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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that T, Bar~tar L. BerrexpT,
a subject of the Emperor of Germany, resid-
ing at Newark, in the county of Essex and
State of New Jersey, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Telephone-
Call Indicators; and I do hereby declare the
following tobe a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it apper-
tains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,
and to figures of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

This invention relates to an indicator
which is attached to a telephone signal,
whether a bell or buzzer, and is normally in
released position but which can be so set that
1t is released when the signal is sounded and
indicates that “central ” has called.

The invention is used when a person
leaves a telephone and wishes to know, on
returning, whether “central” has called or
not. If the device is set, the indicator shows
by its position whether “ central ” has called,
and an inquiry will secure telephonic con-
nection with the party previously calling.
For instance, a doctor leaving his office un-
attended for a few moments, sets the indi-
cator, and on returning finds that it has
been released, he immediately calls up “cen-
tral” and is put in communication with
parties previously calling. This is conven-
ient for the subscribers and also makes work
Lighter for the central office, since the indi-
cator removes the necessity of the long con-
tinued ringing of the bell which takes place
when a party called up does not answer.

The invention consists in its preferred
form of an indicator which is pivoted, the
pivotal connection being so disposed that
the free end of the indicator can be slid in
between the vibrator and the bell of a tele-
phone signal so that when the vibrator is
operated it releases the indicator and the
indicator drops, showing by its normal posi-
tion that the vibrator of the bell has been
operated to ring the bell, therefore a call has
been made.

The invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawing, in which—

Figure 1 is a face view of a telephone
signal box with the indicator in its raised
position. Fig. 2 is a section on line 2, in
Fig. 1. Fig. 3 shows the indicator afier it
is dropped. Fig. 4 shows a modification.

The indicator is adapted to be used on any
of the usual forms of telephone call box 10,
the call box having a signal bell 11, there
being usually two signal bells with the vi-
brator 12 between them, the vibrator being
mounted on a stem 18 and being normally
held up against one of the bells, the descrip-
tion so far applying to the ordinary and
usual construction of telephone signal. To
the box I attach an indicator 14 which is
usually made of sheet metal and is pivoted
S0 as to be moved by gravity to its normal
position. The manner of fastening the in-
dicator 14 is by means of the perforation
15 provided with a staple 16, the staple be-
ing so disposed that the free end of the sig-
nal can be slid in between the bell and the
vibrator.

When a call is sounded and the vibrator
is operated, the indicator 14 ig released and
it drops down, being suspended as shown
in Fig. 8. T prefer to provide the free end
of the indicator, where it engages the vibra-
tor, with a perforation 17 because in the
usual form of signal a solid piece or plate
slid between the vibrator and the bell will
prevent the operation of the vibrator, but
the perforation 17 permits the vibration and
Insures the dropping of the indicator.

The preferred form of indicator is shown
in the drawing, being of a substantially
L-shape, the extension 18 acting as a handle
to provide for placing the indicator in posi-
tion, and also projecting from its position
adjacent to the bell to show at g glance that
it is still in place and also
siderable surface for detection of its position
when it is hanging as shown in F ig. 8. The
device indicates by its position whether a
call is sounded or not if it was previously
slid up into place before the person desiring
the information has left, and it can be felt
in the dark, indicating also by its position
whether a call has sounded.

In Fig. 4 the indicator is made with the
portion 19 arranged to swing on the staple
16 to bring the indicator from between the
bell and the vibrator when the bell and its
box are arranged so as to have the bell pro-
jecting from the upper side of the box.

The indicator can have a suitable legend
or distinctive color, or it can be provided
with advertising matter.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is:— v

1. The combination of a telephone bell
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and its vibrator, with a staple, and an in-
dicator pivoted at one end to the staple and
swinging freely thereon, the indicator being
so disposed that its free end can be shid be-
tyween the bell and vibrator to be held in
raized position and allowed to drop when
the vibrator is operated.

9. The combination of a telephone bell and
its vibrator, with a flat L-shaped sheet
pivoted =0 as to freely swing ou one of 1its
arms below the bell, the pivotal connection
being so disposed that the sheet can be slid
and held edgeswise between the bell and the
vibrator.

The combination of a telephone bell and
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shaped sheet, the

its vibrator, with a f
oheet having one arm perforated to receive
a pivotal connection, said pivotal connection
cupporting the sheet, said sheet being pei-
torated so as to receive the vibrator when
the sheet is slid endiwise between the bell and
the vibrator.

Tn testimony, that I elaim the foregoing
T have hervetmto set my hand this 12th day
of February, 1912,

oL IWTRT T RTITR T TYT
BARMIM L. BEERENDT.

iat |
N

1. Canrronip,
1. AL JoHsoN.

-

satent may be obtained for five cents each,

Patents,

by addressing the “ Commissioner of

Washington, I 8.7

20



