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This invention relates to the broad class of 
Stringed musical instrument accessories particu 
larly of the variety known to the trade and 
profession as shoulder rests, and it has more 
particular reference to a unique duplex device 
which may be satisfactorily referred to, as a 
unit, as a positioning attachment. 
I am Well aware of the fact that many different 

kinds of padded shoulder rests have been de 
Veloped foll use in connection with violins. As a 

0 matter of fact, the ordinary type comprises an 
adjustable pad and an attaching strap, one end 
of the strap being slitted to engage over the 
existing tail-piece button, and there being a rub 
berband at the opposite end of the strap to re 

ls leasably engage over a projecting corner por 
tion constituting a part of the rim of the body. 

Notwithstanding the general feasibility and 
practicability of pads of the aforesaid type, I 
have discovered the need for a unitary device 

20 characterized by a double or duplex pad arrange 
ment with one pad shaped and located to com 
fortably bear on the shoulder and the other pad 
satisfactorily positioned to rest or bear against 
the chest of the performer. 
More specifically stated, I have evolved and 

produced a simple and economical device of a 
quick detachable type which when in position 
permits the instrument to assume a proper po 
sition and balance for insuring more depend 
able fingering and better bowing technique. 

It is a matter of common knowledge that 
while ordinary marketed types of shoulder pads 
and rests afford good results, the construction 
is such as to have a tendency to interfere with 
responsiveness and brilliancy of tone for which 
reason said types of rests are found objection 
able. By way of contrast, the novel stabilizing 
appurtenance constituting the novelty of this 
application not only affords requisite steadying 

40 facilities but actually enhances the tone by ele 
wating or lifting the body of the instrument 
from muffling contact with the body of the 
player. 

Other features and advantages will become 
45 more readily apparent from the following de 

scription and drawings. 
In the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a bottom plan view of a conven 

tional violin showing the attachment in place. 
Figure 2 is a side view of the structure shown 

in Figure 1. 
Figure 3 is a rear end elevation. 
Figure 4 is an enlarged detail Section taken 

approximately on the plane of the line 4-4 of 
56 Figure 1. 
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Figure 5 is a similar view taken approximately 
on the plane of the line 5-5 of Figure 1. 

Figure 6 is an inverted perspective view of 
the U-shaped attaching clip. 

Refering to the illustrative drawings and giv 
ing attention in particular to Figure 3, it will 
be observed that the numerai 7 designates, as 
a whole, an ordinary violin. At the inner or 
rear end of this is a conventional headed button 
over which the anchoring noose 9 of the tail 
piece 10 is engaged. Incidently, the noose 9 is 
simply a loop constructed of gut or equivalent 
material. 

In accordance with the present invention, I 
provide a Substantially U-shaped clip 11 of the 
type shown in Figure 6 and the arms of this 
terminate in attaching hooks 12. This clip is 
of resilient Wiie and the alms are maintained 
together but allowed to Spread apart through 
the instrumentality of a simple rubberband 13. 
This clip 11 is hung over the button 8 and main 
tained in position with the hooks 12 disposed 
downwardly to accommodate the Wire frame or 
carrier for the pads. 
The wire frame may be divided into two por 

tions, namely the longitudinally curved reach 
arm 14 and a brace extension 15, these parts 
being joined together through the instrumen 
tality of an offset U-shaped connective portion 
which may be designated as a Saddle 16. Mani 
festly, the bight portion of the saddle is adapted 
to engage in the keeper hooks 12 as shown in 
Figure 3. 
Attached in any suitable way to the extremity 

of the brace arm 15 is a button-like chest pad 17. 
At the opposite end the curved reach arm 14 is 
provided with a return bend 18 of the configura 
tion illustrated in Figure 4 to the extremity 19 
of which the main longitudinally bowed block 
like shoulder pad 20 is connected. 

It will be noticed that this so-called wire car 
rier frame for the pads is properly proportioned 
and shaped to position the respective pads at the 
proper places to bear against the shoulder and 
chest respectively. Moreover, the brace arm 15 
Spaces the pad 17 away from the body of the in 
Strument. Likewise, the return bend 18 Which 
in addition to being resilient, permits the curved 
shoulder rest pad 20 to occupy the oblique posi 
tion illustrated in Figure 1. Then too, the shape 
of the reach arm 14 is such as to conform to the 
natural curvature of the adjacent butt end of the 
instrument. 

I next call attention to the numeral 21 which 
merely designates a well-known type of rubber 
band which is attached at one end to the portion 
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i requisite angle to facilitate bowing. 

2 
18 of the frane and has its opposite free end 
portion located to be stretched over and releas 
ably engaged with the portion 22 of the instru 
ment shown in Figures 1 and 2. The nunnerals 
23 simply designate rubber sleeves which func 
tion as protectors to prevent the metal from con 
tacting the vibratory wood of the instrument. 
Fioreover, these sleeves prevent Scarring of the 
highly polished surfaces of the instrument which 
co-act with the attachment. 
The gist of the invention is found in the con 

struction of a suitably shaped frame susceptible 
of quick detachable connection at its central 
portion with the suspension hooks 12 of the re 
taining clip 11, said fraine having appropriate 
rubber protectors and being formed at opposite 
ends with the distinguishable pads. Each pad 
is shaped to conform inhore or less to the part of 
the anatory with which it co-operates. Both 
pads are spaced away from the back of the in 
Struzineint. 
ture the rubber band 20 connes in handy. 

As an additional maintenance fea 
It is 

understood that the clip 11 which is adjustable 
to different sized buttons is left in place and that 
the frame is detached from the hooks 12 when 
the instrument is put away in its carrying case. 
The detachabie part, as a unit, is light weight 

and Small and capable of being carried in the 
musical instrument case without trollble. 
When in position the device affords the requi 

site uniform balance and proper support for the 
instrument. As before stated, it keeps the in 
strument away from contact with the body of 
the player and inclines the instrument to the 

Moreover, 
by permitting the instrument to be held more 
firmly between the chin and body, it is practi 
cally unnecessary to support the neck of the in 
strument with the fingering hand. This leaves 
the fingers free for precise execution purposes. 

It is probably unnecessary however to delve 
into the commercial aspect of the invention. It is thought from the foregoing description 
that the advantages and novel features of the in 
vention will be readily apparent. 

It is to be understood that changes may be 
made in the construction and in the combination 
and arrangement of the several parts provided 
that such changes fall within the scope of the 
appended claims. 
I claim: . - 
1. A violin positioning attachment of the class 
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described comprising a frame, means for detach 
ably connecting the frame with an existing tail 
piece anchoring button on the butt end of the in 
strument, and a pair of pads attached to opposite 
end portions of said frame, one pad serving to co 
operate with the shoulder of the player and the 
other pad to bear against the chest of the player. 

2. As a new article of manufacture, a violin 
rest of the class described comprising an attach 
ing frame, pads attached to opposite end portions 
of said frame, the intermediate portion of the 
frame embodying a portion for detachable con 
nection with the existing button on the butt end 
of the instrument, the end portions of the frame 
being offset to Space the pads away from the back 
of the instrument and to elevate the instrument 
from direct contact with the body of the player. 

3. As a new article of manufacture, a violin 
rest of the class described comprising an attach 
ing frame, pads attached to opposite end portions 
of Said frame, the intermediate portion of the 
frame embodying a portion for detachable con 
nection with the existing button on the buttend 
of the instrument, the end portions of the frame 
being offset to Space the pads away from the back 
of the instrument and to elevate the instrument 
from direct contact with the body of the player, 
one of Said pads being of elongated block-like 
form and curved to bear upon the shoulder, the 
other pad being of disc-like form to bear against 
the chest of the player. 

4. A violin positioning attachment of the class 
described comprising a substantially U-shaped 
attaching clip having its arm portions formed 
with retaining hooks, a positioning device com 
prising a frame detachably connected With said 
hooks, and pads attached to the frame at longi 
tlildinally Spaced points, one pad serving to bear. 
against the shoulder, and the other pad serving 
to bear against the chest in the manner described. 

5. A violin accessory of the class described 
comprising a wire maintenance frame having its 
intermediate portion formed into a substantial 
ly U-shaped saddle, having one end portion 
curved and formed into a reach arm, said reach 
arm terminating in a return bend, a shoulder 
pad attached to said return bend, the opposite 
end portion of Said frame being formed into a 
brace arrin, and a Second pad attached to said 
brace airn to rest against the chest of the user. 
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