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(57) Abstract: A method of manufacturing a tubu-
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following: in comparison with manufacturing of a
tubular member having a non-uniform thickness by
flow forming, the method of the invention can pro-
vide (i) a more reduced facility cost, (ii) higher
productivity, (iii) and better quality of outward ap-
pearance. The method of manufacturing a tubular
member comprises: (a) a step in which a bent sec-
tion (8) is formed by bending one end, axially, of a
tubular blank (4), and also comprises (b) a step in
which an ironing device (20) provided with a
punch (26), a die (22) having a side surface which
is an irregular surface (24), and a pressing member
(23) is used to engage the tubular blank (4) at the
bent section (8) thereof with the die (22), the bent
section (8) is pressed between the pressing member
(23) and the die (22), and those portions of the
tubular blank (4) which exclude the bent section
(8) is ironed by the punch (26) and the die (22) to
form a tubular member (10) having a non-uniform
10 thickness.
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