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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Groree W. KEELER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
South Frankfort, in the county of Benzie and
State of Michigan, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Root-Cutters, of
which the following is a specification.

The invention relates to an improvement
in vegetable cutters and slicers designed par-
ticularly for use in slicing and splitting
Toots.

The main object of the present invention is
the production of a slicer designed for ready
and convenient operation in which the vege-
table is subjected to a slicing and splitting
action.

The preferred details of structure will be
described in the following specification, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved vegetable-cutter. Fig. 2 is a vertical
central section of the same. Fig. 3 is a per-
spective view of the knife or cutter. Fig. 4
is a perspective view of the stripper-board.

Referring to the drawings, wherein like
numerals of reference designate like parts
throughout the several views, 1 represents a
table of suitable dimensions formed with a
central opening 2, and 3 represents a hopper
supported on the table and extending verti-
cally therefrom, the interior of the hopper
being in communication with the opening 2
in the table, the side walls 4 of the hopper
projecting below the table and being con-
nected by cross walls or strips 5 to provide a
discharge-chute 6.

An operating-plate 7 is mounted for move-
ment longitudinally of the table, having an
edge bead 8 on the sides and ends thereof,
the side walls of the hopper proper terminat-
ing sufficiently above the table 1 to permit a
sliding movement of the operating-plate
therebeneath, said plate being formed with a
central feed-opening 9, practically coexten-
sive in width with the width of the plate.

10 represents a cutter comprising a single
metallic plate having sharpened side edges
and of a length to engage the opposite side
bead 8 -of the operating-plate, to which side
beads the cutter is terminally secured. The
cutter is mounted to overlie the opening 9 in
the operating-plate and is provided with de-
pending splitting-blades 11 in any desired
number and of a length to terminate imme-
diately above the operating-plate, as clearly

shown in Fig. 2. The splitting-fingers are
arranged a short distance inward from the
operative edge of the cutter, whereby to act
upon the material immediately subsequent
to the operation of said cutting edge.

12 represents what I term ‘‘stripper-
plates,” comprising narrow elongated strips
provided at their lower edges with laterally-
projecting stripper-fingers 13. The stripper-
plates are secured one to each side wall of the
hopper proper, immediately above the oper-
ating-plate, with the stripper-fingers pro-
jecting inward interiorly of the hopper and
in the path of the splitting-blades 11. The
fingers 13 are of such size and so spaced as to
fit easily between the splitting-blades 11,
carried by the cutter in the operation of the
latter, whereby to force the material from
between said splitting-blades and prevent
clogging thereof.

The operating-plate isreciprocated through
the medium .of a lever 14, pivotally con-
nected at 15 to the edge bead 8 at one end of
the operating-plate, one end of the lever be-
ing pivotally connected to a link 16, pivot-

ally supported from an arm 17, projected .

from the table. .

Assuming the parts constructed and ar-
ranged as described, the operation of my im-
proved vegetable-catter is as follows: Roots
or similar vegetables are fed into the hopper
mto the path of the cutter 10. The operat-
ing-plate carrying the cutter is reciprocated
through operation of the lever, causing the
cutter to slice the vegetable transverse its
length, while the splitting-blades 11 on the
respective edges of the cutter operate to split
the slice longitudinally into a plurality of
narrow strips. These strips are fed through
the opening 9 in the operating-plate and
through the discharge-chute 6 of the hopper
into any suitable receptacle. The stripper-
fingers operate to force the material from
between the splitting-blades in the recipro-
cating of the operating-plate, whereby clog-
ging 1s prevented and the eflective operation
of the device maintained.

It is evident that any suitable operating
mechanism may be substituted for the lever
described, and other changes in the details of
structure may be made; but 1 consider such
as within the scope and spirit of the present
invention.

It will be noted that under the construc-
tion described the cutter-carrying plate 7 is
operatively assembled with the table 1, hav-
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ing the hopper 3 by the stripper plates or
bars 12, which are secured exteriorly upon
the walls of the hopper and which are of such
dimensions as to extend between the beads 8
at the side edges of the cutter-carrying plate,
said stripper-bars being so mmounted as to bear
lightly against the upper surface of the cut-
ter-carrying plate. The latter may thus be
very conveniently removed when desired for
the purpose of sharpening the cutters or to
remove obstruections or for any other reason
that may render it desirable to disassemble
the parts. It will also be noted that the
constructionis one of extrene simplicity, the
parts being few and siwple and assembled or
put together in such a wanner that acci-
dental derange:nent is not liable to oceur.

Having now described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

In a device of the class described, a table
having an aperture, a hopper having side
walls secured upon and extending heneath
the side edges of the table and end walls ter-

minating above the upper surface of the lat-
ter, cross-strips connecting the side walls be-
low the table adjacent to the aperture, an
operating-plate supported to slide upon the
table beneath the lower edges of the end
walls of the hopper, said plate having beads
at the sides and ends thereof and a feed-ap-
erture, a cutter secured upon the side beads
of the plate above the feed-aperture and hav-
ing depending splitting-blades, stripper-bars
secured exteriorly upon the end wails of the
hopper above and contacting loosely with
the operating-plate which latter is thereby
operatively assembled :with. the table and
hopper, and a suitably-supported operating-
lever pivotally connected with the bead at
one end of the plate. ‘ :

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE W. KEELER.

Witnesses: .
H. 1. KerLER,
Sorursa L. KEELER.
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