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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, OWEN J. NUGENT, a
citizen of the United .States of America, re-
siding at Alexandria, in the county of Alex-
andria and State of Virginia, have invented
certainnewand useful Improvementsin Vents
for Preserving Fermented Liquors, of which
thefollowingisaspecification,reference being
had therein to the accompanying drawings.

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in vents, and more par-
ticularly to self-actuated vents adapted to be
used in connection with casks containing fer-
mented liquors in order to preserve the con-
tents.

The object of my invention is to provide a
self-actuated vent to be attached to casks con-
taining fermented liquors, which is to be in-
terposed between the casks and an air-pump
to supply air to the cask and to prevent the
escape of the gas and the volatile flavoring of
the beer or any other fermented liguor.

With these objects in view my invention
consists in the particular construction of the
various parts and in the novel manner of
combination or arrangement of said parts, all
of which will be described hereinafter, and
pointed out in the claim.

In the drawings forming a part of this speci-
fication, Figure 1 is a view showing my in-
vention as applied. Fig. 2 is a vertical seec-
tional view of all the parts in place.

My invention consists of a cylindrical ves-
sel or cup A, interposed between a cask con-
taining fermented liquors, and an air-pump
of any construction desired and connected to
the same by suitable flexible tubes. The cup
is adapted to receive a screw-cap B, provided
with a T-shaped knob on the top thereof, the
base of which is sufficiently large to admit of
two channels C and D, vertically arranged
within the knob and parallel with respect to
each other. The top of the knob is semicir-
cular,and the projecting arms, which form the
T, are eylindrical and provided upon their
exterior with grooves E, in which are secured
the flexible tubes. These arms are also pro-
vided with channels arranged in a line with
each other and connecting, respectively, at

right angles the channels C and D. On the g0

interior of the cup is a raised portion ', which
forms between itself and the rim of the cup
a groove G for the reception of a suitable
packing. The channels C and D are con-
tinued through this raised portion, and the
channel C is prolonged by the eylindrical
tube I, which projects in a line with the said
channel to a short distance.from the bottom
of the cup and is provided upon its exterior
with a groove for the reception of the vent I,
which is made of rubber in the form of a tube
closed at one'end and having a slitin the side
thereof. If desired, the ordinary form of
vent which is now commonly used may be
employed, and either may be secured in any
manner desired.

In using my invention the cup is partially
filled with water. The cup is then placed on
and the tube H, which supports the vent, is
immersed within the water, thus keeping the
vent always moist and flexible and in a closed
position. Should the water fall below the out-
let of the vent, it will be keptin the same con-
dition by the splash of the water. The chan-
nel Cis connected by a flexible tube to an
air-pump and the channel D is also connected
by a flexible tube to a hollow plug adapted
to be driven into the venf or spigot-bung.
The air is foreced into the cask by the pump
and secured therein by means of my improved
vent.

It will thus be seen that I provide & vent
which is exceedingly cheap and simple in its
construction and will proficiently perform all
of its intended functions.

Having thus described my invention, what
Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

In a vent, the combination of a eylindrical
vessel or cup having a secrew-cap, thesaid cap
provided with a T-shaped knob, which pro-
vides means for tightening or untightening
the same upon the cup, channels arranged
within the said knob, and cap, the said chan-
nels opening into the cup and having their
outlets in opposite directions, a raised por-
tion on the interior of the said cap, the said
raised portion forming between itself and the
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rim or threaded portion of the cap,a groove, In testimony whereof I affix my signature
said groove adapted toreceive a suitable pack- | in presence of two witnesses. '
ing, a nipple mounted upon the said raised

portion, the said nipple adapted to prolongate OWEN J. NUGENT.
5 one of the channels and to receive a slitted ‘Witnesses:
valve, substantially as shown and for the pur- O. H. FOWLER,

pose set forth. A. L. MORRISON.



