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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, JOEN T. LEWIS, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Catharpin,
in the county of Prince William and State of
Virginia, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Latches for Gates; and
I do declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exactdescription of theinvention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying dravw-
ings, and to the letters of reference marked
thereon, which form a part of this specifica-
tion.

This invention relates to certain new and

useful improvements in gate-latches, and es-

pecially to a novel construction whereby a se-
ries of latches are pivoted to a gate-post and
have their rear ends pivoted to a vertical bar
or strip which has its upper end pivoted to a
double handle-bar, which in' turn is pivoted
to the gate-post, by which construction the
pivoted end of the gate-latches may be raised
by a person standing on one side of the gate
by depressing one end of the said double le-
ver-bar, while a person standing on the other
side of the gate raises the pivoted end of the
latches by raising up the opposite end of the
lever-bar or double handle-bar.

By my simple construetion of latches,which
may be readily applied to any ordinary con-
struction of gate, I am able to simultaneously
release the latches, which are so pivoted to
the gate-post that the free hooked end of each
lateh will engage under the parallel strips or
boards of the gate and allow the gate to freely
swing. :

To these ends and to such others as the in-
vention may pertain the same consists, fur-

ther, in the novel construction, combination, -

and adaptation of the parts, as will be here-
inafter more fully described, and then specif-
iecally defined in the appended claim.

T clearly illustrate my invention inthe ac-
companying drawings, which, with the letters
of reference marked thereon, form a part of
this specification, and in which drawings simi-
lar letters of reference indicate like parts
in Doth views, in which— ‘

Figure 1is a perspective view of a gate hav-
ing applied thereto a latch embodying my in-
vention. Fig. 2 is a sectional view on the

line 2 2 of Fig. 1 with latch open.
Referring to the details of the drawings by

letter, A designates a gate-post, to which is
hinged the gate B of any suitable construc-
tion. Secured to the face of the post C at
suitable intervals are the latches D, having
hooked portions. These latches are pivoted
on pins E, each having an end seated in the
post and its other end carried in a yoke G,
which is secured to the post in any suitable
manner. The forward free end of each latch
is beveled away, and the notch K on the up-
per side is of sufficient size to fit under the
board or strip of the gate to lock the gate shut.
The number of latches may differ, as there
may be one for each board of the gate. How-
ever, I show but two, which will illustrate the
principle of my invention. The rear end of
each of the said latches is pivoted to a bar M,
and N is a bar having a handle portion at
each end. This lever or bar is pivoted on a
pin carried on the yoke R and the post C, and
the bar M is pivoted to the said handled bar.

It will be observed that the handle or lever
Nispivoted to the gate-post at one side of its
middle portion, and when it is desired to open
the gate from one side the lever is depressed,
while from the opposite side of the gate the
operator has to raise the opposite end of the
lever, as will be readily understood.

Owing to the simpleness of the construction
of myinvention it will be seen that it can
be applied to any ordinary construction of
panel-gates in which the strips run horizon-
tally, or in case of gates having vertical pan-
els cleats or strips may be provided, with
which the latches may engage.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim to be new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

A gate-catch consisting of the latches D
pivoted between the yokes G and post C, and
notched on their upper edges near their free
ends, combined with the lever M, having piv-
otal connection with the rear ends of the said
catches, and the handle-bar, secured to the
said post, and to which bar is pivoted the up-
per end of the said lever M, all substantially
as shown and deseribed.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

JOHN T. LEWIS.
Witnesses:
HArRY Y. Davis,
FraxgLin H. HougH.
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