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RECORDING METHOD AND APPARATUS 
FOR CONTROLLING EJECTION BUBBLE 

FORMATION 

This application is a continuation of application Ser. No. 
07/692,935 filed Apr. 29, 1991, now abandoned. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION AND RELATED 
ART 

The present invention relates to a recording method and a 
recording apparatus having a process Step by which a bubble 
produced by thermal energy communicates with ambience, 
more particularly to a recording method and apparatus Such 
as a printer for recording images or characters on paper or 
cloth (recording material) in accordance with a recording 
Signal, a copying machine, a facsimile machine having an 
information transmitting System, an electronic typewriter 
having a keyboard, a wordprocessor, or a compound System 
or the like. 

Among various recording methods which have been put 
into practice for various printers, an ink jet System as 
disclosed in U.S. Pat. Nos. 4,723,129, 4,740,796 or the like, 
which uses thermal energy to produce film boiling, is 
advantageous. In one of the types a liquid passage is not 
blocked by the bubble in U.S. Pat. No. 4,410,899. 

The prior art is applicable to various recording Systems, 
but they do not disclose or teach, to the practical level, the 
system wherein the created bubble communicates with the 
ambience. This system will be called “ambience communi 
cation System”. 
AS one type of the ambience communication System, 

there is a system in which the bubble explodes. However, 
Since the liquid ejection is not Stabilized, it is not practical. 
Japanese Laid-Open Patent Application No. 161935/1979 
discloses a cylindrical nozzle provided with an internal 
cylindrical heater in which the nozzle is blocked by the 
bubble, although the ejection principle is not known, but it 
Splashes a great number of fine ink droplets as well as the 
relatively large major droplet. 

Japanese Laid-Open Patent Application No. 185455/1986 
discloses that liquid ink is filled in a Small clearance between 
a heat generating head and a plate member having Small 
openings and is heated by the heat generating head to create 
a bubble to eject a droplet of the ink through the fine 
opening. Also, the gas forming the bubble is ejected through 
the fine opening. By doing So, an image is formed on a 
recording material. 

Japanese Laid-Open Patent Application No. 249768/1986 
discloses that a bubble is formed by application of thermal 
energy to liquid ink. By the expansion force of the bubble, 
a Small droplet of the ink is formed and ejected. 
Simultaneously, the gas forming the bubble is ejected 
through a large opening into the atmosphere. By doing So, an 
image is formed on the recording material. The System of 
this publication is characterized by the absence of the wall. 

These two publications at most disclose the ambience 
communication System by Simply Stating So or by Simply 
expressing in the drawing. The details of the bubble are not 
considered. 

Japanese Laid-Open Patent Application No. 197246/1986 
discloses recording apparatus using thermal energy, in which 
the ink is Supplied into plural bores and is heated by a 
recording head having heat generating means to the tem 
perature of 150-200 C., by which a droplet of the ink is 
ejected onto the recording material. However, in the record 
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2 
ing apparatus of this type, it is difficult to completely closely 
dispose the heat generating element and the recording 
medium, and therefore, the thermal efficiency is not as good 
as expected, and therefore, it is not Suitable for a high Speed 
recording, as the case may be. This publication discloses 
ejection of the ink using the pressure of the created bubble, 
but it does not disclose the Specific principles of ejection. 
Therefore, any Solution to the problem is not even Sug 
gested. This publication shows in its FIG.3 the growth of the 
bubble, in which the bubble growth from a point, and 
therefore, it is understood that the bubble is created by an 
extension of the nucleate boiling. In addition, the commu 
nication between the bubble and the air occurs in a Space 
away from the ejection outlet, and therefore, the ejection 
behavior is not stabilized in addition, the ink remains around 
the ejection outlet. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is intended to provide a practical 
Solution to the problems with the ambience communication 
System inkjet recording apparatus. The present invention is 
based on new investigations and analysis as to the preferable 
conditions under which the bubble communicates with the 
ambience. 

Accordingly, it is a principal object of the present inven 
tion to provide a recording method and apparatus wherein 
the splashing of the liquid due to the explosion of the bubble 
is Suppressed. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a 
recording method and apparatus wherein the liquid droplet 
formation is stabilized. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide a 
recording method and a recording apparatus wherein the 
bubble communicates with the ambience under preferable 
conditions. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide a 
recording method and apparatus wherein the bubble com 
municates with the ambience under Such a condition that the 
Volume and the Speed of the ejected droplet are Stabilized. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide an 
on-demand recording method and a on-demand type record 
ing apparatus wherein plural ejection outlets are arranged at 
a high density without the problem of undesirable tempera 
ture rise. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide an 
on-demand recording method and an on-demand recording 
apparatus which is excellent in the image quality and in the 
high frequency response. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide a 
recording method and a recording apparatus having a long 
Service life. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide a 
recording method and a recording apparatus which is stable 
in the recording operation. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide a 
recording method and a recording apparatus which have 
plural liquid passages with good refilling property. 

According to an aspect of the present invention, there is 
provided a liquid jet recording method, comprising: apply 
ing thermal energy to liquid in a liquid passage to produce 
film boiling of the liquid to produce a bubble; permitting the 
bubble to communicate with ambience; wherein the liquid 
passage is not blocked in the communicating Step. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided a liquid jet recording method wherein ink 



6,155,673 
3 

is heated to create a bubble which is effective to eject at least 
a part of the ink, the improvement resides in that the bubble 
communicates with ambience under the condition that an 
internal pressure of the bubble is lower than a pressure of the 
ambience. 

According to a further aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided a recording method using a recording head 
including an ejection outlet for ejecting ink, a liquid passage 
communicating with the ejection outlet and an ejection 
energy generating means for generating thermal energy 
contributable to ejection of the ink by creation of a bubble 
in the liquid passage, wherein the bubble communicates 
with the ambience when l/le1 is Satisfied, where l is a 
distance between an ejection outlet Side end of the ejection 
energy generating means and an ejection outlet Side end of 
the bubble, and l is a distance between that end of the 
ejection energy generating means which is remote from the 
ejection outlet and that end of the bubble which is remote 
from the ejection outlet. 

According to a yet further aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided a liquid jet method using a recording head 
having an ejection outlet for ejecting ink, a liquid passage 
communicating with the ejection outlet and an ejection 
energy generating element for generating thermal energy 
contributable to the ejection of the ink by creation of a 
bubble in the liquid passage, wherein a first order differential 
of a movement speed of an ejection outlet Side end of the 
created bubble is negative, when the bubble created by the 
ejection energy generating means communicates with the 
ambience through the ejection outlet. 

These and other objects, features and advantages of the 
present invention will become more apparent upon a con 
sideration of the following description of the preferred 
embodiments of the invention taken in conjunction with the 
accompanying drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIGS. 1A, 1B and 1C schematically illustrate communi 
cation of a bubble with the ambience (atmosphere); FIG. 1B 
is a Sectional view along a plane including the longitudinal 
center, and FIG. 1C is a sectional view similar to FIG. 1B but 
taken-along a plane closer to a lateral wall. 

FIG. 2 illustrates a method of measuring a volume of a 
droplet. 

FIGS. 3A-3C show a top plan view and a side view of the 
ejected liquid and a graph of the Volume of the ejected 
liquid, respectively. 

FIGS. 4A-4B illustrate a recording head according to an 
embodiment of the present invention. 

FIGS. 5A and 5B show a recording head according to 
another embodiment of the present invention. 

FIGS. 6A, 6B, 6C, 6D and 6E are graphs of the changes 
of the internal pressure and the volume of a bubble with time 
in the recording apparatus and recording method according 
to a Specific embodiment according to the present invention. 

FIGS. 7A-7F illustrate ejection of the liquid in a record 
ing method and a recording apparatus according to another 
Specific embodiment of the present invention. 

FIGS. 8A and 8B are graphs showing performance of a 
recording method and a recording apparatus according to a 
further Specific embodiment of the present invention. 

FIGS. 9A and 18A are perspective views of recording 
heads according to embodiments So the present invention. 

FIGS. 9B(1)–9B(3), 10A-10C, 11A-11C, 12A-12C, 
13A-13C, 14A-14C, 15A-15C, 16A-16C, 17A-17C, 18B 

15 

25 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

4 
(1)–18B(3), 19A, 19B, 20A-20C show the recording head 
according to embodiments of the present invention. 

FIG. 21 is a graph of the change of a ratio l/l (front and 
back sides of the bubble). 

FIGS. 22A(1)-22A(10) and 22B(1)–22B(4) illustrate 
movement of the leading edge of the bubble per unit time. 

In FIGS. 22A(1)-22A(5) (the left side views) are top plan 
views; and FIGS. 22A(6)-22A(10) (the right side views) are 
Side views at the corresponding time. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

FIGS. 1A and 1B shows typical examples of liquid 
passages using the present invention. However, the present 
invention is not limited to these structures, as will be 
understood from the descriptions which will be made here 
inafter. 

In FIG. 1A, a heat generating resistor layer Z is provided 
on a unshown base plate, and a plurality of ejection outlets 
5 are provided at an edge of the base plate. A Selecting 
electrodes E1 and a common electrode E2 have the known 
Structures. Designated by reference characters D and C area 
protection layer and a common liquid chamber, respectively. 

In response to electric Signals in the form of pulse signals 
in accordance with the recording Signals Supplied by the 
electrodes E1 and E2, the temperature of the heat generating 
portion between the electrodes E1 and E2 instantaneously 
rises to cause film boiling (not less than 300° C.), by which 
a bubble 6 is produced. In the embodiments of the present 
invention, the bubble 6 communicates with the ambience at 
its edge A adjacent the heat generating resistor layer 2 to 
produce a stabilized liquid droplet (broken line 7). Since the 
bubble communicates with the ambience (atmospheric air) 
adjacent the edge of the ejection outlet opening 5, the droplet 
of the ink can be created with-out Splashing of the liquid and 
without the production of the mist. The thus produced 
droplet of the liquid is ejected and deposited on the record 
ing material. 
The recording principle is Such that the liquid passage B 

is not completely blocked by the bubble 6 during the growth 
thereof. So, the ink refilling after the ejection is effected in 
good order. The accumulated heat by the high temperature 
(not less than 300° C.) is ejected into the ambience, and 
therefore, the frequency of the response is increased. 

In FIG. 1B, the common liquid chamber C is not shown. 
The liquid passage B is bent, as contrasted to FIG. 1A 
Structure, and the heat generating resistor 2 is provided on 
the Surface of the base plate at the bent portion. The ejection 
outlet has a croSS-Section decreasing in the direction of the 
ejection and is faced to a heat generating resistor 2. The 
ejection outlets are formed in an orifice plate OP. 

Similarly to the structure of FIG. 1A, the film boiling (not 
less than 300° C.) is caused, by which the bubble 6 develops 
to displace the ink in the thickness of the orifice plate OP. 
The bubble 6 communicates with the ambience in a region 
between A1 which is an outside edge of the ejection outlet 
opening 5 and A2 which is adjacent to the ejection outlet 
opening. With this State of communication, a Stabilized 
liquid droplet as shown by the broken line 7 can be ejected 
along the center of the ejection outlet without the Splashing 
of the liquid and without the production of the mist. The 
growth of the bubble does not block the liquid passage. 
More particularly, as will be understood from FIG. 1C, when 
the bubble communicates with the ambience, the bubble 
does not completely block the passage. Rather, the liquid 
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which is going to constitute the droplet is partly connected 
with the liquid in the liquid passage. This increases the Speed 
of the refilling of the liquid in the passage. In addition, the 
connection between the outside liquid and the inside liquid 
is effective to provide good shape of the droplet as shown in 
FIG. 1B by the reference numeral 7, so that the satellite 
droplets are formed in a Stabilized manner. Furthermore, the 
liquid not required to displace toward the ejection outlet can 
remain in the liquid passage as the mass of the liquid 
continuous with the remaining liquid, and therefore, the 
volume and the speed of the droplet 7 can be stabilized. 

In the embodiments of the present invention, the bubble 
develops at a high Speed toward the ejection outlet using the 
stabilized film boiling (particularly not less than 300° C.), 
and therefore, the high Speed recording is possible with high 
stability with the aid of good refilling property of the liquid 
passage which is not blocked by the bubble. 

The description will be made as to the preferable condi 
tions which may be incorporated individually or in combi 
nation in the structure shown in FIG. 1A or 1B to provide 
Significantly better liquid droplet formation. 

The first condition is that the bubble communicates with 
the ambience under the condition that the internal pressure 
of the bubble is lower than the ambient pressure. The 
communication under Such a condition is preferable since 
then the unstable liquid adjacent the ejection outlet is 
prevented from Scattering, although Such liquid is Scattered 
when the condition is not Satisfied. In addition, it is advan 
tageous in that the force, if not large, is applied to the 
instable liquid in the backward direction, by which the liquid 
ejection is further Stabilized, and the unnecessary liquid 
Splash can be Suppressed. 

The second condition is that the bubble communicates 
with the ambience under the condition that the first order 
differential of a movement speed of the front edge (the edge 
adjacent to the ejection outlet) of the bubble is negative. 
The third condition is that the bubble communicates with 

the ambience under the condition of 1/121, where l is a 
distance from an ejection outlet Side edge of the ejection 
energy generating means to the ejection outlet Side edge of 
the bubble, and l is a distance from that edge of the energy 
generating means remote from the ejection outlet to that 
edge of the bubble remote from the ejection outlet. It is 
further preferable that the second and third conditions are 
Simultaneously Satisfied. 

Referring to FIGS. 2 and 3A-3C, the description will be 
made as the method of measurement. 

First, the measuring method of ink volume Vd outside the 
ejection outlet will be dealt with. The configurations of the 
liquid droplet at the respective times after the ejection are 
determined by observation through a microscope 32 while 
the liquid droplet being ejected through the ejection outlet is 
illuminated with pulse light using a proper light Source 31 
Such as Stroboscope, LED or laser. More particularly, the 
recording head is driven continuously at a constant 
frequency, and the pulse light is emitted in Synchronism with 
the driving pulse and with a predetermined delay, by which 
the configuration of the liquid droplet projected in a direc 
tion after a predetermined period from the ejection can be 
determined. At this time, the pulse width of the pulse light 
is desirably as Small as possible, provided that the quantity 
of light Sufficient of the measurement is assured, Since then 
the measurement is accurate. The Volume of the droplet can 
be measured on the basis of measurement in one direction. 
However, for further accuracy, the following method is 
desirable. 
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6 
Referring to FIG. 2, the projective configurations of the 

ejected liquid droplet is observed through the microscope 
Simultaneously in orthogonal directions y and Z which are 
perpendicular to the X-axis, which is the ejection direction 
of the liquid droplet, while the droplet is illuminated with the 
pulse light described above. The direction y of the measure 
ment through the microscope or the direction Z is preferably 
parallel to the direction of the array of the ejection outlets. 

Referring to FIGS. 3A-3C, the widths a(x) and b(x) of the 
liquid droplet, along the X-axis, of the liquid droplet are 
measured on the images obtained in the two directions ((a) 
and (b)). Using the widths as the function of X, the volume 
Vd of the liquid droplet after a predetermined period after 
the ejection can be calculated by the following equation: 

The equation is based on approximation of y-Z croSS 
Section to an oval shape. The approximation provides Suf 
ficiently high accuracy for the calculations for the liquid 
droplet or the bubble volume which will be described 
hereinafter. 

Further, by gradually changing the delay period of the 
pulse light from Zero, the change of the droplet Volume Vd 
after the application of the driving pulse is effected. 
The same applies to the measurement of the bubble 

Volume in the liquid passage. 
After the preparation is made for observation of the 

bubble in the liquid passage, it is illuminated with pulse light 
in the two directions in the same manner as in the method of 
measuring the droplet Volume, So that the projective con 
figurations are determined. Then, using the above equation, 
the Volume can be determined. 

In order to determine the behavior of the liquid droplet or 
the bubble, the required time resolution power is approxi 
mately 0.1 micro-Sec. In consideration of this, the pulse light 
Source is in the form of an infrared LED, and the pulse width 
thereof is approximately 50 mSec. An infrared camera is 
connected to the microScope to photograph the image, from 
which the above-described ax) and b(x) are determined. 
Then, the above-described equation is used. 

In another method, a gas flow is used to determine which 
is larger the internal pressure of the bubble or the ambient 
pressure. This will be described. 

In this method, the gas flow (motion of the gas) resulting 
from the pressure difference between the inside and outside 
of the bubble at the instance when the bubble communicates 
with the ambience is determined. A fine tuft is disposed 
adjacent the ejection outlet, and the motion of the tuft caused 
by the gas flow is observed by the microscope. Otherwise, 
the change in the density of the air adjacent the ejection 
outlet caused by the flow is detected through an optical 
method or the like Such as Schlieren method, Mach-Zehnder 
interferometer method or halogram method or the like. 

If an outward gas flow from the liquid passage Side is 
observed at the instance when the bubble communicates 
with the ambience by the method, it is understood that the 
communication occurs when the internal pressure of the 
bubble is higher than the ambient preSSure. If an inward gas 
flow into the liquid passage is observed, it is understood that 
the communication occurs when the internal pressure of the 
bubble is lower than the ambient pressure. 

The description will be made as to the structure of the 
recording head used in the present invention. 

FIGS. 4A and 4B are a perspective view of a preferable 
recording head before the assembling thereof and a top plan 
view thereof. In FIG. 4B, the top plate shown in FIG. 4A is 
omitted. 
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The structure of the recording head shown in FIGS. 4A 
and 4B will be described. It comprises a base member 1 
having walls 8, and a top plate 4 Secured on the tops of the 
walls 8. By the joining, both of the liquid passages 12 and 
the common liquid chamber 10 are formed. The top plate 4 
is provided with a Supply opening 11 for Supplying the ink, 
and the ink is Supplied into the liquid passage 12 through the 
common liquid chamber 10 to which the liquid passages 12 
communicates. 

The base member 1 is provided with heaters 2, and for 
each of the heaterS 2, the liquid passages are formed. The 
heater 2 has a heat generating resistor layer (not shown) and 
an electrode (not shown) electrically connected with the heat 
generating resistor layer. The heater 2 is energized through 
the electrode in accordance with the recording Signal. Upon 
the energization, the heater 2 generates thermal energy to 
Supply the thermal energy to the ink Supplied into the liquid. 
The thermal energy produces a bubble in the ink in accor 
dance with the recording Signal. 

Another structure of the recording head usable with the 
present invention will be described. 

Referring to FIGS. 5A and 5B, there is shown a sectional 
View of the recording head and a top plan view. The prior 
difference of the recording head and the recording head 
shown in FIG. 5 is that the ink supplied into the liquid 
passage is ejected along or Substantially along the liquid 
passage direction, whereas in FIGS. 5A and 5B, the ink is 
ejected at an angle from the ink passage (the ejection outlet 
is formed directly above the heater). 

In FIGS.5A and 5B, the same reference numerals as in the 
FIGS. 4A and 4B are assigned to the elements having the 
corresponding functions. 

In FIGS. 5A and 5B, the ejection outlets 5 are formed in 
an orifice plate 16, and it integrally has walls 9 between the 
ejection outlets 5. 

FIGS. 6A-6E are graphs of bubble internal pressure vs. 
Volume change with time in a first Specific liquid jet method 
and apparatus according to a first Specific embodiment of the 
present invention. 

This aspect of the present invention is Summarized as 
follows: 

(1) A liquid jet method wherein a bubble is produced by 
heating ink to eject at least a part of the ink by the 
bubble, and wherein the bubble communicates with the 
ambience under the condition that the internal pressure 
of the bubble is not higher than the ambient pressure. 

(2) A recording apparatus including a recording head 
having an ejection outlet through which at least a part 
of ink is discharged by a bubble produced by heating 
the ink by an ejection energy generating means, a 
driving circuit for driving the ejection energy generat 
ing means So that the bubble communicates with the 
ambience under the condition that the internal pressure 
of the bubble is not more than the ambient pressure, and 
a platen for Supporting a recording material to face the 
ejection outlet. 

According to the Specific embodiments of the present 
invention, the Volume and the Speed of the discharged liquid 
droplets, are controlled So that the Splash or mist which is 
attributable to the incapability of sufficiently high speed 
record can be Suppressed. The contamination of the back 
ground of images can be prevented. When the present 
invention is embodied as an apparatus, the contamination of 
the apparatus can be prevented. The ejection efficiency is 
improved. The clogging of the ejection outlet or the passage 
can be prevented. The Service life of the recording head is 
expanded with high quality of the print. 
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8 
Referring to FIGS. 7A-7F, the principle of liquid ejection 

will be described, before FIGS. 6A-6E are described. The 
liquid passage is constituted by a base 1, a top plate 4 and 
unshown walls. 

FIG. 7A shows the initial state in which the passage is 
filled with ink 3. The heater 2 (electro-thermal transducer, 
for example) is instantaneously Supplied with electric 
current, the ink adjacent the heater 2 is abruptly heated by 
the pulse of the current, upon which a bubble 6 is produced 
on the heater 2 by the so-called film boiling, and the bubble 
abruptly expands (FIG.7B). The bubble continues to expand 
toward the ejection outlet 5, that is, in the direction of low 
intertia resistance. It further expands beyond the outlet 5 so 
that it communicates with the ambience (FIG.7C). At this 
time, the ambience is in equilibrium with the inside of the 
bubble 6, or it enters the bubble 6. 
The ink 3 pushed out by the bubble through the outlet 5 

moves forward further by the momentum given by the 
expansion of the bubble, until it becomes an independent 
droplet and is deposited on a recording material 101 Such as 
paper (FIG. 7D). The cavity produced adjacent the outlet 5 
is supplied with the ink from behind by the surface tension 
of the ink 3 and by the wetting with the member defining the 
liquid passage, thus restoring the initial state (FIG. 7E). The 
recording medium 101 is fed to the position faced to the ink 
ejection outlet 5 on a platen by means of the platen, roller, 
belt or a Suitable combination of them. As an alternative, the 
recording material 101 may be fixed, while the outlet (the 
recording head) is moved, or both of them may be moved to 
impart relative movement therebetween. What is required is 
the relative movement therebetween to face the outlet to a 
desired position of the recording material. 

In FIG. 7C, in order that the gas does not move between 
the bubble 6 and the ambience, or the ambient gas or gasses 
enter the bubble, at the time when the bubble 6 communi 
cates with the ambience, it is desirable that the bubble 
communicates with the ambience under the condition that 
the pressure of the bubble is equal to or lower than the 
ambient pressure. 

In order to satisfy the above, the bubble is made to 
communicate with the ambience in the period Satisfying 
tet1 in FIG. 6A. Actually, however, the relation between the 
bubble internal pressure and the bubble volume with the 
time is as shown in FIG. 6B, because the ink is ejected by 
the expansion of the bubble. Thus, the bubble is made to 
communicate with the ambience in the time Satisfying t=tb 
(t1stb) in FIG. 6C. 
The ejection of the droplet under this condition is pref 

erable to the ejection with the bubble internal pressure 
higher than the ambient pressure (the gas ejects into the 
ambience), in that the contamination of the recording paper 
or the inside of the apparatus due to the ink mist or Splash. 
Additionally, the ink acquires Sufficient energy, and 
therefore, a higher ejection speed, because the bubble com 
municates with the ambience only after the volume of the 
bubble increases. 

In addition, it is further preferable to let the bubble 
communicate with the ambience under the condition that the 
bubble internal pressure is lower than the external pressure, 
Since the above-described advantages are further enhanced. 
The lower preSSure communication is effective to prevent 

the unstabilized liquid adjacent the outlet from Splashing 
which otherwise is liable to occur. In addition, it is advan 
tageous in that the force, if not large, is applied to the 
unstabilized liquid in the backward direction, by which the 
liquid ejection is further Stabilized, and the unnecessary 
liquid Splash can be Suppressed. 
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In a first specific embodiment, the recording head has the 
heater2 adjacent to the outlet 5. This is the easy arrangement 
to make the bubble communicate with the ambience. 
However, the above-described preferable condition is not 
Satisfied by Simply making the heater 2 close to the outlet. 
The proper Selections are made to Satisfy it with respect to 
the amount of the thermal energy (the structure, material, 
driving conditions, area or the like of the heater, the thermal 
capacity of a member Supporting the heater, or the like), the 
nature of the ink, the various sizes of the recording head (the 
distance between the ejection outlet and the heater, the 
widths and heights of the outlet and the liquid passage). 
AS a parameter for effectively embodying the first Specific 

embodiment, there is a configuration of the liquid passage, 
as described hereinbefore. The width of the liquid passage is 
Substantially determined by the configuration of the used 
thermal energy generating element, but it is determined on 
the basis of rule of thumb. However, it has been found that 
the configuration of the liquid passage is significantly influ 
ential to growth of the bubble, and that it is an effective 
factor. 

It has been found that the communicating condition can 
be controlled by changing the height of the liquid passage. 
To be less vulnerable to the ambient condition or the like and 
to be more stable, it is desirable that the height of the liquid 
passage is smaller than the width thereof (H-W). 

It is also desirable that the communication between the 
bubble and the ambience occurs when the bubble volume is 
not less than 70%, further preferably, not less than 80% of 
the maximum volume of the bubble or the maximum volume 
which will be reached before the bubble communicates with 
the ambience. 

The description will be made as to the method of mea 
Suring the relation between the bubble internal pressure and 
the ambient pressure. 

It is difficult to directly measure the pressure in the bubble 
and therefore, the pressure relation between them is deter 
mined in one or more of the following manners. 

First, the description will be made as to the method of 
determining the relation between the internal pressure and 
the ambient pressure on the basis of the measurements of the 
change, with time, of the bubble volume and the volume of 
the ink outside the outlet. 

The volume V of the bubble is measured from the start of 
the bubble creation to the communication thereof with the 
ambience. Then, the second order differential dV/dt is 
calculated, by which the relation (which is larger) between 
the internal pressure and the ambient pressure is known, 
because if dV/dt’-0, The internal pressure of the bubble is 
higher than the external pressure, and if dV/dt’s 0, the 
internal pressure is equal to or less than the external pres 
sure. Referring to FIG. 6C, from the time t=to to the time 
t=t, the internal pressure is higher than the external 
pressure, and dV/dt’-0; from the time t=t to the time t=t. 
(occurrence of communication), the internal pressure is 
equal to or less than the ambient pressure, and d'V/dt's. 
Thus, by determining the second order differential of the 
volume V, (dV/dt), the higher one of the internal and 
external pressure is determined. 

Here, it is required that the bubble can be observed 
directly or indirectly from the outside. In order to permit 
observance of the bubble externally, a part of the recording 
head is made of transparent material. Then, the creation, 
development or the like of the bubble is observed from the 
outside. If the recording head is of non-transparent material, 
a top plate or the like of the recording head may be replaced 
with a transparent plate. For the better replacement from the 

15 

25 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

10 
Standpoint of equivalency, the hardness, elasticity and the 
like are as close as possible with each other. 

If the top plate of the recording head is made of metal, 
non-transparent ceramic material or colored ceramic 
material, it may be replaced with transparent plastic resin 
material (transparent acrylic resin material) plate, glass plate 
or the like. The part of recording head to be replaced and the 
material to replace are not limited to the described above. 

In order to avoid difference in the nature of the bubble 
formation or the like due to the difference in the nature of the 
materials, the material to replace preferably has the wetting 
nature relative to the ink or another nature which is as close 
as possible to that of the material replaced. Whether the 
bubble creation is the same or not may be confirmed by 
comparing the ejection Speeds, the Volumes of ejected liquid 
or the like before and after the replacement. If a suitable part 
of the recording head is made of transparent material, the 
replacement is not required. 
Even if any Suitable part cannot be replaced with another 

material, it is possible to determine which of the internal 
preSSure and the external preSSure is larger, without the 
replacement. This method will be described. 

In another method, in the period from the start of the 
bubble creation to the ejection of the ink, the volume Vd of 
the ink is measured, and the second order differential dVd/ 
dt is obtained. Then, the relation between the internal 
preSSure and the external pressure can be determined. More 
specifically, if d'Vd/dt’-0, the internal pressure of the 
bubble is higher than the external pressure, and if dVd/ 
dt’s 0, the internal pressure is equal to or less than the 
external pressure. FIG. 6D shows the change, with time, of 
the first order differential dVd/dt of the volume of the ejected 
ink when the bubble communication occurs with the internal 
preSSure higher than the external pressure. From the Start of 
the bubble creation (t=to) to the communication of the 
bubble with the ambience (t=ta), the internal pressure of the 
bubble is higher than the external pressure, and dVd/dt -0. 
FIG. 6E shows the change, with time, of the first order 
differential dVd/dt of the volume of the ejected ink when the 
bubble communication occurs and the internal pressure is 
equal to or lower than the external pressure. From the Start 
of the bubble creation (t=to) to the communication of the 
bubble with the ambience (t=t), the internal pressure of the 
bubble is higher than the external pressure, and dVd/dt =0. 
However, in the period from t=tp to t=t, the bubble internal 
preSSure is equal to on lower than the external preSSure, and 
dVd/dt’s O. 

Thus, on the basis of the second order differential dVd/ 
dt, it can be determined which is higher, the internal 
preSSure or the external pressure. 
The description will be made as to the measurement of the 

volume Vd of the ink outside the ejection outlet. The 
configuration of the droplet at any time after the ejection can 
be determined on the basis of observation, by a microScope, 
of the ejecting droplet while it is illuminated with a light 
Source Such as Stroboscope, LED or laser. The pulse light is 
emitted to the recording head driven at regular intervals, 
with synchronization therewith and with a predetermined 
delay. By doing So, the configuration of the bubble as Seen 
in one direction at the time which is the predetermined 
period after the ejection, is determined. The pulse width of 
the pulse light is preferably as Small as possible, provided 
that the quantity of the light is sufficient for the observation, 
Since then the configuration determination is accurate. 
With this method, if the gas flow is observed in the 

external direction from the liquid passage at the instance 
when the bubble communicates with the ambience, it is 
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understood that the communication occurs when the internal 
preSSure of the bubble is higher than the ambient pressure. 
If the gas flow into the liquid passage is observed, it is 
understood that the communication occurs when the bubble 
internal pressure is lower than the ambient pressure. 
As for other preferable conditions, the bubble communi 

cates with the ambience when the first order differentiation 
of the movement Speed of an ejection outlet Side end of the 
bubble is negative, as shown in FIGS. 8A and 8B and the 
bubble communicates with the ambience when l/le1 is 
Satisfied where l is a distance between an ejection outlet 
Side end of the ejection energy generating means and an 
ejection outlet side end of the bubble, and l is a distance 
between that end of the ejection energy generating means 
which is remote from the ejection outlet and that end of the 
bubble which is remote from the ejection outlet. It is further 
preferable that both of the above conditions are satisfied 
when the bubble communicates with the ambience. 

Referring to FIGS. 7A-7F, there is shown the growth of 
the bubble in a liquid jet method and apparatus according to 
a Second Specific embodiment of the present invention. 
The Specific embodiment is Summarized as follows: 
(3) A recording method using a recording head including 

an ejection outlet for ejecting ink, a liquid passage 
communicating with the ejection outlet and an ejection 
energy generating means for generating thermal energy 
contributable to ejection of the ink by creation of a 
bubble in the liquid passage, wherein the bubble com 
municates with the ambience when l/le1 is Satisfied 
where l is a distance between an ejection outlet Side 
end of the ejection energy generating means and an 
ejection outlet Side end of the bubble, and l is a 
distance between that end of the ejection energy gen 
erating means which is remote from the ejection outlet 
and that end of the bubble which is remote from the 
ejection outlet. 

(4) A recording apparatus including a recording head 
having an ejection outlet for ejecting ink, a liquid 
passage communicating with the ejection outlet and 
ejection energy generating means for generating ther 
mal energy contributable to ejection of the ink by 
creation of a bubble in the liquid passage, a driving 
circuit for Supplying a signal to Said ejection energy 
generating means So that the bubble communicates 
with the ambience when l/le1 is Satisfied where l is 
a distance between an ejection outlet Side end of the 
ejection energy generating means and an ejection outlet 
side end of the bubble, and 1 is a distance between that 
end of the ejection energy generating means which is 
remote from the ejection outlet and that end of the 
bubble which is remote from the ejection outlet, a 
platen for Supporting a recording material for reception 
of the liquid ejected. 

FIG. 7A shows the initial state in which the passage is 
filled with ink 3. The heater 2 (electro-thermal transducer, 
for example) is instantaneously Supplied with electric 
current, the ink adjacent the heater 2 is abruptly heated by 
the pulse of the current in the form of the driving Signal from 
the driving circuit, upon which a bubble 6 is produced on the 
heater 2 by the so-called film boiling, and the bubble 
abruptly expands (FIG.7B). The bubble continues to expand 
toward the ejection outlet 5 (FIG. 7C), that is, in the 
direction of low intertia resistance. It further expands 
beyond the outlet 5 so that it communicates with the 
ambience (FIG. 7D). Here, the bubble 6 communicates with 
the ambience when l/le1 is Satisfied, where l is a distance 
from an ejection outlet Side end of the heater 2 functioning 
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as the ejection energy generating means and an ejection 
outlet side end of the bubble 6, and l is a distance from that 
end of the heater 2 remote from the ejection outlet and that 
end of the bubble 6 which is remote from the ejection outlet. 
The ink 3 pushed out by the bubble through the outlet 5 

moves forward further by the momentum given by the 
expansion of the bubble, until it becomes an independent 
droplet and is deposited on a recording material 101 Such as 
paper (FIG. 7E). The cavity produced adjacent the outlet 5 
is supplied with the ink from behind by the surface tension 
of the ink 3 and by the wetting with the member defining the 
liquid passage, thus restoring the initial state (FIG. 7F). The 
recording medium 101 is fed to the position faced to the ink 
ejection outlet 5 on a platen by means of the platen, roller, 
belt or a Suitable combination of them. As an alternative, the 
recording material 101 may be fixed, while the outlet (the 
recording head) is moved, or both of them may be moved to 
impart relative movement therebetween. What is required is 
the relative movement therebetween to face the outlet to a 
desired position of the recording material. 

If the liquid is ejected in accordance with the principle 
described above, the Volume of the liquid ejected through 
the ejection outlet is constant at all times, Since the bubble 
communicates with the ambience. When it is used for the 
recording, a high quality image can be produced without 
non-uniformity of the image density. 

Since the bubble communicates with the ambience under 
the condition of 1/121, the kinetic energy of the bubble can 
be efficiently transmitted to the ink, So that the ejection 
efficiency is improved. 

Furthermore, when the liquid is ejected under the above 
described conditions, the time required for the cavity pro 
duced adjacent to the ejection outlet after the liquid is 
ejected is filled with new ink, can be reduced as compared 
with the liquid (ink) is ejected under the condition of 1/1.<1, 
and therefore, the recording Speed is further improved. 
The description will be made as to the method of mea 

Suring the distances l and l, when the bubble communicates 
with the ambience in the second specific embodiment. For 
example, in the case of the recording head shown in FIGS. 
7A-7F, the top plate 4 is made of transparent glass plate. The 
recording head is illuminated from the above by a light 
Source capable of pulsewise light emission Such as 
stroboscope, laser or LED. The recording head is observed 
through microscope. 
More particularly, the pulsewise light Source is turned on 

and off in Synchronism with the driving pulses applied to the 
heater, and the behavior from the creation of the bubble to 
the ejection of the liquid is observed, using the microScope 
and camera. Then, the distances l and l are determined. 
The width of the liquid passage is Substantially deter 

mined by the configuration of the used thermal energy 
generating element, but it is determined on the basis of rule 
of thumb. However, it has been found that the configuration 
of the liquid passage is significantly influential to growth of 
the bubble, and that it is an effective factor for the above 
condition of the thermal energy generating element in the 
passage in the Second Specific embodiment. 

Using the height of the liquid passage, the growth of the 
bubble may be controlled So as to Satisfy 1/121, preferably 
1/122, and further preferably l/124. It has been found 
that the liquid passage height H is Smaller than at least the 
liquid passage width H (H-W), since then the recording 
operation is less influenced by the ambient condition or 
another, and therefore, the operation is Stabilized. This is 
because the communication between the bubble and the 
ambience occurs by the bubble having an increased growing 
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Speed in the interface at the ceiling of the liquid passage, So 
that the influence of the internal wall to the liquid ejection 
can be reduced, thus further Stabilizing the ejection direction 
and Speed. In the Second Specific embodiment, it has been 
found that His 0.8 W is preferable since then the ejection 
performance does not change, and therefore, the ejection is 
Stabilized even if the high Speed ejection is effected for a 
long period of time. 

Furthermore, by satisfying HsO.65 W, a highly accurate 
deposition performance can be provided even if the record 
ing ejection is quite largely changed by carrying different 
recording information. 

it is further preferable in addition to the above conditions 
that the first order differential of the moving speed of the 
ejection outlet side end of the bubble is negative, when the 
bubble communicates with the ambience. 

Referring to FIGS. 8A and 8B, there is shown the change, 
with time, of the internal pressure and the volume of the 
bubble in a liquid jet method and apparatus according to a 
third specific embodiments of the present invention. The 
third specific embodiment is Summarized as follows: 

(5) A liquid jet method using a recording head having an 
ejection outlet for ejecting ink, a liquid passage com 
municating with the ejection outlet and an ejection 
energy generating element for generating thermal 
energy contributable to the ejection of the ink by 
creation of a bubble in the liquid passage, wherein a 
first order differential of a movement speed of an 
ejection outlet side end of the created bubble is 
negative, when the bubble created by the ejection 
energy generating means communicates with the ambi 
ence through the ejection outlet. 

(6) A liquid jet apparatus comprising a recording head 
having an ejection outlet for ejecting ink, a liquid 
passage communicating with the ejection outlet and an 
ejection energy generating element for generating ther 
mal energy contributable to the ejection of the ink by 
creation of a bubble in the liquid passage, a driving 
circuit for Supplying a Signal to the ejection energy 
generating means So that a first order differential of a 
movement Speed of an ejection outlet Side end of the 
created bubble is negative, when the bubble created by 
the ejection energy generating means communicates 
with the ambience through the ejection outlet, and a 
platen for Supporting a recording material for reception 
of the liquid ejected. 

The third specific embodiment provides a solution to the 
problem solved by the first specific embodiment, by a 
different method. The major problem underlying this third 
Specific embodiment is that the ink existing adjacent the 
communicating portion between the bubble and the ambi 
ence is over-accelerated with the result that the ink existing 
there is separated from the major part of the ink droplet. If 
this separation occurs, the ink adjacent thereto is Splashed, 
or is Scattered into mist. 

In addition, where the ejection outlets are arranged at a 
high density, improper ejection will occur by the deposition 
of such ink. The third specific embodiment is based on the 
finding that the drawbacks are attributable to the accelera 
tion. 
More particularly, it has been found that the problems 

arise when the first order differential of the moving speed of 
the ejection outlet side end of the bubble is positive when the 
bubble communicates with the ambience. 

FIGS. 8A and 8B are graphs of the first order differential 
and the second order differential (the first order differential 
of the moving speed) of the displacement of the ejection 
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outlet side end of the bubble from the ejection outlet side end 
of the heater until the bubble communicates with the ambi 
ence. It will be understood that the above discussed prob 
lems arise in the case of a curve A in FIGS. 8A and 8B, 
where the first order differential of the moving speed of the 
ejection outlet side en do the bubble is positive. 

Curves B in FIG. 8A and 8B, represent the third specific 
embodiment using the concept of FIGS. 7A-7F. The created 
bubble communicates with the ambience under the condition 
that the first order differential of the moving speed of the 
ejection outlet side end of the bubble. By doing so, the 
Volumes of the liquid droplets are Stabilized, So that high 
quality images can be recorded without ink mist or Splash 
and the resulting paper and apparatus contamination. 

Additionally, since the kinetic energy of the bubble can be 
Sufficiently transmitted to the ink, the ejection efficiency is 
improved So that the clogging of the nozzle can be avoided. 
The droplet ejection Speed is increased, So that the ejection 
direction can be Stabilized, and the required clearance 
between the recording head and the recording paper can be 
increased So that the designing of the apparatus is made 
easier. 
The principle and Structure are applicable to a So-called 

on-demand type recording System and a continuous type 
recording System. Particularly, however, it is Suitable for the 
on-demand type because the principle is Such that at least 
one driving Signal is applied to an electrothermal transducer 
disposed on a liquid (ink) retaining sheet or liquid passage, 
the driving Signal being enough to provide Such a quick 
temperature rise beyond a departure from nucleation boiling 
point, by which the thermal energy is provided by the 
electrothermal transducer to produce film boiling on the 
heating portion of the recording head, whereby a bubble can 
be formed in the liquid (ink) corresponding to each of the 
driving Signals. By the production, development and con 
traction of the bubble, the liquid (ink) is ejected through an 
ejection outlet to produce at least one droplet. The driving 
Signal is preferably in the form of a pulse, because the 
development and contraction of the bubble can be effected 
instantaneously, and therefore, the liquid (ink) is ejected 
with quick response. 

The present invention is effectively applicable to a 
So-called full-line type recording head having a length 
corresponding to the maximum recording width. Such a 
recording head may comprise a single recording head and 
plural recording heads combined to cover the maximum 
width. 

In addition, the present invention is applicable to a Serial 
type recording head wherein the recording head is fixed on 
the main assembly, to a replaceable chip type recording head 
which is connected electrically with the main apparatus and 
can be Supplied with the ink when it is mounted in the main 
assembly, or to a cartridge type recording head having an 
integral ink container. 
The provisions of the recovery means and/or the auxiliary 

means for the preliminary operation are preferable, because 
they can further stabilize the effects of the present invention. 
AS for Such means, there are capping means for the record 
ing head, cleaning means therefor, pressing or Sucking 
means, preliminary heating means which may be the elec 
trothermal transducer, an additional heating element or a 
combination thereof. Also, means for effecting preliminary 
ejection (not for the recording operation) can stabilize the 
recording operation. 
AS regards the variation of the recording heads 

mountable, it may be a Single head corresponding to a single 
color ink, or may be plural heads corresponding to the 
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plurality of ink materials having different recording colors or 
densities. The present invention is effectively applicable to 
an apparatus having at least one of a monochromatic mode 
mainly with black, a multi-color mode with different color 
ink materials and/or a full-color mode using the mixture of 
the colors, which may be an integrally formed recording unit 
or a combination of plural recording heads. 

The description will be made as to the embodiments for 
the respective conditions. 
Embodiment 1 for the first condition 
A recording head shown in FIG. 4 was produced with the 

following conditions: 
Top plate 6: glass 
height and width of the liquid passage 12 of the recording 

head: 20 microns and 58 microns, respectively 
width and length of the heater 2: 20 microns and 18 

microns 

Distance from the ejection outlet Side edge of the heater 
to the ejection outlet: 20 microns 

Density of the liquid passages: 360 per inch 
Number of liquid passages 12: 48 
Contents of the liquid: 

C.I. Food Black 2: 3.0% by weight 
Diethyleneglycol: 15.0% by weight 
N-methyl-2-pyrrolidone: 5.0% by weight 
Ion exchange water: 77.0% by weight 

They are Stirred in a container into a uniform mixture that 
is filtered with a Teflon filter having a diameter of 0.45 
micron. The viscosity was 2.0 cps (20° C.). The ink was 
supplied into the liquid chamber 10 from the ink supply port 
11. 
Upon the driving of the heater 2 of the recording head, 

pulsewise electric Signals were applied to the heater 2. The 
voltage of the pulse wave was 9.0 V, and the pulse width was 
5.0 micro-sec. The frequency was 2 KHZ. 

The ejections of the ink through continuous 16 ejection 
outlets 5 were observed through a Stroboscopic microScope. 
It was confirmed that the bubble created by the heating 
communicates with the ambience approximately 2 micro 
Sec after the start of bubble creation. 

FIGS. 6A-6E show the changes, with time, of the volume 
Vd of the ink ejected through the ejection outlet and the first 
order differential dVd/dt of the volume Vd of the ink. The 
second order differential dVd/dt is negative in the period 
from 0.5 micro-Sec after the start of the bubble creation to 
the communication of the bubble with the ambience 
approximately 2 micro-Sec layer, and therefore, the internal 
pressure of the bubble is lower than the ambient pressure. 
This was confirmed with FIGS. 6A-6E. 

It has been investigated from the bubble volume V as to 
which is higher the bubble internal pressure or the ambient 
pressure, and it was confirmed that d’v/dt’s 0 was satisfied, 
so that the bubble internal pressure is not higher than the 
ambient pressure. 
The volume of the liquid was within the range of 14+1 

p-liter for all of the ejection outlets 5. The speeds of the 
liquid droplets was uniformly about 14 m/sec, and the Speed 
and the uniformity was Satisfactory for good recording 
operation. 

Then, the 16 heaters 2 were supplied with such electric 
Signals as to provide a checker pattern by the respective 
picture elements. The desired checker pattern was printed on 
the recording paper without non-uniformity. The image was 
enlarged and observed, and it was confirmed that the image 
was free from Scattering of the ink, and therefore, without 
the foggy background. 
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Embodiment 2 for the first condition 
The recording head shown in FIGS. 5A and 5B was used. 

The orifice plate 14 was made of transparent glass. 
The ejection outlets 5 a circle having a diameter of 36 

microns at the Surface Side of the orifice plate. 
Distance from the heater surface to the ejection outlet: 20 

microns 
Size of the heater: 24x24 microns 

Density of the ejection outlets: 360 per inch 
Number of ejection outlets: 48 
The same ink has in the embodiment 1 was Supplied to the 

recording head. 
The heating conditions for the heater 12 of the recording 

head was 7.0 V and 4.5 micro-Sec at the frequency of 2 KHZ. 
The ejections from the continuous 16 ejection outlets 5 

were observed by the Stroboscopic microScope. It was 
confirmed that the bubble created by the heating communi 
cates with the ambience approximately 2.1 micro-Sec after 
the start of the bubble creation. 

It was also confirmed that the second order differential 
dv/dt of the volume of the bubble was negative in the 
period from 0.5 micro-Sec after the start of the bubble 
creation to the communication of the bubble with the 
ambience approximately 2.1 micro-Sec later, and therefore, 
the bubble internal pressure is lower than the ambient 
preSSure. 
The Volumes of the droplets were measured, and were 

within the range of 18+1 p-liter for all the nozzles. The speed 
of the liquid droplet was approximately 10 m/sec. 

Similarly to Embodiment 1, the 16 heaters 2 were Sup 
plied with electric Signals for formation of the checker 
pattern by the respective picture elements. A desired checker 
pattern was formed on the recording paper without non 
uniformity. The checker pattern image was enlarged and 
observed, and it was confirmed that the image was free from 
the Scattering of the ink and the background fog. 
Embodiment 3 for the first condition 
The same recording head as in Embodiment 1 was used. 

The contents of the liquid were: 
C.I. Direct Black 154: 3.5% by weight 
Glycerin: 5.0% by weight 
Diethylene glycol: 25.0% by weight 
Polyethylene glycol: 28.0% by weight (average molecular 

weight was 300) 
Ion exchange water: 38.5% by weight 
They were Stirred in a container into a uniform mixture 

and was filtered with a Teflon filter having a diameter of 0.45 
micron. The viscosity was 10.5 cps (20° C.). The other 
conditions were the same as in Embodiment 1. 

It was confirmed that the bubble communicates with the 
ambience under the condition that the bubble internal pres 
Sure is lower than the ambient pressure. The ink ejection 
speed was lower than that of Embodiment 1 and was 7 
m/sec. However, the ejections were very stable. 
Embodiments 4-12 for the first condition 
The recording head used had bent liquid passages simi 

larly to the recording head used in Embodiment 2. The ink 
used was the Same as in Embodiment 2. 

Table 1 shows the results of ejection of the respective 
recording heads. The Structures of the recording heads are 
shown in FIGS. 9A-17C. 

AS will be understood from Table 1, the volume and the 
ejection Speed of the liquid droplets were very stable, and 
the resultant records were very good. 
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TABLE 1. 

OUTLET OUTLET HTR DIS. L. DRIVE CONDITION DROPLET 

EMB. (um) SHAPE (um) (um) HTR POSITION VOLT(v) W(us) F(kHz) VOL.(pl) V.(m/s) FIG. 

4 30 x 30 SQUARE 25 x 25 25 ALIGNED WITHOUTLET 12.0 5.0 1. 2O 1 7 9 
5 30 x 30 25 x 13 20 DEVATED 12.0 5.5 2 13 - 1 5 1O 
6 30 x 30 25 x 13 20 " 12.0 5.5 2 12 1 5 11 
7 20 x 20 20 x 20 4O NON-FACED TO OUTLET 9.O 5.0 1. 12 1 6 12 
8 20 x 20 20 x 20 4O NON-FACED TO OUTLET x 2. 9.O 5.0 500 Hz, 14 - 1 8 13 
9 25 x 25 25 x 20 4O NON-FACED TO OUTLETX 3 12.0 4.5 1. 24 1 1O 14 
1O 30 x 30 30 x 30 30 ALIGNED BUT NOT FACED 14.O 4.5 1. 25 + 1 8 15 

30 x 15 
11 30 x 30 30 x 30 30 ALIGNED BUT NOT FACED X 3 14.O 4.0 1. 26 - 1 1O 16 

30 x 15 
12 503 CIRCLE 40 x 40 30 ALIGNED WITHOUTLET 18.0 5.0 1. 55 - 1 7 17 

Referring to FIGS. 9A-17C, the structures of the record 
ing heads will be described. Each of these Figures include a 
top plan view, a Sectional view taken along a first Section line 
and a croSS-Section taken along a Second Section line to 
illustrate the configuration and position of the heat gener 
ating resistor 2. The ejection outlets 5 have the same 
configuration as the croSS-Section of the passage from the 
heater 2 to the ejection outlet. However, as will be under 
stood from FIG. 1B, the configuration may be properly 
Selected. 

In FIGS. 9A and 9B(1)–9B(3), the heat generating resistor 
2 is disposed on the base plate and is Smaller than the 
cross-sectional area of the ejection passage. With this 
Structure, the liquid passage is not blocked So that the action 
illustrated in FIG. 1B is further stabilized. 

In FIGS. 10A-10C, the center of the heat generating 
resistor 2 is deviated toward the end wall of the liquid 

OUTLET 
Wix H OUTLET 

EMB. (um) SHAPE 

13 40 x 30 SOUARE 
14 40 x 30 
15 30 x 30 

(passage: 
40 x 40) 

passage. The area of the resistor 2 is approximately one half 
that of FIGS. 9A-9B(3). In FIGS. 10A-10C, the area at 
which the bubble communicates with the ambience is shifted 
to the end wall side. 

FIGS. 11A-11C have the structure wherein the heat 
generating resistor 2 is deviated in the other way. 

In FIGS. 12A-12C, the heat generating resistor 2 is 
provided on the above-described end wall, in which the 
droplet has the configuration which is a mixture of FIG. 1A 
and FIG. 1B configurations. This structure is advantageous 
in the good refilling performance. 

In FIGS. 13 A-13C, the heat generating resistors 2 are 
provided on the opposite lateral walls. A high ejection Speed 
can be provided by the unification of the two bubbles 
provided by the respective heat generating resistorS 2. 

In FIGS. 14A-14C, the structure is a combination of the 
FIGS. 13A-13C structure and the FIGS. 12A-12C structure, 
as will be understood from the Figure. The number of bubble 
creating Sources is 3. 

25 

FIGS. 15A-15C show the structure which is a combina 
tion of the FIG. 1B structure and the FIGS. 12A-12C 
Structure. 

FIGS. 16A-16C show the structure which is a combina 
tion of the FIGS. 15A-15C Structure and the FIGS. 
13A-13C structure. 

In FIGS. 17A-17C, the ejection outlet 5 is circular, and 
the heat generating resistor 2 is similar to that of FIGS. 
9A-9B(3). 
Embodiments 13-15 for the first condition 
The recording heads used had Straight liquid passages as 

in the recording head of Embodiment 1. The ink used was 
the same as in Embodiment 1. 

Table 2 shows the result of ejections for the recording 
heads. FIGS. 18A-20C show the structure of the recording 
heads. 
AS will be understood from Table 2, the volume of the 

ejected liquid and the ejection speed of the droplet were very 
Stable in all of the cases, and the records were very good. 

TABLE 2 

HTR 
W x L. DIS. L. DRIVE CONDITION DROPLET 

(um) (um) VOLT(v) W(us) F(kHz) VOL.(pl) V.(m/s) FIG. 
30 x 30 3O 14.O 4.0 2 34 - 1 15 18 
30 x 20 40 12.O 5.0 1. 41 + 1 11 19 
30 x 30 3O 12.O 5.0 1. 28 - 1 8 2O 

50 

55 

60 

65 

The structures of FIGS. 18A, 18B(1)–18B(3), 19A and 
19B, and 20A-20C are modifications of the structure of FIG. 
1A. 

In FIGS. 18A and 18B(1)–18B(3), an additional heat 
generating resistor 2 is provided at a Side facing the base 
plate, in addition to the heat generating resistor 2 on the base 
plate in the liquid passage. They are simultaneously driven, 
by which the center of the ejection can be shifted to the 
center of the ejection outlet. By doing So, the ejection 
becomes similar to that of FIG. 1B. 

FIGS. 19A and 19B show a structure which has the 
advantages of FIG. 1A and FIG. 1B structures, so that a tail 
of the liquid droplet can be shifted to the center of the 
ejection. In FIGS. 20A-20C, the ejection outlet of FIG. 1A 
is converged in the ejection direction. 

In all of these embodiments, the bubble communicates 
with the ambience under the condition that the internal 
preSSure of the bubble is lower than the external pressure, So 
that the gas in the bubble is prevented from exploding. AS a 
result, the background fog on the recording paper or the 
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contamination of the inside of the apparatus attributable to 
the mist of Splash of the ink can be prevented. 

In addition, the kinetic energy of the bubble can be 
Sufficiently transmitted to the ink, and therefore, the ejection 
efficiency is improved. 

The description will be made as to the embodiments for 
the third condition. 
Embodiment 1 for the third condition 

In this embodiment, the recording head shown in FIGS. 
4A and 4B was used with the following conditions: 

Top plate 4: glass 
Height, width and length of the liquid passage 12: 25 

microns, 35 microns and 195 microns 
Width and length of the heater: 30 microns and 25 

microns 

Distance from the ejection outlet Side edge of the heater 
to the ejection outlet: 20 microns 

Density of the liquid passages and ejection outlets: 360 
per inch 

Number of ejection outlets: 48 
The contents of the liquid were as follows: 
C.I. Food Black 2: 3.0% by weight 
Diethylene glycol: 15.0% by weight 
N-methyl-2-pyrrolidone: 5.0% by weight 
Ion exchange water: 77.0% by weight 
They were Stirred in a container into a uniform mixture 

and were filtered with a Teflon filter having an aperture 
diameter of 0.45 micron. The viscosity of the liquid was 2.0 
cps (20° C.). The ink was supplied into the liquid chamber 
10 through the ink inlet port 11. 
The heating conditions by the heater 2 were 9.0 V and 5.0 

micro-Sec at the frequency of 4 KHZ. 
The ink ejections through the consecutive 16 nozzles were 

observed using a pulse light Source and a microScope. It was 
confirmed that the bubble communicates with the ambience 
approximately 2.0 micro-Sec after the start of the bubble 
creation. In addition, l/l, was measured from the Start of the 
bubble creation to the communication of the bubble with the 
ambience. FIG. 21 shows the results in the form of a graph 
of 1/l vs. time. 
AS will be understood from FIG. 21, when the bubble 

communicates with the ambience, the condition l/le1 was 
Satisfied. The independent droplets ejected from the ejection 
outlets were 15+1 p-liter. The ejection speed of the droplet 
was approximately 11 m/sec. 

The 16 heaters 2 were Supplied with Such electric Signals 
as to provide a checker pattern by the respective picture 
elements. It was confirmed that a desired checker pattern 
was formed on the recording paper without non-uniformity 
of the print. The image was enlarged and observed, and it 
was confirmed that the image was free from the ink Scat 
tering and the background fog. 
Embodiment 2 for the third condition 
The recording head used in Embodiment 1 for the third 

condition (FIGS. 4A and 4B) was used. The contents of the 
liquid were: 

C.I. Direct Black 154: 3.5% by weight 
Glycerin: 5.0% by weight 
Diethylene glycol: 25.0% by weight 
Polyethylene glycol. 28.0% by weight (average molecular 

weight was 300) 
Ion exchange water: 38.5% by weight 
They were Stirred in a container into a uniform mixture 

and were filtered with a Teflon filter having an aperture 
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20 
diameter of 0.45 micron. The viscosity was 10.5 cps (20 
C.). The ink was Supplied and ejected. 
AS a result, it was confirmed that the ejection Speed is 

lower than in Embodiment 1, more particularly, 7.5 mSec. 
However, the ejections were very stable. 

Since the third condition is Satisfied, that is, Since the 
bubble communicates with the ambience when l/le1 is 
Satisfied, where l is a distance from an ejection outlet Side 
end of the heater and an ejection outlet Side end of the 
bubble, and 1 is a distance from that end of the heater 
remote from the ejection outlet and that end of the bubble 
remote from the ejection outlet, the kinetic energy of the 
bubble can be sufficiently transmitted to the ink, and 
therefore, the ejection efficiency is increased, by which the 
contamination of the background on the recording paper and 
the contamination of the inside of the apparatus due to the 
mist and/or the Splash can be prevented, and in addition, the 
clogging of the nozzles can be prevented. 

Furthermore, the time required for the cavity adjacent the 
ejection outlet after the ejection of the liquid droplet to be 
filled with the new ink can be reduced, so that the speed of 
the recording is further increased. 

Because the ejection Speed is increased, the direction of 
the droplet ejection is Stabilized, So that the distance between 
the recording head and the recording paper may be 
increased, thus making the designing of the recording head 
easier. 
AS described hereinbefore, the Second condition is that 

the first order differential of the movement speed of the 
ejection side end of the bubble is negative (the acceleration 
Speed is not positive), the ink adjacent to the communicating 
part is not imparted with an extremely high acceleration, and 
therefore, the ink adjacent the communicating part is not 
Splashed or pulverized into mist, but the ink is unified with 
the main droplet, and therefore, the background contamina 
tion of the record and the contamination of the inside of the 
apparatus can be prevented. 

Because of the communication of the bubble with the 
ambience under the condition that the moving Speed of the 
ejection outlet Side end of the bubble is negative, the kinetic 
energy of the bubble can be sufficiently transferred to the 
ink, and therefore, the ejection efficiency is improved. In 
addition, Since the bubble communicates with the ambience 
after the bubble volume is increased, almost all of the ink 
adjacent to the ejection outlet is able to communicate with 
the ambience, So that the ejection Volume can be Stabilized. 
In addition, the ink does not remain adjacent the ejection 
outlet, and therefore, the possible ejection failure attribut 
able to the introduction of the air into the ink in the liquid 
passage, can be avoided. 
The description will be made as to the method of deter 

mining the moving Speed of the ejection outlet Side end of 
the bubble and the first order differential of the moving 
Speed. 
The position of the ejection outlet side end of the bubble 

at the respective times after the start of the bubble creation 
can be observed by a microscope wherein the bubble is 
illuminated from the top or Side with pulse light Such as 
Stroboscope (LED) or laser. More particularly, as shown in 
FIGS. 22A(1)–22A(10) and 22B(1)–22B(4), wherein the 
ejection process is shown, the change, with time, of the 
displacement X, of the ejection outlet Side end of the 
bubble from the ejection side end of the heater from the start 
of the bubble creation to the communication of the bubble 
with the ambience is evident. On the basis of the 
measurements, a first order differential dx/dt of the dis 
placement is obtained, by which the moving Speed VX of the 
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ejection outlet side end of the bubble is obtained. Then, the 
first order differential divX/dt of the moving speed (the 
second order differential dx/dt of the displacement) can 
be obtained. 

Here, it is required that the bubble can be observed 
directly or indirectly from the outside. In order to permit 
observance of the bubble externally, a part of the recording 
head is made of transparent material. Then, the creation, 
development or the like of the bubble is observed from the 
outside. If the recording head is of non-transparent material, 
a top plate or the like of the recording head may be replaced 
with a transparent plate. For the better replacement from the 
Standpoint of equivalency, the hardness, elasticity and the 
like are preferably as close as possible with each other. 

If the plate of the recording head is made of metal, 
non-transparent ceramic material or colored ceramic 
material, it may be replaced with transparent plastic resin 
material (transparent acrylic resin material) plate, glass plate 
or the like. The part of recording head to be replaced and the 
material to replace are not limited to that described above. 

In order to avoid difference in the nature of the bubble 
formation or the like due to the difference in the nature of the 
materials, the material to replace preferably has the wetting 
nature relative to the ink or another nature which is as close 
as possible to that of the material replaced. Whether the 
bubble creation is the same or not may be confirmed by 
comparing the ejection Speeds, the Volumes of the ejected 
liquid or the like before and after the replacement. If a 
Suitable part of the recording head is made of transparent 
material, the replacement is not required. 
The embodiments for the second condition will be 

described. 
Embodiment 1 for the Second condition 

In these embodiments, the recording head as shown in 
FIGS. 4A and 4B was used with the following conditions: 
Top plate: glass 
Height and width of the liquid passage 12:25 microns and 
35 microns 

Width and length of the heater: 30 microns and 25 
microns 

A distance from the ejection outlet Side end of the heater 
to the ejection outlet: 25 microns 

Density of the liquid passages and ejection outlets: 360 
per inch 

Number of ejection outlets: 48 
The contents of the ink were as follows: 

C.I. Food Black 2: 3.0% by weight 
Diethylene glycol: 15.0% by weight 
N-methyl-2-pyrrolidone: 5.0% by weight 
Ion exchange water: 77.0% by weight 
They were Stirred in a container into a uniform mixture 

and were filtered with a Teflon filter having an aperture 
diameter of 0.45 micron. The viscosity of the ink was 2.0 cps 
(20° C). The ink was supplied into the liquid chamber 10 
through an ink Supply port 11. 

The heating conditions of the heater 2 of the recording 
head were 9.0 V and 5 micro-Sec at the frequency of 2 KHZ. 

The ejections of the ink through consecutive 16 nozzles 
were observed by a microScope using a pulse light Source. 
It was confirmed that the bubble communicates with the 
ambience approximately 2 micro-Sec after the Start of the 
bubble creation. The displacement of the ejection outlet side 
end of the bubble from the ejection outlet side end of the 
heater was measured from the start of the bubble creation to 
the communication of the bubble with the ambience, and it 
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22 
was confirmed that the first order differential of the moving 
speed of the ejection outlet side end of the bubble is 
negative. 
The volume of the ejected liquid droplet was 18+1 p-liter 

for each of the nozzles. The speed of the droplet was 
approximately 9 m/sec. 
The 16 heaters 2 were Supplied with Such electric Signals 

as to provide a checker pattern by respective picture ele 
ments. A desired checker pattern was uniformly formed on 
the recording paper. The image was enlarged and observed, 
and it was confirmed that the ink Scattering and the back 
ground fog were Smaller than the conventional head. 
Embodiment 2 for the second condition 
The recording head shown in FIGS. 5A and 5B was used 

in this embodiment with the following conditions: 
Ejection outlet circle of diameter: 32 microns 
Heater size: 22x22 microns 

Distance from the heater surface to the ejection outlet: 25 
microns 

Density of the liquid passages and ejection outlets: 360 
per inch 

Number of ejection outlets: 48 
The same ink as in Embodiment 1 for the second condi 

tion was used. 
The heating conditions by the heater 2 of the recording 

head were 9.0 V and 5 micro-Sec at the frequency of 2 KHZ. 
The ejections through the consecutive 16 nozzles were 

observed using a microscope and a pulse light Source. It was 
confirmed that the bubble communicates with the ambience 
approximately after 3 micro-Sec from the start of bubble 
creation. The displacement of the outlet side end of the 
bubble from the outlet Side end of the heater was measured 
from the start of the bubble creation and the communication 
of the bubble with the ambience. It was confirmed that the 
first order differential of the moving speed of the outlet side 
end of the bubble is negative. The volume of the independent 
droplet was 17+1 p-liter for each of the nozzles. The speed 
of the droplet was approximately 7 m/sec. 
The 16 heaters 2 were Supplied with Such electric Signals 

as to provide a checker pattern by the respective picture 
elements. It was confirmed that a desired checker pattern 
was formed on the recording paper without non-uniformity 
of the print. The image was enlarged and observed, and it 
was confirmed that the image was free from the ink Scat 
tering and the background fog. 
Embodiment 3 for the second condition 
The recording head used in this embodiment was the same 

as the recording head used in Embodiment 1 for the Second 
condition (FIGS. 4A and 4B). 
The contents of the ink were as follows: 

C.I. Direct Black 154: 3.5% by weight 
Glycerin: 5.0% by weight 
Diethylene glycol: 25.0% by weight 
Polyethylene glycol: 28.0% by weight (average molecular 

weight was 300) 
Ion exchange water: 38.5% by weight 
They were Stirred in a container into a uniform mixture 

and was filtered with a Teflon filter having an aperture 
diameter of 0.45 micron. The viscosity was 10.5 cps (20 
C.). As a result, the ejection speed was lower than that of 
Embodiment 1 for the Second condition, and was 6 m/sec. 
However, it was confirmed that the ejections were stable. 
By communicating the bubble with the ambience under 

the second condition, that is the first order differential of the 
moving Speed of the outlet Side end of the bubble is negative, 
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the contamination of the background of the record and the 
contamination of the inside of the apparatus attributable to 
the ink mist or the splash can be prevented with further 
certainty. 

In addition, the kinetic energy of the bubble can be 
Sufficiently transmitted to the ink, and therefore, the ejection 
efficiency is improved. In addition, the clogging of the liquid 
passage can be prevented. In addition, the ejection Speed of 
the liquid droplet is increased, So that the direction of the 
ejection of the droplet can be stabilized. This permits 
increase of the distance between the recording head and the 
recording paper, So that the designing of the apparatus is 
made easier. 
AS described in the foregoing, according to the present 

invention, the ambience communication type recording head 
or apparatus is made practical in the field of the recording 
apparatus industries. In the foregoing embodiments, the heat 
generating resistor has been used, the present invention is 
applicable to the System in which the film boiling is pro 
duced by the light energy or to a System wherein the film 
boiling is produced by a converter which converts light 
energy or electromagnetic wave to thermal energy. 

While the invention has been described with reference to 
the Structures disclosed herein, it is not confined to the 
details Set forth and this application is intended to cover Such 
modifications or changes as may come within the purposes 
of the improvements or the Scope of following claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A liquid jet recording method using a liquid jet record 

ing head having a liquid passage in fluid communication 
with an ejection outlet, wherein recording is performed by 
heating liquid in the liquid passage by ejection energy 
generating means to create a bubble which is effective to 
eject at least a part of the liquid from the ejection outlet, said 
method comprising the Steps of 

activating the ejection energy generating means to create 
a bubble and to grow the bubble to a neighborhood of 
the ejection outlet, by film boiling of the liquid; and 

ejecting the liquid through the ejection outlet, while the 
grown bubble is in fluid communication with 
ambience, using the ejection energy generating means 
which is disposed at such a position that the bubble 
communicates with the ambience at the ejection outlet, 
with an internal pressure of the bubble being lower than 
a pressure of the ambience. 

2. A method according to claim 1, wherein in Said ejecting 
step in which the bubble communicates with the ambience, 
the liquid passage is not blocked by the bubble. 

3. A method according to claim 1, further comprising the 
Step of recording an ink droplet on a recording medium, 
wherein the ink droplet is discharged by the bubble and the 
internal pressure of the bubble being less than ambience 
prevents ink mist and Satellite droplets from contacting the 
recording medium. 

4. A method according to claim 1, wherein the bubble 
communicates with the ambience when l/lie1 is Satisfied, 
where l is a distance between an ejection outlet side end of 
the ejection energy generating means and an ejection outlet 
side end of the bubble, and 1 is a distance between that end 
of the ejection energy generating means which is remote 
from the ejection outlet and that end of the bubble which is 
remote the ejection outlet. 

5. A method according to claim 4, further comprising the 
Step of recording an ink droplet on a recording medium, 
wherein the ink droplet is discharged by the bubble and the 
bubble communicating with ambience when l/le1 main 
tains the Volume of the ink droplet constant and minimizes 
a time period for refilling the liquid passage. 
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6. A method according to claim 1, wherein a differential 

of a movement Speed of an ejection outlet Side end of the 
bubble is negative, when the bubble communicates with the 
ambience through the ejection outlet. 

7. A method according to claim 6, further comprising the 
Step of recording an ink droplet on a recording medium, 
wherein the ink droplet is discharged by the bubble and the 
first order differential of the movement Speed being negative 
when the bubble communicates with ambience prevents ink 
mist and Satellite droplets from contacting the recording 
medium. 

8. A recording apparatus comprising: 
a recording head having a liquid passage in fluid com 

munication with an ejection outlet to eject liquid there 
through; 

an ejection energy generating means for heating liquid in 
Said liquid passage to create a bubble which is effective 
to eject at least a part of the liquid from Said ejection 
outlet; and 

a driving circuit for Supplying, to Said ejection energy 
generating means, a Signal for Said energy generating 
means to create a bubble and to grow the bubble to a 
neighborhood of the ejection outlet, by film boiling of 
the liquid, 

wherein Said recording head ejects the liquid through the 
ejection outlet, while the grown bubble is in fluid 
communication with ambience, using the ejection 
energy generating means which is disposed at Such a 
position that the bubble communicates with ambience 
at the ejection outlet, with an internal pressure of the 
bubble being lower than a pressure of the ambience. 

9. An apparatus according to claim 8, wherein Said 
ejection energy generating means comprises a heat gener 
ating resistor. 

10. An apparatus according to claim 8, wherein a width W 
and a height H of the liquid passage satisfy His 0.8 W. 

11. An apparatus according to claim 8, wherein Said 
ejection outlet is formed at a lateral Side of a Surface of Said 
head having Said ejection energy generating means. 

12. An apparatus according to claim 8, wherein Said 
ejection outlet is formed at a Side of Said head facing a 
Surface of Said head having Said ejection energy generating 
CS. 

13. An apparatus according to claim 8, further comprising 
means for feeding a recording material for receiving the ink. 

14. An apparatus according to claim 8, wherein an ink 
droplet is discharged by the bubble through the ejection 
outlet onto a recording medium, and the internal pressure of 
the bubble being less than ambience prevents ink mist and 
Satellite droplets from contacting the recording medium. 

15. An apparatus according to claim 8, wherein the bubble 
communicates with the ambience when l/le1 is Satisfied, 
where l is a distance between an ejection outlet Side end of 
the ejection energy generating means and an ejection outlet 
side end of the bubble, and 1 is a distance between that end 
of the ejection energy generating means which is remote 
from the ejection outlet and that end of the bubble which is 
remote from the ejection outlet. 

16. An apparatus according to claim 15, wherein an ink 
droplet is discharged by the bubble through the ejection 
outlet onto a recording medium, and the bubble communi 
cating with ambience when l/lie1 maintains the Volume of 
the ink droplet constant and minimizes a time period for 
refilling the liquid passage. 

17. An apparatus according to claim 8, wherein a differ 
ential of a movement Speed of an ejection outlet Side end of 
the created bubble is negative. 
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18. An apparatus according to claim 17, wherein an ink ejection energy generating means, said method comprising 
droplet is discharged by the bubble and the first order the Steps of: 
differential of the movement Speed being negative when the activating the ejection energy generating means to create 
bubble communicates with ambience prevents ink mist and 5 and grow a bubble by film boiling of the liquid; and 

ejecting the liquid through the ejection outlet, while the 
grown bubble is in fluid communication with 
ambience, using the ejection energy generating means 

Satellite droplets from contacting the recording medium. 
19. A liquid jet recording method using a liquid jet 

recording head having a liquid passage in fluid communi- - - - - - 
ti i. s t p h g ding i which is disposed at such a position that the bubble 

callon WIln an ejectIOn Oullet, WnereIn recording IS per- communicates with ambience at the ejection outlet, 
formed by heating liquid in the liquid passage by ejection 10 with an internal pressure of the bubble being lower than 
energy generating means to create a bubble which is effec- a pressure of the ambience. 
tive to eject at least a part of the liquid from the ejection 
outlet, wherein Said ejection outlet is provided faced to the k . . . . 
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