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This invention relates to a device for regulating the 
quantity and placement of mortar used in a masonary 
wall. 

In the past masonry walls have been constructed by 
the manual application of skilled masons or bricklayers 
who perform in a workmanlike manner. Where, how 
ever, a nonskilled workman prefers to build his own 
wall, he is seldom satisfied with the resulting appearance. 

It has been found that a nonskilled person may con 
struct a wall in an even and workmanlike manner with 
considerable speed. The device of the present invention 
permits the placement of the proper amount of mortar 
between each course of bricks. The device is not only 
conducive to a speedy performance and saving of mortar, 
but it provides an accurate procedure with uniform 
mortar joints and brick spacing. 
Accordingly, it is an object of this invention to pro 

vide a mortar jig which permits a rapid and accurate 
application of mortar in a course of bricks. 

It is another object of this invention to provide a mor 
tar jig which results in a uniform mortar joint without 
wasting mortar. 

It is another object of this invention to provide a mor 
tar jig which is easy to use and quickly removed and 
replaced during use. 

Finally, it is an object of this invention to provide a 
mortar jig which is economical to manufacture, easy to 
operate, and requires a minimum amount of maintenance 
and repair. 
These and other objects and advantages apparent to 

those skilled in the art from the following description 
and claim may be obtained, the stated results achieved, 
and the described difficulties and problems overcome and 
solved by the parts, elements, constructions, mechanisms, 
combinations, subcombinations, and arrangements, which 
comprise the present invention, the nature of which is 
set forth in the following general statement, preferred 
embodiments of which-illustrative of the best mode in 
which applicants have contemplated applying the prin 
ciples-are set forth in the following description and 
shown in the drawing, and which are particularly and 
distinctly pointed out and set forth in the appended claim 
forming parthereof. 

In general terms the present invention may be de 
scribed as comprising a rectangular frame having two 
spaced parallel side members and two spaced parallel 
end members, the end members being secured to one 
side member, the other side member being detachably 
secured to the end members, means for detachably se 
curing said other side member to each end member and 
including slot means for receiving the end portion of 
each end member, the end portion of each end member 
having notch means for receiving one edge forming each 
slot means, said other side member being adjustable be 
tween positions of engagement and disengagement with 
the slot means, said other side member being manually 
adjustable between said positions, and spring means for 
holding said other side member in said position of engage 
ment within the slot means. 

Referring to the drawing forming part hereof in which 
preferred embodiments are shown by way of example: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the device mount 

ed on a brick wall; 
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FIG. 2 is a vertical sectional view taken on the line 

2-2 of FIG. 1; and 
FIG. 3 is a vertical sectional view of another embodi 

ment of the mortar jig as used on concrete blocks. 
Similar numerals refer to similar parts throughout the 

drawing. 
in FIG. 1 a mortar jig is generally indicated at 1 

where it is mounted in place for use on a wall composed 
of bricks 2. The jig 1 includes a pair of spaced parallel 
side members 3 and 4, a pair of spaced end members 5 
and 6, and means generally indicated at 7 for detachably 
mounting the side member 4 in place on the end mem 
bers 5 and 6. The side members 3 and 4 are elongated 
strips which may be 18 inches long and one inch wide. 
Both members 3 and 4 are necessarily flat except for 
the member 4 having tabs 8 at opposite ends for finger 
engagement upon releasing said member from its position 
of engagement on the end members 5 and 6. 
The end members 5 and 6 are fixedly secured to the 

side member 3. As shown for the end member 5 in 
FIG. 2, by way of example, the side member 3 is pro 
vided with an aperture 9 in which a reduced end portion 
10 of the end member is seated and secured in place by 
a weld 11. 
The side member 4 is provided with a pair of similar 

slots 12 which have a spacing equal to and which are 
aligned with the end members 5 and 6. 

Both end members 5 and 6 are identical and have 
the construction of end member 5, shown in FIG. 2, 
which has a reduced end portion 13 and has a notch 14 
which provides a shoulder 15 with the wider body por 
tion of the end member 5. The notch 14 also provides 
a shoulder edge 16 on the side of the notch adjacent the 
reduced end portion 13. The notch has a width slightly 
greater than the thickness of the side member 4 to facil 
itate insertion and removal of said member into and out 
of the notch. 
The length of the slot is slightly greater than the 

width of the reduced end portion 13. When the side 
member 4 is seated in the notch 14, the upper side of the 
side member 4 is aligned with the upper sides of the end 
members 5 and 6 and with the side member 3. 
The attachment means 7 also includes a coil spring 17 
having one end 18 secured to an aperture 19 in the re 
duced end portion 13 and having another end portion 20 
Secured in an aperture 21 in the side member 4. The 
other end portion 20 of the spring 17 is located above a 
horizontal line between the notches 14 in the end mem 
bers 5 and 6, which line is a pivot line about which the 
side member 4 is rotated counterclockwise when it is 
seated in the notch 14 so that the lower portion of the side 
member is held snugly against the bricks 2. The lower 
portions of both side members 3 and 4 exert a slight 
Squeezing action on the top portions of the bricks 2 and 
hold the jig securely in place. 
With the jig in place, as shown in FIG. 1, mortar may 

be placed on the top of the bricks 2 and within the frame 
of the jig 1. The aligned top edges of the frame members 
3, 4, 5, and 6 permit the leveling of the top of the mortar 
and removal of any excess mortar. The jig 1 may then 
be removed and placed in the next adjacent position for 
the application of another segment of mortar and leaving 
the previous segment 22 of mortar (FIG. 1) intact and 
ready for the placement of another course of bricks 2. 
The jig 1 is removed from its location by simultaneously 

lifting the tabs 8 when the thumb of each hand is placed 
on the right and left end portions and the corresponding 
index finger is placed under the tab and lifted. The force 
of the spring 17 then pulls the side member 4 to the dotted 
position, as shown in FIG. 2, which provides sufficient 
clearance for replacement of the jig 1 at the next adjacent 
segment of bricks 2. 
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In FIG. 3 a mortar jig generally indicated at 23 may 
be provided for use with concrete blocks 24. The men 
bers for the jig 23 have substantially the same construc 
tion as for the jig 1 used for the bricks 2. However, due 
to variations in the width of concrete blocks 24, a plural 
ity of notches 25 are provided on end members 26 in 
stead of a single notch 14, as shown in FIG. 2. Each 
notch 25 has a vertical side 27 adjacent a spring 28. Each 
notch 25 also has an inclined surface 29 on the side of the 
notch remote from the spring 28. For that purpose, a 
slot 36 in a side member 31 has an upper tapered end 32 
corresponding to the shape of the several notches 25. 
Thus, the end 32 may be placed in any one of the notches 
25 which permits the tightest fit when the jig 23 is placed 
on a course of concrete blocks 24. For that purpose, 
the spring 28, like the spring 17, applies a slight clockwise 
rotation to the side member 32 about its horizontal axis 
with the end 32 serving as a pivotal point where it is held 
fixedly in place and in abutment with the corresponding 
vertical side 27. 

In the foregoing description certain terms have been 
used for brevity, clearness, and understanding, but no 
unnecessary limitations have been implied therefrom as 
such words are used for descriptive purposes and are in 
tended to be broadly construed. 

Moreover, the embodiments of the improved construc 
tion illustrated and described herein are by way of ex 
ample and the scope of the present invention is not lim 
ited to the exact construction shown. 

Having now described the invention, construction, oper 
ation, and use of preferred embodiments thereof and the 
advantageous, new, and useful results obtained thereby; 
the new and useful mortar jig and reasonable mechanical 
equivalents thereof obvious to those skilled in the art 
are set forth in the appended claim. 
What is claimed is: 
A mortar jig for placing a segment of mortar of uni 

form thickness on a course of bricks, including two hori 
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zontally extending parallel side members, two spaced 
parallel end members secured to and extending from 
one side of one of the side members, each end member 
having at least one notch spaced from said one side mem 
ber, each notch having a vertical shoulder facing said one 
side member, the other side member having a slot en 
gageable with each notch on each side member, each side 
member having upper and lower edge portions extending 
above and below a course of bricks, said other side 
member being pivotally movable about a longitudinal axis 
extending between the points of contact between the 
notches and slots, the extent of pivotal movement being 
between loose and snug-fitting engagement of the lower 
portion of the other side member with a course of bricks, 
a spring extending between the upper edge portion of said 
other side member and the end member and holding the 
lower edge portion of the other side member in snug-fitting 
engagement with a course of bricks and holding the upper 
edge portion against the vertical shoulder, said other side 
member also being manually movable out of the notch 
and slot engagement position, whereby the other side 
member is easily detached from snug-fitting engagement 
with the course of bricks to permit removal of the jig 
from a course of bricks after mortar is laid. 
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