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To all whom it may concerrn:
Beitknown thatI, JAMES LYLE GLENN, Jr.

a citizen of the Umted States, 1es1d1n0f at
Clarksville, in the county of l\IOHtO‘OH]GIV and
State of Tennessee haveinvented certain new
and useful Impr ovements in Lacing-Eyes;
and I do hereby declare the followmof tobea
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the

art towhich it appertains to make and use the

same.

This invention relates to lacing-eyes for la-
cing boots, shoes, &e., and has for its object
toprovide an efficient,inexpensive,and easily-
applied lacing-eye which will permit a free
running movement of the lace orstring there-
through without liability to cause wear and
tear of the lace by contact with projecting
ends or sharp angles, as is the case with la-
cing eyes or hooks of the usual construction,
and which at the same time may be firmly at-
tached and held in place on the shoe-vamp
without liability of being wrenched therefrom
ortearing the leather When subjected to great
strain in use.

The invention will first be hereinafter more
particularly described with reference to the
accompanying drawings, which form a part
of this spee1ﬁeamon and then pointed out in
the claim at the end of the description.

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents a shoe
havingaseries of lacing-eyes thereon embody-
ing myinvention, with the usual lace orstring
for securing the edges of the vamp together
in the usual manner. Fig. 2 is a view simi-
lar to that shown in Fig. 1, showing the string
untied and the shoe open, so as to illustrate
the free running movement of the lace
through the laemfr-eyes in the act of inserting
or WlthdlannO‘ the foot. Fig. 3 is a detail
sectional view thl ough a port1on of the shoe-
vamp, showing one of the lacing-eyes secured
thereto, the said section being taken on the
line IIT IIT of Fig. 1. Tfig. 4 is a detail per-
spective view 111ustrat1ncr one of the lacing-
eyes attached to a demehed portion’ of the
vamp; and Fig. 5isa detail showing an inter-
mediate plan or top view, and a perspective
view at either side thereof, of one of my im-
proved lacing-eyes in different positions.

Referring to the drawings, in which similar

letters of reference are used to denote corre-
sponding parts in different views, I have
shown in Figs. T and 2 a number of my im-

proved lacing-eyes applied toa laced shoe, the 55

lace (marked A) being tied in Fig. 1 and loose
in Fig. 2. In the latter figure a foot is indi-
cated in dotted lines as being withdrawn from
the shoe in order to illustrate the freerunning

movement of the lace through the series of 6o

lacing-eyes to permit the vamp-sections to be
readily opened or spread apart.

In Kigs. 3, 4, and 51 haveillustrated in de-
tail the construction and mode of attachment

of a lacing-eye embodying my invention, 65

which I will now more particularly describe.

B denotes the lacing-eye, which is formed
from a predetermined length of wire of suit-
able size by doubling the piece of wire upon

itself, then bending the doubled parallel por- 7o

tions backwardly, so as to form an eye b to
receive a lace orstring, and then bending each
member of the doubled portion outwaldly
from the base of the eye, as atb’, to cause said

members to diverge sufficiently at the base of 75

the eye to 1’eceive between them the end 1?
of the part forming the eye proper, and the
free ends of said members are then bent
downwardly, or at an angle to said divergent

base-portions ', so as to form. two prongs 0% 8o

for attaching the lacing-eye to the vamp of a
shoe or other article to which it is to be ap-
plied. By this construction I provide a sim-
ple and inexpensive lacing-eye which is free

from the objections incident to the use of la- 85

cing eyes or hooks of the usual construction,
in which sharp angles or projecting ends of
the eye or hook are liable to catch onto the
lace or string and wear and tear the same, as

well as prévent the free running movement go

thereof in lacing the shoe orremoving the shoe
from the foot.. Aswill be seen, the deseribed
construction presents nosharpanglesoredges
or projections to engage and tear the lace or

string, and the spreading apart of the vamp g5

to permit the insertion or withdrawal of the
foot is made easy by reason-of the free run-
ning movement of the lace without liability
to hitch or catch onto a projecting portion,

and in use (the lacing-eye being attached as 1oo

shown in Fig. 3) the stmm is exerted directly
over the pomt of attfachment and as nearly as
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possible in a direct line with the strain upon
the part to which it is attached, so as to pro-
vide a firm hold without liability to cause the
lacing-eye to be wrenched or pulled out or to
tear the vamp orarticle to which it is applied.

Tam aware that lacing hooks and eyes have
heretofore been devised in which the hook or
eyeis formed from a single piece of wire bent
into proper shape to form an eye, with prongs
for attaching the hook or eye to the vamp of
the shoe or other article to which it is to be
applied, and hence I make no broad claim to
such constructions. o

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent of the United States, is—

A lacing-eye for boots and shoes compris-
ing a single piece of wire doubled upon itself
and having its doubled portion bent to form
an eye having continuous parallel adjacent
members; said members being bent out-

wardly at the base of the eye so as to form di-
vergent paortions with prongs springing there-
from at an angle thereto; the backwardly-
turned end of the doubled eye portion termi-
nating and resting at the base of the eye be-
tween said divergent portions, which form a
guard therefor, to prevent said terminal from
presenting a projection to catch or engage the
lace or string; whereby the lacing-éye is pro-
vided with a wide attaching-base and a naxr-
row eye having one terminal free but guard-
ed by said attaching-base, s0 as o present no
angle or projection to prevent the free run-
ning movement of the lace or string, substan-
tially as shown and described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two withesses.
JAMES LYLE GLENN, Jr.
Witnesses: :

C. D. RUNYON,
L. "A. GoLp.
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