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efficiency of the single imager projection system. The invention is directed to
the incorporation of a high extinction ratio pre-polarizer, such as a compensated,
multi-layer polarizer, in a single or dual imager projection system. This permits
illumination with low f-number illumination light, and thus increases the effi-
ciency of the projection system. The pre-polarizer may be incorporated within
a polarization recovery unit to further enhance system efficiency.
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