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The greeting card industry is now s business
of tremendous proportions. Where but a few
years ago it was the custom during certain sea-
sons, as at Christmas, New Years and Easter, to
send cards of greeting, these special occasions for
remembrance have been added to by including
Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, birthday anniver-
saries, and so on, There are sympathy cards
and, as advertised, cards for all occasions and
especially printed for mother, dad, sister, broth-
er, sweetheart, uncle, aunt, and cousin, - Thus,
the selling of greeting cards Instead of being sea-
sonal is a year around. business with merchants
having a stock on hand at all times.

As the custom of sending remembrances of this
type has become more general and the industry
grown accordingly, so has the auality and price
of the cards been increaseq in direct proportion:
And, while formerly a few cents would purchase
what was deemed an appropriate remembrance,
one now pays, on the average; 8 much higher
price. The money spent by the average family in
the course of a year for greeting cards amounts
to a considerable item.

No matter how elaborate or expensive the
cards, they are with few exceptions, depending
on the relationship between sender and recipient,
kept for a short time only and then destroyed or
but away and forgotten. Asg these cards usually
arrive through the mailg unsoiled and in good
condition, it is my belief that there not only
teould but would be a great saving in money and
in the use of expensive paper by making pro.
vision whereby the cards could be used a number
of times, and with no feeling of offense by the
second or third recipient especially as the custom
would become generally known and accepted.

In view of the foregoing I have provided what
may be termed a multiple use greeting card, and
it is the object of the invention to make this
type of card of novel construction with practi-
cally no increase in the cost of preduction, and
to establish a custom that will result in g con-
siderable saving in money by most families and

& very worthwhile saving in baper, especially in

these times of scarcity.

The accompanying drawings illustrating the
tnvention angd forming a part of this specification
are as-follows:

Figures 1, 2, 3 and 4 are
spective illustrating cards made in accordance
vith the invention but each showing 3 different,
nodification thereof,

Figs. 5 and 6 are fragmentary face views of
rards showing two other-modifications.

similar views in per.
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Fig, 7 is a plan view of one-of the removable
signature cards shown in Fig. 6, and
- Fig. 8 is a plan view of the complete mailing
unit with parts broken, away toshow the plurality
of envelopes used.

In the drawings similap reference numerals
refer to similar parts throughout the several
views.

While the invention may be adapted. to use
with a single card or a So-called card comprising
2 number- of leaves, the illustrated embodiment
thereof shows a conventional type consisting of
a single sheet of paper with the printing all on
one side, and which is folded on line 1 to form
the top edge. ang then at right angles thereto
along line 2—thus forming a card, or, more prop-
erly a folder, having a frong 3, back 4, and two
inside leaves § and &, Hereinafter it will of
course be understcod that the term card proper
or greetiug card will mean any type whether a
single card; a folder as Nustrated, or a booklet.

As the purpose of the Invention is to have the
greeting perform what may be termeq multiple
duty, that is, by being sent through ‘the masil g
number of times, the sender does not sisn the
card proper but places his or her signature on
one of g plurality of small cards or tabs 7 detach-
ably held in any suitable manner to the card
proper. In Fig, 1 these signature cards gre indi-
vidually removable and held in place by having
the lower corners of the pad or stack, of say four
or five, inserted through the diagonally disposed
slits 8 cut in the preferably lower portion of the
inner leaf 6. 'The recipient, in due time, removes
the signed card T then similarly signs the greet-
ing and sends it to another person,

In Fig. 2, the signature cardg form a pad 9
which is rastened by suitable means, as g staple
{8, to the leaf §.

A preferred modification of the invention is
that shown in Fig. 3 in which g plurality of
signature cards 7 are removably held within g
container or pocket comprising, in this instance,
a plece of suitable material, gs baper, folded to
form a back I, overlapping top gnd bottom flaps
12 and 13, respectively, and, if desired, an out-
wardly turned portion 14 at each end of the
back {1, such end bortions, only one of which
is seen in this berspective view, if provided with
a return bend, as shown, having sufficient rigidity
to hold the cards T against endwise displacement,
The bottom flap is provided with a slit {5 to
removably receive the tah end of the flap 12 in
locking engagement.

The back I is attached by means, as an adhe-
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sive to the leaf 6 whereby the flaps 12 and I3
become, in effect, hingedly connected to such leaf
and with the end stops 14 form a pocket for
receiving the signature cards 1.

The modification seen in Fig. 5 shows parallel
slits 15 and into which the ends of elongated
signature cards 1> are inserted. If desired, these
cards T¢ may have their ends cut down, as shown
in Fig, 6, to provide shoulders 16 adapted to
engage the leaf at the ends of the slits 15 and
thus hold such cards against lateral displacement.

Still another modification of the invention is
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that shown in Fig. 4 in which one of the inner

leaves, indicated at 6@ is perforated along the

dotted lines (7 to provide tabs 18 which may
be torn off and used in like manner as the signa-
ture cards T and 72 )

The greeting card is of a size to fit within
the smallest one of a plurality of envelopes 19,
the outer one being addressed to the first person
to receive the greeting and fo whom the entire
unit of card and envelopes is mailed. Then, when
the greeting is mailed a second time, the next
1argest envelope is used and so on, each succes-
sive recipient removing the signature card of the
sender and himself signing another one when he
in turn mails the greeting.

What I claim is:

"1, In a greeting card for multiple use, a card
proper bearing the message of greeting, a plural-
ity of smaller personal cards to be signed sepa-
rately by the successive senders of the greeting,
and -2 means for holding said: signature cards to
the card proper and in stacked relation, compris-
ing two overlapping flaps having hinged connec-
tion to the card proper, one of said flaps having
a slit therein, and a tab on the other of said
flaps for lockingly engaging in said slit.

2. In a personal greeting card for multiple use,
a card proper bearing a message of greeting, a
plurality of smaller cards to be signed separately
by the successive senders of the greeting, and a
means for holding said signature cards to the
card proper in stacked relation comprising a
blank folded to form a back portion and over-
lapping top and bottom flaps, said back portion
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being attached to the card proper and said flaps
having interlocking engagement with each other.

3. In a personal greeting card for multiple use,
a card proper bearing a message of greeting, a
plurality of smaller cards to be signed separately
by the successive senders of the greeting, and
means for holding said - signature cards to the
card proper in stacked relation comprising a
plank folded along two spaced parallel lines to
form three members, Viz., a back portion and
overlapping top and bottom flaps, and again ad-
jacent the end edges of one of said members
transversely of said first named folds to form end
portions, said back portion being attached to said -
card proper, said flaps having interlocking en-
gagement with each other, and said end portions
functioning to hold said signature cards against
endwise displacement.

4. A personal greeting card in accordance with
claim 3 characterized by the said end portions
peing formed with return bends in the manner
and for the purpose set forth. ’
GEORGE B. HISTED.
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