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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

LEVI H. MONTROSS, OF CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY.

EURIAL-CASKET CARRIER.

Wo. 878,085.

Specitication of Letters Patent,

" Patented Feb. 11,1908,

Apulication fled Décemfer 27, 1906. Serial No. 349,637, :

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Lrvr H. MoxTross, a
citizen of the United States, residing in the
city and county of Camden, State of New
Jersey, have invented a new and useful
Burial-Casket Carrier, of which the follow-
ing is a specification,

The purpese of my invention is to provide
an effective, convenient, strong and decora-
tive support for caskets,

A further purpose of my invention is to
aveid damage to metallic caskets due to at-
tachment of haundles thereto. :

A further purpose of my invention is to
avoid buckling or the necessity for excessive
bracing of the stays of caskets to accommo-
date the handles. : , :

A farther purpose of my invention is to
redace the expense necessarily connected
with easkets.

A farther purpose of my imvention is to
make the handles and decorations separate
parts and remove them at the time of burial.

A farther purpose of iy Inverdion is to
5 supply a- vemovable support for caskets

which shali ey the handles and any de-
sived decorations,

Wigure 1 reprevents a casket in its support-
ing frame, the view being perspective.”  Fig,
2 represents the frame in bottom plan view,
Fig. 3 vepresenis a transverse section of the
casket through the handles thereof.  TFig.
4 represents & fragmentary section of the
lower caskot member and cwrvier. Fig. 5

represents a perspective view of @ base simi-.

lar to that in Tig. 1.
Similar numerals of reference indienie cor-
responding parts in the figures.
Referring to the drawings. 1 designates
the bottom portion of a casket preferably
-metallie, having a top 2 and supported upon
o frame 3. This frame is made up of any

suitable preferably wooden base structure

ilfustrated here as composed of longitudinal |

strips 4 and transverse connecting strips 5 o
- form a strong botlom supporting structure.
This is intended to recelve sud carry the
cusket.
the end also, if desived, T preferably attach
side and end members or standards in the
form of panels, plates or strips 6 to which the
handle brackets 7 ane attached.

I Rave illustrated the side handles as con-
tinuous rods 4 resting within the supporting

25 brackets 7 and capped in any convenient or

desired manuer at ‘9, but it will be evident

To the sides of the frame and from |

that independent handles may be used with-
in ‘the brackets or that other types than in-
dependent bracket supported handles may
be used upon the strips 6. I have illus-
trated an independent handle 10 at the end
of the casket, this being but one of many
types of handle whiéh might be used either
with the bracket 7 or where the handle 6 is
completed without separate brackets.

While I preferably attach the panels 6
rigidly to the bottom frame, it will be evi-
dent that the same may be pivoted as at 11,
Figs. 3, so that the entire side parts may be
bent down upon one or both sides or ends to
permit a free insertion or removal of the
casket, the parts being afterward retained
in position by any suitable means such as a
lateh or spring. ‘ :

- It will be evident that the panels or strips
6 rest or may be made to rest: throughout
substantially their entire length or through
avy desired portion of their length againsg
the side of the lower portion of the casket
and might even bridge the joint and rest
againgt the upper portion of the casket, if
desired. 1 preferably rest! the strip against
the side of the casket thtoughout quite an
appreciable portion of the fength of the strip.
in order Lo enlarge the surface of the casket
upon which the erushing strain due to the
iteral component of the lifting strain upon
the handle is distributed and I preferably
terminate the strip' 6 at s point 12 in close
proximity to the preferably reinforced wpper

‘edge of the lower casket member 1) in order

that this reinforced edge may itself assist in
preventing huckling, :

The form of casket illustrated having a
luteral” extension at ils upper edge on the
lower casket portion and having a vib, groove
or gutter within this lateral extension, is
found to be suflicient to prevent buckling
without affecting the joint made between
the upper and lower casket-parts and there
fore without endangering o’ lermetical seal

which I may secure by the joint patented by
e in 1y previoud patent, granted May 1st,
1906, No. 819,301, for burial caskets’ ‘
Along the edge of the frame 4, I preferably
secure any suitable molding 13 and between
the handle supports or plates 6 and even past
them where these plates are thin enough
for the molding to normally project beyond
them. It is evident that this molding can
be placed upon the'casket and that the plates
6 can be made to span the molding or that
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the molding upon the casket could be inter-
rupted at the necessary points to permit the
plates 6 to pass through the same.’

I have illustrated the decorations 14 in the
form of festoons. - These I preferably sup-
port upon the plates 6, that is, from one
plate to another but it will be evident that
these also could be secured directly to the
casket if desired.

In Fig. 4 T have shown a section of a side
of the lower portion of the casket, the ad-
joining panel strip or support, the lower
clamp member and a tube used within the
joint. This section shows the support for
the casket as cut away to allow the clamp to
be placed in position and abutting against
this clamp. In it the lower casket member
is shown Hanged and guttered at 15, the gut-
ter being preferably spaced from the body

of the casket by a lateral flange 16 and the

flange is preferably extended beyond the

- gutter at 17, these parts codperating with
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the parts of the upper casket member to
form a joint. The flange codperates with
the panel or strip 6 of the support in two
ways, to afford s bearing against lifting
strain and to brace against distortion by in~

‘ward, pressure of the brace upon the casket

member at this point. It will be evident
that the lateral flanges could be reduced or
modified and under certain conditions alto-
gether done away with. The flanges 16 and
17, for instance, could be dropped altogether
and the gutter 15 would in that case lie di-
rectly against the side of the lower mem-
ber 2. . '

T have shown clamps 20 as retaining the
parts of the joint, the lower part 21 of such
a clamp being shown in Fig. 4. In the ilus-
trations I have shown -these clamps at, the
strips 6 and have shown the strips 6 cut away
at 22 to permit the clamps to lie therebe-
tween. : . _

It will be evident that a variety of forms
of frame can be used and that the strips to
which the handles are attached may g of
any suitable material or shape and may be
varied in position or number as desired.

It will Ee evident that the upper portion
of my supporting frame may be secured to
the lower portion in eny suaitable marmer
either to secure it rigidly thereto as illus-

trated upon the left side of Fig. 3, or to

malke it movable with respect thereto in any
suitable way of which one is shown at the
right hand of Fig. 3. It will also be apparent
that the festoons or other decorations may
be moved along with the strips where they
are made movable with vespect to the bage

and that eny decorations on the side and end
strips may be temporarily detached or loos-
cned for sueh movement ov that such move-
ment may be permitted by looseness in the
decorations.

Tn Fig. 5 T have shown the strips 6 arranged
to codperate at their upper ends with the
flange of the lower casket member rather
than with the clamp or the flange and clamp:
1t will be seen that where I refer in this speci-
fication or the claims thereof to a plate of
strips such as 6, [ intend to include any panel
or bracket or other structure which would
perform the same function and which might
consist of but an outline of the strip in ques-
tiow: ,

1 preferably use a woaden base or a padded
base to prevent metallic ring and undue
noise in the contact of the base with the
hearse bottom or supports and to codperate
with the usual retaining devices when used
with these supports, which cut into the bot-
tom of the casket or base sufliciently to

prevent aceidental novement of the coffin.

thereon.
Tt will be evident t
be made by those s

Pt

124 various changes may
skilled in the art, which
will come within the scope of my invention
and I do not therefore desire to be limited in
every instance to the exact construction here-
n show ihed :

' and deseribed. :
Having thus deséribed my invention, what
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novable earrier for caskets, a
- of pansls secured thereto
ing the panels. =~ A
: novable carrier for caskets, a
base {rams, supports secured to said base

trame and adapted to engage at their upper
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ends with o flange upon the casket and han-
dles upon said supports. .

4, In = carrier for caskets, a base, and a
it nbers therefor unat-

ty of side m

t their wpper ends and of which one

Yt
o)
=,
o
b
o5
iy

tached a
is movebly connscted with said base at its
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5. In @ carrier for caskets, s base, a plu-
rality of side members connected therewith,
decorations rernovably sesured to suid =hde
members, and hendles upon said side mein-
bers.

‘ LEVI L MORTROSR.

Witnesses:

C. ;
E. ¢. UBYER.
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