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This invention relates to toys, and in particu 
lar, to animated toys wherein the toys are given 
spasmodic and automatic movement by animat 
ing elements having inherent powers of loco 

5 motion. . . . . . . . . . . One object of this invention is to provide 
a toy having a supporting structure containing 
an animating element having inherent powers 
of locomotion for automatic, spasmodic move 

0 ment, such an element, for example, being the 
article known as the Mexican jumping bean. 
Another object is to provide a toy having a 

body formed to simulate the appearance of an 
animate object, together with an animating 

5 element attached thereto and having inherent 
powers of locomotion adapted to give the body 
automatic, spasmodic movement. . . . . . . 
Another object is to provide a toy having an 

animating element with inherent powers of loco 
20 motion, and capable of automatic, spasmodic 

movement, this animating element having sup 
porting members, such as legs, attached thereto 
so as to give the appearance of an animate ob 
ject, such as an insect Or animal having legs. 

23 Another object is to provide an animated toy 
having a body formed to represent the external 
appearance of an animate object, a cavity be 
ing provided in this body to receive an animating 
element having inherent powers of locomotion 

30 for automatically and spasmodically moving the 
body, such an animating element being repre 
Sented by the article known as a Mexican jump 
ing bean. 
Another object is to provide an animated toy 

consisting of a body adapted to rest upon a table, 
or other supporting surface, this body having a 
cavity for the reception of a Mexican jumping 
bean, the body being formed to simulate the ap 
pearance of an animate object, such as an animal, 

10 bird, insect, fish or reptile, the portion of the 
body resting upon the supporting surface being 
formed to minimize the friction existing there. 

S 5 

between and to facilitate the motion of the body 
over the supporting surface. 

In the drawing: 
Figure 1 is a top plan view of one embodi 

ment of my invention, showing a spider formed 
by attaching supports, such as legs, to an ani 

to mating element, such as a Mexican jumping bean. 
Figure 2 is a side elevation of the toy shown in 

Figure, i. - - - . . . . . 

Figure 3 is a bottom plan view of the toy shown 
in Figure 1. 

55 Figure 4 is a top plan view of a modification, 

wherein the animating element is mounted with 
in a body formed to simulate a beetle. 

Figure 5 is a side elevation of another modif 
cation of the invention, showing a body in the 
form of a prehistoric reptile, such as a dinosaur. 5 

Figure 6 is a side elevation of another modifi 
cation, the body being formed to represent a set 
ting hen, or other bird. 

Figure 7 is a side elevation of another modif 
cation, the body being formed to represent a frog. 10 

Figure 8 is a side elevation of a further modi- . 
lan, the body being formed to represent a 

turtle. . . . . ... . . 
In general, the animated toy of this invention 

consists of an animating element, such as a Mex- 's 
ican jumping bean, having inherent powers of. 
locomotion for automatic, spasmodic movement, 
to which is attached a support adapted to rest 
upon the surface upon which the toy is to move. . 
This support may consist either of legs attached 20 
directly to the animating element, or to a mem 
ber secured thereto, or it may consist of a body 
formed to simulate the body of an animal, rep 
tile, bird or fish, with the animating element 
inside this body. The body may rest directly 25 
upon the table top, or other surface upon which 
it is to move, or it may be provided with legs. 
Preferably, the body or legs are given a form 
adapted to minimize the friction so as to fa 
cilitate the movement of the toy over the table- 30 
top or other surface. . . . . Referring to the drawing in detail, Figure 1 
shows one embodiment of the animated toy of 
this invention. This embodiment consists of an 
animating element to, such as a Mexican jump- as 
ing bean, formed with holes f. Mounted in 
these holes f l are supporting elements 12, made 
to represent the legs of an insect, such as a 
spider. The tips of these supporting elements 2 
are preferably rounded, as at 3, or otherwise 40 
treated to minimize friction and facilitate the 
movement of the toy across the table-top, or 
other surface upon which it is intended to move. 
The notch 13, shown in the lower side of the 
animating element fo, is a natural depression 45 
found in Mexican jumping beans, the lower sides 
4 and 5 being beveled relatively to each other 
and meeting along a ridge 6. 
The legs 2 may be formed of wire, synthetic 

plastics, glass or other suitable material adapted 50 
to provide the necessary support and lightness of 
weight. 
: In the Operation of the toy shown in Figures 
1 to 3, the toy is placed upon a smooth surface, 
preferably one of glass or polished stone, and 55 
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2 
preferably in the sunshine, or near some other 
source of warmth. As the animating element. 2: 
O possesses inherent powers of locomotion, due 

to the presence of a small worn which nakes its 
home within the beam, the jerking of this worm 
is transmitted to the bean, and this jerking gives 
the toy an automatic, spasmodic movement over 
the table-top or other surface upon which the 
toy rests. ... . 
The modified toy shown in Figure 4 consists 

of a body 20 having legs 2 attached thereto, and 
a head 22 with or without feelers or horns 2. 
The body 20 is formed to represent an insect, and 
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is preferably of papier-maché, Cellophane or 
other light material. A cavity 24 is provided 
therein for receiving an animating element 2, 
which in this case likewise consists of a Mexican 
jumping bean. The operation of the modified 
toy of Figure 4 is similar to that of Figures 1 to 
3. As the jumping bean executes its spasmodic 
movement it imparts this movement to the toy, 
and the latter pursues an erratic path across the 
table-top or other supporting surface. . 
The modified toy shown in Figure 5 consists 

of a body 30 formed to represent a prehistoric 
reptile, such as a dinosaur, and having a head 
3 and tail. 32. The bottom surface 33 of the 
body 3 is adapted to rest upon the table-top, 
and a cavity 34 is provided for the reception of 
the animating element 35. As before, this ani 
mating element is shown in the form of a Mexi 
can jumping bean. The surface 33 is configured 
to cause the toy to move freely over the table 
top in response to the spasmodic jerking in 
parted to it by the animating element S. ... It 
is not necessary to provide the toy with legs, 
and these may or may not be provided, at the 
option of the maker. - - - 
The modified toy shown in Figure 6 has a body 

40 formed to represent a setting hen, or other 
bird. For this purpose it is provided with a 
head 4, a tail 42 and wings 43. The botto 
surface 44 of the toy is formed to rest direct 
upon the table top, although short legs may be 
provided if desired. As before, a cavity 4S is 
provided within the body 4 for the reception of 
a Mexican jumping bean 4, or an equivalent animating element. 
The modified toy of Figure 7 has a body 

formed to represent a frog with a head U? and 
legs 52. The body, as before, is formed with a 
cavity 58 for the reception of a Mexican jumps 
ing bean or other animating elements. 
The modified toy shown in Figure it consists 

of a body 60, formed to represent a turtle having 
a head B and tail 2. The turtle shell or body 
60 may be made with a lower surface 3 adapted 
to rest directly upon the table-top, or it may be 
provided with short legs 14, suitably formed to 
minimize friction and facilitate movement. A 
cavity BS is provided within the body to for the 
reception of the Mexican jumping bean, or other 
animating element . 
The operation of the modified toy shown in 

Figures 6 to 8, inclusive, is substantially similar 
to that described in connection with 
and 5. 

It is advisable to employ a body material for 
the toy which is extremely light, and which can 
be folded, bent, molded or cut into the desired 
form. Among materials while I have found suit 
able for this purpose are papier-mâché, Cello 
phane, balsa Wood or metal foll, particularly alu 
minum foil. Feathers may also be used for deco 

S rative purposes. 

Figures 4 

a,184,079 
It will be understood that I desire to com 

prehend within my invention such modifications 
as come within the scope of the claims and the 
invention. 

Having thus fully described my invention, 
what I claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is: 

1. An animated toy comprising an animating 
element consisting of an insect within a natural 
shell, said insect by its movements imparting to 
said shell inherent powers of locomotion capable 
of automatic, spasmodic movement, and a plu 
rality of supporting members connected to said 
animating element. . 

2. An animated toy comprising an animating 
element consisting of an insect within a natural 
shell, said insect by its movements imparting to 
said shell inherent powers of locomotion capable 
of automatic, spasmodic movement, and a plu 
rality of supporting members connected to said 
animating element, said members being formed 
to simulate legs. 

3. An animated toy comprising an animating 
element consisting of an insect within a natural 
shell, said insect by its movements imparting to 
said shell inherent powers of locomotion capable 
of automatic, spasnodic movement, and a plus 
rality of supporting members connected to said 
animating element, said members being formed 
to simulate legs and disposed in outwardly radat 
ing position relatively to said animating element. 

4. An animating top comprising an animating 
element consisting of an insect within a natural 
shell, said insect by its movements imparting to 
said shell inherent powers of locomotion capable 
of automatic, spasmodic movement, a plurality of 
supporting members connected to said animating 
element, and means for securing said members 
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directly to the shell of said animating element. -- 
.5. An animated toy comprising an animating 
element consisting of an insect within a natural 
shell, said insect by its movements imparting to 
said shell inherent powers of locomotion capable 
of automatic, spasmodic movement, a plurality 
of supporting members connected to said animat 
ing element, said members being formed to simu 
late legs, and anti-friction means on the outer 
ends of said legs for minimizing the friction dur 
ing engagement of said legs with the supporting 
surface. 

6. An animated toy comprising an animating 
element consisting of an insect within a natural 
shell, said insect by its movements inparting to 
said shell inherent powers of locomotion capable 
of automatic, spasmodic movement, and a plu 
rality of supporting members connected to said 
andmating element, said members being formed 
to simulate legs, the outer ends of said legs being 
formed to minimize friction relatively to the sup 
porting surface. 

7. An animated toy comprising an animating 
element consisting of an insect within a natural 
shell, said insect by its movements imparting to 
said shell inherent powers of locomotion capable 
of automatic, spasmodic movement, and a plu 
rality of supporting members connected to said 
animating element, Sadd members being formed 
to simulate legs, the outer ends of said legs being 
rounded to minimize friction relatively to the 
supporting surface. 

8. An animated toy comprising an animating 
element consisting of an insect within a natural 

40 

70 

shell, said insect by its movements imparting to 
said shell inherent powers of locomotion capable 
of automatic, spasmodic movement, and a body 
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having a cavity therein for receiving said ani 
mating element, the contacting portion of the 
bottom surface of said body engageable with the 
supporting surface being formed with an area 
which is small in comparison with the total area 
of said bottom surface whereby to facilitate mo 
tion of said toy relatively to the supporting sur 
face. 

9. An animated toy comprising an animating 
element consisting of an insect within a natural 
shell, said insect by its movements imparting to 
said shell inherent powers of locomotion capable 
of automatic, spasmodic movement, and a body 
having a cavity therein for receiving said ani 
nating element, the contacting portion of the 
bottom surface of said body engageable with the 
supporting surface being rounded with an area 
which is small in comparison with the total area 
of said bottom surface whereby to facilitate mo 
tion of said toy relatively to the supporting sur 
face. 

element consisting of an insect within a natural 
shell, said insect by its movements imparting to 
said shell inherent powers of locomotion capable 
of automatic, spasmodic movement, a body have 
ing a cavity therein for receiving said animating 
element, and Supporting members connected to 
said body and resting upon the supporting sur 
face. 

1. An animated toy comprising an animating 
element consisting of an insect within a natural 
shell, said insect by its movements imparting to 
said shell inherent powers of locomotion capable 

3 
of automatic, spasmodic movement, a body hav 
ing a cavity therein for receiving said animating 
element, and supporting members connected to 
said body and resting upon the supporting sur 
face, the Outer ends of said supporting members 
being formed to minimize the friction of engage 
ment with said supporting surface. 

12. An animated toy comprising an animating 
element consisting of an insect within a natural 
shell, said insect by its movements imparting to O 
said shell inherent powers of locomotion capable 
of automatic, Spasmodic movement, and a body 
having a cavity therein for receiving said ani 
mating element, said body being formed of a 
material of relatively light weight in comparison 
with the weight of said animating element. 

13. An animated toy comprising an animating 
element consisting of an insect within a natural 
shell, said insect by its movements imparting to 
said shell inherent powers of locomotion capable 
of automatic, spaSnodic movement, said animat 

10. An animated toy comprising an animating ing element having a recess therein, and a sup 
porting member secured in said recess. 

14. An animated toy comprising an animating 
element consisting of an insect within a natural 
shell, said insect by its movements imparting to 
said shell inherent powers of locomotion capable 
of automatic, spasmodic movement, and a body 
having a cavity therein for receiving said and 
nating element, said cavity being arranged ad 
jacent the lower surface of said body whereby 
to position said animating element immediately 
in the vicinity of the supporting surface. 
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