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My invention relates to shoes, particularly of 
the type designed for athletic wear, and has 
among its objects and advantages the provision 
of an improved protector. 
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An object of my invention is to provide a pro 
tector designed for association with shoes such as 
are Worn by hockey players and the like, wherein 
the protective feature embodies strips of flexible 
material Such as whalebone, rattan, steel, etc., 
grouped to afford effective protection for the 
ankles of the Wearer about the vicinity of the 
Achilles tendon. More specifically, the protecting 
strips are closely grouped in Substantially par 
allel relation and tied into a unitary structure 
for Supporting the strips in predetermined Spaced 
relation, with the strips defining a protective 
area, affording complete protection for the ankle 
area defined by the Achilles tendon and at suit 
able margins along the sides of the ankle. I 
arrange the protective strips so as to lie longi 
tudinally of the leg of the wearer and the Strips 
are so spaced as to embody a flexible construc 
tion which conforms readily to the contour of 
the ankle when the shoe upper or quarter is 
laced or otherwise fastened. 
My protective feature is designed so as to 

facilitate incorporation thereof in the shoe at 
the time of manufacture of the shoe, or the 
protective feature may be made up as a unit 
separate and apart from the shoe and designed 
for attachment to a conventional shoe. In Shoes 
employed by hockey players, it frequently hap 
pens that the upper or quarter part of the shoe 
does not fit sufficiently Snug about the ankle to 
prevent ice fragments and the like from dropping 
into the shoe. My invention embodies a filler 
element which extends about the upper margin 
of the shoe quarter for effectively filling any 
Space which might otherwise be present So as to 
prevent the entrance of ice fragments and the 
like. This feature may comprise a band of lambs 
Wool extending along the upper margin of the 
protective feature of such thickness as to have 
effective pressure relation with the ankle. In 
addition to constituting a Seal against the en 
trance of ice fragments and the like, the sealing 
element is of a Soft pliable nature and functions 
to prevent chafing of the ankle. 

. In the accompanying drawing: 
Figure 1 is a side elevational view of a hockey 

shoe embodying my invention; 
Figure 2 is an elevational view of a portion of 

the shoe quarter flattened and broken away for 
the sake of clearness; 

(C. 36-8.5) 
Figure 3 is a sectional view along the line 3-3 

of Figure 2; 
Figure 4 is a perspective view of the protective 

unit designed for association with the shoe at the 
option of the wearer; and 
Figure 5 is a fragmentary view of the shoe 

quarter flattened illustrating the unit of Figure 4 
attached thereto. 

In the embodiment selected to illustrate my 
invention, the shoe f () includes an ankle high 
upper or quarter 2, which quarter is extended 
at 4 a. short distance above the usual edge 6. 
Within the quarter 2 I incorporate my protector 
8, which protector includes a plurality of flex 

ible strip-like elements 20 which may be formed 
of whalebone, steel or other suitable material. 
Protector 8 is preferably housed between the 
lining 22 and the leather part 24 of the quarter 
at the time of manufacture of the shoe. Strips 
20 are arranged in substantially parallel relation 
and are maintained in predetermined Spaced re 
lation by reason of a covering 26, see Figure 3. 
Covering 26 may comprise thin leather sheets 

28 stitched together along their four margins at 
30, with the strip elements 20 positioned be 
tween the sheets 28. The sheets are stitched to 
gether between the strip elements 20, as at 32, 
So that each strip is housed inside an individual 
compartment to be effectively restrained from 
relative shifting with respect to the other strip 
elements. Protector 8 may be fixedly secured in 
position within the quarter 2 through the me 
dium of stitching 34, which connects the pro 
tector with the lining 22, although the protector 
may be sewed to both the lining and the leather 
part of the quarter. Sewing the protector to the 
lining masks the Stitching from view so far as 
external appearances are concerned. 

It will be noted that the lining 22 and the 
leather part 24 are extended to constitute the 
extension 4, with the protector extending into 
the extension and the lower ends of the strip 
elements terminating short of the counter part 
Of the shoe. I arrange the strip elements ver 
tically and spaced so as to lend an element of 
flexibility to the protector. Thus the protector 
and the shoe quarters are characterized by a 
high degree of flexibility So as to bend easily to 
the contour of the ankle for close fitting relation 
therewith. Protector 8 encloses the Achilles 
tendon and embraces side margins of the ankle 
So as to afford a large protection area for this 
part of the ankle. Strip elements 20 flex easily 
So as to conform nicely to the configuration of 
the ankle and function to prevent injury to the 
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Wearer. In athletic shoes, particularly in con 
nection With playing games such as hockey, fre 
quent injuries are caused by the skates of other 
players. The Achilles tendon area, of the ankle 
is a Sensitive region and is frequently injured. 
My protector 8 affords complete protection for 
this part of the ankle in addition to embodying 
a flexible element which lends comfort to the 
Weare'. In addition to lending protection against 
injury, I provide the inner face of the extension 
4 and a margin of the quarter proper with an 

anti-chafing element 36 which hugs the leg close 
ly to prevent entrance of ice chips and the like. 
Element 36 may comprise lambs wool 38 with 
the margins of the leather stitched at 4: G to the 
extension 4 and the quarter 2. Wool 38 is of 
Sufficient length to provide a soft cushion of con 
Siderable body so as to bring the wool into pres 
Sule relation with the leg of the Wearer to effect 
a complete Seal against the entrance of ice chips 
and the like. In addition, the wool 38 provides 
a Soft Cushion to eliminate chafing of the leg. 
In Figures 4 and 5, I illustrate a different form 

of protector £2. In this form, the flexible strip 
elements 34 are positioned between two leather 
Sheets 6 and 48, with the sheets cut to provide 
extensions 59 corresponding to the extension 4 
of Figure 1. Sheets 46 and 38, including the 
extensions 58, are stitched together at 52 about, 
their margins and the sheets are also stitched 
together between the strip elements 4:3, as at 
54. Sheets 46 and 48 may be made up of Sec 
tions 56 stitched together at 58, and the sheet 88 
is extended to provide a flap S. Figure 5 illus 
trates the central strip element 34 as being ar 
ranged parallel to the line of stitching 58 with 
the Strip elements on either side of the central 
Strip arranged in diverging relation downwardly 
with respect to the central strip. However, the 
Strip elements in each group adjacent the cen 
tral Strip element are arranged in parallel rela 
tion with respect to each other. This arrange 
ment provides a flared effect to the protector as 
it is bent to conform to the ankle so as to con 
form more closely to the ankle contour. 

Figure 5 illustrates the protector 42 in asso 
Ciation with the shoe quarter S2 with the exten 
Sicns 53 extending above the upper edge 63 of 
the quarter. Protector A2 is stitched along the 
lines 66 to the upper 62 for fixedly relating the 
protector to the shoe quarter. An anti-chafing 
element 68 is Sewed to the face of the sheet 48. 
Element 68 also constitutes a seal against the 
entrance of ice chips and the like. Thus the 
protector of Figures 4 and 5 may be manufac 
tuied independently of the Shoes and Subse 
quently Sewed therein by the wearer. 

Having thus described certain embodiments 
Of my invenition in detail, it is, of course, under 
stood that I do not desire to limit, the scope 
thereof to the exact details set forth except in 
So far as those details innay be defined in the ap 
pended claims. 
I clain: 
1. In an athletic shoe, an ankle protector coin 

prising a series of flexible elements, a flexible 
covering for said flexible elements fashioned to 
hold the latter in predetermined Spaced relation 
and adapted to elnbrace the ankle of the Wealer, 
to afford protection around the Achilles tendon 
of the wearer, and fiexible anti-chafing means 

2,21,822 
extending transversely of Said series of flexible 
elements for engagement with the leg of the 
We3e. 

2. As a new article of manufacture, an ankle 
gi'Gieco: comprising a series of flexible elements, 
a covering for said flexible elements, said cover 
ing b&ing stitched between the flexible elements 
to hold the latter in predetermined spaced re 
lation, Said covering being flexible and the 
SRacing between the iexible elementS being Such 
as to herit the protector to conform to a shoe 
q13.1ter fol' attachment thereto, and an anti 
Cha?ing Ineens carried on One face of Said cov 
&:ing and adapted to be flexed snugly about the 
alinkie of the Wearer. 

3. In an ankle high athletic shoe, the quarter 
Said Side being extended upwardly at the 
Of the Cuarter, and flexible protective ele 

tS incolorated in the quarter and the ex 
teil Sion of the lattel', and Jileans for holding the 
fixible eleinents in predetermined spaced rela 
tjoin, Said fiexible elementS eXtending longitudi 
rally of ting ankie of the Wearer and Said means 
being flexibie to conform to the contour of the 

e. 

In an ankle ligh athletic Shoe, the quarter 
oi said goe being extended upwardly at the rear 
of the quartel', flexible protective elementS in 
C{Tporated if the quartel and the extension of 
the lattei', means for holding the flexible ele 

termind Spaced relation, Said flex 
extending longitudinally of the 
earer and Said means being flex 

ible to confoin to the contOur Of the ankle, 
and a fillier pad extending about the extension 
of the qualite; for closely embracing the ankle of 
the Wealer. 

5. As a nety article of manufacture, a protector 
connprising a series of flexible elements, a flex 
ible covering for said elements, said covering 
being so fashioned and arranged as to hold the 
flexible eiennelints it predetermined spaced rela 
tion and to bend about axes paralleling the ele 
ments, to Giosely emblace a limb of a Wearer, and 
anticiafing inneans carried by the protector and 
bendable therewith to embrace the limb. 

8. As a new article of manufacture, an ankle 
21'otector corrprising a series of flexible elements, 
covering insans for Said flexible elements, Said 
covering means being Seculed for holding Said 
flexible elements in predetermined Spaced l'ela 
tion, and cushion means carried by Said protec 
tor on Cine side thereof, and adapted to be flexed 
about the ankie of the Wealer. 

". As a new article of manufacture, an ankle 
protector comprising a series of flexible metallic 
elelinents, a covering for said elements, Said COV 
ering being Stitched between the said elements 
to hold the latter in predetermind Spaced rela 
tion, and a protruding filler linenber along a pol 
tion of the protector. 

8. As a new article of manufacture, an ankle 
protector including a flexible element, covering 
means for said eleinent, said covering means be 
ing Secured about said element for holding Said 
element, in a predetermined position, and cush 
ion means protruding along one edge of Said pro 
tector and adapted to be flexed about the ankle 
Of the Weale'. 
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