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UNITED STATES PATENT of FICE 
2,553,105 

DEMOUNTABLE BASKETBALL APPARATUS 
Richard F. Morey, Abington, Mass. 

Application February 25, 1947, Serial No. 730,707 
(C. 273-15) 14 Claims. 

This invention relates to basketball apparatus 
and the principal object of the invention is to 
provide a structure for supporting the backboard 
which can be quickly installed and removed fron 
a gymnasium or arena in which basketball and 
other athletic games are played and where it is 
frequently necessary to clear the floor quickly at 
the conclusion of the game or to remove the bas 
ketball apparatus and install apparatus neces 
Sary for a different game. 
One of the objects of the invention is to pro 

wide a basketball apparatus, having a backboard 
which when in normal playing position is too 
high to pass through the usual doorway of an 
arena, of Such construction that upon down 
Ward tipping of the backboard and its support it 
may be passed through a doorway having a 
height little or no greater than the vertical 
height of the longest post of the supporting 
standard. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 

demountable basketball apparatus which can be 
readily erected and which when disassembled 
can be stored in a minimum of space. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

novel coupling means for rapidly and readily as 
sembling or rapidly disassembling the side 
frames and overhanging backboard supporting 
members. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

readily operable means for adjustably position 
ing the backboard accurately in vertical posi 
tion. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a basketball apparatus comprising a skeletonized 
supporting frame for a transparent backboard 
having a basket mounted thereon which Will en 
able the basket and the players to be observed, 
without substantial interference, from any posi 
tion in which the game may be observed in an 
arena, completely surrounding the playing field. 
These and other objects and features of the 

invention will more fully appear from the foll 
lowing description and the accompanying draw 
ings and will be particularly pointed out in the 
claims. 
A preferred embodiment of the invention is 

illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in 
which, 

Fig. 1 is a plan view of the basketball appara 
tus; 

Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the same; 
Fig. 3 is a front elevation of the same; 
Fig. 4 is an enlarged detail view, mainly in 

horizontal Section, showing the means for con 
necting the horizontal tubular bars of a canti 
lever construction for supporting a basket to the 
standard of the apparatus; 

Fig. 5 is a detail view, partly in horizontal sec 
tion, of the end portion of one of the tubular tie 
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beams and the means for connecting the same to 
a tubular side member of the apparatus; 

Fig. 6 is a detail plan view of the top reinforc 
ing assembly for the cantilever members which 
Support the backboard; 

Fig. 7 is a plan view of one of the reinforcing 
assembly members for connecting the lower por 
tions of the side frames of the standard and the 
cross bars by means of which the Standard may 
be anchored to the floor; 

Fig. 8 is a detail plan view of the reinforcing 
assembly member for securing together the ver 
tical front posts of the standard; 

Fig. 9 is an enlarged detail view of the lower 
- end portion of one of the rear posts and side 
girder extending therefrom and the iack mount 
ed in the rear posts for adjusting the same ver 
tically; w 

Fig. 10 is an enlarged detail side view of one. 
of the front posts having a caster mounted there 
in and illustrating a portion of the side girder 
and a foot member extending downwardly there 
from; and, - 

Fig. 11 is a perspective detail view of a yoke 
shaped member adapted to rest upon the cross 
bars of the bottom reinforcing assembly for the 
standard and having a slot adapted to be en 
gaged by an anchoring member for securing the 
standard to the floor. . . . . 
The present invention comprises a skeletonized 

vertical rectangular standard with a forwardly. 
extending cantilever superstructure upon the 
free end of which is mounted a vertical trans 
parent backboard having the basket mounted di. 
rectly thereupon instead of upon a non-trans 
parent backboard or non-transparent portion 
thereof, for the purpose of enabling the basket, 
and the players to be observed without inter 
ference by spectators. 
The present invention comprises a basketball 

apparatus. which can be readily assembled and 
when disassembled stored in a minimum of space. 
The basketball apparatus as illustrated in the 

accompanying drawings comprises a rectangul 
lar vertical skeletonized standard having parallel 
side frames each including permanently assemi 
bled parallel vertical tubular front posts f of 
predetermined height greater than the height of 
a jumping player and vertical tubular rear posts 
2 of less height than that of the posts f having 
upwardly inclined extensions 3 which are rigidly 
mounted, preferably by welding, upon the upper 
ends of the vertical posts 2 and preferably have 
horizontal integral extensions 4 which project 
forwardly beyond the vertical posts . The front 
and rear posts of each side frame are connected 
adjacent their lower ends by a girder 5 the ends 
of which are permanently secured, preferably by 
welding, to the respective posts f and 2. Suit 
able braces 6 and 7 connect the girder 5 to the 

  



3 
respective posts f and 2 and desirably other 
braces 8 are connected to the front post and 
the upwardly inclined extension 3 of the rear 
post 2. 
Means are provided for detachably connecting 

the side frames and desirably similar tubular tie 
beams are provided for respectively connecting 
the girders, the posts, and other members of the 

2,553,105 * . . . ; 

frame construction. So that the tubular tie beams 
can be used interchangeably firmly to connect 
parallel members of the frame structure. 
As illustrated herein tubular tie-beans 9 are 

provided which, as shown in detail in Fig. 5, have 
end portions in which plugs are inserted and 
fixedly secured to said end portions and extend 
therebeyond. Each of the plugs is provided with 
a Screw which projects beyond the end of the 
plug and is adapted to pass through the tubular 
member of the frame to which it is connected. 
The Screw is provided with suitable nuts for 
ciamping the tie-beams firmly to the other struc 
tural member of the frame. 
As illustrated in Fig. 5 each of the plugs 10 

has an internally screw threaded bore f l in 
which a screw 2 is mounted, the portion of the 
Screw extending beyond the end of the plug 
preferably being provided with screw threads 3 
of reverse pitch. The end of the plug is pro 
vided with a surface 4 which conforms to the 
contour of the member which it abuts. 

Preferably each of the members of the con 
struction which are connected by the tie-beams, 
such as the tubular posts f and 2, is provided 
with a hole having a sleeve 5 fitting the hole 
and welded to the tubular member, and also 
closely fitting the end portion of the screw 2. 
Desirably each member, which is connected by 
the tie-beam, has welded to it a collar. 16 which 
telescopically fits the plug O with the end of 
the collar sufficiently spaced from the end of 
the tubular tie-beam to enable the end f4 of 
the plug to be tightly clamped upon the tubu 
lar member through which the screw passes by 
a nut 17 engaging the end of the sleeve 5. In 
order to provide a standard of great rigidity a 
suitable bottom assembly is provided for con 
necting the lower ends of the side frames. The 
bottom assembly is illustrated in detail in Fig. 7 
and comprises tubular tie-beams 9 as above de 
scribed which are rigidly connected together ad 
jacent their ends by parallel tubular bars 8 and 
9 with a series of parallel cross bars 20 and 2 
and 22 which are welded at their ends to the 
side bars 9. 
9 of the base frame extend through the girders 
5 in proximity to the posts and 2 respectively as 
shown in Fig. 1 and when the nuts 7 are set up 
firmly clamp the lower portions of the side 
frames together. 
A cross braced frame also is provided to con 

nect the vertical front posts f of the side frame 
together. A preferred construction which is illus 
trated in Figs. 3 and 8 comprises an upper tie 
beam 23 and a lower tie-beam 24 which are 
connected near their ends by tubular bars 25 
and 26 having their ends welded to the bars 23 
and 24 with a diagonal bar 27 welded at one end 
to the junction of the bars 24 and 25 and at the 
other end to the junction of the bars 23 and 26, 
and other diagonal tie members 28 and 29 Welded 
at their ends to the central portion of the diag 
onal bar 27 and to the junctions of the bars 25 
and 23 and 24. and 26 respectively. This front 
assembly is detachably Secured to the vertical 
posts by the nuts upon the respective ends of the 

The ends of the tubular tie bars 
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tie-beams and likewise can be readily assembled 
and disassembled. 
The rear posts 2 are connected at their upper 

ends by tie-beams 9 as also are the upper end 
portions of the diagonally inclined extension 3 of 
the rear posts 2. ... 
A suitable superstructure for Supporting the 

backboard is detachably mounted upon and ex 
tends forwardly from the upper end portion of 
the front posts. This superstructure comprises 
horizontal tubular cantilever members 30 One 
end of which is provided with a suitable plug 
or insert 3 fixedly secured therein, as shown 
in Fig. 4, which extends beyond the end of 
the cantilever member 30 into the horizontal 
projection 4 of the upwardly inclined exten 
Sion 3 of the rear post 2 and is detachably Se 
cured therein by a wing bolt. 32. The cantilever, 
Superstructure is also provided with a brace rod 
33 which extends from adjacent the free end of 
the cantilever bar 30 diagonally downwardly a. 
suitable distance and is provided with a horizon 
tal, end portion 34 provided With a similar plug 
which is telescopically mounted in a horizontal. 
tubular member 35 which is Welded to the Ver 
tical post with a wing bolt 32 detachably con 
necting them. - 
In order to strengthen and reinforce the canti 

lever superstructure a cross braced top assembly 
similar to the front assembly is provided to con 
nect the horizontal cantilever bars 30 of the 
superstructure. This reinforcing top assembly 
is illustrated in Figs. 1 and 6 and comprises a - 
rectangular frame having tie-beams 36 and 37 of 
the character described having plugs provided 
with Screw threads which extend through the 
respective cantilever members 30 and are clamped 
therein by nuts as above described, and side 
bars 38 and 39 welded at their ends to the tie 
beams 36, 37. Such rectangular frame is braced 
by a cross rod 40 which is welded at one end to 
the junction of the tie-beam. 37 and side bar 38 
and at the other end to the junction of the tie 
beam 36 and the side bar 39, and is further braced 
by the cross rods 4 which are welded at their 
inner ends to the cross rod 40 and at their outer 
ends to the junctions of the tie-beams with the 
side bars 38, 39, respectively. 
The free ends of the cantilever members 30 

have welded to them vertical L-shaped brackets 
42 having at their lower ends horizontal flanges - 
and L-shaped members 43 are pivotally mounted 
on bolts 44 extending through the members 42 
and 43 thereby providing a pivotal connection, 
The backboard 45 is provided with suitable end 
brackets 46 which are mounted upon the L-shaped 
members 43. Braces 47 connect the upper por 
tion of the backboard to the horizontal cantilever. 
members and serve to hold the backboard in ver 
tical position. , , , w . - 

The backboard comprises a vertical wholly 
transparent rectangular plate surrounded by a 
metal frame which is integrally connected to the 
end brackets 46 so that when the braces 47, which 
are detachably connected to the backboard and 
cantilever members 30, are removed the back 
board may be folded down upon the cantilever 
construction, or alternatively can be removed by 
detaching the bolts 44. . 
The basket 48 is carried by a bracket 49 which 

is fixedly secured by bolts 50 and 5 to a metal 
plate 52 which engages the rear surface of the 
transparent backboard... . . . . . . 
As above stated, one of the objects of the in 

vention is to provide means to enable the basket 

  

  



5 
ball apparatus to be trundled upon the floor. In 
order to accomplish, this purpose casters 53 are 
mounted upon the lower ends of the front posts 
with the spindles 54 of the casters extending 

into and secured within the lower ends of the 
posts. 
When in use the rear portion of the standard 

would be firmly secured to the floor. When it is 
desired to remove the basketball apparatus, the 
rear portion of the standard would be released 
from the floor and the superstructure pulled 
downwardly thereby swinging the standard and 
cantilever projecting therefrom about the casters 
as pivots until the upper edge of the backboard 
is flush or below the then upper ends of the posts. 
By reason of the vertical inclination of the ex 
tension 3 of the rear posts the vertical height of 
the apparatus would be somewhat less than the 
vertical height of the front post when in vertical 
position and the apparatus therefore could pass 
through a doorway the height of which did not 
exceed that of the vertical height of the front 
postS, 

Desirably legs 55, which are secured to the 
girder 5 in proximity to the casters, are provided 
with feet 56 of frictional material, Such as rub 
ber, which when the standard is in erected posi 
tion will lift the casters slightly from the floor, 
thereby to aid in preventing sidewise slipping of 
the apparatus. 

In order to enable the standard to be tilted in 
such manner as to insure vertical positioning of 
the backboard suitable jacks are provided at the 
rear of the standard, as illustrated in Fig. 9. In 
the construction illustrated the lower ends of 
the rear posts 2 have secured to them internally 
screw threaded collars. 57 which are engaged by 
jack screws 58 which are rotatably mounted in 
suitable bearings 59 provided with feet 6). Of 
antifriction material, the screws' 58 being pro 
vided with an arm 6 by means of which the 
screws can be rotated. By so actuating the jack 
screws as to raise or lower the rear end of the 
standard the backboard can be accurately posi 
tioned vertically for use in playing the game. 
Any suitable means may be provided for 

anchoring the standard to the floor. In the con 
struction illustrated yokes are employed com 
prising a central flat section 62 and concavely 
curved end portions 63 adapted to be placed 
upon the transverse cross bars 20 and 2 of the 
botton frame assembly. The flat section 62 is 
provided intermediate of its length with a slot 
64 adapted to be detachably engaged by the 
threaded stem of the usual eye-bolt and hook 
connection which are anchored to the floor, the 
nuts upon the eye-bolt being set up to clamp the 
rear end of the standard firmly in place. 
The cross bar 22 may also be used to support 

such weights as might be necessary firmly to 
counterbalance the weight of the SuperStructure 
and hold the standard more firmly in engage 
ment with the fiOOr. 
By reason of the construction above described 

the entire basketball apparatus can be readily 
disassembled by detaching the cantilever con 
struction from the standard then unscrewing the 
nuts upon the ends of the several tie-beams, 
thereby enabling the side frames of the stand 
ards to be stored vertically against a Wall, the 
cantilever members of the superstructure, the 
bottom assembly, front assembly, top aSSembly, 
and backboard to be placed alongside the stand 
ards and the several tie-beams assembled there 
with in such manner as to occupy a minimum of 
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space. The basketball apparatus can be readily 
erected by a reverse operation in which when the 
standard has been assembled and the cantilever 
superstructure attached thereto it can be tilted 
downwardly about the casters and the backboard 
secured to the end of the cantilever SuperStruc 
ture and the standard then swung to vertical 
position and fixedly secured to the floor in the 
manner above described. 

It will be understood that the particular em 
bodiment of the invention shown and described 
herein is of an illustrative character and that 
various changes in construction and arrange 
ment of parts may be made within the spirit and 
scope of the following claims. 

Having thus described the invention, What is 
claimed as new and desired to be secured by 
Letters Patent is: 

1. A basketball apparatus comprising a rec 
tangular skeletonized standard comprising two 
parallel side frames, each side frame including a 
Vertical front post, a rear post parallel thereto. 
and a horizontal tubular girder permanently 
connecting the lower portions of the front and 
rear posts, the rear post of each side frame being 
relatively shorter than the front post and having 
an upwardly inclined extension provided with a 
horizontal end portion mounted on and welded 
to the upper end of the corresponding front post 
and projecting therebeyond, suitably spaced hori 
ZOntal tubular tie-beams having ends abutting 
and fitting the respective tubular members of 
the side frames, means for detachably. Securing 
the ends of said tie-beams to said side frame 
members, a forwardly extending cantilever super 
Structure detachably mounted on Said standard 
and extending horizontally forwardly front the 
respective front posts thereof well above the 
jumping height of players using said basketball 
apparatus, and means on the free ends of Said 
SuperStructure for detachably Supporting a ver 
tical backboard. 

2. A basketball apparatus comprising a rec 
tangular skeletonized standard comprising two 
parallel Side frames, each Side frame including 
a vertical front post, a rear post parallel there 
to, a horizontal tubular girder permanently con 
necting the lower portions of the front and rear 
posts, the rear post of each side frame being 
relatively shorter than the front post thereof and 
having an upwardly inclined extension provided 
With a horizontally extended portion Welded to 
the upper end of the corresponding front post 
and projecting therebeyond, and suitably spaced 
horizontal tubular tie-beams of equal length con 
necting said side frames having plugs fixedly 
mounted in the ends thereof and projecting there 
from having concave ends fitting the respective 
members of the side frames abutted thereby and 
a Screw mounted in each plug extending through 
the abutting Side frame member, and a nut on 
Said Screw detachably clamping the side frame 
member to the tie-beam. 

3. A basketball apparatus comprising a rec 
tangular skeletonized standard having two paral 
lel side frames, each Side frame including a ver 
tical tubular front post, a rear post parallel to 
the front post and a horizontal girder permanent 
ly connecting the lower end portions of the front 
and rear posts, the rear post of each side frame 
being relatively shorter than the front post and 
having an upWardly inclined extension rigidly 
mounted on the upper end of the corresponding 
front post, Suitably Spaced horizontal tubular 
tie-beams with plugs fixedly mounted therein 
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and projecting therefrom having concave ends 
fitting the respective members of the side frames 
abutted thereby and a screw mounted in each 
plug extending through the abutting side frame 
member, a collar welded to the side frame men 
ber fitting the plug, a sleeve Surrounding Said 
screw extending through and Welded to the side 
frame member, and a nut on Said screw engaging 
the end of said sleeve. 

4. A basketball apparatus comprising a rec 
tangular skeletonized standard having two par 
allel side frames, each including a vertical tubu 
lar front post, a rear post parallel thereto, and 
a horizontal tubular girder rigidly connecting the 
lower end portions of Said front and rear posts, 
the rear post being relatively shorter than the 
front post and having an upwardly inclined ex 
tension provided with a horizontal end portion 
which is rigidly mounted on the upper end of 
the corresponding front post and projects there 
beyond, a rigid rectangular base assembly con 
necting said side frames having Spaced tubular 
front and rear tie-beams abutting and detach 
ably connected at their ends to the girders of Said 
side frames in proximity to the front and rear 
posts, tubular side bars rigidly connecting the 
end portions of said tie-beams, and a plurality of 
suitably spaced cross bars parallel to and in proX 
imity to said rear tie-beam welded at their ends 
to said tubular side bars, and a cantilever back 
board Support detachably connected to and ex 
tending forwardly from the upper end portions of 
the front posts. 

5. A basketball apparatus comprising a rec 
tangular skeletonized standard having two par 
allel side frames, each side frame including a 
vertical tubular front post, a rear post parallel 
to the front post, and a horizontal tubular girder 
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rigidly connecting the lower portions of said . 
front and rear posts, the rear post being rela 
tively shorter than the front post and having an 
upwardly inclined extension rigidly mounted on 
the upper end of the front post and extending 
horizontally therebeyond, a rigid rectangular 
base assembly connecting Said Side frames hav 
ing spaced tubular tie-beams of equal length 
abutting and detachably connected at their ends 
to the girders of Said side frames in proximity 
to the front and rear postS, tubular side bars 
rigidly connecting the end portions of said tie 
beams, and a plurality of Suitably Spaced croSS 
bars in proximity to said rear tie-beam welded 
at their ends to Said tubular Side bars, a yoke 
detachably mounted on said cross bars having 
means adapted to be detachably engaged by a 
floor anchorage, and a cantilever backboard Sup 
port detachably connected to and extending for 
Wardly from the upper end portions of the front 
postS. 

6. A basketball apparatus comprising a rec 
tangular skeletonized Standard having two par 
allel side frames, each side frame including a 
vertical tubular front post, a rear post parallel 
thereto and a horizontal tubular girder rigidly 
connecting the lower end portions of Said front 
and rear postS, the rear post of each side frame 
being relatively shorter than the front post and 
having an upwardly inclined extension welded 
to the upper end of the front post and presenting 
an end portion projecting horizontally beyond 

- Said front post, and Suitably spaced horizontal 
tubular tie-beams of equal length detachably 
connected at their ends to the respective side 
frames, a forwardly extending cantilever super 
structure detachably mounted on the horizontal 
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8 
end portions of the upwardly inclined sections 
of the rear post extending forwardly from the 
respective front posts thereof, and backboard 
supporting means on the free ends of said super 
structure for detachably Supporting a vertical 
backboard, a front frame assembly connecting 
the front posts comprising a diagonally trussed 
rectangular frame having tubular upper and 
lower transverse tie-beams with ends abutting 
and fitting the respective front posts With ScrewS 
extending therefrom through the respective postS, 
and nuts on said screws detachably engaging the 
respective posts. 

7. A basketball apparatus comprising a rec 
tangular skeletonized standard having two par 
allel side frames, each side frame including a 
vertical tubular front post, a rear post parallel 
to the front post and a horizontal tubular girder 
rigidly connecting the lower end portions of the 
front and rear posts, the rear post of each side 
frame being relatively shorter than the front 
post and having an upwardly inclined extension 
rigidly mounted on the upper end of the cor 
responding front post and projecting horizontally 
therebeyond, suitably spaced horizontal tubular 
tie-beams of equal length detachably connecting 
the posts and girders of the side frame, a for 
wardly extending cantilever Superstructure hav 
ing horizontal tubular members telescopically 
engaging and detachably Secured to the portions 
of said rear posts which project beyond the upper 
ends of the front posts, inclined struts connected 
to the end portions of the respective cantilever 
members detachably connected to the front posts, 
and a top frame reinforcing assembly detachably 
connecting the horizontal tubular cantilever . 
members comprising a diagonally trussed rec 
tangular frame having tubular front and real 
tie-beams With ends abutting and fitting the 
respective tubular members With Screws extend 
ing therefrom through Said members and nuts on 
the ends of Said Screws. 

8. A basketball apparatus comprising a rec 
tangular skeletonized standard having two inte 
gral parallel Side frames each including a ver 
tical front post having a rolling contact with the 
Supporting floor and a relatively short extensible 
rear post having an upwardly inclined extension 
welded to the upper end of the front post and 
projecting horizontally therebeyond and a girder 
Connecting the lower end portions of the front 
and rear posts, means connecting said side 
frames, a cantilever Superstructure forming a 
backboard Support extending horizontally from 
Said extensions, a backboard mounted vertically 
On the free end of Said cantilever, anchoring 
means mounted on the rear portion of said 
Standard, the relative lengths of said front and 
rear postS, the inclination of the rear post ex 
tension and the height of the upper edge of the 
backboard being such that when the standard is 
tipped forwardly about the lower ends of the 
front posts as a fulcrum, the backboard and the 
Support therefor will be lowered sufficiently to 
enable the apparatus to pass beneath a door 
lintel or beneath a vertical obstruction of a 
height, from the floor not exceeding the vertical 
height of the front posts. 

9. A basketball apparatus comprising a rec 
tangular skeletonized standard having two par 
allel permanently assembled side frames, each 
Side frame including a vertical tubular front post 
having a rolling contact with the supporting 
floor and being of a greater height than the 
jumping height of a player, a vertical tubular 
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rear post of substantially less height than that 
of the front post provided with an upwardly and 
forwardly inclined extension having a horizontal 
end portion resting upon and Welded to the upper 
end of the front post and projecting forwardly 
therebeyond, and a lower horizontal girder 
fixedly connecting the lower ends of the front 
and rear postS, Suitably Spaced horizontal tie 
beans of equal length respectively extending 
transversely between the front posts, the rear 
posts and the horizontal girders of the side 
frames and connected at their ends thereto, a 
long skeletonized cantilever construction having 
tubular horizontal members telescopically and 
detachably connected to the horizontal end por 
tions of the inclined extension of the rear posts, 
tie bars detachably connecting the horizontal 
tubular members of the cantilever construction, 
means for mounting a backboard upon the free 
end of the cantilever construction, and means for : 
detachably anchoring the rear portion of said 
Standard to the floor, whereby upon release of 
Said anchoring means the standard may be tipped 
forwardly about the lower ends of the front posts 
as a fulcrum thereby lowering the cantilever con 
Struction Sufficiently so that the entire assemi 
blage can be rolled beneath the lintel of a door 
or beneath an overlying structure of substantially 
less height from the floor than the vertical height 
of Said front posts. 

10. A basketball apparatus as defined in claim 
9, in which the vertical posts are provided a suit 
able distance from their upper ends with a short 
horizontal tubular member extending in paral 
lelism. With the horizontal tubular members of 
the cantilever construction, and braces secured 
to the end portions of said horizontal cantilever 
members telescopically and detachably connected 
to the short tubular members extending from 
said front posts, the horizontal members of the 
cantilever construction being telescopically and 
detachably Secured to the horizontally extending 
end portions of the rear posts thereby permitting 
detachment of the cantilever construction from 
the skeletonized standard. 

11. A basketball apparatus as defined in claim 
9, in which a backboard supporting frame is piv 
Otally mounted upon and extends upwardly from 
the free end of the cantilever construction with 
brace bars pivotally and detachably connected : 
at their ends respectively to the upper portion 
of the frame and to the horizontal members of 
the cantilever construction at a suitable distance 
therefron, whereby said supporting frame can 
be folded down upon the cantilever supporting 55 
Structure. 

12. A basketball apparatus as defined in claim 
11, in which the tie rods connecting the members 
of the side frames are detachably secured to the 
respective members thereof thereby enabling the 
Standard to be dismantled for convenient storage. 

13. A basketball apparatus comprising a rec 
tangular skeletonized standard having two par 
allel Side frames, each including a vertical tubu 
lar front post, a rear post parallel to the front 
post and a horizontal tubular girder rigidly con 
necting the lower portions of the front and rear 
postS, the rear post of each side frame being 
relatively shorter than the front post and having 
an upwardly inclined extension rigidly secured 
to and mounted on the upper end of the cor 
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10 
responding front post, said inclined extension 
presenting an end portion projecting horizontally 
beyond the front post, Suitably spaced horizontal 
tubular tie-beams of equal length connecting the 
girder of One Side frame to the girder of the other 
side frame, a forwardly extending cantilever 
Superstructure having horizontal tubular mem 
bers telescopically engaging and detachably 
Secured to the horizOntally projecting portions of 
said rear post extensions, and an inclined strut 
connected at its outer end to the Outer end por 
tion of each horizontal tubular member of the 
cantilever SuperStructure and detachably con 
nected at its inner end to the corresponding 

is front post. 
4. A basketball apparatus having provision for 

a clear vision of the basket from any Spectator 
position whether in the front or in the rear of 
the basket, said apparatus comprising a skeleton 
ized Standard rectangular in a horizontal direc 
tion and presenting two parallel permanently as 
Sembled skeleton Side frames, each side frame 
presenting a vertical front post of greater height 
than the jumping height of a player in action, 
a rear post parallel to the front post, and hori 
Zontal girders rigidly connecting the lower por 
tions of Said posts, the rear post of each side 
fraine being of leSS height than the front post 
thereof and having an upwardly and forwardly 
inclined extension presenting at its upper end 
a forwardly extending horizontal end portion 
which is welded to the top of the corresponding 
front post and extending forwardly therebeyond, 
tubular tie-beams rigidly connecting the two side 
frames, a backboard-supporting Superstructure 
comprising two relatively long forwardly extend 
iing horizontal cantilever members, one member 
detachably secured to the forwardly extending 
horizontal end portion of each rear post, means 
rigidly connecting Said cantilever members, a 
backboard-Supporting frame hingedly connected 
at its lower edge to the ends of the cantilever 
members and a transparent, basket-supporting 
backboard mounted in Said frame, said cantilever 
members being of a length to position the back 
board Supporting frame a considerable distance 
beyond the front posts and presenting a mini 
mum of interference with the view of the basket 
through the transparent backboard by spectators 
located in the rear of the backboard. 

RICHARD F. MOREY. 
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