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To all thon, it may concer'7. 
Be it known that I, ALLISON II. FLEM 

ING, a citizen of the United States, resid 
ing at Fairmont, in the county of Marion 
and State of West Virginia, have invented 
a new and useful Garment-Supporter, of 
which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to garment sup 

portel's, and an object is to provide a gar 
ment supporter utilizing clips of novel 
form for engaging buttons secured inside 
of the trouse's, the said clips being ad 
justable longitudinally of the supporting 
belt on which they are mounted so as to be 
brought into proper position for engaging 
the buttons on the garment. 
A further object is to provide clips so 

mounted that all metal politions will be 
kept out of contact with the body of the 
Weller. 

With the foregoing and other objects in 
view which will appear as the description 
proceeds, the invention resides in the com 
bination and arrangement of parts and in 
the details of construction hereinafter de 
scribed and claimed, it being understood 
that changes in the precise embodiment of 
the invention herein disclosed, can be made 
within the scope of what is claimed, with 
out departing from the spirit of the inven 
tion. 

In the accompanying drawings the pre 
ferred form of the invention has been 
shown. 

In said drawings: Figure 1 is a per 
spective view of the garment supporter in 
use. Fig. 2 is a front elevation of a portion 
of the supporter. Fig. 3 is a vertical Sec 
tion through a portion of the supporter and 
the adjacent portions of the garments, said 
section being taken on the line A-B Fig. 2. 
Fig. 4 is a detail view of one of the clips, 
Fig. 5 is a detail view of a modification. 
Referring to the figures by characters of 

reference 1 designates a belt which may be 
made of any suitable material such as duck, 
linen or the like, this belt, being reinforced 
wherever desired by means of leather or 
other suitable material. One end of the 
belt has a buckle 2 of any desired type and 
pivotally connected to the lower portion of 
the buckle are arms 3 diverging upwardly 
from a loop 4 in the form of an eye, the 
said arms converging downwardly to form 
a throat 5 opening into the eye or loop. 

ed to be used in connection with the belt 
1, preferably four of these clips being used, 
two at each side, so that four buttons placed 
On the inner side of the waist band of 
tl'olisei's ('all be engaged and troise's thus 
supported at four points by these clips. As 
shown in Fig. 4, each clip is formed in a 
single length of spring wire bont to form 
Central eve 6 similar to the eye 4 and hav 

ing arms 7 diverging upwardly therefrom, 
these arms forming a throat S opening into 
the eye. The arms 7 merge into V-shaped 
extensions 9 and each of these extensions 
has a downwardly projecting ?inger 10 ter 
minating in an eye 1. The belt I is adapt 
ed to be threaded through the extensions ) 
and back of the arms 7 and eyes (3 so that 
One arm of each extension ) and both of 
the fingel's 10 and their eyes 11 will extend 
back of the belt, while the other arm of 
each extension 9 together with the arms 7 
and eyes (3 will be mounted on the outer 
face of the belt. Pads 12 are adapted to be 
placed inside of the belt directl? back of 
the extensions 9, fingers 10 and eyes 11 and 
these pads are secured to the belt and to 
the clips by means of tapes 13 which ex 
tend across the olter face of the belt, one 
of the tapes being extended between the 
arns 7 and directly back of the eyes (3 
While the other tapes are extended along 
side of the outer or exposed arms of the 
extensions 9. Thus it will lic seen that the 
pada preyents any part of the clip from 
coming into contact with the body of the 
Wearer or with the under garment worn 
beneath the belt 1. The tapes 13 serve not 
Only to Secure the pads to the belt but also 
prevent the pads from becoming displaced 
relative to the clips. Furthermore as the 
clip ne'ely embraces the belt, it will be seen 
that it can be readily adjusted longitudi 
nally of the belt and, by reason of the 
peculiar arrangement of the tapes 13 rela 
tive to the clip, it will be seen that the pad 
and tapes will be moved with the clip dur ing such adjustment. 

In Ising the supporter herein described, 
it is desirable to use two buttons F inside of 
the Waist band of the trousers E at each 
side of the wearer. It is also desirable 
to have a button ( inside of the front por 
tion of the trousers. Belt 1 is to be placed 
over the undershirt C and under the otter 
shirt D and after the trousers have been 

A series of clips of novel form are adapt- I brought to position about the waist of the 
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wearer, the clips are adjusted along the 
belt 1 until their eyes 6 are brought di 
rectly back of the buttons to be engaged 
thereby. The clips are then pressed against 
the outer shirt D so as to buckle the shirt 
about the button to be engaged, the diverg 
ing arms 7 extending past opposite sides 
of the button. The clip is then pulled up 
wardly so as to cause the throat S and then 
eye 6to receive the button and that por 
tion of the outer shirt engaged thereby. 
After each of the clips has been placed in 
engagement with one of the buttons, it will 
be seen that the trousers will be properly 
supported by the belt 1 at four points. Fur 
thermore the Outer shirt will be held down 
and there will be no danger of its pulling 
upwardly above the waist band of the 
trousers. In order to hold the outer shirt 
D down in front, the clip connected to the 
buckle 2 is pressed against the button at 
tached within the front of the trousers so 
as thus to force a portion of the shirt as 
well as the button, into the eye 4. It has 
been found in practice that by utilizing a 
garment supporter such as herein described, 
it is not necessary to pull the belt 1 as 
tightly about the body as is the case where 
an ordinary outside belt is used, this being 
due to the fact that when the shirt and 
trousers are fastened together in the man 
ner hereinbefore described, the shirt con 
stitutes a supplemental support for the 
trousers. 
The garment supporter can be worn very 

comfortably and the shoulders of the 
wearer are not subjected to the pressure due 
to the use of undervest suspenders and simi 
lar devices heretOfore used. 
A flexible tab 14 may be substituted for 

eye 4, as shown in Fig. 5. 
It will be noted, by referring particu 

larly to Fig. 2, that the arms 7 merge into V. 
shaped extensions 9 at points above those 
where these extensions 9 merge into the fin 
gers 10. Consequently, when the clip is in 
position on the belt, said clip is supported by 
contact between the upper edge of the belt 
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and the meeting portions of the extensions 
9 and fingers 10. When the button engaged 
by the eye 6 pulls downwardly on the clip, 
the clip is thus free to yield to a certain ex 
tent until the merging portions of the arms 
7 and extensions 9 come into contact with 
the upper edge of the belt 1. In other words, 
the clip yieldingly supports the garment to a 
limited extent before that portion of the clip 
directly above the eye 6 is brought against 
the upper edge of the belt. Thus the elas. 
ticity of the garment supporter is materially 
increased. 
Another feature to which attention is 

called, is the fact that by providing four 
points of contact between the upper edge of 
the belt and the clip, when said clip is pulled 
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downwardly by a garment, the load is more 
evenly distributed over the belt from the 
clip than would otherwise be the case. Fur 
thermore by providing the extensions 9 with 
the downwardly extending finger's 10 pro 
jecting back of the belt, it is impossible for 
the clip to become disengaged from the belt 
when the eye 6 is pulled downwardly. This 
downward pulling upon the eye 6 Will 
merely result in the merging portions of the 
fingers 10 and extensions 9 bearing down 
wardly with increased pressure upon the up 
per edge of the belt 1. There is no tendency 
of the clip becoming disengaged from the 
belt as a result of this downward pull upon 
the clip. Attention is called also to the fact 
that one of the tapes, 13, of the pad, is ex 
tended directly back of the eye 6. Conse 
quently, when the head of a button is in 
serted between the eye 6 and the belt, the 
said head will press against the middle tape 
13 and clamp said tape against that portion 
of the belt 1 back of it. The pad is thus 
held against sliding along the belt and, as 
the clip cannot slide along the belt inde 
pendently of the pad, it will be seen that as 
a result of this clamping action, both the 
clip and the pad will be secured against ac 
cidental displacement on the belt. By hav, 
ing the fingers 10 and eyes 11 as well as one 
arm of each V-shaped extension 9. extended 
back of the belt, the said belt is rigidly 
backed at a number of points in horizontal 
alinement with the eye 6 so that, when the 
inserted button presses the middle tape 13 
against the belt 1, said belt is held stifly. 
Furthermore, any tendency of the fingers 10 
to push the belt 1 inwardly when the eye 6 
is pressed outwardly toward the tape 13, is 
overcome by the end tapes 13 which are con 
nected to the ends of the pad 12 and Serve to 
reinforce or back the belt directly over the 
points contacted by the finger's 10 and their 
terminal eyes 11. 
What is claimed is:- ? 
1. A garment supporting clip for belts, 

comprising a button receiving eye, arms ex 
tending upwardly from the eye, V-shaped 
extensions integral with the respective arms 
and adapted to straddle the lower edge of a 
belt, and a downwardly extending finger at 
the outer end of each extension and adapted 
to extend back of the belt, the merging por 
tions of the fingers and extensions being 
adapted to bear downwardly on the upper 
edge of the belt and the merging portions of 
the arms and extensions being normally Sup 
ported yieldingly above and out of contact 
with the upper edge of the belt. 

2. A garment supporting clip for belts, 
formed in a single length of spring Wire 
bent to form a central button receiving eye, 
diverging arms forming a throat opening 
into the eye, W-shaped extensions upon the 
arms and adapted to straddle a belt, and 
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fingers upon the ends of the extensions and 
adapted to project back of the belt. 

3. In a garment supporting clip for belts, 
formed in a single length of spring wire 
bent to for ma central button receiving eye, 
arms diverging upwardly from the eye and 
forming a throat opening into the eye, V 
shaped extensions upon the arms, said arms 
being disposed between the extensions, and 
downwardly extending fingers at the outer 
ends of the extensions and terminating in 
eyes. 

4. In a garment Supporting clip for belts, 
formed in a single length of spring wire 
bent to form a central button receiving eye, 

3. 

arms diverging upwardly from the eye and 
forming a throat opening into the eye, V 
shaped extensions upon the arms, said arms 
being disposed between the extensions, and 
downwardly extending fingers at the outer 20 
ends of the extensions and terminating in 
eyes, the inner portions of the extensions be 
ing longer than the outer portions thereof. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own, I have hereto affixed my signature 25 
in the presence of two witnesses. 

ALLIS ON H. FILEMING. 
Witnesses: 

WALLACE J. HILL, 
C. E. Doy LE. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 


