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Single Optical Fiber Hermaphroditic Connector

Abstract

A single optical fiber hermaphroditic connector (20) includes a
connection end which includes a plug (22) which terminates an end portion
of an optical fiber (30). The connection end also includes a hermaphroditic
portion (35) which is adapted to mate with a hermaphroditic portion of
another identical connector. The hermaphroditic portion includes
alternating circumferentially spaced longitudinally projecting fingers (40,40)
and recesses disposed about the plug. The fingers project beyond the plug
and are adapted to be received in the recesses of the hermaphroditic portion
of the mating connector. Each connector also is provided with a coupling
nut (70). The coupling nut of one of two mating connectors is used to

secure together the connectors after their hermaphroditic portions have
been mated.
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