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ABSTRACT: The disclosed toaster has two opposite sidewalls
each formed of an ornamental panel slidable into grooves on
two end walls through a slot on top or bottom wall. Two hol-
ders arg disposed at both ends of each groove to hold the as-
sociated panel in the grooves. The holders are released to
remove the panels from the toaster. Alternatively the two
panels may slide into the grooves from below and is supported
by two power holders screwed to the toaster.
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1
BREAD TOASTER

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to improvements in bread toasters.

Lately, bread toasters have the tendency to include a pair of
opposite lateral panels each having a picture, the grain of
wood, or flower patterns disposed thereon improve the design
effect thereof thereby to provide a pleasant atmosphere at the
particular table. The conventional type of bread toasters
referred to has generally comprised side and top plates formed
of a single bent piece of any suitable sheet metal. This has
resulted in the disadvantage that only the side panel is
prohibited from being removed at will from the main body of
the toaster leading to the restriction of the picture or the pat-
terns to a single kind, and that as the toasters are used on the
table butter and/or jam in many cases may incidently stick to
the side panel or panels to contaminate the picture or pictures
or the like thereon resulting in troublésome cleaning of the
contaminated panel or panels.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly it is a general object of the invention to provide
a new and improved bread toaster including a pair of orna-
mental side panels detachably secured to the main body
thereof for the purpose of permitting the user to selectively ex-
pose various pictures and/or patterns to the external surfaces
of the toaster, to select from a plurality of pictures and pat-
terns one for each lateral panel suiting his or her taste, or to al-
ternately use a plurality of pictures and patterns preliminarily
prepared for the purpose of imparting a variety of variations in
appearance to the toaster.

It is another object of the invention to provide a new and
improved bread toaster in which either or both of ornamental
lateral panels to which butter and/or jam might stick to con-
taminate a picture or pictures or patterns or patterns thereon
can rapidly be removed from the main body of the toaster and
washed with water for the purpose of continuously maintain-
ing the toaster clean through the rinsing of the contaminated
panel or panels.

Itis an additional object of the invention to provide a bread
toaster having a pair of ornamental lateral panels detachably
secured to the main body thereof, and improved means for fix-
ing the ornamental lateral panels to the main toaster body in
simple manner.

The invention accomplishes these and other objects by the
provision of a bread toasting device comprising a pair of end
wall plates disposed in opposite relationship to maintain a
predetermined distance therebetween, a bottom wall plate
connecting the pair of end wall plates at the lower ends to
each other, a top wall plate extending across the upper ends of
the end wall plates and having centrally disposed thereon
opening means for inserting a piece of bread into the device. A
pair of ornamental lateral panels having ornamental articles
are disposed on the outer surfaces thereof respectively,
characterized in that each of the end wall plates is provided on
the opposite lateral edges of that surface thereof facing the
other end wall plate with a pair of longitudinal grooves facing
those on the other end wall plate respectively. One of the or-
namental lateral panels is detachably slidable into each pair of
the facing grooves on the end wall plates to cover each of op-
posite open lateral faces of a toasting compartment defined by
the end wall plates, the bottom wall plate and the top wall
plate, and holding means are provided for detachably holding
the ornamental side panels in their locations.

The top wall plate may be preferably provided on the op-
posite lateral edges with a pair of elongated slots through
which the respective ornamental lateral panels are inserted
into the associated pairs of the grooves on the end wall plates
and a pair of turnable holding members may be disposed at
both ends of each of the elongated slots on the top wall plate.
Each of the holding members has its operating position where
it is substantially flush with the outer surface of the top wall
plate to restrain the upper end of the associated ornamental
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2
lateral panel inserted into the grooves on the end wall plates
and its in operative position erected substantially perpendicu-
larly to the outer surface of the top wall plate to permit the as-
sociated ornamental lateral panel to be pulled out from the
device.

The bottom wall plate may be advantageously provided on
the opposite lateral edges with a pair of elongated slots
through which the respective ornamental lateral panels are in-
serted into the associated pairs of the grooves on the end wall
plate respectively, and a pair of supporting legs are detachably
secured to the bottom wall plate at both ends of each of the
elongated slots to restrain the lower end of the associated or-
namental lateral panel.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention will become more readily apparent from the
following detailed description taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a bread toaster constructed
in accordance with the principles of the invention as viewed
obliquely from above;

FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view of the toaster shown
in FIG. 1 illustrating both the ornamental side panels pulled
upwardly from the main body thereof with a part broke away;

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of a modification of the inven-
tion as viewed obliquely from below;

FIG. 4 an exploded perspective view of the device shown in
FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 is a sectional view taken along the line V-V of FIG.
3

FIG. 6 is a sectional view taken along the line VI-VI of FIG.
3;and

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of another modification of the
invention as viewed obliquely from below.

Throughout the various FIGS. of the drawing like reference
numerals designate the corresponding or similar components.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

Referring now to the drawings and FIGS. 1 and 2 in particu-
lar, there is illustrated a bread toaster constructed in ac-
cordance with the principles of the invention. The arrange-
ment illustrated comprises a main body generally designated
by the reference numeral 10 formed of any suitable plastic
such a phenol resin into a substantially U-shaped cross section
by a moulding technique. The main body 10 includes a pair of
opposed end wall plates 12, 12 and a bottom wall plate 14
connecting the end wall plates to each other, with a handle 16
projecting outwardly beyond the upper end of each end wall
plate. An upper wall plate 18 of any suitable sheet metal is fix-
edly secured at both ends to the end wall plates 12, 12 so as to
extend across and be substantially flush with the latter plates.
The upper wall plate 18 is provided with a pair of elongated
slots 20 centrally disposed in spaced parallet relationship
providing a pair of openings through which pieces of bread are
placed in the toaster for toasting.

The main body 19 or the end and bottom wall plates 12 and
14 along with the upper wall plate 18 define a toasting com-
partment 22 having a pair of opposite open lateral faces. The
end and bottom wall plates 12 and 14 respectively have a U-
shaped frame 24 inwardly projecting therefrom an each of the
opposite lateral edges or an each of the opposite open lateral
faces of the toasting compartment 22 and having centrally
disposed thereon a continuous groove 26 for the purpose as
will be apparent hereinafter. The top wall plate 18 is provided
on the opposite lateral edges with a pair of elongated slots 30
extending in spaced parallel relationship and aligned with the
bottom portions of the U-shaped groove 26. The slot 28 is sub-
stantially equal in width to the holding groove 26 and extends
from the bottom of one of the leg portions to that of the other
leg portion of the “U" 26.

A pair of pivotable holding members 30 are disposed at
both extremities of each slot 28 and have their operative posi-
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tion where they are substantially flush with the outer surface
of the top wall plate 18 to cover both end portions of that slot
as shown in FIG. 1 and another operative position where they
are disposed substantially perpendicularly to the outer surface
of the top wall plate 18 to render the slot substantially equal in
length to the bottom portion of the U-shaped groove 24 as
shown in FIG. 2. The holding members 30 may be preferably
made from those portions adjacent to the ends of the slots 30
of the top plate 18 upon forming the slots.

A pair of omamental lateral panels 32 are slidable into the
respective holding grooves 24 through the associated slots 28
to close the opposite open faces of the toasting compartment
22. The ornamental panel can be prepared by cutting a suita-
ble sheet metal into a dimension just sufficient to be held by
the U-shaped groove 24 and printing any desired ornamental
article 34 such as a colored picture or flower patterns on the
outer surface of cut sheet followed by the application of a
clear lacquer on that surface. )

As shown in FIG. 2, a pair of L-shaped mounting brackets
36 are fixedly secured in opposite relationship to the inner sur-
face of the bottom wall plate 14 adjacent the opposite end and
a heating element 38 of the conventional construction is sand-
wiched between the brackets 36 for toasting. An operating
knob 40 movably extends through one of the end wall plates
12 in this example the right-hand plate as viewed in FIGS. 1 or
2 for vertical movement and serves to raise and lower pieces
of bread within the toasting compartment 22. A switch 42 is
suitably disposed between the end wall plate 12 associated
with the knob 40 and the adjacent bracket 36 in order to turn
ON and OFF an electric circuit with the heating element 38 in
response to the lowering and raising of a piece or pieces of
bread within the toasting compartment 22.

With the holding members 30 in their erected or vertical
position as illustrated in FIG. 2, the pair of ornamental lateral
panels 32 are slid into the respective slots 28 until they are
held on the two sides and at the bottom by the U-shpaed hold-
ing groove 26 thereby to close both the open lateral faces of
the toasting compartment 22 defined by the U-shaped frame
24 while at the same time the pictures or patterns 34 are ex-
posed to areas enclosed by the frames 24 and the top plate 18.
Then the individual stops or holding members 30 are put in
their inoperative position within the associated slots 28 to
push the upper ends of the ornamental panels 32 downwardly
ensuring that those panels are fixed in place on the main
toaster body 10. If it is desired to remove the ornamental
panel or panels. for washing or exchanging purpose, it is
required only to raise the associated holding members 30 after
which the panel or panels can be manually pulled out from the
main toaster body 10.

In FIGS. 3 through 6 wherein a modification of the inven-
tion is illustrated, the top wall plate 18 includes a pair of op-
posite lateral end portions each downwardly bent to form a
lower edge 44 of inverted L-shape as shown in FIG. §. Each of
the end wall plates 12 is provided on the internal surface or
that surface facing the other end plate with a pair of holding
groove 46 longitudinally running in parallel relationship or the
opposite lateral edges. Each of the grooves 46 reaches one
end, in this case, the lower end of the end wall plates 12 and
terminates short of the upper end thereof. Also, the holding
grooves 46 on each of the end wall plates 12 are face those on
the other end plate.

A pair of L-shaped brackets 36 are fixedly disposed in op-
posite relationship between the end plates by having the
respective cross legs of the **U’s" secured to the inner surfaces
of the associated end wall plates rather than to the bottom sur-
face of the device. The cross leg of the U™ is provided ad-
jacent the end with three spaced threaded holes 48 (see FIG.
4).

An ornamental lateral panel 32 similar to that previously
described in conjunction with FIGS. 1 and 2 are slid into each
pair of facing grooves 46 on the end wall plates 12 from below
until it abuts on the inside of the upper end portion against the
inverted L-shaped edge 44 of the top wall plate 18 as shown in
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FIG. 5. Then a lower ornamental plate generally designated by
the reference numeral 50 abuts against the lower end of each
panel 32. The lower ornamental plate 50 is formed of any
suitable sheet metal bent into a generally L-shaped cross sec-
tion having an L-shaped upwardly directed extension 52
disposed at the upper end. The lower leg of the ““U" 5@ is pro-
vided adjacent both ends with a pair of holes 54 respectively.
As shown in FIG. 6, the lower ornamental plate 50 has the ex-
tension 52 abutting against the inside of the lower end portion
of each panel 32 and rigidly secured to the brackets 36 by
mounting screws 56 extending through the holes 52 on the
plate 50 and screw threaded into the threaded holes 48 on the
brackets 36. This ensures that the ornamental lateral panels
32 is prevented from moving longitudinally of the end wall
plates 12. Also the lower ornamental plates 50 serve to rein-
force the power portion of the main toaster body because they
are screwed to the brackets. In addition the plates 50 attain
the ornamental purpose.

Between the lower ornamental plates 50, a bottom plate 58
is detachably secured to the brackets 36 by locking screws 60
screw threaded into the central holes 54 on the brackets to
close the bottom of the toaster. In other respects, the arrange-
ment is substantially identical to that illustrated in FIGS. 1 and
2.

If it is desired to remove the ornamental panels 32 from the
toaster then it is required only to unscrew the fastening screws
56 and remove the lower ornamental plates 50, leading in
readiness for removing the panel from the main toaster body
10.

An arrangement shown in FIG. 7 is substantially similar to
that illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2 except for a pair of elongated
slots 62 being disposed in spaced parallel relationship on the
opposite lateral edges of the bottom wall plate 14 rather than
of the top wall plate 12 for the purpose of sliding the ornamen-
tal lateral panels 32 into the grooves 26 on the end wall plates
12 from below. FIG. 7 shows one of the ornamental lateral
panels 32 being pulled out from the main toaster body 10.
Further one pair of supporting legs 64 are detachably secured
to the bottom wall plate 14 at both ends of the each slot 62 by
any suitable means.

Thus it will be appreciated that after the ornamental lateral
panels 32 have been slided into the associated grooves 26, the
legs 64 can be secured to the bottom wall plate 14 to hold the
panels 32 inserted into the grooves 26. The removal of the legs
64 permits the panels 32 to be pulled out from toaster for
washing or exchanging purpose.

From the foregoing it will be appreciated that the objects of
the invention have been accomplished by the provision of or-
namental lateral panels adapted to be detachably slided into
by lateral grooves on a pair of end wall plates and simple
means for holding the panels in place.

We claim:

1. In a bread toasting device comprising a pair of end wall
plates disposed in opposite relationship to maintain a
predetermined distance therebetween, a bottom wall plate
connecting said pair of end wall plates to each other, a top
wall plate extending across the upper ends of said end wall
plates and having centrally disposed thereon opening means
for inserting pieces of bread into the device, and a pair of or-
namental lateral panels having ornamental articles disposed
on the outer surfaces thereof respectively, the combination of
a pair of longitudinal grooves disposed on the opposite lateral
edges of that surface of each of said end wall plates facing the
other end wall plate, a toasting compartment defined by said
end wall plates, said bottom wall plate and said top wall plate
having a pair of opposite open lateral faces, one of said orna-
mental lateral panels being detachably slidable into each pair
of facing grooves on said end wall plates to cover each of said
open lateral faces, holding means for detachably holding said
ornamental lateral panels in their locations said top wall plate
having on the opposite lateral edges a pair of elongated slots
through which the respective ornamental lateral panels are in-
serted into the associated pairs of grooves on said end wall
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plates, and said holding means comprising pivotable holding
members disposed at both ends of each of said elongated slots
on said top wall plate and having an operative position where
said holding members restrain the upper end of the associated
ornamental lateral panel inserted into said grooves on said end
wall plates and another position in which the associated orna-
mental lateral panel is permitted to be pulled out from the
device.

2. In a toaster comprising, a pair of end walls, means defin-
ing a bottom on the toaster connecting the end walls holding
them spaced from each other in opposed relationship, a top
extending across a space between the end walls, said top hav-
ing a pair of laterally spaced slots, for each slot a pivotabic
holding member for one end of a respective slot operable to a
first position for opening an end portion of a respective slot as
a continuation of the slot and operable to a second position
closing said end portion of said slot and corresponding to a
holding position, and for each slot a panel slidable through a
respective slot when the holding means in the first position
positionable as a sidewall of said toaster extending between
the top and the bottom of the toaster, each panel being dimen-
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sioned to be engaged and restrained at an upper end thereof
and releasably held in position by the holding member of a
respective slot when said holding member in its second posi-
tion corresponding to a holding position, said sidewalls, top,
bottom and the side panels defining a compartment for receiv-
ing a heating element therein and the top having at least one
opening disposed inwardly of said slots providing communica-
tion with the interior of said toaster for inserting into said
compartment an article to be toasted.

3. In a toaster according to claim 2, in which each panel has
a decorative major face surface disposed facing outwardly
when the panel is assembled into said toaster.

4. In a toaster according to claim 2, including legs detacha-
ble secured to said bottom at ends corresponding to ends at
which the end walls are disposed.

5. In a toaster according to claim 2, in which each of said
end walls have spaced slots for receiving a respective panel
and disposed aligned with a corresponding one of the first
mentioned slots for releasably holding a respective panel in as-
sembly with said top, end walls and bottom.
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