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JOHN H. ANTROBUS, OF OTTUMWA, TOWA.

POULTRY-CRATE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 575,752, dated January 26, 1897.
Application filed March 28, 1896, Serial No. 585,168, (No model,)

To wll whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoEN H. ANTROBUS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Ot-
tumwa, in the county of Wapello and State of
Towa, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Poultry-Crates; and I do
hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the same, ref-
erence being had to the annexed drawings,
making a part of this specification, and to the
letters of reference marked thereon.

The present invention has relation to that
class of poultry-crates which are constructed
of hinged sections adapted to fold together
in a compact form when not required for use
and for convenience of packing and transpor-
tation; and the object of the invention is to
materially improve this character of poultry-
crate, whereby its effectiveness and practical
usefulness will be materially enhanced and
its strength and durability increased, which
object is attained by the crate constructed
substantially as shown in the drawings and
hereinafter deseribed and claimed.

Figure 1 of the drawings is a perspective
viewof a crate embodying my invention,show-
ing the several sections thereof extended and
ready for use; Fig. 2, a longitudinal section
thereof, showing one of the end sections rest-
ing upon the bottom or base of the crate; Fig.
3, an end view of the crate.

In the accompanying drawings, A repre-
sents a suitable bottom or base, which may
be of any suitable width and length, and, if
desired, have suitable cleats @ U secured to
its under side. Upon the upper side of the
bottom or base A and at the ends thereof are
transverse cleats ¢, to which are secured sup-
ports d, against which abut the end sections
B of the crate when said sections are in an
upright position. The end sections B are
hinged to the upper side of the bottom or base
A of the crate and have flanged fastening-
plates C, the flange of the plate catching over
the cross-rail e at the ends of the top section D
of the crate, as shown in Fig. 2 of the drawings.
These flanged plates which catch over the end
rails of the top section of the crate hold said
section down in place and prevent its spring-
ing up.

The top section D may have one or more
slides, as shown at E, for access to the inte-

rior of the crate when desired, said slide be-

ing held closed by a suitable spring-latch F.

Similar latches G may be employed for hold-
ing the end sections B in an upright position,
these spring-latches being of any suitable and
well-known construction found best adapted
to the purpose. The side sections H of the
crate are connected to the top section and to
the bottom or base by a specidlly-constructed
fastening which is particularly adapted to
the folding sections of a crate where strength
and durability are'desirable. These fasten-
ing devices consist of a double-hinge connec-
tion I J, secured, respectively, to the side sec-
tion and to the top section of the crate.

Only one of the side sections I has the
double-hinge connection I J, the opposite side
section having plates L secured thereto and
at its lower end hinged to brackets M, which
are similar in construection to the brackets N,
to which the double-hinge connections I J are
attached. -

The brackets M N are suitably connected
at the corners of the crate to brace and

‘strengthen them where most needed, this be-

ing considered importantin packing and ship-
ping the crates to guard against the rough
handling.

Thehinged plates L have tongues f at their
upper ends, which engage with slotted plates
0, secured to the top section D, thereby hold-
ing the side section in place when the several
sections are extended.

‘When in a folded position, asshown in Fig.
3 of the drawings, pivoted loops P at the ends
of the top section D engage with pins ¢ on
the supports d, whereby said top section is
held down in position against the end and
side sections.

When it isdesired to extend the sections of
the crate, cords Rare pulled down upon,which
will raise the side sections to an upright po-
sition and carry with them the top section to
the position which it is to oeccupy. The inner
ends of the cords R are suitably attached to
the upper slat of the side sections H and pass
through guides S projecting down from the
top section.

It will be noticed that the double-hinge
connection I J connects with the top section
of the crate at the extreme upperend thereof,
so that it will allow the sections of the double

35

6o

65

70

8o

85

[$1¢]

10D




10

5

20

30

[

hinge to fold down upon each other, as shown
in Fig. 3 of the drawings.

So far as the construction of the several
sections comprising the top, sides, and ends
of the crate is concerned, such sections may
be variously modified or changed as circum-
stances require and without departing from
the principle of the invention.

The loops P are provided with handles h
for disengaging the loops from the pins g
when it is desired to disengage the top sec-
tion to extend it in forming the crate for use,
the pins curve downwardly, so that the loops
will automatically ecatch over them when the
sections are folded, thereby providing a
gravity-lock forthe top and ends of the crate.

Having now fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. A poultry-crate consisting of a suitable
bottom or base having metal corner-brackets,
end -sections hinged thereto and having at
their top flanged fastening-plates, and side
sections and a top section, oneof the sidesec-
tions connected to the top section by means
of a double-hinge device, and the opposite
side section having secured thereto and to
the brackets hinged plates having tongues at
their upper ends, and slotted plates on the
top section for engaging therewith, substan-
tially as and for the purpose set forth.

2. A poultry-crate consisting of a suitable
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bottom or base, metal corner-brackets se-
cured thereto, hinged end sections provided
with flanged fastening-plates, side sections
provided with pull-cords and suitable guides
upon the sections through which the cords
pass, double -hinged devices for conneeting
one of the side sections to the top section
and to the corner-brackets, the opposite side
section having secured theretosuitable plates
which are hinged to the corner-brackets and
provided at their upper ends with tongues,
and slotted plates upon the top section with
which the tongues engage, substantially as
and for the purpose specified.

3. Apoultry-crate consisting of folding sec-
tions, the bottom of the plate having corner-
brackets secured thereto, the hinged end sec-
tions having flanged plates secured upon the
outer sides and upperends thereof, and grav-
ity -locks for fastening the top section and
bottom: together, said locks eonsisting of piv-
oted . loops and curved pins over which the
loops catch, substantially as and for the pur-
pose described.

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subscribed my name in the presence
of two witnesses.

JOIN II. ANTROBUS.

Witnesses:
W. W. Epps,
N. A. Cook.
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