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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, RoBErT B. HUGDNIN,
of the. city, county, and State of New York,
haveinvented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Can-Openers, of which the following
is a specification:

This invention consists, first, in the con-
struction and use, in combination with an up-
ward-cutting blade, of a non-cutting or stop
Drojection, - extending outwardly from the
front end of said blade for the purpose of
limiting its upward cut, and to cause the
blade to remain in the cut made in the can till
the operation'is complete, the process re-
quiring but the upward and downward move-
ment of the handle, and the carrying forward
of the fulerum rest and blade, to give a con-
tinuous and smooth cut thr: oughout Secondly,
the invention consists in a rigid fulerum-rest,
formed by the end corner edges of an abrupt
terminating tang, its terminus being secured
or fastened to the blade-tang by fastening-
Jugs lapping upon each side of the edge of the
blade-tang, just back of the intersection of
the blade-tang with the blade, the object be-
ing to obtam a rigid fulerum-bearing rest, in
close proximity to the handle, for elthel (,ut
ting-edge of the blade. Thirdly, the invention
consists in constructing and using, in combi-
nation with the commonly-ured can-opener
knife blade, of a hand-protecting shield, pro-
jeeting beyond and over the outer end of the
said blade, so as to protect the user from cut-
ting the hand holding the can by the acci-
dental slipping of the knife from contact with
-Solder, or other hard substance, during the
operation of opening the can, and also to de-
prive the knife-blade of its dangerous cutting
qualities, however used. FIourthly, the inven-
tion "consists in constructing and using a
transversely and lonomudmally curved or bent
hand-protecting or blade shield, the transverse
curve allowing a less space between the blade
and shield, and the longitudinal bend or curve
allowing -the shield to more fully protect the
pomt of the blade.

.. In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1is

a front.and side view of my impix oved device
for opening cans; Fig. 2, detail view showing
the manner of constructlon, with non- cuttmg
projection, protecting-shield, and fulerum-rest;

Fig. 3, view of the blade and 1ts tang D, and
the tdno I, having the fulcrum- 1ebt on one
side of the blade, so as to be available, whether
cutting with the right or left hand as also i is
the shield and projection C. .
A, handle in which the blade and fulerum-

rest tangs are inserted for permanent use; B,
knife-blade, made either curved or straight;

C, projection- from, or extension of, blade’ B

being a narrowed non-cutting continuation of
blade B, the end of which continuation is made
chisel or point shaped, to enter the can easily,
while the sidesor edﬂes are made non-cutting
by flattening or 1oundlng them, the object be.

ing to arrest the cutting of the blade B, so as
to prevent its coming entirely out of the can
during the operation of cutting. .This pro-
jection serves as a positive stop when the end
of the cutting portion of blade B is reached.
D, tang of blade B; E, tang of fulcrum-rest I¥
fmd shleld G; F, fuleuun 1ebt of cutting-blade
B. This rest is made so as to be avallablefm
cutting with either edge of the knife,‘and is .
on one side of the blade only. It is made or
cast with the tang E, which is secured to tang
D by a rivet, or .by the two opposite sides or
projections of the:rest. being. bent or riveted
down over the tang D. In manufacturing, it
is advantageous to have the restmadeseparate
from the steel-piece forming the blade and its
tang. H H, fastening-lugs, used for securely

attachmo the two tanos together, and to resist
the pressure on the 1ulcrum—1est during the
operation of cutting open tlie can; G, shleld

covering the blade B.” It is made Wldel and
longer than the blade, so as to protect the
hand of the user in case the knife slips, and to
render it safe in the hands of children. This
shield may be made to conform to the general
shape of the blade, whether it be strzuoht or
curved, either lengthwise or tr ansvelsely and,

at a pomt nearly 0pp051te the end of the cut

ting-edges of the blade, the shield may be
bent or curved inward, covering -the line of
of direction the blade takes, thus more fully
covering the blade- projecting point. ~The
transverse curve of the inner surface of the
shield enables it to work closer to the can,re- -
quiring less space between . the blade .and
shield, and enables the operator to cut the top
from the can umfmmb, near its edoe, all
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around, in- a smooth cut, leaving the can fit
for use afterward, if desired.

This device is also adapted to the opening
of wine-bottles, having their corks fastened
with wire, the projection of the blade B and
shield being both useful for this purpose.

It should be noted that, since the shield is
formed with a tang, and, likewise, the blade
with atang, for connecting them with a handle,
that either can be removed, in case of break-
ing, and a new one substituted; and, further,
I would say, that the shield is not employed
solely as a guide for the Dblade, its prime ob-
ject Deing to cover the blade, so as to prevent
its edge or point cutting the hand of the op-
crator, should the implement slip from the ean
which it is designed to cut.

‘What I claim as my invention is—

1 The non-cutting or stop projection C,
formed on the end of a cutting-blade B, in
combination’ with a falcrum-rest, F, and a
handle, A, substantially as deseribed.

_ 2. The tang E, having the rigid fulerum-rest
T and fastening lugs H H/ lappingon the edges
of tang D, in combination with tang D, blade
B, and handle A, all arranged and connected
together substantially as described.

3. The blade B, having a front thrust cut-
ting-edge, in combination with a fulerum-rest,
I, and protecting shield (&, projecting beyond
and over the outer end of said blade, substan-
tially as described.

4. In combination with the cutting-blade B,
the transverse and longitudinally curved or
bent shield (, projecting beyond the cutting-
edge and point of the Dblade, substantially as
deseribed.

R. B. HUGUNIN,
Witnesses: '

A. H. NORRIS,
W.J. PEYTON.




