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A golf tee includes a stem positionable in or on the ground ; 
and a head connected to the stem for supporting a golf ball . 
The head is configured to surround and support a portion of 
the golf ball , including the portion of the ball facing a golf 
player when positioned to hit the golf ball . The head includes 
a back portion configured to be impacted by a golf club of 
the golf player and two side portions extending from the 
back portion and wrapping around opposite sides of the golf 
ball to surround up to 180 ° of the circumference of the golf 
ball to inhibit side spin of the golf ball upon impact by the 
golf club . The back portion of the head of the golf tee 
includes a flat planar element extending substantially across 
the back portion and configured to provide a visual cue to 
guide the golf player to square the face of the golf club at 
impact when striking the golf ball . 
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GOLF TEE 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[ 0001 ] This application is a divisional of U.S. patent 
application Ser . No. 16 / 372,074 filed on Apr. 1 , 2019 entitled 
METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR PLAYING TEAM 
GOLF , which is a continuation - in - part of U.S. patent appli 
cation Ser . No. 14 / 659,868 filed on Mar. 17 , 2015 entitled 
METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR PLAYING TEAM 
GOLF , which claims priority from U.S. Provisional Patent 
Application No. 61 / 967,725 filed on Mar. 25 , 2014 , all of 
which applications are hereby incorporated by reference . 

game is 

BACKGROUND 

[ 0002 ] The present application relates to a method of 
playing golf , more particularly to an improved method and 
associated apparatus that enables a collaborative effort 
among a group of golfers using one ball per team . 
[ 0003 ] The popularity of golf has been steadily declining . 
The golf industry has lost 5 million golf participants over the 
last 20 years . The number of golfers in the 18 to 34 age 
category has dipped 30 percent in the last 10 years . Golf's 
decline is predicted to continue because the expen 
sive , time - consuming and difficult to learn . Golfers play golf 
using a set of clubs ( typically 14 clubs ) . Because they 
include so many clubs , golf club sets are expensive and can 
be difficult to carry and manage . The golf industry has tried 
several initiatives to attract golfers and make golf easier to 
learn and play such as Golf 2.0 , Golf 20/20 , Tee it Forward , 
and increasing the size of the cup on the green . However , 
these efforts have had limited success . 
[ 0004 ] Accordingly , it is desired to provide an improved 
method and apparatus for playing team golf . 
[ 0005 ] It is also desired to provide an improved method 
and associated apparatus for playing team golf aimed at 
increasing the number of new golf participants and increas 
ing the enjoyment of playing the game . 
[ 0006 ] It is also desired to provide an improved method 
and associated apparatus for playing team golf in which the 
expenses of golf are substantially decreased while enhancing 
the enjoyment of playing golf . 

until the single golf ball is in the cup . At least one of the steps 
of striking the single golf ball during a round is preceded by 
positioning the golf ball on the golf tee . The golf tee 
comprises a stem insertable into the ground connected to a 
head for supporting a golf ball . The head is configured to 
surround and support a portion of the golf ball , including the 
portion of the ball facing the golf player . The head comprises 
a back portion configured to be impacted by the golf club 
and two side portions extending from the back portion and 
wrapping around opposite sides of the golf ball to surround 
up to 180 ° of the circumference of the golf ball to inhibit 
side spin of the golf ball upon impact by the golf club . 
[ 0008 ] In accordance with one or more further embodi 
ments , a novel golf tee is disclosed comprising a stem 
positionable on the ground and a head connected to the stem 
for supporting a golf ball . The head is configured to surround 
and support a portion of the golf ball , including the portion 
of the ball facing a golf player when positioned to hit the golf 
ball . The head comprises a back portion configured to be 
impacted by a golf club of the golf player and two side 
portions extending from the back portion and wrapping 
around opposite sides of the golf ball to surround up to 180 ° 
of the circumference of the golf ball to inhibit side spin of 
the golf ball upon impact by the golf club . 
[ 0009 ] To accomplish the foregoing and other objects , 
features and advantage of the present invention there is 
provided a golf game apparatus that is played by a team or 
at least two separate teams that compete for lowest score . 
Each team includes multiple players that each have a playing 
venue that progresses along a golf course as the golf game 
is played , the playing venue being unique to each respective 
player including the players playing space and at which an 
event occurs of engaging a golf ball . Each team has only one 
set of clubs that include at least one driver , at least one putter 
and multiple irons or woods , the set of clubs being suffi 
ciently complete in order to enable the players of a team to 
collectively play a round of golf progressively at successive 
holes of the golf course . Each respective player venue 
includes one or more of the clubs of the set of clubs , all of 
the clubs of the set of clubs of a team being allocated to the 
respective multiple players of a team with each team player 
playing only their allocated club or clubs until the team 
finishes the hole . 
[ 0010 ] In accordance with other aspects of the present 
invention including at least first and second respective 
players each having some , but less than all , of the clubs of 
the set at their respective playing venue ; the number of 
players of a team is equal to or less than the number of clubs 
used in a set ; the number of players of a team can be equal 
to the number of clubs used in a set so that each and every 
player of a team possesses only one club to be used ; for 
example , there are seven players and an associated seven 
clubs ; the clubs include a driver , fairway wood , # 5 iron , # 7 
iron , # 9 iron , sand wedge and putter ; the players have 
respective one through seven playing venues ; only one ball 
is used by all players of a team and hit successively by 
players one through seven by the player who can hit the 
appropriate shot from that distance and situation ; wherein , at 
the beginning of any hole the club or clubs in a player's 
venue is swapped with another player of the same team ; one 
of the players on a team is determined to be a team captain ; 
the team captain is typically the player with the lowest 
handicap ; at least some of the players that may carry only a 
single club will not require any carry bag ; the players of a 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE 

[ 0007 ] In accordance with one or more embodiments , a 
method is disclosed for collaboratively playing golf in an 
optional selective shot format by a group of golf players on 
a golf course using a novel golf tee , a single set of golf clubs , 
and a single golf ball . The golf course comprises a plurality 
of holes , each hole having at least a tee box and a putting 
green with a cup . The method includes the steps of : ( a ) 
assigning one or more golf clubs in said single set of golf 
clubs to be carried and used by each of said group of golf 
players ; and ( b ) at each of said plurality of holes : ( i ) striking , 
by one and only one player of said group of golf players , the 
single golf ball at the tee box for the hole using only the one 
or more golf clubs assigned to that player ; ( ii ) determining 
which one and only one of said group of golf players will hit 
the next shot of the single golf ball where it has landed to 
advance the single golf ball toward the cup for the hole ; ( iii ) 
striking , by the one and only one player determined in ( ii ) , 
the single golf ball using only the one or more golf clubs 
assigned to that player ; and ( iv ) repeating steps ( ii ) and ( iii ) 
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team include greater than two players each having a playing 
venue ; and each playing venue includes the corresponding 
player and the player's club . 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

by a team during a round in accordance with one or more 
embodiments . In one or more preferred embodiments , each 
team must use the novel golf tee at least once on each hole 
during the round . In accordance with one or more further 
preferred embodiments , each team must use the novel golf 
tee on all golf shots hit from a tee box or a fairway . 
[ 0021 ] Play at each hole starts with one of the players on 
each team hitting off the tee . FIG . 1 shows the player with 
the driver teeing off . The team will determine who the best 
person for the next shot is once the team reaches the ball . 
The process will continue for each team until the ball is hit 
into the cup . 

[ 0011 ] FIG . 1 illustrates a team of seven golfers with a 
player assigned to the driver ready to tee off in a method for 
playing team golf in accordance with one or more embodi 
ments . 
[ 0012 ] FIG . 2 illustrates the team on a fairway with the 
player assigned to the # 5 iron hitting the ball in a method for 
playing team golf in accordance with one or more embodi 
ments . 
[ 0013 ] FIG . 3 illustrates the team on the green with the 
player assigned to the putter putting on the ball in a method 
for playing team golf in accordance with one or more 
embodiments . 
[ 0014 ] FIG . 4 illustrates an exemplary golf tee usable in 
playing team golf in accordance with one or more embodi 
ments . ( The golfer in this figure is shown for illustrative 
purposes and is not to scale . ) 
[ 0015 ] FIGS . 5A - 5D illustrate various views of the golf 
tee of FIG . 4 . 
[ 0016 ] FIGS . 6A - 6D illustrate various views of an alter 
native exemplary golf tee usable in playing team golf in 
accordance with one or more embodiments . 
[ 0017 ] FIGS . 7A - 7D illustrate various views of an exem 
plary golf tee usable for practice in a range mat in accor 
dance with one or more embodiments . 
[ 0018 ] FIGS . 8A - 8D illustrate various views of an alter 
native exemplary golf tee usable for practice in a range mat 
in accordance with one or more embodiments . 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[ 0019 ] Various embodiments disclosed herein are directed 
to a method of playing team golf , which provides a friend 
lier , more fun , and less expensive way to play and learn golf . 
The team golf method is a collaborative effort among a team 
of golfers using a novel golf tee , one golf ball , and one golf 
club ( or only a few golf clubs ) per team member with an 
optional selective shot format . The method of playing team 
golf will increase the number of new golf participants and 
provide a comfortable environment for average golfers and 
non - golfers to learn , enjoy , and more frequently play golf . 
[ 0020 ] The method of playing team golf in accordance 
with one or more embodiments is as follows : two teams play 
against each other on each hole . Alternatively , more than two 
teams can compete against each other on each hole , or one 
team can play against par for the course . Each team is made 
up of at least two players , preferably 4-7 players . In a most 
preferred embodiment , particularly where it is preferred not 
to have to carry a golf bag , only one club is assigned to each 
player . Alternatively , each of the players on a team may be 
assigned a subset of the clubs in a golf set . For instance , each 
player can be assigned one to three clubs to use during the 
round . For instance , if a team has 7 players each play be 
assigned a different one of the following golf clubs : driver , 
fairway wood , # 5 iron , # 7 iron , # 9 iron , sand wedge , and 
putter . Each team will only use one ball and play with an 
optional selective shot format . Each team can have a captain , 
who can , e.g. , be the player with the lowest handicap in the 
team . The novel golf tee ( examples of which are illustrated 
in FIGS . 4 , 5A - 5D , and 6A - 6D ) must be used at least once 

[ 0022 ] A player may hit the ball more than once per hole 
if needed . For example , the best way to approach a short Par 
4 hole could be to tee off with a # 5 iron and then hit another 
# 5 iron into the green . In this case the player assigned the # 5 
iron club would hit twice on this hole . 
[ 0023 ] However , only one person can hit at a time and 
from that position . Every player's shot will count towards 
the team score . This is in contrast to a scramble or other 
methods and formats , in which multiple players hit their own 
ball from the same position and only choose one ball . The 
rest of the three balls are then picked up and will not be 
included in the team score . 
[ 0024 ] No golf bags are necessary , because each team 
member carries only one club or very few clubs . A large 
number of golfers can play at a time . For instance , 14 
different golfers can play on the same hole with two teams 
of seven players . 
[ 0025 ] Focusing on one club with a team with an optional 
selective shot format will allow players to more easily learn 
the game and improve their skills . The format will lead to 
quicker play because there is no need for players to select 
from 14 different clubs . It also does not require individual 
players to buy expensive sets of 14 clubs . The format will 
especially encourage beginners , women and juniors to play 
together with friends as well as all levels of golfers , yet still 
in a traditional way . The golf format will also be more 
affordable with greens fees expected to be around $ 9 per 18 
holes , compared to the current approximate average of $ 30 . 
[ 0026 ] Friends , co - workers , family and relatives can play 
together while having fun and getting exercise and enjoying 
the scenery of a golf course . Eventually , the team golf 
method and apparatus will convert more players to tradi 
tional individual golf . 
[ 0027 ] Thus , in accordance with the format of the present 
invention every member of the team has an opportunity to 
practice preferably with a single club and also preferably 
with only one shot at a time . This will tend to make that 
player skillful with that particular club . 
[ 0028 ] In an alternate embodiment of the present inven 
tion , at the beginning of any particular hole , clubs of a player 
may be swapped with another player . In this way , during the 
playing of the course , players can get accustomed to using 
different clubs while all players of the team are still devoted 
to attaining the lowest playing score . 
[ 0029 ] In accordance with the present invention there is 
provided a golf game apparatus that is played by a team or 
at least two separate teams that compete for the lowest score . 
Each team includes multiple players such as the players 1-7 
illustrated in FIGS . 1-3 . Each of the players is considered as 
having a playing venue . See in FIGS . 1-3 the venue V. This 
playing venue may be considered as essentially progressing 
along a golf course as the golf game is played . The playing 
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venue V is unique to each respective player includes the 
players ' playing space and at which an event occurs of 
engaging a golf ball such as shown in any one of FIGS . 1-3 . 
[ 0030 ] Each team has only one set of clubs that will 
typically include at least one driver , at least one putter and 
multiple irons or woods . The set of clubs is sufficiently 
complete in order to enable the players of a team to 
collectively play a round of golf progressively at successive 
holes of the golf course . Each respective player venue 
includes one or more of the clubs of the set of clubs . All of 
the clubs of the set of clubs of a team are allocated to the 
respective players of a team with each team player playing 
only their allocated club or clubs until the team finishes the 
hole . This is clearly illustrated in the drawings wherein each 
player is shown as including only a single club . In FIG . 1 the 
number one player is shown teeing off at the course T area . 
In FIG . 2 player number three is shown at its venue at the 
fairway F location of the golf course . Finally , in FIG . 3 the 
player seven is shown at its venue about to engage the golf 
ball B at the putting green G. 
[ 0031 ] FIGS . 4 and 5A - 5D show an exemplary novel golf 
tee 10 for use in playing team golf in accordance with one 
or more embodiments . The golf tee 10 comprises an elon 
gate stem 12 ( with a pointed tip to ease insertion into the 
ground 16 ) and a head 14 for supporting a golf ball 16. The 
head 14 of the golf tee 10 , which is shown in further detail 
in FIGS . 5A - 5D , is a cup - like structure configured to sur 
round and support a substantial portion of the golf ball 16 , 
including the portion of the ball facing the golfer intended to 
be struck by a golf club . The head 14 comprises a back 
portion 18 configured to be impacted by the golf club and 
two side portions 20 extending from the back portion 18 and 
wrapping around the sides of the golf ball 16. The head 14 
surrounds a portion of the golf ball 16 up to 180 ° of the 
circumference of the ball 16. The head 14 surrounds the golf 
ball 16 preferably between 130 ° to 180 ° , more preferably 
between 140 ° to 180 ° , more preferably between 150 ° to 
180 ° , more preferably between 160 ° to 180 ° , and even more 
preferably between 170 ° to 180 ° of the circumference of the 
ball 16 . 
[ 0032 ] In use , the golf tee 10 inhibits golf club from 
directly striking the golf ball 16. Instead , the golf club strikes 
the back portion 18 of the head 14 , which supports the ball 
16. Because the head 14 substantially surrounds the portion 
of the ball 16 to which the golf club is directed , any 
misalignment of the golf club relative to the ball 16 at impact 
will not impart substantial side spin of the ball , which can 
result in slicing of the ball out of bounds . The novel golf tee 
10 thereby makes it substantially easier to properly hit golf 
balls , making it particularly suited for use in team golf , 
which can be played by inexperienced golfers . 
[ 0033 ] FIGS . 6A - 6B illustrate an exemplary alternative 
golf tee 24 , which is similar in structure to the golf tee 10 , 
but includes a flat surface 26 at the back portion of the head 
14 of the tee . The flat surface 26 is configured to be impacted 
by the golf club , and is intended to provide a visual cue to 
help golfers properly align the face of the golf club at impact 
with the ball during the golf swing . 
[ 0034 ] FIGS . 7A - 7D illustrate an exemplary golf tee 30 
usable for practice in a driving range in a range mat in 
accordance with one or more embodiments . The golf tee 30 
is similar in structure to the golf tee 10 , but includes an 
enlarged stem 32 and base 34 adapted to be held in a driving 
range mat . 

[ 0035 ] FIGS . 8A - 8D illustrate another exemplary golf tee 
40 usable for practice in a driving range in a range mat in 
accordance with one or more embodiments . The golf tee 40 
is similar in structure to the golf tee 30 , but includes but 
includes a flat surface 42 at the back portion of the head of 
the tee designed to be struck by a golf club . 
[ 0036 ] The golf tees described above can be constructed 
from a variety of materials including , but not limited to , 
plastics , rubber , wood , and other materials or combinations 
thereof . 
[ 0037 ] Having thus described several illustrative embodi 
ments , it is to be appreciated that various alterations , modi 
fications , and improvements will readily occur to those 
skilled in the art . Such alterations , modifications , and 
improvements are intended to form a part of this disclosure , 
and are intended to be within the spirit and scope of this 
disclosure . While some examples presented herein involve 
specific combinations of functions or structural elements , it 
should be understood that those functions and elements may 
be combined in other ways according to the present disclo 
sure to accomplish the same or different objectives . In 
particular , acts , elements , and features discussed in connec 
tion with one embodiment are not intended to be excluded 
from similar or other roles in other embodiments . Accord 
ingly , the foregoing description and attached drawings are 
by way of example only , and are not intended to be limiting . 
What is claimed is : 
1. A golf tee , comprising : 
a stem positionable in or on the ground ; and 
a head connected to the stem for supporting a golf ball , 
wherein the head is configured to surround and support 
a portion of the golf ball , including the portion of the 
ball facing a golf player when positioned to hit the golf 
ball , wherein the head comprises a back portion con 
figured to be impacted by a golf club of the golf player 
and two side portions extending from the back portion 
and wrapping around opposite sides of the golf ball to 
surround up to 180 ° of the circumference of the golf 
ball to inhibit side spin of the golf ball upon impact by 
the golf club , wherein the back portion of the head of 
the golf tee includes a flat planar element extending 
substantially across the back portion and configured to 
provide a visual cue to guide the golf player to square 
the face of the golf club at impact when striking the golf 
ball . 

2. The golf tee of claim 1 , wherein the head is configured 
to surround a portion of the golf ball between 130 ° to 180 ° 
of the circumference of the golf ball . 

3. The golf tee of claim 1 , wherein the head is configured 
to surround a portion of the golf ball between 140 ° to 180 ° 
of the circumference of the golf ball . 

4. The golf tee of claim 1 , wherein the head is configured 
to surround a portion of the golf ball between 150 ° to 180 ° 
of the circumference of the golf ball . 
5. The golf tee of claim 1 , wherein the head is configured 

to surround a portion of the golf ball between 160 ° to 180 ° 
of the circumference of the golf ball . 

6. The golf tee of claim 1 , wherein the head is configured 
to surround a portion of the golf ball between 170 ° to 180 ° 
of the circumference of the golf ball . 

7. The golf tee of claim 1 , wherein a tip of the stem is 
configured for insertion into the ground . 
8. The golf tee of claim 1 , wherein the golf tee is 

configured for use in a range mat . 
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9. The golf tee of claim 1 , further comprising a flat base 
supporting the stem , wherein the golf tee is configured for 
use in a range mat . 

10. The golf tee of claim 1 , wherein the golf tee is 
constructed from plastics , rubber , wood , or combinations 
thereof . 

11. The golf tee of claim 1 , wherein the golf tee is 
configured for use in a method of collaboratively playing 
golf in an optional selective shot format by a group of golf 
players on a golf course using a single set of golf clubs , and 
a single golf ball , the golf course comprising a plurality of 
holes , each hole having at least a tee box and a putting green 
with a cup , the method comprising the steps of : 

( a ) assigning one or more golf clubs in said single set of 
golf clubs to be carried and used by each of said group 
of golf players , and 

( b ) at each of said plurality of holes : 
( i ) striking , by one and only one player of said group of 

golf players , the single golf ball at the tee box for the 
hole using only the one or more golf clubs assigned 
to that player ; 

( ii ) determining which one and only one of said group 
of golf players will hit the next shot of the single golf 
ball where it has landed to advance the single golf 
ball toward the cup for the hole ; 

( iii ) striking , by the one and only one player determined 
in ( ii ) , the single golf ball using only the one or more 
golf clubs assigned to that player ; and 

( iv ) repeating steps ( ii ) and ( iii ) until the single golf ball 
is in the cup , 

wherein at least one of said steps of striking the single golf 
ball during a round is preceded by positioning the golf 
ball on the golf tee . 


