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57 ABSTRACT 
A portable optical bar €ode reader is adapted to be 
attached to the underside of the wrist of the user for 
reading coded labels on a purchased merchandise item. 
A ring member mounted on one of the fingers of the 
user has an actuating member mounted therein which is 
actuated by another finger of the user to enable the bar 
code reader to read a coded label. Scanning device 
mounted within the bar code reader provide a compact 
arrangement for generating a scanning light beam 
which scans the coded label. The bar code reader is 
attached to the wrist of the user by an easily removable 
strap member. 

8 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets 
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HAND-HIELD BAR CODE READER 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

Composite Lens for a Hand-Held Bar Code Reader, 
co-pending application, NCR Docket No. 4179, U.S. 
Ser. No. 07/284,646, filed on even date, invented by 
Charles Wike. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
This invention relates to laser bar code readers and 

more particularly to hand-held laser bar code readers. 
Present checkout systems found in retail or supermar 

ket stores include a point-of-sale terminal device posi 
tioned adjacent a checkout counter which includes an 
optical scanning device for scanning a bar code pattern 
on a label attached to a purchased merchandise item. 
The scanning device generates signals representing the 
coded data on the label which are used to generate the 
price of the purchased item. In some checkout systems, 
a hand-held bar code reader has been utilized where the 
purchased merchandise items can be easily handled by 
the checkout operator so as to position the reader adja 
cent the bar code label on the purchased merchandise 
item. Prior hand-held bar code readers have required 
that the operator use one hand to hold the reader while 
utilizing the other hand to hold the purchased merchan 
dise item in a position allowing the reader to scan the 
coded label on the item. It would be desirable to have 
the hand-held reader mounted on the hand of the check 
out operator in such a manner as to enable the checkout 
operator to utilize both hands in moving the purchased 
merchandise items across the checkout counter while 
enabling the operator to operate the reader for scanning 
the coded labels on the purchased merchandise items. 
This arrangement allows the checkout operation to be 
completed in a minimal amount of time. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

There is provided a hand-held portable bar code 
reader comprising an elongated casing having a flash 
light configuration with a scanning unit mounted in the 
front portion of the casing, the casing including a hori 
zontally extending top flat surface portion extending 
rearwardly from the front edge of the casing against 
which surface the wrist of the checkout operator sup 
ports the casing by a strap secured to the casing. A ring 
member comprising an on/off switch is mounted on the 
forefinger of the hand of the operator and operated by 
the thumb enabling the reader to scan a coded label on 
a purchased merchandise item which is positioned adja 
cent the reader. The scanning unit of the bar code 
reader includes a laser diode for generating a scanning 
light beam, a pair of reflecting mirrors mounted on a 
collection mirror positioned on the glass face of the 
reader with the reflecting mirrors deflecting the laser 
beams in a direction which is opposite to the direction 
of the laser beam outputted by the diode and directed 
toward a rotating reflecting mirror mounted on the 
shaft of a motor mounted on the center axis of the 
reader. Mounted around the inside periphery of the 
front opening of the reader are a plurality of turning 
mirrors for receiving the light beams from the rotating 
mirror and projecting the scanning light beams in the 
form of a scanning pattern at the coded label. The light 
reflected from the coded label is then redirected 
through the turning mirrors, the rotating mirror and to 
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2 
the collection mirror which focuses the light beams at a 
photodetector mounted adjacent the motor. The photo 
detector converts the scanning light beams into electri 
cal signals which are then transmitted by a transmitter 
located in the rear portion of the casing to a remote 
pickup which transmits the signals to a remote proces 
sor for decoding and transmitting the resulting data to a 
remote price lookup table from which the price of the 
scanned merchandise item is retrieved. Located in the 
top flat surface portion of the reader is a display which 
may display information indicating whether the scan 
ning operation resulted in a good or bad read. The 
handle portion of the casing further includes electrical 
racks for supporting the electronics associated with the 
reader, a transmitter and a power supply. There is also 
provided a plug-in socket allowing the data to be elec 
trically transferred to the remote processor. 

It is therefore a principal object of this invention to 
provide a portable optical bar code reader which can be 
easily attached to the underside of the wrist of a check 
out operator allowing the operator to sort and move the 
purchased merchandise items on the checkout counter 
without interference from the optical reader. 

It is another object of this invention to provide a 
hand-held bar code reader which can be conveniently 
operated by the operator with the bar code reader at 
tached to the undersurface of the wrist of the operator. 

It is another object of this invention to provide a bar 
code reader which is simple in construction and low in 
cost. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

These and other objects, features and advantages of 
the invention, as well as the invention itself, will be 
come more apparent to those skilled in the art and in 
light of the following detailed description taken in con 
sideration with the accompanying drawings wherein 
like reference numerals indicate like or corresponding 
parts throughout the several views and wherein: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the optical bar code 

reader of the present invention showing details of the 
scanning unit; 
FIG. 2 is a side view of the optical bar code reader of 

the present invention showing the location of the plug 
in sockets associated with the control ring and the trans 
fer of data from the bar code reader together with the 
strap connection; 

FIG. 3 is a diagrammatic view of the elements com 
prising the scanning unit associated with the optical bar 
code reader of the present invention; 
FIG. 4 is a pictorial representation showing the opti 

cal bar code reader attached to the wrist of the check 
out operator by means of a strap and the control ring 
mounted on a finger of the operator; 
FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the control ring com 

prising an on/off switch which is worn on the forefin 
ger of the hand of the operator and operated by the 
thumb of the operator. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring now to FIG. 1, there is shown a perspec 
tive view of the optical bar code reader of the present 
invention generally indicated by the numeral 20 com 
prising an elongated casing 21 which includes a front 
portion 22, the top of which comprises a rearwardly 
extending flat surface 24 which terminates at a handle 
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portion 26 of the reader. The front portion 22 of the 
reader has a greater diameter than the diameter of the 
handle portion 26 forming a flashlight type casing (FIG. 
2) and includes the optics for projecting light beams in 
a scanning direction. The handle portion 26 includes a 
power supply 28, a radio transmitter 29, a series of elec 
trical rack members 30, and a drive motor 32 which 
rotates a drive shaft 34 having a scanning mirror 36 
attached to its end. Located adjacent the shaft member 
34 is a laser 38 which may be a laser diode member and 
which projects a laser light beam 40 along a first axis 
directed toward a lens member 42 comprising a pair of 
turning mirrors which turn and project the received 
light beam in the opposite direction toward the scan 
ning mirror 36 along a second axis which is the axis of 
the casing and which is parallel to the first axis. Rota 

O 

15 

tion of the scanning mirror 36 deflects the light beam at . 
a plurality of turning mirrors 44 mounted around the 
inside periphery of the front portion 22 of the housing 
member 20. In the present application there are six 
mirrors mounted in the casing. The turning mirrors 44 
will deflect the scanning light beams received from the 
scanning mirror 36 towards a coded label (not shown) 
on the purchased merchandise item. The light reflected 
from the coded label is collected by a collection mirror 
46 to which the lens member 42 is secured, which lens 
member focuses the reflected light beams at a photode 
tector 48 which in turn converts the received light 
beams into electrical signals. The lens member 42 and 
the collection mirror 46 are mounted on a glass face 
member 50 (FIG. 2) mounted in the front portion 22 of 
the reader 20. The electrical signals generated by the 
photodetector 48 are transmitted to a processing mem 
ber 49 mounted on one of the electrical rack members 
30 which decodes the electrical signals producing data 
which is used to address a lookup table located in a 
remote processing unit (not shown). The transmitter 29 
may transmit the data to a remote pickup from which 
the data may be transferred to the remote processing 
unit. Located in the flat surface 24 of the casing 21 is a 
display panel 52 which may display information indicat 
ing whether there was a good or bad read operation 
performed by the last scanning operation in a manner 
that is well known in the art. 

Referring to FIG. 2, there is shown a side view of the 
optical bar code reader 20 which includes a first plug-in 
socket 54 for accommodating a communication cable 
for transferring the data generated by the processing 
member 49 in the reader to a remote processing unit 
(not shown) for performing a price lookup operation 
and a second plug-in socket 56 to which is attached a 
remote switch member in the form of a ring 73 (FIG. 5) 
and actuated by the checkout operator for operating the 
bar code reader in a manner to be described more fully 
hereinafter. There is further located on the lower edge 
of the front portion 22 of the bar code reader an attach 
ment member 58 which may be used with a velcro type 
strap member 60 (FIG. 4). Located at the rear end of 
the handle portion 26 is an audible tone port 62 in which 
tone signals are generated indicating whether the scan 
ning operation has resulted in a good or bad reading of 
the coded label. 

Referring now to FIG. 3, there is shown a diagram 
matic representation of the elements comprising the 
scanning unit associated with the present invention 
which includes a motor 32 rotating the drive shaft 34 
with the scanning mirror 36 attached to the end of the 
shaft member. Mounted adjacent the shaft member 34 
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4. 
are the laser diode member 38 and the detector member 
48. The collimated, asymmetric laser light beam 40 
outputted by the laser diode member 38 is transmitted 
through an anamorphic prism 64 which elongates the 
beam in one direction to circularize the beam and di 
rects the light beam along a first axis to the lens member 
42 comprising the turning mirrors 66, 68 from which the 
light beam is directed in the opposite direction along the 
axis of the casing 21 through a focusing lens 70 which 
focuses the light beam on the surface of the scanning 
mirror 36. Rotation of the scanning mirror 36 directs 
the light beam 40 at six turning mirrors 44 which reflect 
the scanning light beam at the coded label in the form of 
a plurality of scan lines (not shown) for scanning the 
coded label. The reflected light beams from the coded 
label are then collected by the vertical surface of the 
collection mirror 46 with the concave surface 72 direct 
ing the light beams 47 toward the detector 48 which in 
turn generates electrical signals in accordance with the 
intensity level of the light beams received from the 
collection mirror 46. 

Referring now to FIG. 4, there is shown a pictorial 
view of the bar code reader positioned adjacent the 
undersurface of the checkout operator's wrist in which 
the strap 60, which may be of velcro construction, se 
cures the wrist to the optical bar code reader. The strap 
60 is secured to the casing 21 at the attachment member 
58 (FIG. 2). Mounted on the forefinger of the operator 
is a ring member 73 (FIG. 5) having a button portion 74 
extending outwardly from the ring which, when de 
pressed by the thumb of the checkout operator, will 
operate the bar code reader for a scanning operation. 
The ring member 73 (FIG. 5) is attached to a electrical 
wire 76 which terminates in the plug 78 which is in 
serted in the plug socket 56(FIG. 2) of the bar reader 20 
enabling the ring to control the operation of the bar 
code reader. 

It will be seen from this construction that the bar 
code reader can be attached to the wrist of the operator 
allowing the operator to have both hands free for sort 
ing and positioning purchased merchandise items on the 
checkout counter in a scanning position thereby mini 
mizing the time it takes for a scanning operation to 
OCC. 

While the salient features of the invention have been 
illustrated and described, it should be readily apparent 
to those skilled in the art that many changes and modifi 
cations can be made in the invention presented without 
departing from the spirit and true scope of the inven 
tion. Accordingly, the present invention should be con 
sidered as encompassing all such changes and modifica 
tions of the invention that fall within the broad scope of 
the invention as defined by the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A hand-held optical bar code reader comprising: 
an elongated casing member having a front edge and 

a rear edge and including a first cylindrical portion, 
and a second cylindrical portion having a diameter 
greater than the first cylindrical portion; 

scanning means mounted in said second cylindrical 
portion for scanning a coded label on a purchased 
merchandise item positioned adjacent the second 
cylindrical portion; 

means secured to said second cylindrical portion for 
mounting the casing member to the underside of a 
wrist of a checkout operator; and 

switch means mounted on one of the fingers of the 
checkout operator adapted to be actuated by an 
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other finger of the operator to operate the scanning 
eas. 

2. The bar code reader of claim 1 in which said casing 
member includes a flat portion extending from an upper 
front edge of the casing member towards the rear edge 
of the casing member against which the underside of the 
wrist of the checkout operator is positioned, said bar 
code reader further including a strap member secured 
to the second cylindrical portion of the casing for hold 
ing the bar code reader against the underside surface of 10 
the wrist of the checkout operator. 

3. The bar code reader of claim 1 in which said switch 
means includes a ring member. 

4. The bar code reader of claim 3 in which the ring 
member includes an actuating member extending out 
wardly from the surface of the ring member and 
adapted to operate the scanning means when depressed. 

5. The bar code reader of claim 4 in which the casing 
member further includes an electrical socket member 
coupled to the scanning means, said switch means fur 
ther including an electrical cable connecting the socket 
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6 
member to the actuating member on said ring member 
enabling the actuating member to operate the scanning 
means when depressed. 

6. The bar code reader of claim 5 in which said scan 
ning means include means for outputting a scanning 
light beam, optical means for directing the scanning 
light beam along a first predetermined path, a motor 
driven drive shaft mounted in said first cylindrical por 
tion and in said first predetermined path, a first mirror 
mounted on said drive shaft for deflecting said scanning 
light beam along a plurality of second predetermined 
paths and a plurality of second mirrors mounted around 
the periphery of the interior of the second cylindrical 
portion of the casing member and in said second prede 
termined path for deflecting the scanning light beam in 
a scanning direction. 

7. The bar code reader of claim 6 in which said means 
for outputting a scanning light beam comprises a laser. 

8. The bar code reader of claim 7 in which said laser 
is a laser diode. 
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