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Box No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

L. |:| Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. |:| Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. |:| Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
See extra sheet.

L. |:| As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. |:| As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. |:| No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest |:| The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable,
the payment of a protest fee.

|:| The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

|:| No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

A process for producing an isocyanate compound is known to persons
skilled in the art, as disclosed in Documents D1 to D4 shown below.

Thus, the common method between claiml and claim 10 cannot be regarded
as a special technical feature (a technical feature which makes a
contribution over the prior art). Therefore, there is no technical
relationship involving any special technical feature among the
inventions of claims 1-10.

Consequently, it is considered that claims 1-10 of the present
international applicationincludethe followingtwo groups of inventions
which have different special technical features.

(1) A process for producing an isocyanate compound, which comprises
reacting a nitro group in a nitro compound with carbon monoxide by using
a catalyst inareaction systemusing carbon dioxide as a reaction medium
inthepresenceof a solvent, thereby synthesizingan isocyanate compound
having an isocyanate group; and a production apparatus for the method
(claims 1-9).

(2) An apparatus for producing an isocyanate compound, which
comprises: aflowreactor equippedwitha flowpath inwhichrawmaterials
are reacted with each other continuously; a temperature-elevating unit
for elevating the temperature in the flow reactor and maintaining the
flow reactor at the elevated temperature; a raw material supply unit
for supplying raw materials continuously from an end part of the flow
reactor into the flow path; and a collection unit for collecting the
isocyanate compound continuously from the other end part of the flow
reactor (claim 10).

Dl1: JP 63-60960 A (Mitsubishi Gas Chemical Co., Inc.) 17 March 1988
(17.03.1988)

D2: JP 56-68653 A (Mitsui Toatsu Chemicals, Inc.) 09 June 1981
(09.06.1981)

D3: JP 48-64048 A (Sumitomo Chemical Co., Ltd.) 05 September 1973
(05.09.1973)

D4: JP 47-11055 Bl (Orin Machison Chemical Corp.) 04 April 1972
(04.04.1972)
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