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o© (57) Abstract: A prefabricated composite insulation board (1) comprises a facing (2) of a flexible sheet material and a plurality of
vacuum insulation panels (VIP) (3) adhesive! } bonded thereto. A body of insulating foam (4) overlies the vacuum insulating panels
(3) and the carrier (2). There are gaps (5) between adjacent vacuum insulation panels (3) and these gaps are filled with the loam (4).

o Alternatively, groups of VIP's (3) may be positioned close to one another and gaps (6) left at defined locations. These gaps (6) may
be used to provide regions at which the panel may be cut to a desired length without cutting through and VIP's (3). External mark -
ings such as cut-lines (7) may be provided to indicated the location of these gaps (6). To manufacture a composite insulation board
(1) of the invention on a continuous production line a facing sheet (2) with a pre-applied adhesive (6) is provided on a supply reel
(10). The adhesive may be heat activated.
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Cl aims Nos. : 23, 34, 35

no meaningful search possi ble

The appl i cant ' s attention i s drawn t o the fact that c l aims rel ating t o
inventions i n respect of whi ch no international search report has been
establ i shed need not be the subject of an international prel iminary
examination (Rule 66. 1(e) PCT) . The appl cant i s advi sed that the EPO

pol i cy when acting as an Internati onal Prel imi nary Examini ng Authori t y i s
normal l y not t o carry out a prel iminary examination on matter whi ch has
not been searched. Thi s i s the case i rrespecti ve of whether or not the
cl aims are amended fol lowi ng recei pt of the search report or during any
Chapter I I procedure. I f the appl i cati on proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the appl i cant i s reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Gui del i ne C-VI , 8.2) ,
should the problems whi ch led t o the Arti cle 17(2) declaration be
overcome.
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