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Specification of certain Improvements in Ma-
chines for Forming Bunches or Fillers for Ci-
gars, invented by JoHN T. HENNAMAN, of the
city of Baltimore, in the State of Mfu‘yland

Nature and Objects of the Invention.

The first part of my invention consists in the
_.employment of a platform supported on a suit-
able base-block, and provided with recesses or
depressions near its extremities to form pock-
ets in a loose belt resting on the platform for
receiving the tobacco and relieving the fin-
ished bunch. The second part of my inven-
tion consists in the employment of a slide play-

ing between the platform and base-block, and
carrying the bearing-plates of a roller, over
which a belt passes, to which plates the han-

dle for operating the slide is also attached.

The third part of my invention relates to the
construction of the plates above mentioned,

adapting them to suspend the roller at a proper
distance above the platform, permit the pas-
sage of the end of the binder under the roller,
and enable the operator to keep hold of said
end at either side of the machine, in order to
form right or left cigars. The fourth part of
my mventlon consists in the employment of
an adjustable: slotted plate attached to the
belt, and held by a set-screw to admit of reg-
ulating-the eapacity of the pocket, in order to
produce large or small fillers or eigars.

Description of the Accompanying Drawing.

Tigurelis a plan view of a machine embody-
ing my invention, with parts of the belt and
handle removed, showing the depressions in
the platform. - Fig, 2isaside view of the same.
Fig. 3 is an end view, showing the adjustable

plate and set-screw for regulating the capacity

of the pockets formed in the belt. Fig.4'is a
cross-section of the same in the line zz, Fig. 2.
Fig. 5 is a perspective view of a trian O"ular
trough for measuring the tobacco to be placed
in the pocket of the belt.

General Description.
" A is the base of the machine, to the upper
surface of which, and at its opposite extremi-
ties, are securely fastened the stops S S, which

suppert the platform B, leaving a space, M,
between said base-block A and p]atform B, in

which the slide O is operated. D D are plates
securely attached at their lower ends to the
opposite extremities of the slide C, and con-.
nected at their upper ends by the handle K
by which the slide is operated. The curved
ends of the plates D D also serve as bearings

for a concave roller, B, and said plates are also

provided each with an opening, N, which per-
mits the passage of the end of the binder un-
der the roller and enables the operator to keep
hold of said end at either side of the machine,
in order to form right or left cigars. The roll-
er E, made concave in form to give the requi-
site shape to the bunch or filler, is suspended

‘& proper distance over the platform B, and

supports an apron, H, of greater length than
the platform. One extremity of the apron is
securely attached to the base-block A, the op-
posite end being fastened to a plate, I, dttached
to one end of the base-block, and prov1ded
with a slot, P, and set-screw J by means of
which the plate may be adj usted vertically up
or down to regulate the capacity of the pocket
in the Dbelt to form large or small cigars. G
G/, Figs. 1 and 2, are ‘transverse recesses or
depressmns made in the platform near its ex-
tremities, by meansof which pockets are formed
in the belt H for receiving the tobacco at G,
(see Fig.1,) and at G’ for relieving the finished
bunch. T, Fig. 5, is a triangular trough for
measuring the requisite quantity of tobacco to
be placed in the pocket of the belt. - L, Fig. 2,
is a piece of sponge or other elastic substance,
placed in the opening of plate D and behind
the concave roller E, moistened, if desired, for
the purpose of Wrappln g the Dinder arotnd
the point of the filling atter it is molded into
the shape of a cigar.

The operation of the machine is as follows:
The slide C is drawn back againgt the stop S
by ‘meéans of the handle K, as seen in dotted
lines in Fig. 2, and theloose portion of the belt
H, dependmo from the roller E, falls into the
recess G, forming a pocket, 111t0 which scraps
or ﬁlhnos of tobacco may be introduced from
the measuring-trough T, Fig. 5. - The slide, by
means of the handle K, is then moved slight-
ly forward, so that the roller will be in advance
of the recess . A binder or wrapper is then
Iaid dracronally across the belt H from right
to left, or vice versa, according as it is desired
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to form right or left cigars. The end of the
binder or wrapper is brought under the end of
the roller, and said end of the binder is held
between the thumb and finger in the opening
of the plate D. The slide is then moved for-
ward to the stop at the opposite end of the
platform, the belt wrapping the binder around
the bunch or filler, when the latter falls into
the recess G, from which it is removed.

Claims.

I claim as my invention—
1. The platform B, supported on base-block
A, and having recesses or depressions G G

near its extremities to form pockets in the belt |

H for receiving the tobacco and relieving the
finished bunch.
2. The slide O, playing between platform B

and base-block A, and earrying the bearing-
plates D D of the roller E, to which plates
the handle K is attached.

3. The construction of the plates D D,adapt-
ing them to suspend the roller at proper dis-
tance from platform, permit the passing of the
end of the binder under the roller, and enable
the operator to keep hold of said end at either
side of the machine, in order to form right or
left cigars. o

4. The adjustable plate I, attached to the
belt H, and held by a set-serew, J, to admit of
regulating the capacity of the pockets to pro-
duce large or small fillers or cigars.

JOHN T. HENNAMAN.
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