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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A plurality of inflatable side panels and an inflatable 

bottom panel are secured together to form an inflatable 
crib for babies. The side panels are provided with ventilat 
ing apertures that are randomly spaced to maintain maxi 
mum structural rigidity of the crib in its inflated condition. 
The crib is secured on the back seat of an automobile 
by straps, each of which has a hook secured to one end 
and a holding bar secured to its other end. The hooks 
are suitably anchored to either the front or rear of the 
back seat structure and each holding bar is inserted end 
wise through a slot provided therefor in one of the side 
panels of the crib. Each slot is shorter than the holding 
bar, and after each holding bar passes completely through 
its slot, its strap is twisted to move it out of axial align 
ment with its slot to prevent accidental separation of the 
strap from the crib. The bottom panel of the crib may be 
integral with the side panels, or may be separate from the 
side panels and secured thereto by snap fasteners. The 
fastener elements on the bottom panel are spaced from 
its edges to permit the use of a fitted sheet on the bottom 
panel. 

An inflatable crib comprises a bottom panel and four 
side panels of suitable vinyl plastic material. The panels 
are double walled and may be inflated either separately or 
as a single unit. The panels are provided with openings of 
suitable size to provide ventilation. The crib is positioned 
on the seat of an automobile and Secured in place by ad 
justable straps. The panels may be deflated to facilitate 
portability and storage. 

This invention relates to an inflatable crib that may 
be readily secured to an automobile seat to protect baby 
against the shocks of sudden stops while riding in an auto 
mobile, and may be removed from the seat easily and 
deflated to facilitate portability and storage. 

Suitable structure by means of which the above men 
tioned and other advantages of the invention are attained 
will be fully described in the following specification, taken 
in conjunction with the accompanying drawings showing a 
few preferred embodiments of the invention, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view, showing a crib embody 
ing the invention as it is mounted on the back seat of an 
automobile; 

FIG. 2 is an end elevational view of the structure of 
FIG. 1, with portions of one end wall of the crib broken 
away to show the inner ends of the holding straps secured 
to the crib; 

FIG. 3 is a front view, partly in elevation and partly in 
section, of the structure of FIGS. 1 and 2; 

FIG. 4 is a view similar to FIG. 3, but showing a dif 
ferent embodiment of the invention in which the bottom 
panel is detachably secured to the side panels; 
FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the structure of FIG. 

4, with portions of one side wall broken away and the 
bottom panel separated from the side panels; 

FIG. 6 is a top plan view of the side panel structure 
of FIGS. 4 and 5; 

FIG. 7 is a front elevational view of another embodi 
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2 
ment in which the side panels are detachably secured to 
gether; 

FIG. 8 is a top elevational view of the structure of 
FIG. 7; 

FIG. 9 is an enlarged fragmentary cross sectional view 
showing the top secured to the front panel of the crib and 
one of the front holding straps secured to a part of the 
automobile; 

FIG. 10 is an enlarged fragmentary elevational view 
showing the means for securing together two of the side 
panels of the structure of FIGS. 7 and 8; 

FIG. 11 is a cross sectional view, taken in the plane 
indicated by the line 1-11 of FIG. 10; and 

FIG. 12 is an enlarged fragmentary cross sectional 
view showing a different means for securing the front 
Straps to the embodiment of the invention shown in FIGS. 
4 to 6. 

Referring to the drawings, and particularly to FIGS. 1, 
2, 3 and 9, the crib comprises an integral body section 
10 and a top section 11 that is detachably secured 
thereto. The body section comprises a bottom panel 12 
and four upstanding side panels 13 permanently secured 
to each other and to the outer edge portions of the bottom 
panel. Each panel comprises an inner wall 14 and an 
outer wall 15 of rubber, synthetic rubber, or any suitable 
plastic material, such as polyvinylchloride, or vinyl co 
polymers, for example. The adjoining edge portions of the 
inner walls 14 provide flaps 16 that are secured together 
to form airtight seams at each of the joints between the 
panels. Each of the panels is provided with a valve 7 
that permits inflation by means of an air hose at any gas 
station or by a hand pump. Although all of the panels 
may be inflated through a single valve located in any one 
of the panels, it is preferred to provide a valve in each 
panel because of the restrictive effect the flaps 16 may 
have on the flow of air between the panels. The panels 
may be deflated and the crib may be packed in a small 
package that is convenient to carry. The small size of the 
crib in its deflated condition also facilitates shipment and 
Storage. 
The inner and outer walls 14 and 15 of the side panels 

are each provided with a plurality of apertures 18 that may 
be of uniform size or may be of various sizes. However, 
each aperture in one of the walls has an aperture of the 
same size in register therewith in the other wall. The pe 
ripheral edge portion of each pair of registered aperture 
18 are sealed together to define openings 19 for ventila 
tion of the body section of the crib. None of the openings 
19 is large enough to allow baby's head to pass through it. 
The openings 19 are spaced at random throughout each 
of the side panels to provide maximum ventilation while 
keeping the structural weakening at a minimum. 
The crib is secured in place, preferably on the back seat 

of an automobile, by a pair of holding straps 20 at the 
front of the crib and a second pair of holding straps 2 
at the back of the crib. The straps 20 and 21 may be iden 
tical, except for their length. Each of the straps 20 has an 
adjusting plate 22 for holding it in any desired length. 
Each of the straps 2 may be adjustable in the same man 
ner as the straps 20, but preferably are of fixed length. 
The adjusting plate 22 may be of suitable construction, but 
preferably has two vertically spaced horizontal slots 
through which the strap 20 extends. After the leading end 
of the strap 20 is threaded through the slots of the plate 
22 it is threaded through a slot 23 in one end of a hook 
24 and then through the slots of the plate 22 a second 
time. The doubled portions of the strap extending through 
the slots of the plate bind against each other to keep the 
strap from slipping. The hook 24 is dimensioned to en 
gage the front edge of the bottom of the automobile seat. 
A hook 25 shaped to engage the bottom of the seat at its 
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rear edge portion is secured to one end of each strap 21. 
The side panels at the front and back of the crib each 

have a pair of slots 26 near the lower edge thereof. The 
slots 26 are located adjacent opposite ends of the crib. 
Each of the straps 20 and 21 has one end thereof secured 
to the crib by means of a holding bar 27 that is secured 
transversely of the strap within a loop 28 formed at the 
end of the strap. The holding bar 27 is longer than the 
length of the slot 26 and projects beyond each edge of the 
loop 28. The looped end of the strap is twisted, and the 
holding bar 27 is held parallel to the strap as it is passed 
endwise through the slot 26 with the twisted end of the 
Strap. After the holding bar passes through the slot, the 
strap resumes its normal untwisted shape, and the holding 
bar engages the portions of the side panel adjacent the 
ends of the slot 26 to prevent the strap from pulling out 
of the slot accidentally. 
The top section 1 is preferably in the form of a soft, 

flexible sheet 29 of wide mesh fabric, and may be secured 
across the open top of the body section of the crib to 
prevent the occupant of the crib from being thrown out 
of the crib. The fabric sheet 29 is larger than the open top 
of the body Section, and its edges drape over the upper 
edge of each of the side panels when it is placed on top 
of the body section of the crib. Two straps 30 are perma 
nently secured to each of two opposite edges of the sheet 
29, and the free end of each of these straps is provided 
with a loop 31. Two opposite side panels, preferably at 
the front and back of the crib, each have a pair of slots 
32, similar to the slots 26, near the upper edge thereof, 
but slightly below the horizontal plane defined by the 
edges of the sheet 29 when it is placed on top of the body 
section of the crib. A holding bar 33, similar to the hold 
ing bar 27, is secured to the free end of each strap 30 
in the same manner as the bars 27 are fixed to the straps 
20 and 21. The opposite edges of the top 29 are secured 
to the side panels at the front and back of body section 
of the crib in the same manner in which the straps 20 
and 21 are secured to the crib. 
The other embodiments of the invention are substan 

tially like that of FIGS. 1-3, and the same reference nu 
merals are used to indicate identical structure. In the em 
bodiment shown in FIGS. 4-6, the bottom panel 34 is a 
Separate member, and is detachably secured to the side 
panels 35 in a manner hereinafter described. The side 
panels 35 are preferably permanently secured to each 
other at each of their adjoining edges, but, if desired, may 
be secured permanently at only three of the adjoining 
edges and may be detachably secured at the fourth edge 
by any suitable means. Each of the side panels 35 has an 
integral flap 36 extending inwardly from its lower edge. 
A plurality of snap fastener elements 37 secured to each 
flap 36 are located to cooperate with complementary snap 
fastener elements 38 that are secured to the bottom face 
of the bottom panel 34. The Snap fastener elements 38 are 
spaced inwardly from the outer edges of the panel 34 far 
enough to allow a contour fitted sheet 39 to be placed on 
top of the bottom panel without interfering with the snap 
fasteners. The fastener elements 37 are spaced the same 
as the elements 38 so that they may cooperate therewith 
to secure the bottom panel in place when the comple 
mentary fastener elements are snapped into interengage 
net. 
In the embodiment of the invention shown in FIGS. 7, 

8, 10 and 11, four side panels 40 are secured to the outer 
edges of a bottom panel 4. The panels are similar to the 
panels of FIGS. 1-3 except that the side panels 40 are not 
permanently secured to each other. Tubular lugs 42 are 
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4. 
Secured to opposite ends of each side panel adjacent the 
upper edge thereof. The lugs project outwardly from the 
side panels and are offset, so each lug is aligned vertically 
with the lug on the adjacent side panel when the side panels 
are bent upwardly into upright position relative to the bot 
ton panel. A pin 43 having an enlarged head 44 is inserted 
into each pair of vertically aligned lugs to detachably se 
cure the side panels to each other. 
The embodiment of the invention shown in FIG. 12 is 

the same as that of FIGS. 4-6 except that the front straps 
are Secured to the crib in a different manner. In this em 
bodiment, the flap 45 extending inwardly from the lower 
edge of the side panel 46 has a pair of slots 47 through 
which one end of the strap 48 is inserted. The inserted 
end of the Strap 48 is apertured to fit over the snap fastener 
element 37. The interengagement of the fastener elements 
37 and 38 securely holds the end of the strap 48 to the crib. 

Although we have described a few preferred embodi 
ments of our invention in considerable detail, it will be 
understood that the description is intended to be illustra 
tive, rather than restrictive, as many details of structure 
may be modified or changed without departing from the 
Spirit or scope of our invention. Accordingly, we do not 
desire to be restricted to the exact structure described. 
We claim: 
1. A portable crib comprising four side panels formed 

as a continuous member and a bottom panel formed as a 
Separate member, each of said panels being of double wall 
construction, means for securing said side panels in up 
Standing relationship with the lower edge of each side 
panel adjacent one edge of said bottom panel, each of 
Said side panels having a flap secured to its lower edge, 
and interengageable fastening members on each of said 
flaps and on the underside of said bottom panel for se 
Curing each of Said side panels to said bottom panel, the 
fastening members on the underside of said bottom panel 
being spaced inwardly from the outer edges of said bot 
tom panel to prevent interference with a fitted sheet 
mounted on said bottom panel, valve means for permit 
ting inflation of each of said panels, and means for se 
curing said crib to an automobile seat, said last mentioned 
means comprising a plurality of slots in each of the two 
side panels forming the front and back sides of the crib, 
and a plurality of straps, said straps each having one end 
Secured to one of said two side panels by a holding rod 
Secured thereto and inserted through one of said slots, 
each of Said holding rods being longer than the slot 
through which it is inserted, and a hook on the other end 
of each strap for securing it to an automobile seat. 
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