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The present invention relates to new and use 
ful improvements in signs particularly for motor 
trucks and has for its primary object to provide, 
in a manner as hereinafter set forth, a device 
of this character embodying a novel construc 
tion and arrangement whereby the usual plural 
ity of clearance lights on top of the vehicle at 

f Other objects of the invention 

the front thereof will be utilized for illuminating 
the letters or characters of the sign. . . - - - 
Another very important object of the inven 

tion is to provide an illuminated sign of the 

wherein the letters or words may be expedi 
tiously changed as desired. . . . . . . . . . 

are to provide 
an illuminated sign of the character described 

tion, strong, durable, compact, attractive in ap 
pearance and which may be manufactured at low 

2 

which will be comparatively simple in construc 

COst. ... .. 
All of the foregoing and still further objects 

and advantages of the invention will become ap 
parent from a study of the following specifica 

t 

s 

tion, taken in connection with the accompany 
... ing drawings wherein like characters of reference i: designate corresponding parts through 

several views, and wherein: 
Figure 1 is a view in front elevation of an em 

bodiment of the invention. 
Figure 2 is a cross sectional view through the 

device. 
Figure 3 is a bottom plan view. 
Figure 4 is a fragmentary view in top plan of a 

portion of the invention. 
Figure 5 is a fragmentary view in perspective 

of an upper portion of the device. 
Referring now to the drawings in detail, it will 

be seen that the embodiment of the invention 
which has been illustrated comprises a base of 
Suitable material, such as aluminum, which is 
designated generally by the reference numeral . 
The base is of any suitable dimensions and, as 
shown to advantage in Fig. 1. Of the dra Wings, 
said base is formed to conform Substantially with 
the usually curved top of the truck cab or body 2 
on which it is mounted. 
As best seen in Fig. 2 of the drawings, the base 
comprises a preferably inclined plate Or Web 

portion 3 from the top of which a flange 4 ex 
tends rearwardly to provide a mounting for sign 
means 0. The base is also formed With means 
providing lamp mounting seats, preferably 
equally spaced apart and arranged in the lower 
portions of the plate or web 3, said lower por 
tions being formed preferably as integral, angul 

ut the 2. 
is . . . . . able fastening-elements. To this end the flange 

may be provided with a plurality of spaced, 
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larly extending portions 5 comprising a prefer 
cably inclined shelf on which a plurality of clear 
ance lights, 6 are mounted. These lights 6 are 
preferably carried in lamp supports of any suit 
able character adapted for attachment in the 
mounting seats formed in the base, and it will 

"be noted that these seats, due to the inclination 
" of the portion 5, are inclined so that the lamps 
'' 6 not only are visible, as clearance lights, hori 
- Zontally with respect to the vehicle, but also 
serve. to illuminate the sign means O. An in 

aforementioned character for motor trucks : tegral lip I may be formed at the lower edge of 
... the shelf 5 to strengthen and rigidify the same. 
The base. f. further may and preferably does in 

...clude Vertical end walls 8 provided with out 
i turned apertured feet 9 which accommodate fas 
tening elements for securing said base in posi 
tion on-the truck cab or body 2: ... 
The sign means. O is preferably detachably 

: mounted on the flange 4-of-the-based and usu 
... ally comprises sign...characters of suitable, pref 
erably light-weight material, and Imore partic 
ularly contemplate the fabrication of the sign 
characters of metal. The sign characters are 
preferably formed with integral feet if which are 
secured to the flange;4 by screws 2 or other suit 

threaded openings 3 which accommodate the 
elements 2. 
The construction and arrangement is such 

that the clearance lights 6 effectively and attrac 
tively illuminate the sign means 0 in silhouette, 
It Will thus be seen that an attractive advertis 
ing sign has been provided which will be plainly 
visible both at night and during the day to per 
Sons facing the vehicle. While individual let 
ters have been illustrated in the drawings on the 
base , in practice entire words or slogans may 
be mounted on said base in lieu of said individual 
letters. 

It is believed that the many advantages of an 
illuminated sign constructed in accordance with 
the present invention Will be readily understood 
and although a preferred embodiment of the 
device is as illustrated and described, it is to be 
understood that changes in the details of con 
struction and in the combination and arrange 
ment of parts may be resorted to which will fall 
within the scope of the invention as claimed. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A sign of the class described comprising an 

elongated base adapted to be mounted trans 
versely on a vehicle, said base being formed from 
a single piece of metal and including an inclined 
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plate comprising an angularly projecting lower 
portion extending for Wardly from Said plate at 
a different degree of inclination, a rearwardly 
extending flange integral with the upper edge of 
the inclined plate, characters detachably mount 
ed. On Said flange, and a plurality of lights 
mounted on the angularly projecting lower por 
tion of the plate for illuminating said characters. 

2. A sign of the class described comprising an 
elongated metallic base adapted to be mounted 
on top of a motor vehicle at the front thereof, 
said base including an inclined plate comprising 
an angularly projecting lower portion extending 
forwardly therefrom, a lip depending from the 
lower portion of the angularly projecting por 
tion of the plate, a horizontal flange extending 
rearwardly from the upper portion of the in 
clined plate, end walls on the ends of the plate, 
said end Walls including outturned feet for aca 
commodating securing elements for fastening 
the base to the vehicle, characters detachably se 
cured to the flange, and a plurality of electric 
lights mounted on the angularly projecting lower 
portion of the inclined plate for illuminating Said 
characters. . 

3. A sign of the class described adapted for 
mounting on a vehicle and having front and rear 
sides, the front side being adapted for arrange 
ment in position facing outwardly of the vehicle 
and visible for display purposes when mounted in 
operative position on the vehicle, said sign Com 
prising an elongated base for mounting on the 
vehicle having a generally upstanding portion 

3. 

40 

s 

provided with an elevated sign seat for mounting 
sign means thereon, sign means secured on said 
seat in position extending upwardly therefrom, 
said upstanding portion of Said base Comprising 
portions extending. substantially forwardly of the 
said sign seat in position substantially therebelow, 
longitudinally spaced-apart lamp mounting Seats 
formed in said base on the forwardly extending 
portions thereof, said lamp mounting seats being 
so positioned on said base as to support lamps 
in Substantially forwardly-extending position ... 
whereby the lamps are visible forwardly of the 
sign as clearance lights, said seats further being 
arranged to support the lamps in position to 
illuminate the forward face of the upwardly- w 
extending sign means. 

2,158,195 
4. A sign of the class described adapted for 

mounting on a vehicle and having front and rear 
sides, the front side being adapted for arrange 
ment in position facing outwardly of the vehicle 
and visible for display purposes when mounted 
in Operative position. On the vehicle, Said sign 
comprising an elongated base for mounting on 
the Vehicle having a generally upstanding por 
tion provided with an elevated sign Seat for 
mounting sign means thereon, sign means Secured 
on said seat in position extending upwardly there 
from, said upstanding portion of said base com 
prising portions extending Substantially for 
wardly of the said sign seat in position substan 
tially therebelow, longitudinally spaced-apart 
lamp mounting seats formed in Said base on the 
forwardly extending portions thereof, a lamp in 
each of said Spaced-apart Seats, Said Seats and 
lamps being arranged to support the lamps in 
upstanding, forwardly-inclined position whereby 
to serve as clearance lights visible forwardly of 
the sign while illuminating the for Ward Surfaces 
of said upwardly-extending sign means from a 
position forwardly thereof. 

5. A sign of the class described adapted for 
mounting on a Vehicle and having front and rear 
sides, the front side being adapted for arrange 
ment in position facing outwardly of the vehicle 
and visible for display purposes When mounted in 
operative position on the Vehicle, said sign COm 
prising an elongated base for mounting on the 
vehicle having a generally upstanding portion pro 

- vided with an elevated sign seat for mounting 
sign means thereon in position extending up 
Wardly thereof, said base-comprising portions ex 
tending substantially forwardly of the said sign 
seat in position substantially therebelow, longi 
tudinally spaced-apart lamp mounting seats 
formed in said base on the forwardly-extending 
portions thereof, said lamp mounting seats being 
so positioned on said base as to Support lamps 
in Substantially forwardly-extending position 
whereby the lamps are visible forwardly of the 
sign as clearance lights, said seats further being 
arranged to support the lamps in position to 
illuminate the forward face of sign means on and 
extending upwardly of said sign Seat. 
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