaching-flange at one or both
sides of the base, and the other member is a
trough-shaped spring approximately fitting
the base, but leaving sufficient space between
the two to accommodate the fabric to be
clamped. .

Myinventionincludestheseveral parts con-
structed substantially as herein set forth, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, which illustrate my inventicn.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my clasp
as applied toan ironing-board, a fragment of

Serial No. 629,422, (No model)

which is shown with a portion of the ironing-
board coverclaspedin place. - IFig. 2isa cross-
section through the hole 5. Fig. 3 ig a detail
showing the members of the clasp separate
and the inside or base member provided with
pointsintegral with the attaching projections.
Fig. 4 shows the appliance arranged for use
as a skirt-supporter. Fig. 5is alongitudinal
section of aclaspmadeslightly tapering. Line
5 5, Fig. 2, shows the line of section.

A indicates a sheet-metal trough-shaped
member with lateral base-flanges a ¢, one or
bothhavingsuitable means—such astheholes
or slots 1 or points 2, for fastening the same
toastrap, agarment, orironing-board or other
support.

B indicates a spring sheet-metal trough ap-
proximately fitting upon the inner or base
member A and provided with lateral wingsdb'.

Inpractical use onanironing-board the base
member A is fastened to the ironing-board or
other support by suitable means, such as the
points 2 or by tacks 3, driven through the
holes in the base-flanges. A sufficient num-
ber of these bases are placed along the oppo-
site edges of the under side of the ironing-
board D to hold the cover E.

To clasp the cloth or cover, the cloth is first
placed on the body portion of the base,
(marked A in the drawings,) and then the
trough B is sprung into place over the cloth
and body of the base. The trough B is of
such size in relation to the body of -the base
that ifs edges will extend into the recess or de-
pressions 4 between the swell of the body and
the flanges a o', but will leave sufficient space
between the edges or wings b b’ of the trough
and the base-flanges @ a’ to accommodate the
fabric which is to be clamped in place without
springing the jawsor sides of the trough apart
so much as toloosen the hold of thelips of the
trough on the fabrie. The wingsb b’ are curved
outward, soastoreadily receive and slide over
the rounded portion of the base member A.
The two members of the clasp are outwardly
flanged, as at a o' ¢’ ' 60" b b, to afford
means for handling and fastening the mem-
bers. The cloth will be fastened first at one

edge and will then be drawn tight over the
ironing-board and clamped by the clamps on
the other edge.

The clamp can be easily released by sliding
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the trough along the tube of the baseand thus
off from such tube. .The two members may
be made slightly tapering, as indicated in

Fig. 5, so that when started the other mem- |

ber can be readily slid off. The lateral wings
b of the trough B serve as handles for this
purpose; but for greater convenience and
ease of removal I provide a thumb-nail hole
5 in the bottom of the trough B, so that the
user can insert the thumb-nail or any suit-
able instrument in the hole, and thus slide
the trough off. This hole, being in the bot-

tom of the troungh midway between the oppo-

site edges, causes the force in removing the
trough to slide the trough off without canting
the trough, and thereby causing any undune
friction.

The clasp can be used to fasten two flexi-
ble parts together and can also be used as a

hose-supporter or a skirt-supporter, a fold of*

the garment being clasped in between the two
members. In the form shown in Fig. 4 the
base or inner member A’ has a wide flange ¢’
and a narrower flange or wing «'", the wide

flange ¢” being provided with a slot [ for a
strap F. The other flange a'” prevents the

outer member B’ from twisting on the body
of A’, and thus releasing the clasped fabric.
The trough-shaped member B3’ is provided
with a slotted flange 0" and strap F', being
passed through the slot I' in such flange, thus
forming a desirable clasp for a dress or stock-
ing supporter.

642,236

In practical use the sizes of different clasps
will vary aceording to various uses for which
they may be designed. For ahose-supporter
a quarter of an inch in diameter and a half-
inch in length will be suitable. The outer
member may be made fo fit the inner mem-
ber more or less loosely, according to the
thickness of the fabrie to be elamped.

Now, having described my invention,what
Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— .

1. A clasp composed of two trough-shaped
members, one of which has a curved cross-
sectional contour contracted at the mouth of
the trough, and having one limb provided at
the mouth of the trough with a lateral attach-
ing-flange; and the other of which members
isatrough-shaped springsubstantially fitting
the first-mentioned member above said flange
substantially as set forth.

2. A clasp for fabrics comprising two inte-
gral resilient trough - shaped members of
curved cross-sectional contour contracted at
the mouths of the trough and there provided
with laterally - projecting attaching - flanges

and being of such size relative to each other’

as to leave a sufficient space between the two
members to accommodate the fabrie to be
clamped substantially as set forth. ,
FANNIE C LARIMER.
Witnesses:
JAMES R. TOWNSEND,
F. M. TOWNSEND.
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