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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, MORRIS F. LANGFELD,
of the city and county of Philadelphia, and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented an Im-
provement in Bankers’ Cases, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.’

My invention has reference to bankers’ cases
and like articles; and it consists in certain im-
provements fully set forth in the following
specification and shown in the accompanying
drawings, which form part thereof. '

It hasbeen customary to make bankers’ cases
with a single holding or binding strap, which
is secured at one end to the flap of the case,
and having the other end free for encircling
the case and fastening through bars. The ob-
Jjection to this is that when the case is open
there is no means of holding it from spreading
out or expanding, and, furthermore, the strap
has to be made long enough for the case when
packed full, and consequently will be too long
when the case is almost empty.. To overcome
the first of these defects, it has been proposed
to apply to suchacase two additional bottom-
sustaining straps, arranged on each side of the
main holding or binding strap and attached
to the body of the case on front and back with
provision foradjustment. Theadjustable bot-
tom-sustaining straps will prevent the expan-
sion of the case beyond given limits; but they
will not overcome the objectionable features
of the fixed length of binding-strap. Another
defect in such a coustruction as here set outis
that there are three distinct straps to arrange
and keep in order, and they are so constructed
as to be objectionable, in that they present pro-
jecting parts which areliable to become caught

- and injured,
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The object of my invention is to simplify
the entire construetion of the means employed

- for acecomplishing the adjustment of the ex-
: pansibility of the case and to overcome en-
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tirely the necessity of employing the same
length of binding or holding strap for varying
thicknesses of the case. C
- In carrying out my invention I provide an

" ordinary banker’s ease with a single central

binding or holding strap at its middle, and

" which strap is secured to it by an adjustable

. 50

connection at one end, so that the strap may
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be readily lengthened or shortened to suit the

varying thickness of thecase due to the chang-

ing of the contents. In practice I prefer to
secure one end of this holding-strap to the
body of the case under the flap or cover by
an adjustable connection and pass the strap
down and around the bottom of the case and

‘then up and through a bar, admitting of ad-

justment. Thiswill prevent nundue expansion
of the case at the bottom when opening it,and
the strap ean be lengthened or shortened, so
that the varying thickness of the case may be
compensated for and no objectionable and use-
less strap-length will be necessary. Besides
these features the adjustable connection of the
strap with the case is concealed and protected
by the flap or cover, and there is nothing
needlessly exposed to be caught or injured.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of my improved banker’s case open.
Fig. 2 is an end view of same closed. Fig. 3
is.a plan view of theholding or binding strap
removed. Figs. 4 and 5 areside elevations of
modifications of my invention, and Fig. 6 is
also a modification of my invention. v

The case consists of the front part, A, the
back part, B, the intermediate bellows fold-
pockets, C, and the cover or flap D, combined
with a holding or binding strap; and it is to
this latter that my invention isdirected.. The
front part, A, of the case and in its middle is
provided with two or more transverse bars,
E, the lowermost of which is preferably the
stronger. - These bars are arranged one above
the other, as shown. The back B is provided
with a heavy bar, (&, of similar construction
near its bottom, and the flap orcover D isalso
provided with a similar bar. The holding or
binding strap is shown in Fig. 8; and it con-
sists of the long body part F, of uniform width,
andthe T-shaped head f. Thisstrapispassed
under the bars B, G, and H in succession, and
when the case is closed - the end of said strap
passes under the bar G a seeond time to seal
the case. The head f of the strap catches on
the bars I, and by passing thestrap F through
one, two, or more of said bars E its avaiiable
length may be lengthened or shortened to suit
the contents of the case. 'When the case has
but little in it, the strap is passed through all
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three bars E, and as it is filled more the strap
is drawn out and reinserted through but two
of the bars E or one, as required. The object
of this is self-apparent, and will be found in
the fact that if the adjustment shown in Figs.
1 and 2 is right for the case when empty or
when holding only a few papers the end of the
strap I' will have its free end nicely held in
the bar G, and if the case is very full and the
strap is adjusted to the lowermost bar I, then
the free end of the strap will still be received
by the bar G in the same relation. From this
it is evident that the adjustment of the avail-
able length of strap is proportional to the in-
crease in size of the case, according to whether
it is empty or filled, and in no case is there an
cxceess of loose strap to be taken care of.

Tn the modification shown in Fig. 4,in place
of the bars E and head f of the strap, buckles
I’ are employed, inwhich the end of the strap
T may be secured and adjusted as before. In
this instance the case is shown as being full
and the strap F lengthened to its full extent.
In the case of IMig. 5 we have but one buckle,
T/, and the strap made with several holes in
its end, and thus the strap may be lengthened
or shortened, as desired. In all of these in-
stances it will be observed that the means for
adjusting the strap are under the flap D, and
are thus protected and offer no obstruction on
the outside, whichis avery important feature.

It will be noticed that all of the bars B, G,
and H are fastened securely at both ends, and
are therefore very strong and durable, and the
strap F cannot become accidentally displaced.

The strap T, passing through the lowermost
bar B and the bar G and around the bottom
of the case, acts as a limiting means to its ex-
paunsion,and formsa kind of hinge upon which
to open it, sustaining the part C when full. It
is evident that in place of one strap two may
be used, if desired; bat I have found that in
practice one is amply sufficient.

If desired, the casec may be provided on its
back and fat with the cross-bars G and E, as
shown in Fig. 4, so that the strap F may be
adjusted from one bar to the next to suit the
necessary adjustment as to its length to corre-
spoud to the varying thickness of the case. In
all of these coustruetions it is clear that we
have a banker’s case combined with a binding
or holding strap adjustably secured theretc,
and which feature constitutes my invention,
broadly.

Having now deseribed my invention, what 1

claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— .

1. A banker’s case having a series of fixec
bars upon its face,arranged oneabove the other,
and a single bar upon its back, in combination
with a binding-strap having a length greater
than the circumfercnce of the case when filled,
and having one end provided with a head to
catch on one of said first-mentioned bars, and
in which the said strap is of less width through-

out its length (except its head) than the width’

of opening in the bars, and is threaded through
said barsand entirely encireling the case when
sealed.

2. A banker’s case, combined with a long
binding or holding strap passing around it
and adjustably secured at one end to the case
under the front {lap or cover, which acts as a
protection and conceals the adjustable end of
the strap.

3. A banker’s case having its back provided
with a bar, G, in combipation with a long bind-
ing and holding strap adjustably connected to
the face of the case under the flap and protected
thereby, and passing under the bottom of the
case and through the bar at the back, and hav-
ing sufficient length to encircle the case to
seal it.

4, A banker’s case having the face provided
with two or more transverse bars, I, arranged
one above the other under the flap, and the
bar G on the back, said bars being arranged
in the middle of the ease, in combination with
the long binding or holding strap F, adapted
to entirely encirele the case, and having pro-
jections at one end, forming a head to catch
upon the first bar through which it is passed,
and passing under the case and up through
the bar G.

5. A banker’s case provided with a flap, and
having a number of transverse bars arranged

one above the other and permanently fixed to.

the case at each end, combined with a bind-
ing-strap of a length greater than the circum-
ference of the case, and having a less width
than the openings formed by said bars except
at one end,thesaid strap passing through said
bars and encireling the case to seal its flap.

In testimony of which invention I hereunto
set my hand.

MORRIS F. LANGFELD.

Witnesses:
R. M. HUNTER,
ErNEST HOWARD HUNTER,
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