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57 ABSTRACT 
There is disclosed a computer system including a stor 
age means such as a random access memory (RAM) for 
receiving data to be displayed upon a display means, 
e.g. a color cathode ray tube, a microprocessor for 
control of the computer system operations, and viewer 
input devices such as a control stick or keyboard, 
whereby the viewer may respond selectively to the data 
displayed upon the display means. A limited capacity 
storage unit, illustratively in the form of a tape cassette, 
stores data in the form of a program for permitting the 
viewer to store useful material in the form of a reposi 
tory, such as a Christmas list; the program to be dis 
played by the display means can assume any of a limit 
less number of programs and may be adapted to an 
exceptionally wide range of uses for the home, office or 
school. The computer system permits the viewer to 
respond as through the input devices, to the material 
being displayed, whereby subsequent material may be 
effected. To effect a variety of operations, the computer 
system includes a record/read device for receiving the 
storage unit, whereby the stored data thereon may be 
read out and stored in the RAM for subsequent use by 
the computer system. In this regard, graphic material to 
be displayed upon the display means is stored in select 
locations in the RAM to be selectively read out, depen 
dent upon the image to be displayed. Further, there is 
included a second storage means in the form of a read 
only memory (ROM) for storing utility sub-routines, 
whereby various operations of the computer system 
may be controlled. 

59 Claims, 64 Drawing Figures 
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1. 

REACTIVE COMPUTER SYSTEMADAPTIVE TO A 
PLURALTY OF PROGRAM (NPUTS 

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets appears in the 
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifica 
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions made 
by reissue. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
1. Field of the Invention 
This invention relates to computer systems and in 

particular to such systems capable of displaying images, 
as upon a cathode ray tube, in accordance with any of a 
variety of programs as stored upon a low-cost, limited 
capacity storage unit such as a tape cassette, and capa 
ble of viewer interaction to control the selection of the 
displayed image as well as to store data upon the storage 
unit. 

2. State of the Prior Art 
There is presently known in the art the adaptation of 

a television receiver to play a number of games, e.g. a 
paddle-type game where one or more players operates 
control sticks to cause the image of a ball to move re 
peatedly from side to side as the players manipulate the 
displayed paddle to intercept the ball and to return it to 
the opposing player. Typically, these systems are imple 
mented in hardware game circuitry including, for exam 
ple, a power supply and an oscillator producing a mas 
ter timing signal for the TV display system. A horizon 
tal sync circuit provides a clock frequency into clock 
submultiples, which are variously combined to generate 
reset, blanking and sync signals. A vertical sync circuit 
provides a horizontal reset into vertical submultiples for 
combination into vertical reset, blanking and sync sig 
nals. The two sync signals usually are combined into a 
composite sync signal that synchronizes the data dis 
play of the receiver's cathode ray tube (CRT) with the 
game circuitry. A stationary image is displayed upon 
the CRT that makes up the background as generated by 
a playfield display section. The remaining images are 
generated by an object display circuit and moved 
around at various speeds by horizontal deflection and 
motion circuits, which are coupled to the aforemen 
tioned sync circuits. A score occurs when a ball is not 
returned and an appropriate signal is generated and 
applied to a storage circuit which counts each such 
unreturned ball and controls a display circuit to present 
the correct scores upon the CRT. Typically, there also 
is included a game length circuit in the form of a timer 
or a score counting circuit that has a time limit or the 
number of points scored, to disable the game circuitry. 
Further, a sound circuit is provided including an appro 
priate amplifier and speaker, whereby appropriate 
game-like sounds, e.g. the ping and pong of a ping-pong 
ball striking a paddle, are provided upon the occurrence 
of a ball hitting the displayed paddle and also to indicate 
the scoring of a point. 
A variety of such games has been implemented by 

integrated circuits and are adapted to display, as upon a 
television CRT, games such as tennis, hockey featuring 
a goalie and a forward for each side, squash, practice 
one-man squash, and a variety of rifle-shooting games. 
As development of such games has proceeded, the con 
trol circuitry has become increasingly sophisticated, 
whereby the difficulty of the games may be varied. For 
example, the size of the bat or racket, as well as the ball 
speed, may be changed. Further, the angles of return 
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2 
from the paddle or racket may be changed to increase 
the difficulty of the game. In addition, ball service may 
be automatic or manually-controlled, whereby the play 
ers can control how the on-screen generated ball is put 
into play after each point is scored. In a rifle-shooting 
game, a manual control in the game circuitry initiates 
the movement of a target upon the CRT screen, and a 
rifle in the form of a light source is aimed at the target. 
When the rifle's trigger is pulled, a shot counter in 
incremented. If the rifle is on-target, the rifle light 
source as focused upon a photocell inidicates a hit and 
the output from the photocell is applied to a hit counter 
which is incremented, and thereafter a hit noise is gen 
erated and the target is blanked for the duration of the 
hit signal. After fifteen shots, the score appears on the 
screen to indicate the total shots and the number of hits. 

In more recent developments, such games have been 
adapted for display upon color CRT's, and have in 
cluded large-scale integrated circuits that first process 
the color or chroma information to be applied in a for 
mat similar to that of a broadcasted color TV signal. 
Basically, the color signals are treated as two vectors 
defined by the blue (B-Y luminance) and red (R-Y lumi 
nance) as provided by an integrated circuit chip that 
includes a series of field-effect transistor switches and a 
resistor matrix. The integrated circuit chip also includes 
logic that is programmed to produce appropriate colors 
in any portion of a line then being scanned. By control 
ling the switching matrix, two separate voltages are 
produced, corresponding to the B-Y and R-Y vectors 
that are programmed to produce a desired color signal. 
The two vectors are applied to a chroma modulator 
having a stable color transmission frequency provided 
by a 3.58 MHz crystal oscillator; in this manner, the 
color signal is phase-modulated and transmitted to the 
color CRT receiver. 

It is contemplated that most of the above-described 
games are implemented by "hard-wired circuitry", tak 
ing the form of large-scale integrated circuits. The level 
of their sophistication is relatively low and permits only 
a limited amount of adaptability as determined by the 
configuration of the game's control circuitry. In this 
regard, it is contemplated that presently-available mi 
croprocessors could well be adapted to such game sys 
tems whereby a variety of more sophisticated games 
could be played with circuitry implemented by a micro 
processor. At present, there is available such a game 
including a microprocessor, a static memory interface, a 
read-only memory (ROM) and a random-access men 
ory (RAM) including a light-emitting diode display 
whereby a game of chess may be displayed. In addition, 
such a game may be readily adapted to show the board 
and chess pieces upon a conventional CRT display. By 
the use of the increased sophisication provided by the 
microprocessor, each player in the game is able to con 
trol the move of each piece by pressing control keys 
specifying and entering the "from' and the "to' squares 
in terms of ranks and files, giving the coordinates of 
each square. The counter move is determined by the 
microprocessor and is initiated by the player pressing 
the designated key, thus instructing the processor to 
analyze the move and to respond thereto. Significantly, 
the degree of complexity in responding to the player's 
move may be changed to a variety of levels. The higher 
the level, the more time the processor requires to re 
spond. 
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In addition, a microprocessor has been adapted to be 
used in a "gunfight" game wherein two figures are 
displayed on the CRT screen and the players try to 
shoot each other by viewer input to maneuver the dis 
played image on the screen and pressing trigger con 
trols. In such a game, the microprocessor is adapted for 
use with a CRT, by storing image data indicative of the 
gunfighter as well as background images, in a relatively 
large random-access memory and reading out the image 
data, while conventional horizontal deflection circuits 
generate the raster of the CRT. In an illustrative format, 
the pattern on the screen is composed of 224 horizontal 
lines, each being 256 dots long, whereby the RAM 
holds 224x256 bits of information, which are sequen 
tially read out during the scanning process. Further, it is 
contemplated that the game that the program plays may 
be changed by storing game information upon a storage 
means in the form of a cartridge or tape cassette, thus 
providing flexibility with respect to a fixed game as 
implemented by hard-wire LSI circuits, 
The above-described system, whether implemented 

by conventional circuitry, LSI circuits or microproces 
sors, have been limited to a great extent to playing 
games, even though at increasing levels of sophistica 
tion. It is contemplated by this invention to provide a 
computer system illustratively implemented by a micro 
processor, that is capable of many different functions, 
only one of which relates to playing a game, involving 
images to be displayed upon a cathode ray tube. In this 
regard, there are many applications besides the playing 
of games, where such systems would have application, 
such as a "home computer", capable of performing 
many functions within the home. For example, a com 
puter could be used to store information such as Chris 
tmas lists or telephone numbers. A further contem 
plated application of such a system would be as an edu 
cational device that could be used in schools or in the 
home to teach children or adults. In addition, such a 
system could be used in business, for recordkeeping or 
for teaching purposes. The applications for such sys 
tems are limitless and the introduction of flexibility into 
the previously game-oriented systems would permit the 
basic components of these systems to be used in a great 
number of different applications. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is therefore an object of this invention to provide a 
computer system capable of being adapted by the input 
of program data from a limited storage unit, such as a 
cartridge or cassette, to a great number of different 
applications. 

It is a further object of this invention to provide data 
by viewer input, whereby the program material dis 
played by the system's display means is changed. 

It is a further object of this invention to provide a 
computer system, wherein there is included viewer 
input means whereby the viewer's response may be 
written onto the limited storage unit, e.g. a tape cassette, 
which stores the program data including control and 
image data. 

In accordance with these and other objects, there is 
provided a computer system including a control means, 
illustratively in the form of a microprocessor, a color 
display means in the form of a color CRT, means for 
receiving a limited storage unit such as a tape cassette, 
means for reading and writing data from and to the 
storage unit, and viewer input means in the form of a 
control stick and/or keyboard whereby the viewer may 
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4. 
readily respond to the images displayed upon the dis 
play means, making entries to the system through the 
viewer input means, whereby the images displayed are 
controlled thereby in accordance with a program of 
data stored upon the limited storage unit and/or for 
writing data via the input means upon the storage unit. 
More specifically, the computing system further in 

cludes a memory in the form of a random-access mem 
ory (RAM), whereby control data, and image and audio 
data may be read out from the limited storage unit to be 
stored therein, for use in forming a variety of images to 
be displayed by the CRT, under the control of the con 
trol data program as stored upon the limited storage 
unit. In this regard, it is contemplated that the images 
are displayed in color and that various portions of the 
image may be variously colored as determined by the 
program data as stored upon the limited storage unit. 

Color or chroma data is supplied from the limited 
storage unit in terms of control data to the RAM, 
whereby the color of various portions of the displayed 
image may be changed periodically in accordance with 
the control program data as derived from the limited 
storage unit. A set or plurality of selected colors from a 
larger number thereof of which the system is capable of 
reproducing, is transferred from the storage unit to the 
RAM and then is transferred from the RAM to be 
stored in a suitable color memory in the color process 
ing circuit whereby the image then being displayed may 
be selected from that set of colors. If it is desired to 
display a different image with different colors, a new set 
of colors may be loaded into RAM 16 to be transferred 
from there to the color memory and new image data 
may also be loaded into the RAM 16, all under the 
control of the program control data. 

Further, the image formed is formed in a first or text 
mode of operation, of a plurality of "characters' that 
are assembled in accordance with the control data. In 
this fashion, the limited storage unit can provide the 
basic data in the form of a set or library of characters to 
the RAM, which are selectively read out and applied 
through a color processing circuit to the color CRT 
whereby a variety of color images may be displayed 
from a limited amount of data. In particular, indirect 
addresses are provided from a timing system and ap 
plied to a first portion of the RAM. During display, the 
indirect addresses are read out and applied to a timing 
circuit, whereby data indicative of the vertical line 
position of the CRT are applied thereto, to provide new 
addresses, which are used to read out from a second 
portion of the RAM a series of characters in terms of 
dot patterns, to control the display of images upon the 
color CRT. Thus, a limited number of characters may 
be assembled to form a variety of images. 

In a second or paint mode of operation, the timing 
system provides first and second direct addresses to the 
RAM, whereby image data including color pointers 
identifying the color to be painted upon the display 
screen of the color CRT, is determined. In an illustra 
tive embodiment of this invention, the second address is 
formed by shifting within the timing system the binary 
data of the first address to form the second address and 
applying same to the RAM to read out additional image 
data to be combined with the first readout of data from 
the RAM, to obtain a complete set of color pointers or 
addresses to read out the selected color from a color 
memory. 

In a further aspect of this invention, the viewer may 
write in data to the computing system to be appropri 
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ately interpreted by the control data and to be stored in 
the RAM, then to be transferred from the RAM via the 
read and write means to the limited storage unit. In this 
way, a library of information, such as a Christmas ad 
dress list or personal business records, may be stored 
upon the storage unit to be used at a subsequent time. As 
a further modification of this aspect, the input device 
may form a keyboard having an overlay especially co 
ordinated with the program data derived from the se 
lected limited storage unit, e.g. the interpretation of the 
input from the keyboard is dependent upon the particu 
lar program data. 

In a further aspect of this invention, a set of software 
programs is stored into a ROM associated with the 
microprocessor whereby various operations of the com 
puting system are controlled thereby. For example, a 
program is developed for unloading the program data 
from the limited storage unit into the RAM and for 
initiating the execution of the program data. In this 
regard, it is contemplated that control data in the nature 
of utility subroutines, e.g. tape loading and searching, 
audio synthesis, keyboard scanning and computation by 
the computing system, also may be stored in the ROM, 
to be selectively read out therefrom; thereafter, these 
stored subroutines are used in accordance with the con 
trol data of that particular program. In this fashion, the 
control data stored upon the limited storage medium 
may be minimized, in that a set of the control data com 
mon to a number of programs is stored in the ROM. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

These and other objects and advantages of the pres 
ent invention will become more apparent by referring 
to the following detailed description and accompanying 
drawings, in which: 
FIG. 1 is an overall schematic diagram in block form 

of the computer system of this invention; 
FIG. 2 is an illustration of the makeup of a displayed 

image as composed by the computer system of FIG. 1; 
FIGS. 3A-3J 3A to 3H and 3.J and 4A-4E vari 

ously show the timing signals as developed by a timing 
system as shown in FIG. 1, for timing the transfer of 
various data within the system of FIG. 1; 
FIGS. 5A to 5C, and FIGS. 6A, B, C, D and E and 

FIGS. 7A and 7B, respectively show the color proces 
sor of FIG. 1 in the form of a functional block diagram, 
and a schematic of the detailed circuit elements thereof, 
whereas FIGS. 5B and 5C show, respectively, the con 
figuration of a character, and the display of information 
upon a CRT. 
FIGS. 8 and 9A, B and Care, respectively, schematic 

drawings of the symbol generator as shown in FIG. 1, 
in the form of a functional block diagram and in the 
form of a detailed circuit schematic; 
FIGS. 10 and 11 show schematic drawings of the 

keyboard and the control stick and its associated cir 
cuitry, in the form of a functional block diagram and in 
the form of a detailed circuit schematic, respectively; 
FIGS. 12 and 14 are functional block diagrams of the 

cassette interface circuit as shown in FIG. 1; 
FIGS. 13A, B and C 15, 16, 17 and 18 are detailed 

schematic drawings of the cassette interface circuit as 
generally shown in FIGS. 12 and 14; 
FIGS. 19 and 20 are, respectively, a graphical show 

ing of the electrical signals as developed in the circuits 
of FIGS. 17 and 18; 

FIGS. 21 and 22A and B, 23, 24, 25 and 26 are sche 
matic drawings of the audio circuit of FIG. 1, in the 
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6 
form of a functional block diagram, and of detailed 
schematic drawings, respectively; 
FIGS. 27A and 27B, and 28A and 28B and 29, are 

schematic drawings of the timing system as shown in 
FIG. 1, in the form of a functional block diagram and in 
the form of detailed schematic circuit drawings, respec 
tively; and 
FIGS. 30 and 31A, B and Care, respectively, a func 

tional block diagram and a detailed schematic drawing 
of the random-access memory (RAM) and its associated 
interface circuitry, as more generally shown in FIG. 1. 

DETALED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

In the following, the computer system 10 will first be 
described in a general fashion as to its components and 
operation, with respect to FIG. 1. Thereafter, an illus 
trative number of applications for this computing sys 
tem 10 will be provided in terms of the games, educa 
tional programs and personal programs that may be 
adapted for this system. Thereafter, each of the compo 
nents or component systems making up the computing 
system 10 will be first described in terms of a functional 
block diagram, which will be related to a detailed cir 
cuit diagram thereof. As shown in FIG. 1, the computer 
system 10 includes a microprocessor (uP) 12 and an 
associated ROM 14, wherein a variety of programs may 
be stored to assist in the control of the data to be dis 
played. Illustratively, the ROM 14 may receive pro 
grams related to the loading of data (program 
"LOAD'), the energization of the system 10 (program 
"POWER ON”), the formation of images (program 
"ARTWORK") and routines for performing various 
computing functions (program "ARITHMETIC"). 

General Description of the Components of the 
Computing System 10 

With regard to the drawings and in particular to FIG. 
1, there is shown the computer system in accordance 
with the teachings of this invention, capable of receiv 
ing data from a limited storage unit 29, illustratively 
taking the form of a tape cassette that is coupled to an 
interface circuit 28 (see FIGS. 12 and 13 for details 
thereof) for reading and writing data to and from the 
storage unit 29; further, the interface circuit directs data 
to and from the computer system 10 and in particular to 
a memory 16 in the form of a random-access memory 
(RAM). As will be explained in detail later, the data 
stored upon the limited storage unit 29 defines the type 
of program to be processed by the computer system 10 
and may illustratively comprise any of a large variety of 
programs including games, educational presentations 
including viewer feedback, storage of information such 
as Christmas address lists or telephone numbers, etc. 
More specifically, the data stored upon the storage unit 
29 controls in part the operation of the system 10 and 
further includes data as to the composition and color of 
images to be displayed by the system's display means in 
the form of a color CRT 34. Further, the data as stored 
by the unit 29 includes data for controlling at least parts 
of the control processes or steps carried out by the 
computer system 10. 
The control and in particular the timing of the com 

puter system 10 is determined by the timing system 18, 
which generally controls the transfer of information 
between various of the components of the computer 
system 10 as shown in FIG. 1, and in particular provides 
addresses via a multi-port RAM address bus 24 to the 



Re. 31,736 
7 

RAM 16, whereby selected portions of the RAM 16 are 
addressed, to read out data therefrom or to store data 
therein from a bi-directional input/output (I/O) data 
bus 22 that interconnects the operating components of 
the computer system 10. As will become clear from 
further explanation, the computer system 10 is a multi 
plexed system wherein the transfer of data and the sub 
sequent control operations are effected in a timed se 
quence, with each such data transfer or control step 
occurring in a sequenced time slot. In particular, the 
timing system 18 controls the multiplex timing in accor 
dance with the display of images upon the CRT 34 at a 
horizontal rate set at 15,720 horizontal lines per second, 
and a vertical rate of 60 Hz. In particular, the transfer of 
data, as seen in FIGS. 3 and 4, between the various 
components of the computer system 10 occurs in the 
vertical and horizontal blanking periods imposed upon 
the CRT 34. 

Further, the timing system 18 controls the transfer of 
data indicative of the image from the RAM 16 to a color 
processor 32, whereby a series of dots is displayed, with 
corresponding color or chroma information, upon the 
CRT 34 to provide a color image thereon. As seen in 
FIG. 1, timing information in the form of clock trains 
indicative of the horizontal lines, and vertical dots and 
characters as displayed upon the CRT 34, are applied 
via a timing bus 26 to the components of the computer 
system 10, to energize tristate drivers associated with 
each of the components, whereby data upon the I/O 
data bus 22 commonly connected to these components, 
is selectively applied to one of the components of the 
computer system 10, at its multiplexed, timed slot. 
As shown in FIG. 1, the color processor 32 receives 

image data in a dot-by-dot fashion, as read out from 
selected portions of the RAM 16 to be sequentially 
displayed as the cathode ray beam is scanned in a verti 
cal and horizontal raster pattern by the CRT 34. Fur 
ther, as will be explained in detail later, the color pro 
cessor 32 stores a plurality of color or chroma data 
signals, from which the various portions of the dis 
played image may be variously colored. Thus, at the 
time of display, a selected color is imposed by the color 
processor system 32 onto a particular dot as it is then 
being displayed. Further, the set of colors as stored 
within a color memory of the color processor 32 may be 
selectively changed from time to time so that the next, 
subsequently displayed image may be formed of a dif 
ferent set of colors. In this regard, the color data is first 
programmed and stored in the storage unit 29, and is 
subsequently read out therefrom and stored in the RAM 
16 so that the color of the images displayed by the CRT 
34 may be changed subsequently and a new set of colors 
selected from a relatively large library of possible col 
ors. In particular, the color processor 32 includes a 
color memory (to be described) capable of storing a 
finite number of colors, e.g. eight, from which the col 
ors for a given frame or colored image may be chosen. 
However, the system is capable of reproducing a larger 
library of colors, for example sixty-four colors, and the 
programmer selects eight of the possible sixty-four col 
ors to color the various areas of a particular image or 
frame of video information, by programming the stor 
age unit to color the frame with the eight designated 
colors. In this regard, it is understood that the program 
mer may select further sets of colors from which subse 
quent frames or images of video information may be 
colored. 
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Special characters or symbols are applied selectively 

to and displayed by the CRT 34 in connection with 
games or various other presentations that may be dis 
played upon the system 10. In particular, in a war-type 
game, an image of a tank could be programmed into one 
of a plurality of the symbol generators 20 so that upon 
command, that image could be read out and applied via 
the color processor 32 to be displayed by the CRT 34. 
Further, a cursor symbol in the form of an arrow could 
be stored in another section of the symbol generators 20 
and read out at appropriate times. Viewer input or reac 
tion to the data displayed upon the CRT 34 is transmit 
ted into the system 10 via the keyboard and/or stick 
control 30. Illustratively, two or more control or joy 
sticks are provided with the computer system 10 and are 
capable of viewer manipulation. In addition, a keyboard 
in the form of a matrix of conductors which may be 
selectively depressed is provided, over which an over 
lay designating various functions in terms of control of 
the system or of data input, may be disposed over the 
matrix of conductors. It will be apparent that the over 
lay is dependent upon the program derived from the 
storage unit 29 and that various control functions as 
well as data input may be effected by the same key 
board, dependent upon the response made thereto by 
the control data as dnetered into the RAM 16 from the 
storage unit 29. 

Further, an audio circuit 58 is provided, whereby 
various audio signals, including voice and special ef 
fects, may be applied to a speaker 59 in coordination 
with the image displayed by the CRT 34. For example, 
in the presentation of an educational program, there 
typically would be a series of images displayed upon the 
CRT 34 presenting educational material in conjunction 
with a voice track explaining same. In other instances, 
especially where a game is involved, special effects in 
conjunction with the game are made; for example, if a 
war game were programmed by the storage unit 29, 
special effect generators within the audio circuits 58 are 
programmed to generate corresponding sounds, e.g. the 
sound of exploding munitions. 
The computer system 10 is under the control of a 

control processing unit in the form of the microproces 
sor 12, as manufactured by the assignee of this invention 
under its designation PPS-8 and further described in its 
publication entitled, "Microcomputers', Document No. 
19480N40, March 1975, to receive instructions from its 
associated memory in the form of the read-only mem 
ory (ROM) 14 or the RAM 16, to perform various 
logical and mathematical operations and to act as a 
central control unit for the entire system 10. As shown 
in FIG. 1, the microprocessor 12 is connected via a 
microprocessor address bus 40 and a microprocessor 
instruction/data bus 42 to the ROM 14, which is a 
2048x8 bit dynamic ROM having a capability of stor 
ing 16,000 bits. In an illustrative embodiment of this 
invention, the ROM 14 may be that ROM as manufac 
tured by the assignee of this invention under their desig 
nation A52XX. Further, the RAM 16 may in one pre 
ferred embodiment of this invention take the form of a 
RAM as manufactured by Texas Instruments Corpora 
tion under their designation TMS-4050, or that RAM as 
manufactured by the assignee of this invention and de 
scribed in a publication entitled, "4096X 1 Bit Dynamic 
Random-Access Memory". The microprocessor 12 
performs mathematical and logical operations on eight 
bits of data in its accumulator, sending out control sig 
nals via the RAM 16 to the color processor 32 and also 
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to the audio circuit 58. In addition, the microprocessor 
12 scans or activates the keyboard and/or control stick 
30 to interpret viewer input and based upon its control 
operation, sends appropriate signals in eight-bit bytes to 
the RAM 16 via the address interface 36 and the data 
interface 38. It is contemplated that in alternative em 
bodiments of this invention, the microprocessor 12 
could communicate directly with the components of 
this system without being transferred via the RAM 16. 
As will become clear from the discussion below, the 

timing circuit 18 generates vertical and horizontal count 
signals indicative of the position along the horizontal 
line being scanned upon the CRT 34, as well as the 
vertical position of the CRT scan, and uses such counts 
as addresses to access various portions of the RAM 16. 
In particular, the horizontal count signals are applied 
via the timing bus 26 from the timing system 18 to a 
horizontal input/output circuit 54 which acts as an 
interface between the timing circuit 18 and the RAM 16 
to address data to be applied vai the memory data bus 22 
to the cassette interface circuit 28, the symbol generator 
20 and the color processor 32, typically during the hori 
zontal retrace period. In somewhat similar fashion, the 
vertical count signals are provided by the timing circuit 
18 via the vertical input/output circuit 56 via the RAM 
address bus 24 to the RAM 16, whereby the address of 
data within the RAM 16 corresponding to data to be 
transferred to the keyboard and/or control stick, the 
symbol generators 20 and the color processor 32 is 
effected, typically during the vertical retrace period. 
Further, as seen in FIG. 1, a raster preset signal identify 
ing the number of raster lines M (as will be explained), 
as developed by the color processor 32, is applied via 
the bus 57 to the timing system 18. 
General Description of the Operation of the Computing 

System 10 
The computing system 10 as generally illustrated in 

FIG. 1 displays, as a part of its operations, an image 
upon the CRT 34 by scanning the CRT in a rather 
conventional horizontal and vertical fashion. The tim 
ing system 18 provides timing signals along the timing 
bus 26 to the components of the system 10 in a locked 
fashion, whereby each component is enabled to transmit 
data via the input/output data bus 22 at a selected inter 
val or time slot within a recurring time framework 
synchronized to the raster scanning of the color CRT 
34. Generally, image data signals in the form of data are 
read out from the RAM 16 and transferred to the color 
processor system 32 during those time portions of the 
horizontal scan of the CRT 34. During the horizontal 
and vertical retrace intervals, data is transferred be 
tween the RAM 16 and the various other components 
of the system 10. It is understood that during the entire 
time period of operation, time slots in the locked system 
are provided for transmitting signals from the micro 
processor 12 via the RAM 16 to the various compo 
nents of the system 10 under its control. 
An understanding of the locked timing operation will 

become more evident in view of a description of the 
manner in which images are formed upon the display 
screen of the CRT 34, with respect to FIG. 2. As will 
become clear from a further description, the color pro 
cessor 32 may be operated in a first or text mode, or in 
a second or paint mode. In the text mode, images are 
displayed upon the display screen of the CRT 34 in 
terms of a plurality of characters, marked as shown in 
FIG. 2 by the letter "C", an entire image of characters 
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10 
being formed by N text lines of characters, each row of 
characters having 32 characters therein, In an illustra 
tive embodiment, N may equal 16. As seen in FIG. 2, 
each character is composed of an array or matrix of 
dots, six dots wide by M raster lines high. It is under 
stood that the number of raster lines M within a given 
character C, and thus the number of text lines N within 
a given image, may be varied dependent upon the data 
to be displayed. For example, if the amount of data and 
thus the detail of the image is to be increased, the num 
ber of raster lines M per character C is decreased, thus 
increasing the number of text lines N, with the number 
of horizontal lines being kept a constant, e.g. about 192 
scan lines. As will be explained generally with respect 
to FIG. 1, a given program, as is stored upon the cas 
sette storage unit 29, contains a plurality or library of 
characters or symbols C, from which a plurality of 
images may be formed. In the process of displaying a 
given image, the characters are selected from the li 
brary and are arranged in rows and columns as shown in 
FIG. 2 to form the desired image. Generally, this select 
ing process is performed by using a set of indirect ad 
dresses that are read from the RAM 16 and applied via 
the I/O data bus 22 to the color processor 32, whereat 
data as to the vertical position of the then current posi 
tion of the electron beam scan of the CRT, is added to 
the indirect address. The indirect address identifies a 
particular character of the library of characters from 
which the image is to be displayed and when modified 
with data according to the vertical position, is reapplied 
via the timing system 18 and the RAM address bus 24 to 
the RAM 16 to read out a pattern of dot signals to be 
stored in the color processor 32. The pattern of data 
signals according to the selected characters is applied to 
the CRT 34, whereby as its beam is scanned across its 
face, it is modulated to produce a corresponding series 
of dots of the image in consecutive order across a hori 
zontal line of the CRT scan. As shown in FIG. 2, each 
character "C" and as illustrated, character C31 indicat 
ing the first character in the third row, includes, as does 
each character, a pattern of dots formed of M raster 
lines, for example 12, each line having six dots. With 
such a format, the entire image is formed of N times M 
lines, for example 192, each line having 192 dots therein. 
In particular, by scanning the first line of the image as 
shown in FIG. 2, the first six dots are determined by 
character C11, the next six dots of the first line are 
determined by the dots of character C12, and so forth, 
the last six dots being determined by the characters C1, 
32. In this fashion, the 192 X (MX N) dots are deter 
mined in accordance with the selected pattern of char 
acters C. In an illustrated embodiment of this invention, 
the CRT 34 is scanned at a rate of 15,720 lines/second, 
with a vertical rate of 60 Hz, with a dot size of approxi 
mately 252 nanoseconds. 

In the second or paint mode of operation, the image is 
made up of square arrays, as shown in FIG. 5B, each 
array comprised of three squares. Each square is com 
prised illustratively of a dot matrix, illustratively two 
dots wide and three raster lines high. In this mode of 
operation, the tinning system 18 provides direct ad 
dresses to the RAM 16 during first and second look-ups 
to provide data in the form of three color pointers, one 
for each of the three squares or dot patterns of the 
square array as seen in FIG. 5B. Each color pointer 
identifies the color for which its square is to be colored 
and in effect provides an address within the color mem 
ory of the color processor 32 from which that color 
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may be addressed and read out, to be applied to the 
color CRT 34. 
The operation of the computing system 10 as shown 

in FIG. 1 will become clearer as an explanation of the 
timing signal diagrams of FIGS. 3 and 4 is given. The 
timing system 18 includes a master clock for providing 
a master clock signal as shown in FIG. 3A, at a rate of 
3.961.44 MHz, from which the various other timing 
signals of the system 10 are developed, as will be ex 
plained in greater detail with respect to FIGS. 27A and 
27B. From the master signal, horizontal and vertical 
control signals are developed by the timing system 18 
and are applied via the color processor 32 to control the 
scan of the CRT 34. Within the timing system 18, there 
is a character counter synced with the master clock for 
providing six clock signals, as seen in FIG. 3F, which 
are used to variously address the RAM 16, as will be 
explained, and also to time the various operations of the 
system 10. The train of pulses of FIG. 3F1 defines the 
time slots for the display of a series of characters as 
illustrated in FIG. 2. As seen in FIG. 3F, there are 32 
characters, beginning with character 1 and proceeding 
through character 32. In FIG. 3G, there is indicated a 
first dot pattern of six dots (corresponding to the first 
character), whereas at time slot 32, the last dot pattern 
or character is indicated. As FIG. 3F illustrates, there 
are ten additional time slots, i.e. 32 to 41, provided 
during the horizontal retrace period, as indicated by the 
blank signal going high, as illustrated in FIG. 3G. Dur 
ing the horizontal blanking period, the timed lock sys 
tem provides for the transfer of data between selected 
components of the system 10. Since, as shown in FIG. 1, 
the components are tied to a common I/O data bus 22, 
the components must be selectively connected thereto 
in a timed, locked manner. 

Reference is made to FIG. 3H, where the time slots 
for data transfer are specifically shown. In particular, 
the designation "CHAR" that occurs during the hori 
zontal scan of the CRT 34, indicates that the RAM 16 is 
being addressed via the RAM address bus 24 to read out 
data corresponding to one of the characters C, whereby 
that data is transferred via the I/O data bus 22 to the 
color processor 32. Subsequently, a second look-up of 
the RAM 16 occurs, whereby the indirect address first 
provided during the CHAR period, is processed by the 
color processor 32, to be applied via the timing bus 26, 
the timing system 18 and the RAM address bus 24 to 
address a second portion of the RAM 16 to read out a 
pattern of dots, during the "DOT' time period. As 
shown in FIG. 3H, between successive sets of "CHAR' 
or first look-up, the "DOT" or second look-up, a time 
slot PPS is provided, during which address signals from 
the microprocessor 12 are transmitted to ROM 14 and 
RAM 16 to address data therein. 
During the horizontal retrace period when no images 

are being displayed upon the CRT 34, the dot patterns 
of special characters as may be desired to be displayed 
upon the CRT 34, are transferred from the symbol 
generator 20 via the data bus 52 to the color processor 
32, wherein they are stored for use at selected points in 
the scan of the CRT34, whereby various special images 
may be displayed. For example, in the display of a war 
game, it may be desired to provide an image of a tank. 
In another instance, it may be desired to provide a cur 
sor or arrow symbol in the display. As illustrated in 
FIG. 3H, there are eight different time slots, beginning 
with SGO DOTS through SG7 DOTS, during which 
up to eight sets of dot patterns corresponding to eight 
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different special characters may be transferred to the 
color processor 32. Further, at regular periodic inter 
vals during the horizontal trace, time slots PPS are 
provided for transferring of control signals from the 
microprocessor 12 via the RAM 16 to various of the 
components of the system 10. Further, time slots "tape 
data in” and "tape data out' are provided for transfer 
ring data as read from the tape storage unit 29 to be 
stored in the RAM 16, and for writing tape via the 
cassette interface circuit 28 onto the tape storage unit 
29, respectively. Thus, the viewer can respond selec 
tively to the image displayed by the CRT 34, to write 
desired data via the keyboard 30 onto the tape storage 
unit 29. Further, there is provided by VER SCAN IAO 
slot, during which data as input by the viewer is trans 
ferred via the stick control 30 into the RAM 16. After 
the horizontal blanking period, the first look-ups occur 
during the CHAR and DOT time slots to display the 
first six dots of the first character of the next line. 

Thus, the time slots as shown in FIG. 3H define the 
periods in which the corresponding components of the 
system 10 are addressed via timing bus 26 to permit the 
transfer of data via bus 22. As will be explained in detail 
later, each of the components of the system 10 includes 
a tri-state driver and decoder unit, whereby during its 
specified clock time slot, its tri-state driver is enabled, 
whereby the particular component is connected to the 
I/O data bus 22 to permit the transfer of data. For exam 
ple, during the tape-data-in period, the tri-state driver 
associated with the cassette interface circuit 28 is en 
abled, thereby to actively connect the circuit 28 with 
the data bus 22. 
A selected tri-state driver is energized in accordance 

with an address as applied via the timing bus 26 to each 
of the components. In particular, the timing system 18 
includes a character counter providing a series of six 
trains of pulses via the timing bus 26 to decoders of each 
of the system's components. The decoders are, in effect, 
counters whose logic has been set to provide an en 
abling signal at its specified time slot, to enable its asso 
ciated tri-state drivers. Thus, it can be seen that the 
trains of pulses as shown in FIG. 3F are applied via the 
bus 26 to each of the components to selectively enable 
the decoder of a selected component to enable its tri 
state driver during one of the time slots, as shown in 
FIG. 3H. Though similar, the actual transfer of data is 
shown in FIG.3J, whereby after a component's tri-state 
driver is enabled, the data is transferred via the data bus 
22. As a comparison of FIGS. 3J and 3H reveals, the 
timing or address signals first are applied and in the 
subsequent time slot, the transfer of data occurs. 
The timing system 18 also includes a vertical counter 

for providing, as shown in FIG. 4A, nine trains of pulses 
VC1 to VC9, which are applied via the timing bus 26 as 
address or timing signals to various of the components 
of the system 10, to enable that component's tri-state 
driver to connect it to the I/O data bus 22. As shown in 
FIG. 2 and FIG. 4C, after the 192-to-(MXN) scans of 
the CRT, the image ceases to be displayed, and after a 
period of approximately ten vertical counts, a vertical 
blanking signal is applied to the CRT 34, as indicated in 
FIG. 4B. From the 192-count to the 0-count, as seen in 
FIG. 4C, data is transferred selectively between the 
components of the system 10. As seen in FIGS. 4C and 
4D, between the 192nd and 200th count of the vertical 
counter of the timing system 18, data is transferred from 
the keyboard 30 and to the RAM 16; during the period 
from count 200 to count 208, data is transferred from 
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the analog-to-digital converters associated with the 
stick control 30 and written into the RAM 16. During 
the next three periods, 208 to 216, 216 to 224 and 224 to 
232, horizontal, vertical and color data corresponding 
to the special symbols to be generated by the symbol 
generator 20, are transferred from the RAM 16 to buff 
ers or memories within the symbol generator 20 and the 
color processor 32. In the next timing period between 
vertical counts 232 and 240, signals indicative of the 
colors assigned to the characters C as shown in FIG. 2, 
are transferred to a memory within the color processor 
32 and form a palette of colors from which the charac 
ters C may be selectively colored, depending upon the 
image to be displayed. In the period between counts 240 
and 248, interface control data is transferred between 
the interface device and the RAM 16. In the next period 
between counts 248 and 256, audio data is transferred 
between the RAM 16 and the audio circuit 58, whereby 
an appropriate audio message may be reproduced by the 
speaker 59. In FIG. 4D, there is indicated the various 
addresses within the RAM 16 from which data is read 
or written selectively, as indicated by the read/write 
signal as shown in FIG, 4E. 

In a sequence of operation of the system as shown in 
FIG. 1, a cassette-type storage unit 29 is inserted within 
a suitable drive mechanism and the data thereon are 
controllably read out by the interface circuit 28. Ini 
tially, the microprocessor 12 executes a POWER ON 
program, stored within the ROM 14, whereby the sys 
tem 10 is energized and thereafter executes a LOAD 
program whereby data of a particular program stored 
upon the storage unit 29 are loaded into selected por 
tions of the RAM 16. This program data as derived 
from the unit 29 indicates images to be displayed upon 
the CRT 34 in terms of the configuration and color of 
the characters 'C' making up an image, the audio mes 
sage corresponding to the displayed image, PPS lan 
guage programs and control signals for calling on se 
lected programs as stored within the ROM 14. If the 
particular program involves calculations and arithmetic 
programs to perform the calculations may be brought 
out of the ROM 14 to be available to provide a series of 
calculations, typically in response to various entries 
made via the keyboard 30. The exceptionally wide 
range of uses of the computing system 10 will become 
apparent in the following description of various samples 
of the programs that may be recorded upon a tape cas 
sette 29. 
The content of the programs is virtually unlimited 

and has application in the home, business and in schools. 
For example, a tape storage unit or cassette 29 may be 
programmed with an educational program where the 
user, for example a child, gets a brief audio-visual lesson 
to teach the recognition of the letter "B" and its sound 
in various words. Audio via the speaker 59 demon 
strates how to pronounce the 'B' sound, and then in 
structs the viewer to use the control stick 30 whereby a 
cursor or pointer symbol as generated by one of the 
symbol generators 20 is displayed via the color proces 
sor 32 upon the CRT 34. With the control stick 30, the 
child selects a series of color pictures, those objects 
with the “B” sound. Upon receipt of the child's re 
sponse via the keyboard 30, a voice is programmed to 
congratulate him and applause is heard in the back 
ground, while the "B' character takes a bow. The voice 
as programmed and reproduced via the speaker 59 tells 
the viewer to move to the next sequence of the interac 
tive learning exercises. Further, audio-visual instruction 
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can range in sophistication from such a simple applica 
tion to complex adult education, e.g. bridge bidding. 
Logical predetermined responses can be assessed from 
the tape cassette 29 after each instruction by the micro 
processor 12 or series instructions by the user, either to 
one novel situation after another, or to various, prede 
termined alternate responses. 
Though the computing system 10 obviously has a 

wide range of complex programmed functions, the sys 
tem 10 can be utilized to interact with the viewer in 
playing games. In one program termed "PAINTBOX", 
a paintbox of colors is displayed upon the CRT 34, 
whereby the viewer, via the keyboard 30, may select 
one or more of the displayed colors and draw pictures 
on the video screen with the selected colors. The pic 
tures can be stored for later reference upon the tape 
storage unit 29, or the pictures can be erased at the push 
of one of the buttons of the keyboard 30. Prerecorded 
background music of synthetic sound to accompany or 
respond to motions of the electronic "brush' also is 
available. In such an application, the keyboard 30 is 
adapted by placing a thin, transparent overlay over the 
keyboard 30 to identify its various switch points in 
accordance with the paintbox tape presentation. A se 
ries of buttons as indicated by the overlay, designates 
the color of the line to be drawn. Another button is 
programmed to move the line up or down upon the 
screen of the CRT 34, while a third button moves the 
line down or reverses its direction. Color mixing is done 
by visual reference to the displayed "paint buckets', 
disposed typically at the bottom of the CRT screen. 
The buckets or squares relate to specific keys or points 
on the overlay for the keyboard 30, which are activated 
by depressing whereby electronically mixing and blend 
ing the various shades of the colors is performed in 
accordance with the viewer's command. Still another 
button as identified by the overlay is provided whereby 
the color of the entire picture may be changed. Such a 
system illustrates the ease in which a set of colors may 
be loaded into the RAM 16 and subsequently into a 
color memory of the color processor 32; the stored set 
of colors may be changed readily by depressing the 
keyboard. As indicated above, a particular picture as 
"painted" may be transferred via the RAM 16 and the 
cassette interface circuit 28 onto the tape unit 29. 

In another application, a tape cassette 29 may be 
programmed to play a version of "Concentration", 
wherein the object for the viewer is to visualize a ran 
dom pattern of colored squares displayed upon the 
CRT34, and to recall the pattern seconds later after the 
pattern has been removed. In one embodiment, 96 
brightly-colored flags are arranged in rows across the 
screen of the CRT 34, some of which match and some 
of which do not. When the game begins, two players, 
each operating with his own control stick 30, are given 
a discrete time period, e.g. 10 seconds, to spot and mem 
orize the positions of as many of the matches of the 
colored flags as they can. Thereafter, the screen of the 
CRT 34 goes blank, except for several rows of sil 
louettes. Thereafter, first one player and then the other 
moves a cursor or special symbol as derived from the 
symbol generator 20 via his control stick 30. Once a 
player identifies a potential match, he presses a button 
upon the keyboard 30. If the player identifies correctly 
such a match, he is given an opportunity to identify 
another match. If unable, the other player is given an 
opportunity to identify matches, with each player ob 
taining a score indicative of the number of matches 



Re. 31,736 
15 

obtained and the scores of each player are displayed 
upon the CRT 34. 

It is apparent that the computing system 10 can be 
readily adapted to play such commonly-known games 
as tennis, paddleball or hockey, as well as to be adapted 
to play more complex games, including contract bridge 
or chess. For example, a tape storage unit 29 may be 
programmed to simulate the descent of an imaginary 
spacecraft under the control of the viewer as he manip 
ulates a control stick 30. In the course of the game, the 
viewer must keep the spacecraft on-course as it de 
scends to the surface of the moon, while maintaining the 
correct rate of descent, the weight and quantity of fuel 
on board, and the directional thrust of four imaginary 
(but functional) retrorockets. The computing system is 
programmed to solve many problems involving the 
physics and mathematics of such a descent. For exam 
ple, when the emission starts, the imaginary vehicle is at 
a predetermined altitude and the system begins to calcu 
late the vehicle's rate of descent, based on its weight, 
ever-diminishing fuel supply, rocket thrust and lunar 
gravity. The responses by the viewer/pilot are trans 
formed into a series of complex equations for changing 
the previously-stored values, whereby a series of read 
outs corresponding to these parameters is displayed 
upon the CRT 34. The viewer/pilot starts his landing 
by depressing a key on the keyboard 30 and guides the 
imaginary landing vehicle by one of the control sticks 
30 to keep a movable spot of light within a cross-hair in 
the center of the screen of the CRT 34. Straying off 
course, for example, results in wasted fuel, delayed 
landing time, and either an ultimate crash (because the 
craft ran out of fuel) or an actual "abort' of the mission. 
The imaginary retrorockets are fired by pressing a fur 
ther button on the keyboard 30. In the course of the 
game, even if the ship is kept on-course, there is the risk 
of descending so rapidly that the vehicle is damaged on 
impact, which also would be indicated upon the screen 
of the CRT 34. The various equations for determining 
the motion and descent of the vehicle are programmed 
upon the tape storage unit 29, along with control data to 
execute the arithmetic program whereby the required 
calculations in response to the viewer/pilot input 
through the keyboard and stick control 30 are imple 
mented. In this regard, the computing system 10 is able 
to carry out these calculations with extreme accuracy, 
even to fourteen decimal places, and also to provide 
audio responses and warning sounds during the course 
of the game. 

Further, a tape cassette may be programmed to per 
form library functions to maintain and update invento 
ries, records or financial transactions, personal history 
files, mailing lists and merchandise catalogues, for ex 
ample. Typically in such a library-type program, the 
tape storage unit 29 instructs an appropriate readout of 
data from the cassette via the cassette interface circuit 
28, and RAM 16, to be displayed upon the screen of the 
CRT 34. The user views the format displayed upon the 
CRT 34 and operates the keyboard 30 to enter the data 
or information he wants to store, at a point indicated by 
a square of light which he moves from left to right upon 
the CRT 34. As indicated above, an overlay may be 
disposed over the keyboard 30 whereby a variety of 
symbols, including numbers, letters, graphic symbols, 
formulae notation may be entered. In a storage retrieval 
mode, the computing system of FIG. 1 instructs a read 
out from the tape storage unit 29 of a large block of 
data, e.g. as many as 300 pages or 9,600 typewritten 
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lines, can be stored into the RAM 16 for each tape 
storage unit 29 that would be utilized. Typically, there 
would be 32 lines/page of stored information and when 
the list exceeds a page, the display upon the screen of 
the CRT 34 would begin to "scroll', the topmost lines 
disappearing off the top of the screen of the CRT 34. 
For recalling and updating the stored data, the viewer 
can set up tables of contents and address a selected line 
of the stored program by moving the cursor under the 
control of the stick 30 and depressing a special button. 
To erase and edit words or entire lines, a backspace key 
of the keyboard 30 is depressed and the new informa 
tion is typed in. For coding into any of four individual 
colors, the cursor symbol, as generated by one of the 
symbol generators 20, is moved by the viewer with his 
control stick 30 to the desired line and another key is 
depressed. It is apparent that thousands of items may be 
listed and the resultant tape storage unit 29 upon which 
they are stored may be readily transported to distant 
locations. 

In a further application, a tape storage unit 29 may be 
programmed in a prompt-and-calculate mode to present 
a diet plan to the viewer. A first image or page of the 
programmed unit 29 appears upon the CRT 34, having 
blank portions in the display for receiving vital statistics 
such as height, weight, circumference of wrist, age and 
level of activity. The viewer fills in the blanks with the 
appropriate numbers via the keyboard 30, at which time 
the next image appears. The second image displays, 
based upon the previous inputs, the amount of daily 
caloric intake he should require to maintain his current 
body weight, and the user then enters his desired or 
"ideal' weight and selects a diet program from a num 
ber of indicated alternative exercises and daily caloric 
reductions. Upon viewer command, the computing 
system then calculates the total amount of time required 
with the selected caloric reduction and exercise. If the 
viewer is not satisfied, i.e. it is taking too long to achieve 
the desired weight reduction, the viewer may go back 
and erase and re-enter new figures into the program. 
After the second image or page has been completed, a 
third page is presented with a color-coded graph show 
ing how much the viewer can expect to lose by the 
specified time, as well as what his weight will be at any 
given week during the required period. In such a pro 
gram, the basic equation or algorithm for computing the 
length of time required to reduce a given weight depen 
dent upon the input of the viewer, is entered into the 
system 10 via the interface circuit 28 from the tape 
storage unit 29. The various mathematical calculations 
to perform the operations indicated by the equation 
draw upon the arithmetic subroutines stored in the 
ROM 14. 

In the following, a more detailed description will be 
given of the components of the computing system 
shown in FIG. 10. 

COLOR PROCESSOR 32 

The color processor 32 as shown generally in FIG. 1 
has an input from the timing system 18 via the timing 
bus 26 and is further coupled to the input/output data 
bus 22 whereby data is transferred between the color 
processor 32 and the RAM 16. Generally, the color 
processor 32 stores a particular set or palate of colors, 
from which a particular incremental area is colored. As 
will be explained, the colors as originally transferred 
from the tape unit 29 to the RAM 16, are addressed 
selectively in the RAM 16 by addresses developed by 
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the timing system 18, and/or the color processor 32 to 
be described below. 
As indicated above, the color processor is operative 

in the first or text mode, or in the second or paint mode. 
Referring now to FIG. 5A, there is shown a schematic 
block diagram of the color processor 32 in which the 
I/O data bus 22 delivers color command signals to be 
variously stored in a TEXT mode color address con 
troller 81 or in an art hardware circuit 79. As will be 
explained in detail later, corresponding address signals 
are selectively read out and applied via the color 
pointer bus 78 to the color memory 62, to derive a 
selected color signal. As seen in FIG. 5A, the color 
memory 62 is divided into a text memory 62B having 
eight addressable locations for storing eight colors, 
from which the image is formed in either the text or 
paint mode, and a second or symbol memory 62a, into 
which eight colors may similarly be stored. As will be 
described, the address or color pointer signals are ap 
plied via the color pointer bus 78 and the A or B select 
address circuit 65 to the color memory 62, to address 
one of the eight locations within either memory 62A or 
62B to read out its corresponding color signal. In an 
illustrative embodiment of this invention, each of the 
eight memory locations has room to store eight bits, 
two bits for each of the primary colors, red (R1, R0), 
green (G1, G0) and blue (B1 and B0), and two spares. 

In the second or paint mode, a set of color pointers is 
transferred from the RAM 16 via the input/output data 
bus 22 to be stored within the art hardware circuit 79. 
As indicated above, the images are formed upon the 
screen of the CRT 34 in the paint mode by deriving a set 
of color pointers corresponding to each square or dot 
pattern of the square array as shown in FIG. 5B. In 
particular, the art hardware 79 derives three color 
pointers corresponding to the right square, the middle 
square and the left square, each color pointer being 
comprised of three bits. It is understood that a series of 
the square arrays as shown in FIG. 5B are assembled 
horizontally across the face of the screen of the color 
CRT 34 to form a text line of for example 96 such 
squares and that a plurality of such text lines for exam 
ple 64 is formed down the screen of the color CRT 34 
to display a color image. First and second RAM ad 
dresses are developed by the timing system 18 to be 
applied via the RAM address bus 24 to the RAM 16 to 
read out during the first and second look-ups, the first 
and second groups of color pointers to provide the 
three color pointers, one for each square of the square 
array as seen in FIG.SB. In particular, during the first 
look-up, the following set of color pointers is trans 
ferred to a memory or latch 66 of the art hardware 
circuit 79; the color pointers take the following form: 

MSB PPS Word LSB 

8 7 6 5 4. 3 2 1 
list look-up c2 c1 co b2 b O a2 ai a) 

right dot pair middle dot pair left dot pair 

The bit c2, designated with an asterisk, of the right dot 
or square pointer is not derived during the first look-up, 
but instead is derived during the second look-up of the 
pointers within the RAM 16, and is combined with the 
remaining eight bits (c1 to ao) as indicated above to 
form the complete three pointers for each of the squares 
of the square array as shown in FIG.S.B. In particular, 
the bits ad, a1, and a2 are derived during the first look 
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up to provide a pointer for the left dot pair or square, 
the bits b0, b1 and b2 are derived during the first look 
up to provide the pointer for the middle dot pair or 
square, and only the bits co and c1 are derived during 
the first look-up to derive a portion of the pointer for 
the right dot pair or square as shown in FIG. 5B. As 
will be explained in some detail later with respect to 
FIGS. 27A and 27B, the RAM address for the first 
look-up in the paint mode, is comprised of the following 
fourteen bits: 

Page Word 

Ad- (P6 P5 P4P3 P2P PO w8 W5 w8 W3) w? W1 WO 
dress 
of 
1st 
look 
up 

of which those eleven bits disposed within the bracket 
form the page and word address for the RAM 16 to read 
out therefrom the above-given first look-up of data, 
while the three bits, W2, W1 and W0, are applied via 
the RAM address bus 24 to a ninth bit select latch 73 to 
determine, as will be explained, which of the eight c2 
bits as derived during the second look-up, are to be 
combined with the first eight bits obtained during the 
first look-up to obtain the complete three pointers. In 
particular, the ninth bit select latch 73 acts as a decoder 
to apply a control signal to one of eight select circuits 74 
to apply the selected ninth bit to the ninth bit latch 69. 
The art hardware circuit 79 and in particular the 

timing of the transfer of signals to and from the circuit 
79, is under the control of an art controller 80, into 
which the timing signals in the form of the dot clock as 
applied via conduit 26C of the timing bus 26, a text 
mode disable signal and the output of the character 
counters as applied via conduit 26C from the timing 
system 18. The art controller 80 provides a first strobe 
that is applied to the first latch 66 and to the ninth bit 
latch 69, to be described, thus enabling the latches 66 
and 69 to receive color pointers during the first and 
second look-ups, respectively. The additional ninth bit 
c2 of the right dot pointer is required to identify the 
color for the third square, and during the subsequent or 
second look-up, the following color pointer bits are 
obtained: 

2nd look-up c28 c27 c26 c25 c23 C22 c21 

The color pointer bits c2 are then loaded into the ninth 
bit latch 69, and are transferred to a third color block 
driver 72 to complete the three sets of color pointers. In 
order to appropriately display a color associated with 
the square of a square array, the art controller 80 strobes 
the first, second and third drivers 68, 70 and 72, as well 
as the one-of-eight select circuit 74, whereby the color 
pointers corresponding to the left, middle and right dot 
pairs are transferred via a color pointer bus 78 and the 
select address circuit 65 to address the color memory 
62. As indicated above, the color pointers C21 to C28 
provide the ninth bit for eight first look-ups, the bit C21 
being that ninth bit for the first of the first look-ups, and 
the bit C28 being the ninth bit for the eighth, first look 
up. As will be explained in detail later with respect to 
FIGS. 27A and 27B, the RAM address of the second 
look-up is formed by the timing system 18 as follows: 



Re. 31,736 
19 

Address of 2nd look-up 0 000 0 1 P3 P2P1 P0 W6 
W5 W4W3 

By comparing the RAM address of the second look-up 
and that of the first look-up, it is seen that the second 
look-up is formed by merely shifting the bits of the first 
look-up to the right and using the selected bits P3, P2, 
P1, P0, W6, W5, W4 and W3 to address a second por 
tion of the RAM 16. 

In the first or text mode, the color processor 32 may 
operate either in a LOAD NEW COLOR POINTERS 
process whereby new color pointers are loaded into a 
color pointer latch 82 of the text mode color address 
controller 81, or in a PAINT DOT process to address 
the previously-loaded color pointers therein, whereby 
the selected color pointers are read out via enabled 
drivers 84, the color pointer bus 78 and the select ad 
dress circuit 65 to address selected color signals within 
the text memory 62B. 
The timing signals for enabling the selective actuation 

of the controller 81 and the hardware circuit 79 take the 
form of the dot clock, as shown specifically in FIG. 3A, 
the text mode signal, the output signals CC1 to CC6 of 
the character counter of the timing system 18, as shown 
in FIG.3F, the output signals VCi to VC9 of the verti. ' 
cal counters of the timing system 18 as shown in FIG. 
4A, and other signals as will be described. The conduit 
for delivering these signals from the timing system 18 is 
shown generally in FIG. 1 as a timing bus 26 intercon 
necting the timing system 18 and the color processor 32; 
in FIG. 5A, these conduits will be more specifically 
identified. In either the PAINT DOT process or 
LOAD NEW COLOR POINTERS process, a display 
strobe is applied to the select address circuit 65 to en 
able the color pointer bus 78 to address the color mem- 3. 
ory 62. 
The loading of color data and in particular the color 

signals into the color memory 62 from the RAM 16 is 
accomplished via the I/O data bus 22 into the memory 
62 during the vertical scan I/O time slot as shown in '0 
FIG. 3H. In particular, the output of the vertical 
counter is applied via the timing bus 26A to the A or B 
select address circuit 65, as enabled by a load strobe 
applied thereto, to selectively address those locations 
within the memory 62 to receive the corresponding 45 
color signals applied thereto via bus 22. In this regard, 
the output of the vertical counter also is applied to the 
RAM 16 as an address signal to address those selected 
portions within RAM 16 to read out therefrom the 
color signals to be loaded into the memory 62. 50 

In either the PAINT DOTS PROCESS or the 
LOAD NEW COLOR POINTERS process of the text 
mode, a RAM address signal developed by the timing 
system 18 is applied to the RAM 16. An indirect address 
is read out in response thereto from a first portion of the 55 
RAM 16, as shown in FIG. 1, during the CHAR time 
slot as shown in FIG. 4J, and is re-applied to the timing 
system 18. The bits of the RAM output forming the 
indirect address appears as follows: 
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1st look-up R1, a6, as, ad, a3, a2, a1, a0 

The timing system 18, as will be explained in detail 
later, adds to the result of the first look-up a binary 
signal indicative of the text line of the characters being 65 
displayed (see FIG. 2), which provides a RAM address 
identifying a second portion of the RAM 16, to be read 
out during the second look-up as identified by the time 

20 
slot DOT as seen in FIG. 4.J. If it is desired to paint dots, 
i.e. the PAINT DOTS PROCESS, the bits of a second 
address are read out as follows: 

2nd look-up R2R3 d6, d5, d3, d2, d1 

The above data of the second look-up are applied to 
latch controller 90, of the text mode color address con 
troller 81, which initially reviews the R3 control bit to 
determine whether the color processor 32 is to be oper 
ated in the PAINT DOT process or LOAD NEW 
COLOR POINTERS process. In particular, the sixth 
and seventh control bits of the second look-up desig 
nated R2 and R3 and, the seventh bit of the first look 
up, i.e. R1, are used as control bits, and all three of these 
control bits are applied via the conduit 91 to the latch 
controller 90. The latch controller 90 acts as a logic 
circuit to interpret the instructions as provided by the 
control bits R1, R2 and R3. The controller 81 further 
includes a latch and parallel to serial convertor 88 that 
acts as a foreground/background decoder whereby the 
color pointers of these portions of the displayed image, 
as shown generally in 5C, may be identified. In FIG. 
5C, there is shown a character 'A' which is colored 
with a foreground color against a particular back 
ground color surrounded by an edge of a still different 
color. 

Generally, if the controller 90 detects a zero R3 con 
trol bit, the latch controller 90 will then operate the text 
color address controller 81 in the PAINT DOTS pro 
cess in the following fashion. The latch controller 90 
actuates the converter 88 to strobe in and store the 
above d6 to d1 given results of the second look-up. In 
turn, the latch controller 90 strobes out in serial fashion 
at the rate of the dot clock DCLK the previously 
entered bits to be applied via an exclusive OR gate 86 to 
the latch controller 90. The latch controller 90 receives 
the data of the second look-up derived from the latch 88 
and acts as a decoder for energizing selectively one of 
the foreground or background drivers 84, thereby to 
apply the corresponding color pointers that have been 
stored previously into the latch color pointer 82, via 
color pointer bus 78 and the select address circuit 65 to 
address and to read out from the addressed location of 
the text memory 62b, the selected color signals. In par 
ticular, the bits d1 to d6 as read out from the latch 88 
through the exclusive OR gate serve as control signals 
to the latch controller 90, whereby upon receipt of a 
"l' bit, a latch enable signal is generated by the control 
ler 90 and applied via conduit 95B to enable the fore 
ground driver, whereas in response to a "0" bit, an 
enable signal is generated by the controller 90 and ap 
plied via the latch94A to enable the background driver. 
In this manner, the previously-stored color pointers of 
the foreground and background are read out through 
selectively actuated drivers and applied to the color 
pointer bus 78. 

In the text mode, the color pointers for each of the 
background, edge and foreground portions of the image 
as shown in FIG. 5C are formed of but two designated 
bits, shown as follows: 

Pointers Color Memory 
Edge Background Foreground Address 
e eO b bO f f0. 

- 7 

O ----- - O 6 
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-continued 
Pointers Color Memory 

Edge Background Foreground Address 
- - - --- O 5 

-- m - r- O 0 4. 

- m 1 1 r - 3 

- l 0 - - 2. 

O O 1. m - 

0 0 O 0. - 0. 

As indicated above, the foreground pointer is partially 
formed of those two bits f) and f as indicated, and the 
third bit f2 (not shown above) is selected as a "1". Thus, 
the color pointer for the foreground could illustratively 
be 111 to address that color signal within that location 
of the text color memory 62b. Similarly, the back 
ground color pointers b0 and b1 are combined with a 
preselected bit b2 of "0' to address those locations 
within the text color memory 62b, while the edge bits e1 
and eo are combined with a bit e2 which is either a "0" 
or a '1' in order to be the same as e1. In this manner, a 
limited amount of data permits each of the edge, back 
ground and foreground portions of the image as shown 
in FIG. 5C to be colored with any one of four colors. 
As indicated in FIG. 5A, the latch controller 90 also 

reviews the R1 and R2 control bits and in its PAINT 
DOT process, where the R3 bit is 0, the controller 90 is 
armed upon reciept of the first look-up signals wherein 
there is a "1" R1 signal, and upon receipt of a subse 
quent signal wherein R2 is "1" and R1 is a "1", the latch 
controller 90 applies the DOT invert signal as a "1" to 
EXCLUSIVE OR86, which inverts the data (d6 to d1) 
being shifted from latch 88. When either R1 or R2 is a 
"0", the DOT invert signal is a "0" and the data shifting 
from latch 88 is not inverted by the EXCLUSIVE OR 
86. The output of EXCLUSIVE OR 86 selectively 
enables the foreground driver if a "1" or the back 
ground driver of a "0". R1 and R2 can thereby be used 
to reverse the background and foreground portions of 
an image being displayed using the PAINT DOT pro 
CSS, 

In the LOAD NEW COLOR POINTERS process, 
the control bits from the first and second look-ups are 
also applied to the latching controller 90, and if the 
control bit R3 is a "1", the latch controller 90 operates 
the text mode color address controller 81 in the LOAD 
NEW COLOR POINTERS process as follows. In par 
ticular, the controller 90 causes the six least significant 
bits of the second look-up reproduced as follows, to be 
loaded into the color pointer latch 82: 

six least significant bits 

background 
1 ft) 

foreground 
ele) 
edge 

As seen above, the two least significant bits f1 and fo 
of the second look-up identify a portion of the fore 
ground color pointer, whereas the next two bits b1 and 
b0 define a portion of the background color pointer, and 
the 5th and 6th significant bits e1 and eo) identify a por 
tion of the color printers for the edge portion. The third 
bits f2, b2 and e2 of these pointers are preselected in the 
manner indicated bove. These aforementioned bits are 
first applied to and stored in the latch 82, to be trans 
ferred to the color pointer bus 78 by the drivers 84 in 
accordance with the strobe signals developed by the 
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latch controller 90. In the LOAD NEW COLOR 
POINTERS process, the latch controller 90 responds 
to the following sets of conditions. If the control bits 
R1, R2, R3, as derived during the first and second look 
ups are "0", "0" and "1", respectively, the latch con 
troller 90 stores the new bits (e1, e(), b1, b0, f1, fo) into 
the latch 82 and permits the shifting of zeros into latch 
dots 88, applies the zeros via the non-inverted, EX 
CLUSIVE OR gate 86, and paints then with the new 
background color pointers b1 and b2, as by strobing via 
conduit 95a the background drivers 84. As a result, the 
background color pointers stored in latch 82 are applied 
by the actuated background driver of the drivers 84 to 
the memory 62. 

If the control bits R1, R2 and R3 are, respectively, 
"1", "O' and "1', the latch controller 90 stores the new 
bits into the latch 82 and energizes the foreground 
driver of the drivers 84 to apply the foreground corre 
sponding fl, fo pointers to the text memory 62B. In 
similar fashion, if the control bits R1, R2 and R3 are 
respectively "0", "1" and "1", the latch controller 90 
first stores the new bits into the latch 82 and energizes 
the edge driver of the drivers 84 as via conduit 95C, to 
apply the new edge color pointers e1, eo via the color 
pointer bus 78 to the text memory 62B. In a still further 
operation, if the latch control bits R1, R2 and R3 are 
respectively "1", "1" and "1", the controller 90, after 
loading the new bits, then is enabled to modify the 
existing set of color pointers, the controller 90 acts to 
toggle the least significant bit of the foreground and 
background pointers within the register 82 and further 
applies the actual six-bit code of dots, i.e. dé-d1, via the 
drivers 84, the bus 78 and the select address circuit 65 to 
the text memory 62B. 
As indicated above with respect to the description of 

FIG. 1, there is provided symbol generators 20 that 
permit the display of special characters such as a cursor 
for particularly identifying a designated point of the 
CRT display. In order to selectively apply colors to the 
symbol portion of the CRT display, a set of tri-state 
generator drivers 76 permit the timed transfer of color 
pointers corresponding to that symbol via the color 
pointer bus 78 and an enabled selected address circuit 65 
to the symbol memory 62A of the color memory 62, 
whereby the desired color is addressed and is read out 
via the latch 64 to be applied to the interface circuit 33. 
The symbol memory portion 62A stores in selected 
portions thereof the library or palette of colors to be 
applied to color the displayed symbol. 
An alternate mechanization of the preferred embodi 

ment of the text mode described above incorporates a 
larger text color memory, for example sixteen words of 
8-bit length, which is addressed by a color pointer de 
veloped from the first and second look-up control bits 
R1, R2R3 in addition to the first look-up data bits d1 
d6. In this mechanization, there is only one process, the 
PAINT DOT process, whereby the data d1-d6 are 
always gated into latch 88. The INVERT DOT signal is 
always false precluding the inverting of data by EX 
CLUSIVE OR gate 86. A color printer is formed from 
the bits R1, R2, R3, di, where di refers to the six data 
bits d1-d6 as they are successively shifted from the latch 
88. This 4-bit color pointer is applied to an expanded 
4-bit color pointer bus 78 connected to a similarly 
expanded select address circuit 65 which in turn is used 
to address the expanded text color memory 62B, 
With reference now to FIGS. 6A to 6D, there is 

shown a detailed schematic circuit of the color process 
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as shown diagrammatically in FIG. SA. With respect to 
FIGS. 6A, B and C, data is transferred via bus 22 to load 
the color memory 62 comprised of two tri-state nem 
ory devices, to the symbol generator drivers 76 (see 
FIG. 6D) comprised of tri-state drivers and the art 
controller 80 (see FIG. 6B) also comprised of tri-state 
drivers. Data is also transferred to the color memory 62 
comprised of separate memory units and connected to 
the A or B select address circuit 65 (see FIG. 60), and 
to the latch 66 (see FIG, 6D). Further, the specific 
circuitry of the latch controller 90 is illustrated in FIG. 
6E. The latch controller 90 is shown as being coupled to 
receive data via the bus 22 for controlling the drivers 
84, as explained above. In addition, the drivers 72, 70 
and 68 (see FIG. 6E) are connected to the pointer bus 
78 for conveying data to the color memory 62. Further, 
the one-of-eight select circuit 74 is likewise coupled to 
the bus 78. As shown in detail in FIG. 6C, the latch 66 
is connected to receive data from the I/O data bus 22 
and is coupled to the drivers 72, 70 and 68. 

VIDEO INTERFACE CIRCUIT 33 

In FIG. 7A, there is shown a schematic block dia 
gram of the video interface circuit 33 generally shown 
in FIG. 1 as interconnecting the output of the color 
processor 32 to a color CRT 34, and in FIG, 7B, there 
is shown a detailed circuit diagram thereof. With refer 
ence to FIG. 7A, the output of the latch 64 of the color 
processor 32 as shown in FIG, 5A, comprises two sig 
mals R0 and R1 indicative of red, two signals G1 and G0 
indicative of green, and two signals B0 and B1 indica 
tive of blue. These color signals are applied via buffer 
amplifiers 96A to 96E, and enabled gates 97A to 97F to 
digital-to-analog (D/A) converters 98A, 98B and 98C, 
with the red signals being applied to the D/A converter 
98A, the green signals being applied to the D/A con 
verter 98B, and the blue signals being applied to the 
D/A converter 98C. The gates 97 are disabled by a 
blanking signal as derived from a level shifter 102. As 
generally shown in FIG. 7A, vertical and horizontal 
blanking information is derived from the timing system 
18, whereby the corresponding red, green and blue 
signals are disconnected from the color CRT 34. The 
D/A converters 98 convert the inputted, digital color 
signals to analog signals which are applied via a corre 
sponding cathode driver or amplifier 100 to a cathode 
of the electron gun of the color CRT 34, i.e. the output 
of the red cathode driver 100A is applied to the cathode 
of the red electron gun. The level shifter 102 also pro 
vides appropriate horizontal and vertical blanking sig 
mals to the drivers 100A, 100B and 100C thereby to 
disable the output during the horizontal and vertical 
blanking of the color CRT 34. As also shown, the audio 
bus is connected via an audio power amplifier 106 to the 
speaker 59, FIG. 7B shows the detailed circuitry of the 
elements generally shown in FIG. 7. In particular, the 
detailed circuitry of the cathode drivers 100 is set out, 
and similarly the details of the level shifter circuit 102 
responsive to the horizontal and vertical timing infor 
mation are shown. 

SYMBOL GENERATOR 

In FIGS. 8 and 9A, B and C, there is shown, respec 
tively, a schematic diagram and a detailed circuit dia 
gram of the symbol generators 20, generally shown in 
FIG. 1. Referring to FIG. 8, data in the form of the dot 
patterns to be used for each of eight different symbols, 
is conveyed from the RAM 16 by the I/O data bus 22 to 
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a gate 124. As will be explained, the enabled gate 124 
applies via conduit 125 the dot patterns corresponding 
to eight symbols, into corresponding memories in the 
form of serial registers 120. In particular, the gate 124 
either gates the dot pattern from the I/O data bus 22 or 
applies an all-zero word if a dot pattern does not appear 
on this particular horizontal line. The dot patterns are 
applied to serial registers 120A and 120H, and loaded 
into selected registers 120, under control of a one-of 
eight decoder 122, to which the outputs of the character 
counters of the timing system 18 are applied, those 
outputs being illustrated in FIG, 3F. Enable signals, 
derived as will be explained in detail later, are applied 
via conduit 119 to enable the gate 124 to apply the dot 
patterns to the conduit 125 during selected time slots 
within the horizontal retrace interval, identified in FIG. 
3H by the notations “SG 1 DOTS' to “SG - DOTS". 
The enable signals are developed at specific vertical line 
counts corresponding to that vertical position at which 
the corresponding dot patterns of a character are to 
appear in the image as displayed upon the screen of the 
color cathode ray tube 34. Manifestations indicative of 
the initial vertical position at which the dot patterns are 
to be displayed for each of the serial registers 120A to 
120H are stored in a vertical position memory 110 and 
upon occurrence of a vertical count corresponding to 
the stored position, an enable signal is developed and 
applied via conduit 119 to the gate 124. The character 
counter outputs CC1-3 are applied as control or address 
signals via a conduit 117 to the one-of-eight decoder 122 
to selectively enable in a sequential manner the serial 
registers 120A to 120H to receive and to store the dot 
patterns applied to the bus 125. 
The dot patterns are configured to display a particu 

lar symbol, illustratively stored in RAM 16, dependent 
upon the presentation stored upon the storage unit 29, 
For example, in a war game presentation, it is desired to 
store in one of the serial registers 120 an image of a tank 
or perhaps some other war artifact. Such symbols may 
be read out from the storage unit 29 and initially stored 
in the RAM 16, as shown in FIG. 1, and upon command 
are transferred from the RAM 16 via the I/O data bus 
22 and the gate 124 to the serial register(s) 120 as se 
lected by the one-of-eight decoder 122. 

Further, the manifestation of the initial vertical posi 
tions of each of the eight symbols to be stored within 
the registers 120, is stored within the vertical position 
memory 110. In particular, the manifestations are ap 
plied via the I/O data bus 22 to the memory 110, which 
is comprised of eight word memories, one for each 
vertical position manifestation so stored. The address 
ing of the entry of the vertical position manifestations 
into the eight word memories of the memory 110 is 
under control of the output signals VC1-3 of the verti 
cal counter as applied to an address select circuit 111, 
which is set by the write signal to respond to the verti 
cal count signals. The vertical position memory 110 is 
so addressed to receive the vertical position signals 
during the vertical scan input/output time slot of each 
horizontal retrace period, as shown in FIG, 3H, within 
the time slots 216 to 224 of the vertical retrace as shown 
in FIG. 4C. In this regard, it is understood that the 
output of the vertical counts VC1-3 also is applied to 
address the RAM 16 to read out the vertical position 
manifestation and to apply same via the IAO data bus 22 
to the memory 110. 
As shown in FIG. 8, the vertical position manifesta 

tions as stored in the memory 110 are compared, in 
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effect, with the output of the vertical counters VC1-8 
by an eight-bit adder 112, which illustratively is divided 
into four-bit adder storage 112A and a four-bit adder 
stage 112B, with a carry signal being applied from the 
stage 112A from which the four least significant bits are 
derived, to the stage 112B from which the four most 
significant bits are obtained. The adder stage 112B 
addes, generally, the vertical position manifestation to 
the current vertical output VC1-8 derived from the 
vertical counter, to derive an enabling signal applied via 
an inverter, an OR gate 121 and the conduit 119 to the 
gate 124. In particular, in order to read data from the 
memory 110, the read signal is applied to the address 
select circuit 11, which in response thereto uses the 
output of the character counter CC1-3 to address a 
selected one of the eight memory locations within the 
memory 110 to read out the corresponding vertical 
position manifestation and to apply same to each of the 
stages 112A and 112B. The adder 112 is a 256 Modulo 
Adder, and upon achieving a sum of 240-255, i.e. the 
vertical position manifestation plus the output of the 
vertical counters VC1-8, its four most significant out 
puts from the stage 112B are rendered all 1's, whereby 
an enable signal is applied via the conduit 119 to enable 
the gate 124. At the same time, the four least significant 
bits, as derived from the stage 112A, are applied via the 
conduit 113 of the timing bus 26 to the RAM 16, and in 
conjunction with the outputs of the character counter 
CC1-3 form an address to the RAM 16, whereby the dot 
patterns are read out and applied via the data bus 22, the 
enable gate 124 and the conduit 125 to the serial regis 
ters 120. In addition, as explained above, the same out 
puts of the character counter CC1-3 are applied to the 
one-of-eight decoder 122 to select the serial register 120 
in which to load the dot pattern. 

In addition, the initial horizontal position within a 
selected line at which the symbol is to be developed, is 
stored in a similar fashion into a plurality of modulo 252 
counters 118; there being eight modulo 252 counters, 
118A to 118H, one for each seria register 120A to 120H. 
In particular, during the vertical retrace, signals indica 
tive of the initial horizontal positions in the form of 
count signals, are applied via the I/O data data bus 22, 
the enabled gate 124 and the conduit 125 to selected of 
the modulo 252 counters. In particular, a PADEP sig 
nal, as shown in FIG. 3C, is applied via the OR gate 121 
and conduit 119 to enable the gate 124, to apply count 
signals as derived from the RAM 16 via the I/O data 
bus 22, enabled gate 124 and conduit 125 to one of the 
modulo counters 118A, selected in accordance with the 
output of a one-of-eight decoder 116. As shown in FIG. 
8, the output of the vertical counter VC1-3 is applied 
via conduit 121 to address the one-of-eight decoder 116 
to selectively enable one of the modulo counters 118A 
to 118H, to receive and store therein its count signal 
indicative of the initial horizontal position at which the 
dot pattern according to a selected symbol is to be gen 
erated. In this regard, it is noted that the output of the 
vertical counter VC1-3 also is applied to the RAM 16 to 
address a selected portion therein from which the hori 
Zontal count signals are derived and applied via the I/O 
data bus 22, the enabled gate 124 nd the conduit 126 to 
a selected one of the modulo 252 counters 118A to 
118H. The timing of the enable signal is under the con 
trol of the PADEP signal, as shown in FIG. 3C, which 
enables the gate 124 during the vertical retrace period 
and in particular during the vertical scan I/O time slot 
within the horizontal retrace as shown in FIG. 3H. 

O 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

65 

26 
In operation during the display of an image upon the 

color CRT 34, the dot clock, as shown in FIG, 3A, is 
applied via conduit 129 to increment each of the mod 
ulo 252 counters 118A to 118H, the dot clock providing 
an output corresponding to the timing of the scan of the 
CRT electron beam across each dot or incremental 
portion of the horizontal line. As each modulo 252 
counter 118 counts up, it will eventually reach its reset 
count, e.g. 251, at which time it generates a set signal to 
be applied to its corresponding flip-flop of a plurality of 
flip-flops 117A to 117H, one for each of the modulo 
counters 118 and serial registers 120. The set signal sets 
the corresponding flip-flop 117 to generate a shift initi 
ate signal to be applied to its corresponding serial regis 
ter 120 whereby the previously-entered dot pattern, i.e. 
8 dots, is serially read out under the control of the dot 
clock, and applied via the conduit 127 to an 8 to 3 prior 
ity encode circuit 126. The encode circuit 126 gives 
priority to those registers 120 whose subfixes are in the 
beginning portion of the alphabet, with highest priority 
given to the output of serial register 120A. It is under 
stood that the conduit 127 is made up of eight separate 
inputs to the encode circuit 126 and that the encode 
circuit 126 generates, in response to the output of each 
serial register 120, a color pointer to be applied via 
color point bus 78 to the generator color memory 62A 
to address a specific location therein to read out its 
corresponding color signals. 

In addition, in the presence of an output as derived 
from the encode circuit 126, i.e. dot patterns as derived 
from one of the symbol generators 20, the application of 
color pointers in either the text or paint modes of opera 
tion is suppressed. 

Referring now to FIGS. 9A, B and C there is shown 
a detailed circuit diagram of the symbol generators 20 as 
schematically shown in FIG.8. As indicated above, the 
I/O data bus 22 loads data in terms of the DOT pat 
terns, and the initial vertical positions via the gate 124 
into the shift registers 120. As indicated in FIG.9A, the 
gate 124 comprises a plurality of NAND gates selec 
tively interconnected. In addition, the output of the 
vertical counters is supplied via a one of eight decoder 
122 to time the loading of the dot patterns into the shift 
registers 120. The output of the shift registers 120 is 
read out by actuating signals derived from the modulo 
252 counters 118 and supplied to a decoder 126. Fur 
ther, the details of the modulo 252 counters are shown 
in FIGS. 9A, B and C and are actuated to receive 
counts from the I/O data bus 22 by actuating signals 
derived from the one-of-eight decoder 116, which in 
turn receives timing signals from the output of the verti 
cal counter via conduit 121. 

KEYBOARD/STICK CONTROL 
In FIG. 10, there is shown the keyboard/stick control 

30 whereby viewer input as by manipulating a keyboard 
158 or a joystick 162 are put into the system. In particu 
lar, the keyboard 158 is comprised of a matrix of inter 
secting horizontal and vertical conductors over which 
is placed on overlay designating for the viewer the 
significance of the array of switches as formed by the 
points of intersection of the horizontal and vertical 
conductors. In this regard, it is understood that the 
system may be programmed to input different types of 
information dependent upon the presentation as stored 
upon the storage unit 29; for example, in an educational 
presentation such as that described above to teach 
younger children, the sounds and use of the letter "b" in 
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various words, the overlay takes the form of lettered 
keys, whereby the viewer may put various words into 
the system. In operation, each of the horizontal conduc 
tors forming the keyboard 158 is selectively energized 
by a one-of-eight decoder 156 to which are applied 
timing signals as derived from the output of the vertical 
counter, as shown in FIG. 4A. As the output of the 
vertical counter increases, the one-of-eight decoder 156 
selectively energizes the next horizontal conductor. 
Upon actuation of a particular area of the keyboard 158, 
at least one of the horizontal and vertical conductors is 
interconnected, thereby disposing the interconnected 
vertical conductor to the high potential applied to the 
horizontal conductor. Upon that occurrence, an output 
is derived upon the keyboard return (KBR) conduit, as 
shown in FIG. 10, to supply such information to a speci 
fied location in the RAM 16 via tri-state drivers 60, as 
shown in FIG. 6A, and I/O data buses 22, the location 
being specified by the vertical counters. 
The timing signals as derived from the output of the 

vertical counter also are supplied to a one-of-eight ana 
log multiplexer 150, which selectively accesses one of 
two potentiometers from one of four joysticks, only one 
of which is shown in FIG. 10. In particular, the joystick 
162 is interconnected to the movable taps 166 and 168 of 
the variable potentiometers 160 and 164, respectively. 
As illustrated in FIG. 10, a bias voltage, e.g. 5 V, is 
applied across the potentiometers 160 and 164 to 
ground, whereby a varying potential as dependent upon 
the vertical and horizontal position of the joystick 162 is 30 
applied via the tap to the multiplexer 150. The multi 
plexer 150 selectively applies these position signals to a 
comparator 152 dependent upon the timing of the verti 
cal counter. The position signals are supplied to the 
comparator 152 to be compared with a ramp output of 
a ramp generator 154. When the increasing output of 
the generator 154 equals that as derived from one of the 
potentiometers 160 or 164, the comparator 152 provides 
a latch signal, the timing of which is indicative of the 
amplitude of the potential and therefore the setting of 
either the horizontal position or vertical position of the 
joystick 162. The latch signal in turn is applied to a 
corresponding counter 153, which counts the time from 
the most recent reset pulse and applies its output to an 
AID control, which generates the reset pulse in timed 
relation with horizontal timing inputs, to be applied to 
the ramp generator 154. The counter 153 continues to 
count until the latch signal is generated, which time is 
indicative of the amplitude of the signal output from the 
Inultiplexer. The time manifestation as derived from the 
counter 153 is gated into a latching register 155 by the 
latch signal and in turn is stored within the RAM 16 at 
a location determined by the vertical counter. The tri 
state driver 157 applies the keyboard output to the I/O 
data bus 22. 

In FIG. 11, there is shown a detailed circuit diagram 
of the keyboard/stick control 30 as schematically 
shown in FIG. 10. Timing signals as provided via tim 
ing bus 26 from the output of the vertical counter are 
applied to the decoder 156 which selectively energizes 
one of eight input conductors to the keyboard 158. 
Upon actuation of one of the points of intersection be 
tween the horizontal and vertical conductors of the 
keyboard 158, an output is derived from the keyboard 
158 and applied via the keyboard return KBR conduit 
to the RAM 16. The timing signals as derived via timing 
bus 26, are also applied to the multiplexer 150 which 
selects one of the lines from one of the pairs of the 
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outputs from the joysticks. The voltages as derived 
from the potentiometers 160 and 164 of the correspond 
ing sticks are selectively multiplexed and the outputs 
are applied to the comparator 152 comprised of an oper 
ational amplifier. The other input to the comparator 152 
is derived from ramp generator 154, the details of which 
are shown in FIG. 11. The latch signal as derived from 
the comparator 152 is applied to the counter, whose 
count is indicative of the amplitude of the voltage and 
therefore the position of the joystick. 

CASSETTE INNTERFACE 28 

In FIGS, 12 and 13 A, B and C, there are shown, 
respectively, a schematic diagram and a detailed circuit 
diagram of the cassette interface 28 as shown generally 
in FIG.1. With regard to FIG. 12, timing information is 
delivered via timing bus 26 to a decoder 200. The de 
coder 200 is basically a timing control circuit responsive 
to provide latch signals at selected times during the 
horizontal blanking period of the CRT34. In particular, 
the decoder 200 provides latch signals from its outputs 
a, b, c and d, respectively, to the latches 202, 204, 206 
and 208, whereby data is selectively transferred from 
the I/O data bus 22 to the tape storage unit 29 and from 
the storage unit 29 to the IAO data bus 22. The latches 
202, 204, 206 and 208 are essentially tri-state drivers or 
latches whereby data is transferred between the input 
data bus 22 and the storage unit 29. The signals are 
derived from the outputs a, b, c and d of the decoder 
400 control the time slots as shown in FIG, 3.J corre 
sponding respectively to the TAPE CONTROL OUT 
(out of RAM), the TAPE DATA OUT (out of RAM), 
the TAPE CONTROL IN (into RAM) and the TAPE 
DATA IN (into RAM). More specifically, the decoder 
200 is responsive to the timing signals from the timing 
system 18 to set the latch 202 during the TAPE CON 
TROL OUT (out of RAM) slot whereby demands for 
controlling the driving of the tape unit are transferred 
by the tape command latch 202 to be applied to a com 
mand decoder 203, which decodes the transferred sig 
nals to control a variety of functions performed by the 
tape drive control circuit 225 upon the storage unit 29. 
As shown in FIG. 12, the storage unit 29 may take the 
form of a cassette unit having a tape driven between 
two reels thereof. There are provided two recording 
heads 228 and 230, for respectively reading and writing 
data from first and second tracks upon the tape of the 
storage unit 29. The recording heads 230 and 228 are 
associated with an interface buffer and decoder circuit 
(as will be explained in detail with respect to FIG. 14) 
associated with the input and output conduits 270, 271, 
272,273, 274 and 276, whereby data is transferred from 
the tape of the storage unit 29 and the remaining ele 
ments of the entire system as shown in FIG. 1. The 
command decoder 203 is responsive to the control com 
mands as transmitted via the I/O data bus 22 to actuate 
the tape drive control circuit 225 to perform the follow 
ing operations upon the storage unit 29: 

(A) Stop the tape; 
(b) Stop the tape and retract the recording heads 228 

and 230; 
(C) Direct the tape at a fast forward speed of 10 

inches/seconds, as opposed to the normal speed of 33 
inches/second; 
(D) Rewind the tape; 
(E) Read data fron the first track of the tape as from 

recording head 230; 
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(F) Read data from the first track and in response to 
a resync, timing signal, as will be described; 
(G) Read data from the first track as by recording 

head 230 and further to play or to read audio informa 
tion as derived from the second track as by recording 
head 228; 

(H) Resync the timing system 18; 
(I) Write digital data on the second track as by re 

cording head 228; 
(J) Read data from the second track of the tape as by 

recording head 228, to read data from the second track 
and to resync the timing system 18. 
The data recorded upon the storage medium, e.g. the 

tape of the storage unit 29, is disposed in first and sec 
ond tracks, the first track receiving a self-clocking sig 
nal, program data and block gaps, while the second 
track receives audio information and digital self-clock 
ing data. More specifically, the program data includes 
information identifying the set or library of characters 
to be displayed upon the color CRT34, as illustrated in 
FIG. 2, and the palette of colors from which these char 
acters are colored. The digital self-clocking data is that 
data evolving from data that is written via the key 
board/stick control 30. In particular, the viewer may 
type in data upon the keyboard in the form of Christmas 
lists or other data to be stored upon the second track of 
the tape of the storage unit 29. In an illustrative embodi 
ment of this invention, data is stored in a manner so that 
there are provided approximately 1600 transitions per 
inch or 800 bits per inch of data which may be typically 
recorded or read back at a taped velocity of 3 inches/- 
second. Data is recorded upon the tracks in a format 
having a postamble, an interrecord gap (IRG), a pream 
ble and an end-of-tape (EOT) signal. More specifically, 
the IRG's are approximately one inch long, while the 
EOT and preamble signals are provided by clock gaps 
larger than approximately 5 inches. The IRG's are en 
velope detected and the first '1' bit after the IRG indi 
cates the start of data. Data then is read out from, for 
example, the first track in the form of eight-bit bits with 
the least significant bit being read first. The micro 
processor 12 is responsive to the IRG and commands a 
resync signal to prepare the interface circuit 28 to read 
the next one and to be ready to receive the data flow 
from the first track of the tape of the storage unit 29. 

Referring to FIG. 12, data is transferred from the 
RAM 16 (see FIG. 1) via the I/O data bus 22 to a tape 
word in latch 204. During the TAPE DATA OUT (out 
of RAM) time slot (within the horizontal retrace per 
iod) as shown in FIG. 3J, the decoder 200 develops its 
latch signal upon its b output to enable the latch 204 to 
transfer data that is applied thereto from the input/out 
put data bus 22. As seen in FIG. 12, the eight bits of data 
are applied along corresponding lines to a parallel-to 
serial converter in the form of a shift register 212. The 
data is applied in parallel form to the shift register 212 
and is read out in serial form to be applied via a conduit 
276 and the buffer decoding circuit 226 to the second 
track of the tape of the storage unit 29 via recording 
head 228. 
As is evident from the configuration of the cassette 

interface 28, as shown in FIG. 12, data is read into and 
from the storage unit 29, requiring two clock signals. 
The first clock signal is derived from the timing system 
18 in the form of a horizontal blanking signal as applied 
to the divider's circuit 214; the clock signal derived 
from the timing system 18 is used to control the record 
ing of data onto the second track. The second clock 
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signal is used to control the reading out of data, and is 
recorded upon the tape of the storage unit 29, to be read 
out via one of the recording heads 228 or 230, the buffer 
decoding circuit 226, and applied to a multiplexer 216. 
Depending upon which mode of operation is effected, 
the multiplexer 216 utilizes one of the first and second 
clock signals to facilitate the loading or unloading of 
data from either latch 204 or 208. 
As seen in FIG. 12, the command decoder 203 de 

rives from the control data transmitted via the IAO data 
bus 22 a write signal that is applied to the select clock or 
multiplexer circuit 26, which selects a clock signal ei 
ther from the timing system 18 or that stored upon the 
storage unit 29, dependent upon whether a write or read 
signal is received, respectively. In a write mode as indi 
cated by the receipt of a signal from the decoder 203, 
the clock signal as derived from the timing system 18 is 
applied to a divider 214 which provides at its output a 
clock signal that is applied to the parallel-to-serial con 
verter 212 and also to the multiplexer 216. In response 
to the clock signal, the parallel-to-serial converter 212 
reads out serially the inputted data via a conduit 276 and 
the buffer decoding circuit 226 to the recording head 
228 to thereby record inputted data, as received, for 
example, from the keyboard/control stick 30 to the 
second track of the tape of the storage unit 29. 

In order to read out data from the tape of the storage 
unit 29, the decoder 200 applies an actuating signal from 
its output during the TAPE DATA IN (into RAM) 
time slot as shown in FIG. 3J, to the latch 208, whereby 
data received from a serial-to-parallel converter 210 is 
latched or strobed out and applied via the I/O data bus 
22 to the RAM 16, as shown in FIG. 1. As shown in 
FIG. 12, self-clocking data are derived from the first 
and second tracks of the tape storage unit 29 via record 
ing heads 230 and 228, respectively, and applied to a 
buffer decoding circuit 226, which will be explained in 
detail later with respect to FIG. 14. The self-clocking 
data from both tracks is applied selectively to the de 
coding circuit 226 which decodes the self-clocking data 
and applies a data signal to the serial-to-parallel con 
verter 210, and a clocking signal to a clock input of the 
serial-to-parallel converter 210. In an illustrative em 
bodiment of this invention, the cassette or storage unit 
29 stores on its first track the set of characters of which 
the character is formed, as well as the text string, i.e. the 
sequence and order in which the characters are to be 
applied to the color processor 32 and the color CRT34. 
In addition, the microprocessor programs determining 
the nature of the presentation, e.g. LUNAR LAND 
ING program, also are stored on the first track. The 
second track receives data from the system 10, includ 
ing inputs made via the keyboard or joystick, as well as 
other computations or calculations made by the system. 
For example, if it is desired to store data such as a Chris 
tmas card list, it would be entered via the keyboard and 
stored upon the second track of the cassette 29. 

During the TAPE CONTROL IN (into RAM) time 
slot, as shown in FIG. 3J, control data in terms of flags, 
are generated by the cassette interface 28 and applied to 
the microprocessor 12, as seen in FIG. 1, indicating that 
data has been read out and stored in the latch 208 and is 
in a state to be read out therefron. As indicated above, 
the format of the first track of the tape of the storage 
unit 29 includes the inner record gap (IRG) that indi 
cates that a block of data is to follow thereafter. The 
buffer decoding circuit 226 detects such IRG and ap 
plies a signal thereof to the conduit 272 which applies 
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the IRG signal to the control data out latch 206 and also 
to an OR gate 215 to set a flip-flop. 218. Upon the detec 
tion of the IRG as indicated, the flip-flop. 218 generates 
a signal to reset a divider circuit 220, and each of the JK 
flip-flops 221 and 222. During the data read out mode of 
operation, the clock derived from the tape is applied via 
the multiplexer 216 to the divider circuit 220, which, 
upon detection of the eighth tape clock pulse, provides 
a high pulse from its Q1 output to the clock input of the 
flip-flop. 221, causing it to toggle so that a data ready 
toggle output as derived from its Q output terminal is 
applied to the control data output latch 206, causing it 
to generate a flag that is transmitted during the TAPE 
CONTROL IN (into RAM) time slot, as shown in FIG. 
3J, to the microprocessor 12 to indicate that a new word 
of data has been stored in the data out latch 208. During 
the subsequent TAPE DATA IN (into RAM) time slot, 
the microprocessor 12 transmits control data to the 
decoder 200 whereby the data out latch 208 is strobed 
or latched to effect the readout of data therefrom, to be 
applied via the I/O data bus 22 to the RAM 16. 
The cassette interface 28 shown in functional block 

diagram form in FIG. 12, is shown more specifically 
with respect to the detailed schematic circuit of FIG. 
13. The command decoder 203 is illustrated in FIG. 13 
as comprising a plurality of interconnected AND gates 
from which command signals are derived from the latch 
202. In addition, the detailed circuitry of the decoder 
200 is shown comprised of AND gates and flip-flop 
circuits to which are applied the timing signals in the 
form of the outputs of the character counter and the dot 
clock, and CADEP signals. Further, each of the latches 
202, 204, 206 and 208 is illustrated as being connected to 
the I/O data bus 22. Further, the output of the TAPE 
WORD IN latch 204 is shown as being applied to the 
parallel-to-serial register 212, and the output of the 
serial-to-parallel converter 210 is shown as being ap 
plied to the latch 208. In addition, the logic circuitry of 
the select clock multiplexer 216 is shown for providing 
an output to the divider circuitry 220. 
The buffer decoding circuit 226, as generally shown 

in FIG. 12, will now be more specifically described 
with regard to the schematic diagram of FIG. 14. The 
first and second tracks of the storage unit 29 are read, 
respectively, by the recording heads 230 and 228, with 
the data derived therefrom applied respectively via 
preamplifiers 232 and 234 to analog switches 236 and 
238. As indicated above, the decoder 203, as shown in 
FIG. 12, applies command signals via the conduit 278 to 
each of the analog switches 236 and 238 to command 
the analog switch 236 to selectively read data from the 
first track of the tape of the storage unit 29, to read data 
from the second track thereof by analog switch 238 and 
to play or read audio information as recorded on the 
second track of the tape of the storage unit 29 by actuat 
ing the analog switch 264. 
The analog data is applied via the actuated switch 264 

to be amplified and applied by an audio de-emphasis 
amplifier 266 to an audio channel 268. The data derived 
from one of the analog switches 236 or 238, is in the 
form of flux reversals that are indicative of the recorded 
data. Thus, the succession of changes of flux are applied 
to two channels for detecting, respectively, positive or 
negative flux changes; more specifically, to detect posi 
tive flux changes, the signal is applied via the noninvert 
ing amplifier 240 to a peak detector comprised of a 
differentiator 244 and a comparator 248, which pro 
vides an output when the positive-going peak fluxes 
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exceed a particular predetermined level. In similar fash 
ion, the read-out data is applied via an inverting ampli 
fier 242, a differentiator 246 to a comparator 250 whose 
output is indicative of negative flux changes. The out 
put of both of the comparators 248 and 250 are applied 
to a decoder 252 for providing two outputs via conduits 
270 and 271, respectively, the first indicative of the data 
in binary form and the second output as a clock signal. 
These two outputs are applied as shown in FIG. 12 to 
the serial-to-parallel converter 210. 

Further, control signals may be derived from the first 
track of the tape of the storage unit 29 by applying the 
output of the preamplifier 232 to a peak detector com 
prised of a non-inverting amplifier 254 and a compara 
tor 256, whose output is indicative of positive-going 
flux changes and is applied to a gap detector 258. The 
gap detector 258 provides a first signal via conduit 272 
indicative of the inter-record gap (IRG) that occurs 
between blocks of data within the first track of the tape 
of the storage unit 29. A second output is derived from 
the gap detector 258 indicative of the end-of-tape signal 
as stored upon track 1, and is applied via data conduit 
274 to the control data out latch 206. In order to write 
data upon the second track of the tape of the storage 
unit 29, such data as derived from the tape word in latch 
204 is applied via conduit 276 to an encoder 262, while 
a clock signal as derived from the divider 214 as applied 
thereto via conduit 275. The encoder 262 encodes the 
clock and data information together to be applied in the 
form of a self-clocking data signal via a current driver 
amplifier 260 and the recording head 228 to the second 
track of the tape of the storage unit 29. Further, tape 
commands are derived from the decoder 203 and ap 
plied via conduit 278 to actuate the current driver 260 
to permit such recording. 
The detailed circuit elements of the buffer decoding 

circuit 226, schematically shown in FIG. 14, are set out 
in FIGS. 15, 16, 17 and 18. In FIG. 15, there is shown 
the detailed circuit elements of the preamplifiers 232 
and 234, respectively, amplifying the output of the sig 
nals derived from the recording heads 230 and 228. In 
addition, the output of these amplifiers is applied via 
two switches 236 and 238, respectively. The audio sig 
nal as derived from the second track of the tape of the 
storage unit 29 is derived from the recording head 228 
and applied to the preamplifier 234 via the de-emphasis 
amplifier 266 and the analog switch 264. In addition, 
clock and data signals are applied to the current driver 
260, details of which are shown in FIG. 15, to be re 
corded via the recording head 228 upon the second 
track of the tape of the storage unit 29. In FIG. 16, there 
is shown the detailed circuits of the non-inverting and 
inverting amplifiers 240 and 242 for receiving the out 
put of the analog switches 236 and 238. The amplifier 
signals in turn are peak-detected by the differentiator 
244 and the comparator 248, and the differentiator 246 
and the comparator 250 to provide output signals to the 
decoder 252. The output of the preamplifier 232 is ap 
plied to the amplifier 254 taking the form of an opera 
tional amplifier whose output in turn is applied to the 
comparator 250. The output of the comparator 250 is 
applied to the gap detector 258, details of which are 
shown in FIG, 16; the gap detector 258 detects and 
provides signals indicative of the IRG and EOT of the 
data stored on the first track of the tape of the storage 
unit 29. As indicated, a stop-in signal as derived from 
the decoder 203 in response to control data signals de 
rived via the data bus 22 and the latch tape command 
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202, is applied to the gap detector 258, as seen in FIG. 
16, 

In FIG. 17, there is shown a detailed circuit element 
schematic of the decoder 252 generally shown in FIG. 
14, and it will now be explained with regard to the 
timing diagram shown in FIG. 19. As a comparison of 
FIGS. 17 and 19 will indicate, the signals appearing at 
various points in the circuit of FIG. 17 are shown re 
spectively in the corresponding FIGS. 19A-19H. The 
output signals derived from the comparators 248 and 
250 indicative, respectively, of the positive and negative 
flux changes are applied at the inputs of the decoder 252 
and appear as signals A and B as shown respectively in 
FIGS. 19A and 19B. Signals A and B are applied re 
spectively to amplifiers 280 and 282 and subsequently to 
differentiators 281 and 283, each comprised of a capaci 
tor and a resistor as shown in FIG. 17. The output 
signals C and D of the differentiator circuits 281 and 283 
are shown respectively in FIGS. 19C and 19D, taking 
the form of positive-going pulses indicative of the 
change of flux of the input signals A and B. As seen in 
FIG. 17, the signals C and D are combined by an OR 
gate 284 to provide signal E comprising each change of 
flux and indicative of the data information as well as the 
clock signal. By observation of input signals A and B, it 
is seen that a high or one-bit signal is indicative of a 
change of flux during a given clock period and that the 
clock data is supplied by a transition at the end of each 
such period. Signal E is applied to a one-shot delay 
circuit comprised of AND gates 288 and 290 which 
provide an output signal to gate 292 whose output F is 
shown in FIG. 19F. The aforementioned one-shot delay 
responds to the negative transitions of the positive 
going pulses to provide an output pulse delayed by 
approximately ths of a clock period. The signal E and 
the signal F are applied to the clock input and to the J 
input of a JK flip-flop. 296, while an inverted F signal 
provided by the inverter 294 is applied to the K input 
thereof. The JK flip-flop. 296 provides at its Q output a 
high or '1' signal for one-half of a clock period in 
response to a transition as seen in either FIG. 19A or 
19B in the middle of the clock period. As seen in FIG. 
17, the output of the JK flip-flop. 290 is provided via a 
NOR gate 298 to provide a data out signal via conduit 
271 to the converter 210, as shown in FIG. 12. The F 
signal derived from the gate 292 is applied to a differen 
tiator 303 comprised of a capacitor and a resistor as 
shown, which are responsive to the negative transitions 
of the F signal to provide a train of clock signals as is 
applied by the conduit 270 to the converter 210. 

In FIG. 18, there is shown a detailed circuit diagram 
of the encoder 262, as generally shown in FIG. 14, for 
encoding clock data as shown in FIG. 20B and as de 
rived from the divider 214, and information data as 
shown in FIG. 20A, as derived in serial form from the 
converter 212, to provide a self-clocking data signal to 
be applied via conduit 263 and the current driver 260 to 
the recording head 228 to be recorded upon the second 
track of the tape of the storage unit 29. The signals that 
appear at various points in the circuit of the encoder 262 
and as identified by the prime letters therein, corre 
spond to the signals shown in FIGS. 20A-20F; for ex 
ample, the data signal A" and the clock signal B" are 
shown respectively in FIGS. 20A and 20B. The clock 
signal B" is applied to a pair of buffers 306 and therefron 
to a first differentiating circuit 307 comprised of a ca 
pacitor and a resistor to provide a series of spike C" 
corresponding to the positive-going edges of the clock 
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signal B", and via inverter 310 to a second differentiating 
circuit 311 comprised of a capacitor and a resistor for 
providing a series of spikes D' corresponding to the 
negative-going edges of the clock signal B". The train of 
spikes C" and D' is applied to a NOR gate 314 which 
provides an output signal E to the clock input of a JK 
flip-flop 316. The data signal A' is applied along with 
the clock signal B" to a NOR gate 308 followed by an 
inverter 312, which provides a high output if the data 
input signal A' or clock signal B' is high; otherwise, its 
output is zero. The JK flip-flop 316 changes its state 
when the clock signal B" goes high and, if the data signal 
A' is high, when the clock signal B" goes low, to pro 
vide the output F" at its Q output. The encoded data 
signal F" is applied via the current driver 260 to the 
recording head 228 whereby input data as derived from 
the keyboard/stick control 30 may be stored upon the 
second track of the tape of the storage unit 29. 

AUDIO CIRCUIT 58 

In FIG. 21, there is shown a schematic diagram of the 
audio circuit 58, generally shown in FIG. 1, for energiz 
ing a speaker 59 to emit continuing or intermittent 
sound of controlled time, harmonic and frequency. As 
seen in FIG. 1, data illustratively in the form of six, 
eight-bit words is transferred over the I/O data bus 
from the RAM 16 during the vertical retrace period 
and, in particular, between the horizontal line counts of 
248 to 253, i.e. the AUDIO time slot as shown in FIG. 
4C, to a plurality of latches 402,404, 406, 408, 410 and 
412. Timing control is provided from the timing system 
18 via the timing bus 26 to latch the aforementioned 
latches 402 during the AUDIO time slot. In particular, 
the output of the character counter as seen in FIG. 3F, 
the output for the vertical counter as seen in FIG. 4A 
and the DOT clock pulses as seen in FIG. 3B, are ap 
plied to a strobe decoder 400, which responds to the 
aforementioned inputs to selectively energize in se 
quence each of the latches 402, 404, 406, 408, 410 and 
412 to accept the aforementioned six, eight-bit words. 

In particular, a control word is transferred into the 
latch 402; this control word sets the initial frequency to 
be generated by a first wave form generator 426, in a 
manner to be explained. Control words indicative of a 
change of frequency and gain are applied from the latch 
404 to a first control circuit 416. In turn, the control 
circuit 416 provides a first ramp-up or ramp-down sig 
nal to a frequency ramp circuit 414, whereby the initial 
ly-set frequency may be increased or decreased. 

Similarly, the first control circuit 416 provides a 
ramp-up or ramp-down signal to a gain ramp circuit 
434, thereby increasing or decreasing a gain output 
signal in accordance with the control signals received 
from the first control circuit 416. The frequency ramp 
circuit 414 provides in digital form a signal indicative of 
the desired frequency to a digital-to-analog converter 
424, which in turn applies an analog frequency control 
signal to the first waveform generator 426. In an illus 
trative embodiment of this invention, the generator 426 
provides three output signals of varying harmonic con 
tent, e.g. a sinusiodal, a sawtoothed and a squarewave 
signal, one of which is selected by the switches 428a, b 
and c to be applied to a variable gain amplifier 430. The 
first gain ramp circuit 434 provides a four-bit control 
word to a digital-to-analog converter 436 to control the 
gain of the amplifier 430. Thus, the frequency and the 
gain, as well as the harmonic content of the signal de 
rived from the first wave generator 30 may be effec 
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tively controlled to provide controlled audio signals via 
an audio bus 57 to the speaker 59. 
As shown in FIG. 21, a second waveform generator 

440, whose gain frequency and harmonic content may 
be controlled in a similar fashion to that described 
above, is provided to apply a sound signal via the audio 
bus 57 to the speaker 59. The second waveform genera 
tor 440 receives a frequency control signal from a fre 
quency ramp circuit 418. Again control signal is devel 
oped by a gain ramp circuit 446 and applied via a digi 
tal-to-analog converter 448 to a variable gain amplifier 
442, whereby the volume or amplitude of the output of 
the second waveform generator 440 is controlled. In an 
illustrative embodiment of this invention, the volume of 
either of the waveform generators 426 or 428 may be 
chosen to be one of sixteen levels and may be ramped up 
(increased) or ramped down (decreased). 

Further, an eight-bit control word is applied to latch 
410 to determine the harmonic content of the output of 
the first and second waveform generators 426 and 440, 
a four-bit word for each of the aforementioned genera 
tors. Upon being actuated by the strobe decoder 440, 
the latch 410 applies its two four-bit control words to 
the function decoders 422 to selectively close the 
switches 428a, b and c, and 439a, b and c, to determine 
the harmonic content of the signals applied to the vari 
able amplifiers 430 and 442. In addition, the output of 
the generators 426 and 440 may be applied selectively to 
speaker 59 by closing one or both of the switches 432A 
and 432B. 

In similar fashion, an eight-bit control word is applied 
to the latch 412, the first four-bit control word indica 
tive of the volume of the output derived from the wave 
form generator 426, and the second four-bit word to 
determine the gain or volume of the output of the wave 
form generator 440. Upon being actuated, latch 412 
applies its two control words to set the initial gain or 
colume into the gain ramp circuits 434 and 446, respec 
tively. As explained above, the initial gain so set may be 
increased by ramping upward and decreased by ramp 
ing downward. 

In FIGS. 22A and B, 23, 24, 25 and 26, there is shown 
detailed circuit diagrams of the audio circuit 58, as 
schematically shown in FIG. 21. In FIGS. 22A and B, 
there is shown the I/O data bus 22 for conveying con 
trol words to latches 404 and 408 for the control of the 
change of volume of the generators 426 and 440 (see 
FIG. 26). In particular, the latch 404 is connected to the 
first control circuit 416 for developing a reset signal to 
ramp up or down the gain or volume of the audio signal 
as controlled by the variable gain circuit 434 (see FIG. 
24), and also, a change of frequency of the audio signal 
to ramp up or down the frequency ramp circuit 434, 
whereby the frequency of the generator 426 is con 
trolled. In similar fashion, the second control circuit 420 
provides a first output to the gain ramp circuit 446 and 
a second output to the frequency ramp circuit 418. In 
FIG. 23, control words indicative of the particular 
function or harmonic to be applied to the speaker 59, 
are provided to the latch 410 (see FIG. 23) and in partic 
ular two four-bit words are applied to the two latches 
thereof indicative, respectively, of the harmonics to be 
applied from the first waveform generator 426 and from 
the second waveform generator 440 to the speaker 59. 
As shown in FIG. 23, the varying harmonic signals as 
derived from the waveform generator 426 are applied 
selectively to the switches 428a, b and c, one of which 
is selected to be applied via a preamplifier 452 (not 
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shown in FIG. 21) and a variable gain amplifier 430 to 
the speaker 59. A further control signal is applied to a 
switch 432a whereby the first audio output may be 
applied or defeated. In similar fashion, the varying har 
monic outputs as derived from the second wave genera 
tor 440 (see FIG. 26) are applied selectively via an 
enabled one of the switches 439a, b and 3 and a prean 
plifier 450 (not seen in FIG. 21) via a second output to 
the variable gain amplifier 442 and then to the speaker 
59. The output of the second waveform generator 440 
may be defeated or applied depending upon a signal as 
applied to the switch 432b. 

In FIG. 24, there is shown the detailed circuits for 
applying control words via the I/O data bus 22 and the 
latch 412 to the gain ramp circuits 434 and 446, whereby 
the preset gain is made to ramp up or ramp down under 
the control of the control circuits 416 and 420. The 
output of the gain ramp circuits 434 and 446 are applied, 
respectively, to digital-to-analog converters 436 and 
448. The analog signals as developed by the converters 
436 and 448 are applied to control the gain of variable 
gain amplifiers 430 and 442, whereby the gains of the 
output signals derived from the wave generators 426 
and 440 are varied. In turn, the outputs of the amplifiers 
430 and 442 are applied selectively via the switch 432 to 
the speaker 59. 

In FIG. 25, the control data words as derived from 
the I/O data bus 22 are applied to latches 402 and 406 
indicative of the initial frequency to be set within the 
frequency ramp circuits 414 and 418. As seen in FIG. 
25, the outputs of the latches 402 and 406 are applied to 
the frequency ramp circuits 414 and 418, each taking the 
form of two counters for receiving count-up and count 
down signals respectively from the first and second 
control circuits 416 and 420. The outputs of the fre 
quency ramp circuits 414 and 418 are applied via addi 
tional analog converters 424 and 438 to the first and 
second waveform generators 426 and 440. 

In FIG. 26, there is shown detailed circuit drawings 
of the first waveform generator 426 responsive to the 
output of the digital-to-analog circuit 424 and for gener 
ating and applying sinusoidal, sawtoothed and square 
wave waveforms to the switches 428. In similar fashion, 
the second waveform generator 440 is responsive to the 
output of the digital-to-analog circuit 438 for generating 
sinusoidal, sawtoothed and squarewave waveforms to 
be applied to the switches 439. In addition, there is 
shown in details of the strobe decoder 400. In particular, 
the outputs VC4, VC5, VC6, VC7, VC8 and VC9 of the 
vertical counter, as shown in FIG. 4A, are applied to a 
first set of logic gates to generate from the gate 403 a 
clock signal. Further, the output of the character 
counter and in particular CC1, CC4, as shown in FIG. 
3F, as well as the clock signal BADEP as shown in 
FIG. 3E, are applied to a second set of gates to provide 
from gate 401 an enabling signal indicative that the 
fortieth character of a line of the CRT 34 has been 
scanned, thereby to apply an enabling signal, in com 
mon, to one input of eight gates from which strobe 
signals are developed to be applied to latches 402, 404, 
406, 408, 410 and 412. The clock signal is applied to 
clock a counter to provide outputs in sequence during a 
specified audio time slot, as shown in FIG. 4C, to enable 
a plurality of gates, whereby strobe signals are applied 
to the latches 402 to 412. 
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TIMING SYSTEM 18 

The timing system 18 as generally shown in FIG. 1, is 
shown in schematic block diagram form in FIGS. 27A 
and 27B and it is shown in detailed circuit form in 
FIGS. 28 and 29. With reference now to FIG. 27A, 
there is shown a master clock 532 comprising a symmet 
rical CMOS oscillator for generating a master clock 
signal of 3.961.44 MHz for providing a master clock 
signal as shown in FIG. 3A to a CMOS-to-TTL con 
verter 530. The converter output is applied to a TTL 
inverter 528 to provide a dot clock signal as seen in 
FIG. 3A that is applied to a timing conduit 26C (gener 
ally identified in FIG. 1 by the numeral 26) that is con 
nected to various of the circuits including the color 
processor 32, the symbol generators 20, etc. The output 
of the inverter 528 is applied via an inverter 526 to a 
divide-by-two circuit 524, whose Q output is applied to 
a clock input of a three-bit Johnson-type ring counter 
522. The outputs of the Johnson ring counter 522 are 
660 Kc signals corresponding to the rate of display of 
the characters as shown in FIG. 2, i.e. 32 characters for 
a horizontal scan line. As seen in FIG. 27A, the output 
of the TTL inverter 528 provides a DOT clock 
(DCLK) as shown in FIG. 3A. Further, the Qoutput of 
the divider circuit 524 provides a logic clock LCLK 
signal as shown in FIG. 3B that is conveyed by conduit 
40 to the microprocessor RAM interface circuit 36 as 
shown generally in FIG. 1. In addition, the a and b 
outputs of the three-bit ring counter 522 provide, re 
spectively, dot address enable inverted signals 
(DADEP) as shown in FIG. 3C for controlling the 
timing of the second look-up, and a character address 
enable inverted signal (CADEP) as shown in FIG. 3D 
for controlling the timing of the first look-up. The 
DADEP and CADEP signals are applied as command 
signals via conduit 48 to RAM 16. 
A first counter output as derived from its output 

terminal A is applied via an inverter 520, as seen in FIG. 
27B, to the character counter 518 illustratively taking 
the form of modulo 42 type counter. A series of outputs 
as derived from its QA to QF output terminals provide 
the character counter outputs CC1 to CC6, as shown in 
FIGS. 3F1 to 3F6. As previously explained, the charac 
ter counter outputs CC1-CC6 provide time and control 
signals to the interface circuit 28, the keyboard/stick 
control circuit 30 and to the color memory 62 within 
the color processor 32. 

Further, the output of the character counter 518, as 
seen in FIG. 27B, also is applied to a first tri-state bus 
driver 502, as seen in FIG.27A. In turn, the first tristate 
bus driver 502 applies first address signals to the RAM 
16 via the RAM address bus 24 (see also FIG. 1) com 
prised of conduits 1-12 as illustrated in FIG. 27A. The 
first address signals effect in the text mode of operation 
a first look-up or address of data within the RAM 16, 
the first look-up of information in the RAM 16 being 
used, in turn, to derive a second address for addressing 
information in a second, different portion of the RAM 
16. As described above, the data being read out during 
the second look-up of the text mode is applied to the 
color processor 32 to color a set of characters for dis 
play upon the color CRT 34. 

In the paint mode of operation, first and second direct 
addresses are developed by the timing system 18 and 
applied to the RAM 16 to provide corresponding two 
readouts of data, which when combined as explained 
above, form a complete set of pointers whereby the 
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color memory 62 of the color processor 32 may be 
addressed to read out the desired color signals. In the 
paint mode, the first address is derived from the first 
tri-state bus driver 502 and is applied via the RAM 
address 12 during the first look-up timeslots CHAR, as 
indicated in FIG. 3H. The address as derived from the 
first tri-state driver 502 is given as follows: 

Page Word 

Ad- P6 P5 PPP, P Po W6 W. W. W. W. W. Wol 
dress 
of 
st 
look 
up 

At the second look-up time slot DOT as indicated in 
FIG. 3H, the second direct address is derived from a 
fourth tri-state bus driver 505. As indicated, the input to 
the fourth tri-state bus driver 503 is connected to se 
lected of the outputs of the first tri-state bus driver 502 
to effect a shift of the data derived from the first tri-state 
bus driver 502 to provide the following second address: 

Address of 2nd look-up 00 00 0 1 
PPPPoW6WWW 

As indicated by the above-given second address, the 
intercoupling between the drivers 502 and 503 effects a 
shift to the right of the eleven least significant bits of the 
first address to provide the second address. The output 
of the fourth tri-state bus driver 503 is selectively con 
nected to the RAM address bus 24 to address the RAM 
16 obtaining the second look-up data as indicated above. 
As seen in FIG. 1, the first address to be applied to 

the RAM 16 during the first address period, indicated in 
FIG. 3H as "CHAR', is formed as indicated in FIGS. 
27A and 27B by the output of the character counter 518 
indicating thereby which character is being displayed 
upon the screen of the color CRT 34. In addition, data 
indicative of which text line of the characters, as illus 
trated in FIG. 2, is also applied from a text counter 504 
to the first bus driver. As shown in FIG. 27B, the text 
line counter 504 is incremented once for each text line 
scan of the color CRT 34. In particular, one of the 
outputs of the character counter, i.e. QF, corresponding 
to the output CC6 is applied via an inverter 516 to a 
faster counter 506 which counts the number of horizon 
tal or scan lines (see FIG. 2) that have been scanned in 
forming the characters upon the color CRT 34 and 
provides an output from its C terminal, indicating the 
occurrence of each M line of the scan corresponding to 
the M raster lines of dots that form a single character as 
illustrated in FIG. 2; the counter output is applied to a 
clock input of the counter 504 to increment the text line 
counter 504 to indicate thereby that character within 
the next text line that is to be address within the RAM 
16. 
The raster counter 506 provides a preset count indica 

tive of the M lines within a single character as applied 
via conduits 57 from a latch 505 of the color processor 
32 as seen in the detailed schematic diagram of FIG. 6A. 
The preset count equals 16-M, where M is the number 
of raster lines within a character, and is set by the pro 
grammer in determining the makeup of the image to be 
displayed. Data is derived from the storage unit 29 and 
is used in the calculations of the microprocessor 12 to 
determine the desired preset count to be read out of 
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RAM 16 during the RASTER PR/MODE time slot as 
shown in FIG. 3H, and stored within the latch 505 as 
seen in FIG. 6A. The thus stored preset count is avail 
able via conduit 57 to be continuously reloaded into the 
raster counter 506 upon its counting to its preset count. 
Thus, as explained above, the first tri-state bus driver 

502 forms a first address during the first look-up period 
"CHAR" from the output of the text line counter 504. 
The first address is applied in the text mode of operation 

5 

via the RAM address bus 24 to address a first portion of 10 
the RAM 16 to read out a character in the form of a 
pattern of dots (six dots by M lines corresponding to a 
character as illustrated in FIG. 2). This readout is used 
as an indirect address and is reapplied via the I/O data 
bus 22, as shown in FIG. 27B, to a third tri-state bus 
driver 501 that is latched by the DADEP signal as 
shown in FIG. 3E, into a second tri-state bus driver 500. 
The second tri-state driver 500, as shown in FIG. 27A, 
forms a second address to be applied during a second 
look-up period, as indicated in FIG. 3H by the notation 
"DOT", to derive from a second portion of the RAM 
16 the individual dot patterns, as shown in FIG. 2, that 
make up each character C. In particular, the second 
tri-state driver 500 receives via the enabled, third driver 
501 (see FIG, 27B) from the I/O data bus 22, seven bits 
of data from the first look-up within the RAM 16 and, 
in addition, four additional bits from the raster counter 
506 indicating which raster or scan line of 12 lines 
within a character that is currently being scanned by the 
color CRT 34. As indicated in FIG. 27A, the second 
tri-state driver 500 applies its output to the RAM ad 
dress bus 24 during the second look-up within the time 
slot "DOT" to read out data from the RAM 16 corre 
sponding to the dot pattern then to be displayed upon 
the color CRT 34. 
The second tri-state driver 500 has a first input DIS2 

to which a second look-up enable signal is applied. As 
illustrated in FIG. 27A, a disable signal is developed 
from a NAND gate 496 in response to the CC6 output 
of the character counter 518, and to the inverted DOT 
address enable signal (DADEP), whereby the second 
bus driver 500 is disabled during other time slots other 
than the slot "DOT". In similar fashion, a disable signal 
is developed by NAND gate 498 in response to the CC6 
output of the character counter 518, and to an inverted 
CADEP signal (indicative of the first look-up as de 
rived from the conduit 48B) to disable the driver 502 
during the horizontal blanking period. 
As shown in FIG. 27B, the CC6 output of the charac 

ter counter 518 is applied to a vertical counter 558 of the 
modulo 262 type, for providing vertical count output 
signals VC1 to VC9 as shown in FIG. 4A. As explained 
above, the outputs VC1 to VC9 of the vertical counter 
are applied via timing bus 26A (a part of the bus 26 
shown in FIG. 1) variously as timing signals to the color 
memory circuit 62 of the color processor 32 and to the 
keyboard/stick control 30. In addition, upon reaching a 
count, e.g. 192, corresponding to the number of lines 
within a display as shown in FIG. 2, a signal is derived 
from the counter 558 and applied to a flip-flop 559, 
whereby a vertical flagging signal is derived and ap 
plied via the color processing circuit 32 to blank verti 
cally the CRT 34 at the end of the current text line. 

Further, it is necessary that the operation of the mi 
croprocessor 12 be coordinated with the clock or tim 
ing signals developed by the timing system 18, and in 
particular, that the control signals developed by the 
microprocessor 12 by synchronized with the timing and 
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control signals developed by the timing system 18. As 
shown in FIG. 1, the timing signals of the microproces 
sor 12 are applied via conduit 44 to the timing system 18 
and in particular, as shown in FIG. 27B, the conduit 44 
is coupled to a PMOS-to-TTL interface 554. It is under 
stood that the microprocessor 12 may illustratively be 
an integrated circuit of the PMOS variety and that its 
output signals of the PMOS format must be converted 
to the TTL format of which the various components of 
the timing system 18 are comprised. Thus, the interface 
554 adjusts the voltage and current levels from the 
PMOS format to those required for the TTL format. As 
specifically illustrated in FIG. 27B, the following sig 
nals are conveyed along the conduit 44 to the interface 
554, namely a read inhibit signal (RIH) for inhibiting the 
reading of data from the RAM 16, a write IAO signal 
(WI/O) for writing information onto the I/O data bus 
22 from the microprocessor 12, an address bus signal 
(A/B13), and a RAM enable signal for permitting data 
transfer from the RAM 16 to the microprocessor 12. In 
turn, the aforementioned signals, as adjusted, are ap 
plied by the interface 554 to a microprocessor signal 
gating circuit 556, which serves as an interface or buffer 
to permit appropriate timing of the signals to the high 
speed memory, i.e. RAM 16. As indicated in FIG. 27B, 
in response to appropriate timing signals, the signal 
gating circuit 556 develops a microprocessor to RAM 
read/write (PR/W) signal to effect control of the read 
ing and writing operations of the RAM 16 from the 
microprocessor 12. There is further provided an input 
/output bus driver disable signal (DIS I/O) that is ap 
plied to each of the tri-state drivers associated with the 
various elements of the system as shown in FIG. 1 that 
are connected to the IAO data bus 22, whereby selected 
tri-state drivers are enabled or disabled, and the various 
circuits are correspondingly connected or disconnected 
during their time slot(s) from the I/O data bus 22. 
As generally shown in FIG. 1, the timing system 18 

provides a set of timing signals via the conduit 46 to the 
microproccessor 12 to coordinate its timing functions 
with those of the remaining part of the system as shown 
in FIG. 1. In particular, as shown in FIG. 27A, a clock 
signal is derived from the inverter 526 and is applied to 
a divide-by-nine circuit 544, which provides a first out 
put for each count 3 to count 4 transition to a divide-by 
two circuit 548 which provides a first A signal and a 
second A signal. The A signal is applied via an inverter 
536 and a level shifter 534 necessary for converting the 
A signal to the PMOS signal format of the microproces 
sor 12, to be applied via conduit 46 and in particular 
conduit 46A to the microprocessor 12. A second signal 
indicative of the count 8 to count 0 transition is pro 
vided by the divide-by-nine circuit 544 and is applied to 
the clock input of a D-type flip-flop circuit 546, which 
provides upon its Q output a signal via an inverter 538 
to provide a B clock signal and also through an inverter 
540 and a level shifter 542 to provide a B clock signal (of 
a PMOS format) via conductor 46B to the microproces 
sor 12. The B clock signal also is applied as an enabling 
signal to the microprocessor signal gating circuit 556, as 
shown in FIG. 27B. The Q output of the flip-flop 546 as 
well as the A output of the divide-by-two circuit 548 are 
respectively applied to the clock imput and the D input 
of a D-type flip-flop 552 which in turn provides as a Q 
output a timing signal to the gating circuit 556. As 
shown in FIGS. 27A and 27B, the B clock signal as 
derived from the flip-flop 546 as well as the C output of 
the three-ring counter 552 are applied to the gating 
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circuit 556 to provide suitable gating of the command 
signals as derived from the microprocessor 12 to be 
applied in turn to the RAM 16 via bus 48C, and also to 
the tri-state driver circuits of the various circuits as 
shown in FIG, 1. In this manner, the control signals 
generated by the microprocessor 12 are synchronized 
with the timing signals provided by the timing system 
18. 

In FIGS, 28A and B and 29, there is shown detailed 
circuit diagrams of the timing system 18 schematically 
shown in FIGS. 27A and 27B and as generally shown in 
FIG, 1. In FIGS. 28A and B, the detailed circuit ele 
ments of the vertical counter 558 are shown for provid 
ing vertical output signals VC1-VC8 upon the timing 
bus 26. The first and second drivers 502 and 500 for 
providing, respectively, the first and second addresses 
are shown as each comprising two hex-type tri-state 
drivers. In the paint mode of operation, the second 
look-up is accomplished by the fourth tri-state bus 

10 

15 

driver 503, which is shown in FIG, 6B, the results of 20 
which in turn are applied to the RAM address bus 24. 
Raster preset information indicative of M raster lines 
within a character from the color processor 32 is ap 
plied from the latch 505 (see FIG. 6A) to the raster 
counter 506 (see FIG. 28A), which in turn applies sig 
nals indicative of the scanned horizontal lines to the 
second bus driver 500. The counter 518 as well as the 
text line counter 504 are shown as being connected to 
the first bus driver 502 and in particular to the separate 
hex-type tri-state drivers thereof. Further, there is 
shown in FIG. 28B the use of the gates 510 and 512 for 
connecting selected outputs of the vertical counter 518 
to the JK flip-flop 508, 

In FIG. 29, command signals as derived from the 
microprocessor 12 are applied via bus 44 and the inter 
face circuit 554 to the signal gating circuit 556, the 
details of which are shown in FIG. 29 as comprising a 
series of gates and a flip-flop circuit whereby the com 
mand signals including the read/write signal are syn 
chronized with respect to the timing system 18. The 
I/O bus driver disable is applied to the tri-state drivers 
of the circuits of the overall system as shown in FIG. 1. 
Further, the particular driving circuits for the crystal 
oscillator 532 are shown whereby a master clock output 
signal is applied via the inverters 530, 528 and 526 to a 
divide-by-two circuit 524 as well as to a divide-by-nine 
circuit 544. The output of the divide-by-two circuit 524 
in turn is applied to the three-bit Johnson ring counter 
522 shown in FIG. 29 as comprised of flip-flop circuits. 
The output of the divider 544 in turn is applied to a 
flip-flop 546 and to a divide-by-two circuit 548. The 
divide-by-two circuit output applied to a D-type flip 
flop 552, and also via an inverter 536 to a level shifter 
534, whereby a clock. A signal is derived. In similar 
fashion, the output of the divider circuit 548 also is 
connected via an inverter 540 to a level shifter 542, the 
details of which are shown to provide a shift in the 
voltage and current levels of the clock B output as is 
applied via conduit 46B to the microprocessor 12 as 
shown in FIG. 1. 

ADDRESS AND DATA INTERFACE CIRCUITS 
36 AND 38 

There is shown in FIG. 30, a schematic diagram, the 
address and data interface circuits by which data trans 
fers are made between the RAM 16 and the micro 
processor 12, and address signals are applied from the 
microprocessor 12 to the RAM 16, as generally shown 
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in FIG. 1. With regard to FIG. 30, addresses as devel 
oped by the timing system 18, for example by the tri 
state drivers 500 and 502, are applied via the address bus 
24 to address specific sections within the RAM 16. In 
addition, the microprocessor 12 develops commands or 
address signals that are applied to the RAM 16 via an 
interface circuit 36 comprising level shifters 629 and 
address latch 634. Data is transferred from the I/O date 
bus 22 to the RAM 16 via a tri-state latch 632C and 
from the RAM 16 to the data bus 22 via latch 632D. 
Data is transferred from the microprocessor 12 to the 
RAM 16 by the level shifter 633 and the tri-state driver 
632A and from the RAM 16 to the microprocessor 12 
by the latch 632B and tri-state level shifter 633. As 
indicated in FIG. 30, read/write control signals are 
applied from a memory controller 640 to each of the 
drivers 632A and 632C and latches 632B and 632D and 
level shifter 634 to control the transfer of data to and 
from the RAM 16. A group of timing signals as derived 
from the timing system 18, including the logic clock 
(LCLK), clock CLKAT, clock CLKBT and a memory 
read/write signal (PR/W), is applied to the memory 
control 640 to control the reading and writing operators 
of the RAM 16. 

In FIGS. 31A, B and C, there is shown in detail the 
elements of the address and data interface circuits 36 
and 38, as well as the RAM 16. In particular, there is 
shown the I/O data bus 22 whereby data is transferred 
to the RAM 16 via the tri-state drivers 632C and 632D. 
As shown in FIGS. 31A and B, each of the tri-state 
drivers 632C and 632D is comprised of two separate 
drivers and further, the RAM 16 is comprised of a plu 
rality of interconnected memories or RAM's 16A-16H. 
The timing signals, as explained above, are applied from 
the timing system 18 to the memory controller 640 
whereby appropriate timing signals are applied to the 
buffers 632. As specifically illustrated, the plurality of 
conduits making up the RAM address bus 24 are selec 
tively interconnected to the RAM memories 16A-16H. 
Further, the microprocessor address bus 40 is applied to 
the interface 629 which also is connected to the address 
latch 634, whereby appropriate command signals are 
conveyed between the RAM 16 and the microprocessor 
12. Also, the microprocessor instruction/data bus is 
applied to the buffer 636 which also is connected to the 
RAM 16 by tri-state drivers 632A and latches 632B. 
Numerous changes may be made in the abovede 

scribed apparatus and the different embodiments of the 
invention may be made without departing from the 
spirit thereof; therefore, it is intended that all matter 
contained in the foregoing description and in the ac 
companying drawings shall be interpreted as illustrative 
and not in a limiting sense. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A data processing and display system for transfer 

ring data between said system and a data storage unit, 
the data storage unit storing a set of characters from 
which a plurality of composite images may be formed, 
image data identifying the arrangement of the charac 
ters to form a desired image, and color information 
identifying a palette of colors from which the charac 
ters may be colored, said system comprising: 

(a) color display means for displaying images of a 
selected arrangement of characters chosen from 
the set and characters colored with selected colors 
from the palette; 

(b) means for reading data from the data storage unit; 
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(c) addressable storage means coupled to said reading 
means for receiving therefrom and for storing data 
derived from the storage unit indicative of the set 
of characters and the palette of colors; and 

(d) display control means for first addressing the 
image data in a first portion of said addressable 
storage means to obtain a first readout, and se 
condly for using the first readout data and being 
coupled to said color display means to receive data 
identifying the currently displayed image by said 
color display means for addressing a second por 
tion of said storage means to obtain signals indica 
tive of the character color then to be applied to and 
displayed by said color display means. 

2. The system as claimed in claim 1, wherein there is 
included an input/output data bus for bidirectionally 
conveying data between said addressable storage means 
and each of said color display means, said data reading 
means and said display control means. 

3. The system as claimed in claim 2, wherein said 
display control means comprises timing means for pro 
viding address signals and there is further included an 
address bus means interconnecting said timing means 
and said addressable storage means by which the ad 
dress signals are applied to said addressable storage 
taS. 

4. The system as claimed in claim 3, wherein said 
color display means displays the colored images in a 
raster format comprised of a series of horizontal lines 
and said timing means provides a first train of horizontal 
timing signals corresponding to the end of each hori 
zontal line and a second train of vertical timing signals 
corresponding to the end of each raster. 

5. The system as claimed in claim 4, wherein said 
color display means displays the images in the form of 
the selected arrangement of characters, each character 
comprised of a first number of horizontal lines, each line 
having a second number of incremental dot portions 
disposed upon a horizontal line, each such character 
disposed in a text line of a third number of characters, so 
that a fourth number of the text lines forms the selected 
image composed of the selected arrangement of charac 
ters, said timing means providing first timing signals in 
the form of a character count indicative of which char 
acter in the horizontal line is to be displayed, and sec 
ond timing signals indicative of the text line of the char 
acter to be displayed. 

6. The system as claimed in claim 3, wherein said 
timing means provides first address signals to effect the 
first readout of data within said addressable storage 
means, and second address signals to effect the second 
readout of data from said addressable storage means. 

7. The data processing system as claimed in claim 3, 
wherein said system comprises a microprocessor for 
developing command signals to be applied to said ad 
dressable storage means whereby the reading and writ 
ing of data thereto and therefrom is controlled, and 
coordination means responsive to the output of said 
timing means to coordinate the application of the micro 
processor command signals. 

8. The system as claimed in claim 4, wherein said 
timing means comprises a character counter for provid 
ing an output signal corresponding to the number of 
characters scanned within a line of the display, and a 
text counter for providing a count signal indicative of 
the text line being displayed. 

9. The system as claimed in claim 8, wherein said 
display control means comprises a first bus driver re 
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sponsive to the outputs of said character counter and 
said text counter, for applying a first memory address 
signal to said addressable storage means to obtain the 
first readout. 

10. The system as claimed in claim 9, wherein said 
timing means comprises a raster counter for indicating 
the number of rasters displayed upon said color display 
means for providing a signal indicative thereof. 

11. The system as claimed in claim 10, wherein said 
display control means further comprises a second bus 
driver coupled to said address bus and responsive to the 
first readout and to the raster count signals for provid 
ing a second memory address to said addressable stor 
age means to read out the image data corresponding to 
that of a character to be applied to said color display 
eaS 

12. The system as claimed in claim 7, wherein said 
coordination means comprises a gate for selectively 
passing the microprocessor command signals in re 
sponse to timing signals developed by said timing sys 
ten. 

13. The system as claimed in claim 1, wherein said 
display control means includes a color memory for 
storing that portion of the palette of colors correspond 
ing to those colors by which the characters of the image 
currently being displayed may be colored. 

14. The system as claimed in claim 13, wherein said 
display control means further comprises latch means for 
receiving during the first and second readouts image 
data including color pointers for identifying those col 
ors of the palette by which the characters of the image 
currently being displayed are to be colored. 

15. The system as claimed in claim 14, wherein said 
display control means comprises address means respon 
sive to the pointers for addressing and reading out from 
said color memory a selected one of the palette of col 
OS. 

16. The system as claimed in claim 13, wherein said 
display control means comprises color latch means for 
receiving color pointers indicative of the background, a 
foreground and edge portions of the image to be repro 
duced by said color display means, and a color control 
ler for selectively applying the aforementioned color 
pointers to address said color memory. 

17. The system as claimed in claim 16, wherein there 
is further included second latch means for receiving the 
color pointers and said color controller is responsive to 
control data conveyed with the color pointers to effect 
a selected interchange of the color pointers associated 
with the background, foreground and edge portions of 
the color image displayed by said display means. 

18. The system as claimed in claim 2, wherein there is 
included a plurality of generator means, each for receiv 
ing image date corresponding to a symbol to be dis 
played by said color display means, and means for con 
trolling the placement of each of the symbols of said 
generator means within the display of said color display 
leaS. 

19. The system as claimed in claim 18, wherein said 
control means comprises means for storing an indication 
of the coordinates of each of the symbols of said genera 
tor means and means for reading from each of said 
generator means the symbol image data to be displayed 
by said color display means. 

20. The system as claimed in claim 19, wherein said 
color display means displays an image in a raster format 
comprised of a series of horizontal lines, each of said 
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generator means comprising a register for receiving its 
symbol image data from said addressable storage means. 

21. The system as claimed in claim 20, wherein said 
color display means comprises a timing system for pro 
viding a first count signal indicative of the number of 5 
scanned horizontal lines of the display and for provid 
ing a second count signal indicative of the number of 
characters that have been scanned across a horizontal 
line. 

22. The system as claimed in claim 21, wherein said 10 
storing means comprises a first, vertical position mem 
ory for receiving and storing an indication in terms of 
the horizontal line at which a symbol is commenced to 
be generated, and a comparator responsive to the out 
put of said vertical position memory and the vertical 
count signals to provide an initiate signal to enable the 
display of the symbol image data from one of said gen 
erator means. 

23. The system as claimed in claim 22, wherein there 
is included a plurality of counters for receiving a first 
count initiated signal indicating the horizontal position 
across each horizontal line of the image display upon 
which its corresponding register is to initiate the read 
out of its symbol image data, said timing system provid 
ing a dot clock signal indicative of each elemental dot 
area of a horizontal line to be applied to each of said 
counters, and upon counting to the count as set by its 
count signal, each counter generates and applies an 
initiate signal to its corresponding register. 

24. The system as claimed in claim 22, wherein there 
is included a gate responsive to the output of said char 
acter counter to selectively transmit symbol image data 
from said addressable storage means via said input/out 
put data bus to each of said registers, and decoding 
means responsive to the second count signal to enable a 
selected one of said registers to receive the symbol 
image data, and comparator means responsive to the 
first count signal and to the output of said vertical posi 
tion memory to enable said gate to transfer the symbol 
image data from said addressable storge means to the 
selected one of said registers. 

25. The system as claimed in claim 24, wherein there 
is included a plurality of counters for receiving via said 
enabled gate a second count initiate signal indicative of 
the position within a horizontal line of the display at 45 
which the display of the symbol is to begin, and said 
timing means provides its dot clock signal to each of 
said counters, whereby upon reaching the count as set 
by the second count initiate signal, said counter gener 
ates an initiate signal to be applied to its corresponding 
serial register, whereby its symbol image data is read 
out to be displayed by said color display means. 

26. The system as claimed in clain 3, wherein the 
data storage unit also stores audio data to be transferred 
by said means for reading data to said addressable stor 
age means, and there is further included a waveform 
generator for producing a plurality of sound signals and 
audio control means coupled to said storage means and 
responsive to the audio data stored therein to select of 
the sound signals from said waveform generator. 

27. The system as claimed in claim 26, wherein said 
audio control means comprises a first frequency circuit 
for receiving from said addressable storage means a 
signal indicative of the initial frequency to be generated, 
and a second gain circuit for receiving from said ad- 65 
dressable storage means a signal indicative of the gain of 
the sound to be generated, said first frequency circuit 
coupled to said waveform generator to control the 
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frequency thereof, and a variable amplifier connected to 
the output of said waveform generator and responsive 
to the output of said second gain circuit to control the 
amplitude of its output signal to be applied to an audio 
speaker. 

28. The system as claimed in claim 27, wherein there 
is comprised a first latch for receiving the initial fre 
quency signal, a second latch for receiving the initial 
gain signal and a third latch for receiving signals for 
increasing or decreasing either the frequency of the 
audio sound to be generated or to increase or decrease 
the gain of the audio sound, and a decoder responsive to 
the output of said timing system for respectively en 
abling said first, second and third latches to receive the 
audio data as applied by said input/output data bus to 
said first, second and third latches, 

29. A data processing and display system for transfer 
ring data between said system and a data storage unit, 
the data storage unit storing a set of characters from 
which a plurality of composite images may be formed, 
and image data identifying the sequence in which the 
characters are to be arrayed to form the desired image, 
said system comprising: 

(a) display means for displaying images of a selected 
arrangement of the characters chosen from the set; 

(b) means for reading data from and writing data 
upon the data storage unit; 

(c) addressable storage means for storing data derived 
from the data storage unit indicative of the set of 
characters; 

(d) viewer entry means manipulatable by the system's 
viewer to enter data into said system; 

(e) control means for selectively addressing informa 
tion within said addressable storage means to read 
out selected characters of the set and for applying 
same to said display means, whereby a desired 
image is displayed thereby, and for selectively 
applying the data entered upon said viewer entry 
means and to apply same to said data reading/writ 
ing means, whereby the viewer data is stored upon 
the data storage unit. 

30. The system as claimed in claim 29, wherein there 
is included an input/output data bus for bidirectionally 
conveying data between said addressable storage means 
and each of said display means, said data reading/writ 
ing means, said viewer entry means and said control 

aS. 

31. The system as claimed in claim 30, wherein said 
control means comprises timing means for providing 
therefrom address signals and a clock signal, and there 
is further included an address bus interconnected be 
tween said timing means and said addressable storage 
means, by which the address signals are applied to said 
addressable storage means. 

32. The system as claimed in claim 31, wherein the 
data storage unit further stores a clock signal, said tim 
ing means further providing a read/write command 
signal, and said data read/write means comprises a se 
lect clock signal circuit responsive to the read/write 
signal to send either the clock signal as derived from the 
data storage unit or from said timing means to provide 
the corresponding clock signal. 

33. The system as claimed in claim 32, wherein said 
read/write means comprises first and second latches 
coupled to said input/output data bus, and decoder 
means responsive to the read/write command signal to 
correspondingly enable said first latch to receive data 
from said input/output data bus and to write same upon 

  



Re. 31,736 
47 

the storage unit, and to enable said second latch to apply 
data to said input/output data bus from the data storage 
unit. 

34. The system as claimed in claim 33, wherein there 
is comprised third and fourth latches and a command 
decoder, said timing system further providing a tape 
timing signal, said decoder means responsive to the tape 
timing signal to receive a tape command signal from 
said data bus, said third latch responsive to an output of 
said decoder, whereby the tape command signals are 
applied to said command decoder to control the driving 
of the tape of said storage unit. 

35. The system as claimed in claim 34, wherein the 
storage data unit further stores control signals indica 
tive of the beginning and end of data stored upon the 
storage unit, and said decoder is responsive to a tinning 
signal of said timing system to actuate said fourth latch, 
whereby said fourth latch is enabled to transmit the 
control signals via the input/output data bus to said 
control means. 

36. The system as claimed in claim 31, wherein said 
viewer entry means comprises a keyboard-type entry 
device actuatable by the viewer to enter data in alpha 
numeric form via said input/output data bus to said 
addressable storage means. 

37. The system as claimed in claim 36, wherein there 
is further included decoder means responsive to a tim 
ing signal derived from said timing means indicative of 
a time interval in which image data is not being dis 
played by said display means for actuating said key 
board-type device to transmit the alphanumeric data as 
entered thereon. 

38. The system as claimed in claim 31, wherein said 
viewer entry means comprises a joystick maneuverable 
in at least two coordinate directions for providing out 
put signals indicative repetitively of the movements in 
the coordinate directions. 

39. The system as claimed in claim 38, wherein there 
is included multiplexer means actuatable by an output of 
said timing means during an interval in which image 
data is not being displayed by said display means, to 
read out signals indicative of the movements of said joy 
stick and applying same to said addressable storage 

aS. 

40. A data processing and display system for transfer 
ring data between said system and a data storage unit, 
the data storge unit storing a set of characters from 
which a plurality of composite images may be formed, 
image data identifying the arrangement of the charac 
ters to form a desired image, and color information 
identifying a palette of colors from which the charac 
ters may be colored, said system comprising: 

(a) color display means for displaying images of a 
selected arrangement of characters chosen from 
the set and the characters colored with selected 
colors from the palette; 

(b) means for reading data from the data storage unit; 
(c) addressable storge means coupled to said reading 
means for receiving and storing data derived from 
the storge unit indicative of the set of characters 
and the palette of colors; and, 

(d) display control means for first addressing the 
image data in a first portion of said addressable 
storage means to obtain a first readout, and se 
condly for using the first readout data for address 
ing a second portion of said storage means to obtain 
signals indicative of the character color, said dis 
play control means being coupled to said color 
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display means to apply the character signals to be 
displayed by said color display means. 

41. A data processing and display system for transfer 
ring data between said system and a data storage unit, 
the data storage unit storing a set of characters from 
which a plurality of composite images may be formed, 
image data identifying the arrangement of the charac 
ters to form a desired image, and color information 
identifying a palette of colors from which the charac 
ters may be colored, said system comprising: 

(a) color display means for displaying images of a 
selected arrangement of characters chosen from 
the set and the characters colored with selected 
colors from the palette; 

(b) means for reading data from the data storage unit; 
(c) addressable storage means coupled to said reading 
means for receiving and storing data derived from 
the storage unit indicative of the set of characters 
and the palette of colors; and 

(d) display control means comprising timing means 
for developing timing signals for facilitating the 
display of characters upon said display means and 
for providing and applying first address signals to a 
first portion of said addressable storage means to 
obtain a first readout, and secondly for using the 
data of the first readout and the timing signals and 
being coupled to said addressable storage means to 
provide and apply a second address to a second 
portion of said addressable storage means to obtain 
a second readout in the form of signals indicative of 
the character color, said color display means being 
coupled to said display control means to apply the 
character signals to be displayed by said color dis 
play means. 

42. The system as claimed in claim 41, wherein said 
color display means displays the colored image in a 
raster format comprised of a series of characters dis 
posed in a text line with a plurality of the text lines 
forming an image upon the display means, each charac 
ter comprised of a plurality of raster lines, and said 
timing means comprising a counter for counting the 
number of raster lines within a given character, and 
using the output of said raster counter and the first 
readout data to form the second address to said second 
portion of said addressable storage means. 

43. The system as claimed in claim 41, wherein said 
color display means displays the colored images, each 
comprising an arrangement of the characters, each 
character comprised of a plurality of incremental areas, 
and said timing means using data indicative of the cur 
rent incremental area of a character being displayed by 
said display means and the first readout data to form the 
second address for addressing said second portion of 
said addressable storage means. 

44. A data processing and display system comprising: 
(a) display means for displaying images of a selected 

arrangement of characters each chosen from a set 
of characters; 

(b) a control processor for controlling said system; 
(c) addressable storage means for storing data corre 

sponding to the set of characters; 
(d) display control means including timing means; 
(e) a data bus coupled to each of said display means, 

said addressable storage means and said control 
means whereby data may be applied therealong to 
each of said aforementioned means and control 
processor; 
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(f) an address bus coupled to each of said display 
means, said addressable storage means, said control 
processor, and said display control means; and, 

(g) said timing means of said display control means 
operative in a first time slot to provide address 
signals via said address bus to said addressable 
storage means, whereby at least one of said charac 
ters is transferred via said data bus to said display 
means to be displayed thereon, and operative in a 
second distinct time slot which enables said control 
processor to address said storage means and trans 
mit signals via said data bus to at least one of said 
above-recited means of said system. 

45. The data processing system as claimed in claim 44, 
wherein said addressable storage means comprises a 
first portion for storing image data identifying the order 
and arrangement of the characters to form the desired 
image upon said display means and a second portion for 
storing the set of characters, and said timing means 
generating within the first time slot a first address signal 
to be applied via said address bus to said addressable 
storage means to obtain a first readout and thereafter, 
generating a second address using the first readout data 
to be applied via said address bus to said addressable 
storage means, whereby the character so read out is 
applied via said data bus to said display means to be 
displayed thereby, 

46. A data processing and display system comprising: 
(a) color display means for displaying images of a 

selected arrangement of characters chosen from a 
set of characters with the characters colored with 
selected colors from a selectable palette of colors; 

(b) image source means for applying to said color 
display means encoded signals indicative of a series 
of the characters to said display means to be dis 
played thereby; 

(c) addressable color memory means for storing the 
palette of colors from which the characters are to 
be colored the encoded signals being indicative of 
an addressable location of said color memory 
means for storing a selected color of the palette; 
and 

(d) display control means for facilitating the display 
of the characters upon the color display means and 
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49. A data processing and display system comprising: 
(a) display means for displaying an image comprising 

selected of a plurality of symbols; 
(b) a plurality of symbol generators, each for apply 

ing symbol data indicative of a distinct symbol to 
said display means to be displayed thereby; and 

(c) priority means coupled to each of said plurality of 
symbol generators for assigning priorities to each 
of said symbol generators and responsive to the 
occurrence of the generation of symbol image data 
from more than one of said plurality of generators 
to apply only that image data from said generator 
of highest priority to be displayed by said display 
88S. 

50. The data processing and display system as claimed 
in claim 49, wherein there is included display control 
means for applying control signals to said display means 
to display an image thereon in the form of a series of 
scan lines formed in a raster, and said priority means for 
ensuring that only one symbol image data of the image 
is applied to be displayed at one point in a line, in accor 
dance with the priority assigned thereby to each of said 
signal generators. 

51. A data processing and display system comprising: 
(a) color display means for displaying images of a 

selected arrangement of characters selected from a 
set of characters; 

(b) addressable storage means having a first portion of 
variable size for storing image data identifying the 
order and arrangement of the characters to form a 
desired image upon said display means, and a sec 
ond portion of a size varying inversely to that of 
said first portion for storing the set of characters; 
and, 

(c) display control means for selectively addressing 
said first portion to obtain a data readout, and using 
the data readout to address said second portion and 
to readout the set of characters in a desired config 
uration to be applied to said display means to pro 
vide a desired image, and for setting the size of said 
characters, thereby determining the sizes of said 
first and second variable portions of said address 
able storage means. 

52. The data processing and display system as claimed 
for applying address signals to said addressable 45 in claim 51, wherein a character is comprised of a given 
color memory means, whereby the selected color is 
read out from said addressable color memory 
means and applied to said color display means to 
color at least a portion of a character being dis 
played thereon. 

47. The data processing and display system as claimed 
in claim 46, wherein said source of character data com 
prises a second addressable storage means. 

48. The data processing and display system as claimed 
in claim 47, wherein said second addressable storage 
means includes a first portion for storing image data 
identifying the arrangement and sequence of the charac 
ters to form an image thereof on said color display 
means and a second portion for storing image data in 
dicative of each of said characters, and said display 
control means provides a first address signal to said first 
portion of said second addressable storage means to 
obtain a readout thereof and using the readout to form 
a second address to a second portion of said second 
addressable storage means to read out the selected char 
acters to be applied to said display control means, 
whereby the characters are ordered and arranged to 
form the desired image. 
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number M of raster lines and is arranged in a pattern 
comprised of N text lines of characters, said display 
control means settable to receive varying numbers of M 
raster lines and N text lines. 

53. The data processing and display system as claimed 
in claim 52, wherein the size of said first portion is in 
creased as the number N of text lines is increased and 
the number Mofraster lines is decreased, and the size of 
said second portion is inversely decreased. 

54. A data processing and display systern for displaying 
on a color display means an image of an arrangement of 
characters selected from a set of characters and colored 
from a palette of colors where the inage is stored as image 
data in addressable memory locations, the system includ 
ing a display control means for first addressing the image 
data in a first portion of the addressable memory locations 
to obtain a first readout indicative of a character to be 
displayed, and secondly, for using the first readout data for 
addressing a second portion of said addressable memory 
locations to obtain signals indicative of the character color, 
said display control means being coupled to said color 
display means to apply the character signals to be displayed 
by said color display means. 
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55. A data processing and display system for displaying 
an image of an arrangement of characters selected from a 
set of characters which are colored from a palette of colors, 
said systern comprising: 

(a) a color display means for displaying the image, 
(b) an addressable storage means for storing data signals 

indicative of the set of characters and of the image to 
be displayed and 

(c) a display control means for first addressing the data 
in the first portion of said addressable storage means 
to obtain a first readout, and secondly for using the 
first readout data for addressing a second portion of 
said storage means to obtain signals indicative of a 
character to be displayed and of its color, said display 15 
control means also being coupled to said color display 
means to apply the character signals to be displayed by 
said color display means. 

56. A data processing and display system for displaying 
an image of an arrangement of characters selected from a 
set of characters which are colored from a palette of colors, 
said system comprising 

(a) a color display means for displaying the image, 
(b) an addressable storage means for storing data signals 25 

indicative of the set of characters and of the image 
formed from a selection of characters chosen from the 
set; and 

(c) a display control means comprising timing means for 
developing tinning signal for facilitating the display of 30 
characters upon said display means and for providing 
and applying first address signals to a first portion of 
said addressable storage means to obtain a first read 
out, and secondly for using the data of the first read 
out in the signals and being coupled to said address 
able storage means to provide and apply a second 
address to a second portion of said addressable storage 
means to obtain a second readout in the form of sig 
nals indicative of a character to be displayed and of its 
color, said color display means being coupled to said 
display control means to apply the character signals to 
be displayed by said color display means. 

57. A color graphics display generating circuit for use 
with a color raster-scan video display unit to generate a 
color image having a selected arrangement of symbols 
selected from a plurality of symbols where each symbol is 
colored from a palette of colors, the circuit comprising 
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(a) a plurality of addressable image memory location for 

storing image generating data which includes infor 
mation for generating image memory addresses, 

(b) a plurality of addressable color memory locations for 
storing color generating data to generate selected 
colors from the palette of colors, said addressable color 
memory locations outputting color generating data in 
response to indirect memory addresses generated from 
said image generating data, and 

(c) a video timing and control means for generating first 
and second addresses to said addressable image men 
ory locations, and responsive to the image generating 
information outputted therefrom, for generating ad 
dresses to said addressable color memory locations 
whereby an inage is generated on the video display 
device as an arrangement of symbols colored from the 
palette of colors. 

58. A system for displaying on a raster-scan color video 
display unit an image comprised of a selected arrangement 
of characters and/or graphic symbols colored from a pal 
ette of colors, where the image is stored as image generating 
signals in an addressable memory, the system including 

(a) a color memory for storing color generating sig 
mals to generate selected colors from the palette of 
colors, said color memory outputting color gener 
ating data in response to image generating signals 
outputted from said image memory; and 

(b) a timing and control means synchronized to the 
scanning of the video display unit for generating 
first and second memory addresses to the image 
memory, and responsive to the image generating 
signals output therefrom in response to said first 
and second memory addresses, for generating ad 
dresses to said color memory whereby the image is 
generated on the color video display device. 

59. A color graphics display system for displaying an 
image having position therein, comprising: 

(a) a plurality of symbol generators, each for supplying 
symbol generating data representative of a distinct 
symbol to be displayed at a position in said image, and 

(b) a priority means coupled to each of said plurality of 
said symbol generators for assigning priorities to each 
of said symbol generators, whereby the symbol dis 
played at any given location in the image is deter 
mined according to the highest priority among those 
symbols which are to be displayed at the given posi 
tion. 
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