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This invention relates to folding tables such as
card tables, cocktail tables, and the like, and
relates more particularly to tables provided with

B :* separable and relatively thin top member; such
‘B as a sheet of glass or fibre. i R

It is the general object of my invention to pro-
vide an improved metallic supporting frame for
such a table, so constructed that the separable

56 top may be quickly and easily attached or de-
0 i.ched with respect to the supporting frame.
A further object of my invention is to, provide

a folding frame by which the separable top will be-

firmly retained and safely held, whether the table

i is folded or unfolded. R
1 also provide a table supporting frame com-
prising two continuous and substantially rec-

tangular members, pivoted together in their side

portions and preferably»formed frpm,tubing‘or .

wire rods. . .

preferred forms of the invention are shown in
the drawings, in which

Fig. 1 is an end elevation of one form of my
jimproved table; ’

PFig. 2 is a side view, looking in the direction of
the arrow 2 in Fig. 1;

Tig. 3 is a partial plan view, looking in the
direction of the arrow 3 in Fig. 1;

Fig. 4 is a partial end view, similar to Fig. 1
but showing the supporting frame partly folded;

Pig. b shows the same parts in fully folded
position; )

Tig. 6 is an enlarged side view of one of the
guide members to which the top member is at-
tached;

Fig. 7 is a partial plan view, looking in the di-
rection of the arrow T in Fig. 6;

-Fig. 8 is a view similar to Fig. 6 but showing a
slight modification;

Fig. 9 is a partial sectional elevation showing a
further modification; and

Pig. 10 is a detail sectional view, taken along
the line i0—10 in Fig. 9. ‘

Referring to Figs. 1 to 7, I have shown a fold-
ing table comprising a top member 20, a pair of
guide members 2f and a pair of continuous sup-
porting frames 22 and 23. The frames 22 and 23
are preferably formed from metal tubing but may
pe formed from wire rod if preferred, with the
abutting ends welded together or otherwise per-
manently secured. The frames are substantially
rectangular in shape, but are preferably rounded
at the corners as indicated at 25.

The frame 23 is of such size that it will fit
55 between the sides of the frame 22, as shown in
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Fig. 2, and the two frames are pivoted together
by pins 24, extending through' the adjacent side
portions of the frames. i ] : ‘

The top mernber 28 may be' a sheet of plate ..
glass or may be a sheet of fibre or composition 8
which is sufficiently stiff and rigid.” ‘

* math guide member 21 (Fig. 6) comprises a

. piece of flat sheet metal, bent to the form shown

in said fisure and having upwardly projecting ..
and slightly recessed end portions 30. The guide 10
members 21 are slightly resilient and. are of such
noral contour that they must be slightly ex-
panded to hook over the edges of the top mem-
ber 20 as shown in Fig. 1 and at the right in Fig.
6. When the guide members 21 arereleased after 5
assembly, they contract and firmly grip the ‘edges

of the top member. , Lo

‘A thin plate 32 may be inserted between each
guide member 21 and the top member 20.  This
plate 32 is not rigidly secured to its guide member 20
21 but rests thereon and is provided with de-
pressed Iugs 33 adapted to fit in corresponding
depressions 34 (Fig. 7) in the horizontal shoulder
portions 35 of the member 21. The coaction of
the Iugs 33 and depressions 34 prevents lateral 25
displacement of the plates 32.

Toops 36 are provided on the outer frame mem-
ber 22, which loops loosely encircle the upstand-
ing portions 87 of the guide members 21 and pre-
vent relative displacement of the parts. 30

1t will be noted that each guide member 21 is
of substantially greater depth adjacent its up-
standing portion 317, so as to provide room to re-
ceive the top cross bars of the two frame mem-
bers 22 and 23 when said members are folded to 36
the ‘position shown in Fig. 5, and to avoid any
chance of pinching the fingers between the bars.

The plates 32 receive the wear from the sliding
upper cross rods of the frames 22 and 23, and
also improve the appearance of the table when a 40
glass or transparent top is used.

The construction shown in Fig. 8 is substan-
tially the same as that shown in Fig. 6, except
that the guide member 48 has a recessed portion
41 adjacent one end. thereof, instead of being 45
gradually increased in depth from one end to the
other as in Fig. 6.

In Figs. 9 and 10 I have shown a modified con~
struction in which upper guide members 50 and
lower guide members 51 are substituted for the
one-piece guide members 21 or 40 previously. de-
seribed. The guide members 58 closely underlie
the top member 20 throughout their length and
are provided with U-shaped depressed portions 55
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52 adjacent each end thereof. A plate 53 may
be inserted between the upper guide member 50
and the top member 20 if desired, as in the forms
previously described.

The lower guide members 51 are preferably
formed from wire rods having eyes 55 formed
at each end thereof and bent laterally to seat in
the depressed portions 52 of the upper guide
members 50. The lower guide members 5§ must
be inserted through the frame members 22 and
23 before assembly with the top members 50 and
thereafter form guidebars for the upper portions
of the frame members, all as previously ex-
plained. :

It will be noted from the foregoing deseription
that I have provided a very simple but strong
and rigid folding metallic frame structure for
supporting a sheet of glass or any other rela-
tively thin and separable top member and for
firmly holding said top member, whether the
table is folded or -unfolded. Furthermore, the
top member is quickly and easily removable from
the supporting frame structure, so that different
top members may be provided for different pur-
poses if so desired. .

Having thus described my invention and the
advantages thereof, I do not wish to be limited
to the details herein disclosed, otherwise than as
set forth in the claims, but what I claim is:

1. A folding table comprising a separable top
member, a folding supporting structure formed
of two substantially rectangular and continuous
frames pivoted together at their opposite sides,
and slightly resilient guide members by which
the upper parts of said frames are slidably as-
sociated with said top member, said guide mem-
bers extending through said rectangular frames
and yieldingly gripping the edges of said top
member by the inherent resilience of said guide
members. .
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2. The combination in a table as set forth in
claim 1, in which a thin metal wear plate is inter-
posed between each guide member and the under
surface of said top member.

3. The combination in a table as set forth in
claim 1, in which a thin metal wear plate is in-
terposed between each guide member and the
under surface of said top member, and in which
means is provided to detachably retain each
wear plate in assembled relation with its asso-
ciated guide member. ‘ ,

4. A folding table comprising a separable top
member, a folding supporting structure formed
of two substantially rectangular and continuous
frames of equal height and pivoted together at
their opposite sides, and guide members loosely
connected with the top bar of one of said frames
and by which the top bar of the other frame is
slidably associated with said top member, said

- guide members engaging said top member and

extending through both supporting frames and
being made of bar stock of substantially uniform
cross section and being more widely spaced below
said top member at one end of said guide mem-
bers to permit nesting of the top bars of the two
supporting frames when the table is folded.

5. A folding table comprising a separable top
member, a folding supporting structure. formed
of two frames pivoted together and on which the
top member is supported, and guide members
extending loosely through .said two supporting
frames and having upstanding recessed end por-
tions provided with shoulders which ehgage the
under side of the edges of the top member -when
assembled therewith, said guide members being
slightly resilient throughout their length and said
recessed end portions being thereby rendered ef-
fective to yieldingly grip the edges of said top
member when assembled therewith. -
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