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Be it known that I, JOSEPH H. WESSON, a, 

citizen of the United States, residing at Spring 
field, in the county of Hampden and State of 
MaSSachusetts, have invented new and use 
ful ImprOwements in Handles for Firearms, 
of which the following is a specification. 
This in wention relates to improwements in 

handleS for rewolwing fire-arms, more particu 
larly those usually highly finished revolvers 
hawing polished mother-of-pearl cheek-pieces 
at the handleS. 
The object of this invention is accomplished 

by constructing the Cheek-pieces, which essen 
tially embody a thickness of pearl with a sub 
layer of a material Which has a degree of elas 
ticity and which is devoid of brittlemess, to 
lie directly against the metal handle portion 
of the frame of the arm, and which operates 
to protect the more frangible outer layer of 
pearl by affording, in its interposition, an elaS 
tic medu um to receive the shock of firing. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 

a Side wieW of a rewolwer With the improwed 
handle cheek-pieces. Fig. 2 is a rear eleva 
tion of the arm. Fig.8 is a representation in 
perspective of the tWo layers which consti 
tute the cheek-pieceS With those sides exposed 
Which are imposed the one against the other. 
Fig. 4 is a croSS Sectional wieW of one of the 
cheek-pieces. ~ 

In the drawings, A represents the handle 
portion of the frame of the arm which is of 
metal, aS uSual, and B indicateS, the cheek 
pieces, each of Which, as a whole, has the 
uSual, or any Suitable contOur. Each cheek 
piece consistS of tWo thicknesses, or layers, 
the inner one, d, of india, rubber, gutta, per 
cha, or analogous material, and the outer one 
of mother-of-pearl. This layer, dt, is wulcan 
ized to leSS than the maximum degree of hard 

mess, that is to Say, it is, aS compared With 
the pearl layer, b, yielding and elastic and de 
void of the extreme frangibility of Such outer 
layer. The two thickneSSes,d and b, are joined, 
facewise, by a cement, or by doWelS and Sock 
ets, or by both, and are held upon the handle 
portion of the frame, A, by the ScreW, d, in 
the usual manner; and Said ScreW, if desired, 
may be relied upon to hold, or aSSist in hold 
ing, the layers of the cheek-piece together. 
' In the handle of the arm Substantially aS 
described, there is in the relation of the cheek-- 
piece to the frame a non-metallic contact With 
the consequent advantage that the wiolence 
of the shock of firing is minimized in itS tranS 
mission to the pearl layer, while on the Other 
hand the layer, d, forms a, Semi-elaStic bed 
for the pearl layer So that, bloWS against the 
outer sides of the pearl will not be SO likely 
to result in the fracture of the pearl as Would 
be the case in the absence of the interposed 
layer', 0, in which case the pearl layer Would 
have a hard bearing against the Steel or iron 
frame. ~ ? 

Hawing thus described my invention, What 
I claim, and 'desire to Secure by TetterS Pat 
ent, is- "" 

1. A cheek piece for the handle of a fire arm 
which consists of an outer layer of mother of 
pearl and an inner layer of elastic material 
cemented thereto, substantially as deScribed. 

2. A cheek-piece for the handle of a fire-arm 
which consists of an outer layer of mother 
of-pearl and an inner layer of india, rubber, 
or analogous material, Substantially aS de 
SCribed. ~ 

JOSEPH H. WESSON. 
'Witnesses: 

H. A. CHAPIN, 
WM. S. BELLOWS. 
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