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FREQUENCY AXIS 

N DIGITAL SYMBOLS 

e a s 

A communication method of a base station transmits a modu 
lation signal based on an OFDM (orthogonal frequency divi 
sion multiplexing) scheme to a plurality of communication 
terminals. The method includes using a transmission frame 
on which a first Subcarrier group and a second Subcarrier 
group are arranged, the first Subcarrier group on which a 
signal using a first transmission scheme is arranged, and the 
second Subcarrier group on which a signal using a second 
transmission scheme different from the signal using the first 
transmission scheme in transmission quality is arranged. The 
method also includes determining, on a per frame basis, 
which subcarrier group is allocated to each of the plurality of 
communication terminals and how many Subcarriers are allo 
cated to said each of the plurality of communication termi 
nals, and forming the transmission frame based on the deter 
mined information. The method further includes transmitting 
the modulation signal using the transmission frame. 
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WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS APPARATUS 
AND WIRELESS COMMUNICATION 

METHOD 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

0001. This application is a continuation application of 
pending U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/175,532, filed 
Jul. 18, 2008, which is a continuation application of U.S. 
patent application Ser. No. 10/486,916, filed Feb. 23, 2004, 
now U.S. Pat. No. 7,420,915, issued Sep. 2, 2008 which is a 
U.S. National Stage Application of International Application 
No. PCT/JP02/08451, filed Aug. 22, 2002, the disclosures of 
which are expressly incorporated by reference herein. The 
International Application was not published under PCT 
Article 21 (2) in English. 
0002 This application claims priority of Japanese Patent 
Application Nos. 2001-257027, filed Aug. 27, 2001 and 
2002-231976 filed Aug. 8, 2002, the disclosures of which are 
expressly incorporated by reference herein. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

0003. The present invention relates to a wireless commu 
nications apparatus and a wireless communications method 
applicable to a wireless communications system in which 
wireless transmission of information with high rate and high 
quality is required. 

BACKGROUND ART 

0004 Conventionally, various kinds of methods have been 
proposed and realized as a method for achieving high-speed 
and high-quality wireless transmission of a large bulk of 
information Such as image information, etc. For example, 
according to a CDMA scheme, transmission data is Subjected 
to spread processing by using a spreading code corresponding 
to each communications terminal for transmission thereof. In 
the CDMA scheme, this makes it possible to reduce interfer 
ences between transmission signals on wireless propagation 
paths, thereby making it further possible to obtain high-qual 
ity reception signals at receiver sides. 
0005 Recently, an OFDM-CDMA scheme, which is a 
combination of an OFDM modulation scheme and a CDMA 
scheme, has been drawing attention. The OFDM-CDMA 
scheme is broadly categorized into a time domain spreading 
scheme and a frequency domain spreading scheme. Herein, 
the frequency domain spreading scheme is explained. 
0006 FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram illustrating the state of 
digital symbols before modulation processing; whereas FIG. 
2 is a schematic diagram illustrating the layout of respective 
chips after modulation processing in the frequency domain 
spreading scheme. According to the frequency domain 
spreading scheme, each one symbol of N digital symbols 
which make up a serial data sequence (FIG. 1) is multiplied by 
a spreading code having a spreading factor of M. After 
spreading, Mchips in parallel are subjected to IFFT process 
ing sequentially on a symbol-by-symbol basis. As its result, N 
OFDM symbols for M sub-carriers are generated. That is, in 
the frequency domain spreading scheme, chips after spread 
ing are aligned along the direction of the frequency axis (FIG. 
2). In other words, the chips after spreading are placed on 
different sub-carriers respectively. 
0007 Here, if it is assumed that one digital symbol before 
modulation processing occupies a radio resource of a time 
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width Tanda frequency bandwidth B (FIG.1), it follows that, 
after the modulation processing, one chip occupies a time 
width of NXT and a frequency band width of B/N. Therefore, 
the area occupied in a time-frequency domain per one digital 
symbol becomes MxTxB after the modulation processing, 
which is M times of the area occupied by the one digital 
symbol before the modulation processing. 
0008 Herein, if it is assumed that the number of digital 
symbols N=8, and the spreading factor of M=8, are taken as 
an example, the signal pattern of OFDM symbols generated 
according to the frequency domain spreading scheme would 
be as illustrated in FIG. 3. As shown in this drawing, in the 
frequency domain spreading scheme, eight OFDM symbols 
are sequentially generated from t0 through tT, each corre 
sponding to its counterpart of eight digital symbols differen 
tiated from each other with different black/white shades and 
patterns on a time axis. During Such a generating process, 
eight chips for each digital symbol are allocated to different 
sub-carriers f1-f3 respectively. 
0009. By combining the OFDM modulation scheme and 
the CDMA modulation scheme as described above, it is pos 
sible to achieve an effective reuse, or to produce an effective 
statistical -multiplexing effect. In addition to that, it is pos 
sible to realize a high-speed data transmission which is faster 
than under a single-carrier CDMA transmission. It is noted 
that, the “reuse” means that an identical frequency is made 
usable both in adjacent cells. Also note that, the “statistical 
multiplexing effect” means such an efficiency that a greater 
number of user signals are accommodated in comparison 
with under consecutive transmission, where such accommo 
dation is made possible in conditions where timings at which 
a user has some data to transmit and timings at which the user 
does not have any data to transmit occur randomly in varying 
occurrences from user to user, achieved by the reduction of 
energy during time periods in which both communications 
parties do not transmit data. 
0010. By the way, recently, there have been demands for 
real-time transmission of large-capacity data Such as moving 
pictures, etc. In order to realize such transmission, it is nec 
essary to transmit data in a very high transmission rate by 
using a limited range of frequency bands. 
(0011 Though it is true that the OFDM-CDMA scheme 
offers a high-quality data transmission with a relatively high 
transmission rate, faster communications is demanded as 
described above. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

0012. An object of the present invention is to provide a 
wireless communications apparatus and a wireless commu 
nications method featuring a great excellence in terms of 
high-quality transmission and high-speed transmission. 
0013 This object is achieved by applying an OFDM 
modulation, which enables high-speed transmission, to trans 
mission data, while applying an OFDM-spread modulation, 
which excels in terms of transmission quality though it is a 
little inferior to the OFDM modulation in terms of the high 
speed transmission to some degree, to the transmission data, 
and by selectively assigning OFDM signals and OFDM 
spread signals (hereafter, the OFDM-spread signal is referred 
to as “OFDM-CDM signal’’) which are generated in accor 
dance with these two modulation Schemes to a transmission 
destination station and by transmitting thereof. Then, at a 
communications terminal, it is possible to achieve both high 
speed reception and high-quality reception in a compatible 
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manner by adaptively selecting and demodulating either of 
these two signals depending on its reception environment. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0014 FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating the state of digital 
symbols before OFDM-CDM processing: 
0015 FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating the layout of respec 

tive chips after modulation processing according to a fre 
quency domain spreading scheme: 
0016 FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating the signal pattern of 
OFDM symbols generated according to a frequency domain 
spreading scheme; 
0017 FIG. 4A is a diagram illustrating a configuration 
example of a communications frame according to the present 
invention; 
0018 FIG. 4B is a diagram illustrating a configuration 
example of a communications frame according to the present 
invention; 
0019 FIG. 5A is a diagram illustrating a configuration 
example of a communications frame according to the present 
invention; 
0020 FIG. 5B is a diagram illustrating a configuration 
example of a communications frame according to the present 
invention; 
0021 FIG. 6A is a diagram illustrating a layout example of 
control information symbols carrying frame configuration 
information in a communications frame; 
0022 FIG. 6B is a diagram illustrating a layout example of 
control information symbols carrying frame configuration 
information in a communications frame; 
0023 FIG. 7 is a block diagram illustrating the configura 
tion of a wireless base station apparatus according to Embodi 
ment 1 of the present invention; 
0024 FIG. 8 is a block diagram illustrating the configura 
tion of a communications terminal according to Embodiment 
1; 
0025 FIG. 9 is a diagram illustrating the location of a 
wireless base station apparatus and the locations of commu 
nication terminals, presented to Support descriptions of the 
operation according to Embodiment 1; 
0026 FIG. 10 is a diagram illustrating a configuration 
example of a communications frame according to Embodi 
ment 2 of the present invention; 
0027 FIG. 11 is a diagram illustrating a configuration 
example of a communications frame according to Embodi 
ment 2 of the present invention; 
0028 FIG. 12 is a diagram illustrating, in a separate man 
ner, the location of a wireless base station apparatus and the 
locations of communication terminals, presented to Support 
descriptions of the Switching in communications frames 
according to Embodiment 2: 
0029 FIG. 13 is a block diagram illustrating the configu 
ration of a wireless base station apparatus according to 
Embodiment 2 of the present invention; 
0030 FIG. 14 is a diagram illustrating the configuration of 
a transmission signal from a communications terminal 
according to Embodiment 2: 
0031 FIG. 15 is a block diagram illustrating the configu 
ration of a communications terminal according to Embodi 
ment 2: 
0032 FIG. 16 is a diagram illustrating a configuration 
example of a communications frame in a case where a time 
period for OFDM-CDM signal transmission and a time 
period for OFDM signal transmission are fixed: 
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0033 FIG. 17 is a diagram illustrating a configuration 
example of a communications frame in a case where a time 
period for OFDM-CDM signal transmission and a time 
period for OFDM signal transmission are fixed, and where the 
OFDM-CDM signal is subjected to multi-code multiplexing: 
0034 FIG. 18 is a diagram illustrating a configuration 
example of a communications frame in a case where a time 
period for OFDM-CDM signal transmission and a time 
period for OFDM signal transmission are variable in accor 
dance with the number of transmission terminals; 
0035 FIG. 19 is a diagram illustrating a configuration 
example of a communications frame in a case where a time 
period for OFDM-CDM signal transmission and a time 
period for OFDM signal transmission are variable in accor 
dance with the number of transmission terminals, and where 
the OFDM CDM signal is subjected to multi-code multiplex 
1ng 
0036 FIG. 20 is a diagram illustrating a configuration 
example of a communications frame in a case where fre 
quency bands for OFDM-CDM signal transmission and fre 
quency bands for OFDM signal transmission are fixed; 
0037 FIG. 21 is a diagram illustrating a configuration 
example of a communications frame in a case where fre 
quency bands for OFDM-CDM signal transmission and fre 
quency bands for OFDM signal transmission are fixed, and 
where the OFDM-CDM signal is subjected to multi-code 
multiplexing; 
0038 FIG. 22 is a diagram illustrating a configuration 
example of a communications frame in a case where fre 
quency bands for OFDM-CDM signal transmission and fre 
quency bands for OFDM signal transmission are variable in 
accordance with the number of transmission terminals; 
0039 FIG. 23 is a diagram illustrating a configuration 
example of a communications frame in a case where fre 
quency bands for OFDM-CDM signal transmission and fre 
quency bands for OFDM signal transmission are variable in 
accordance with the number of transmission terminals, and 
where the OFDM CDM signal is subjected to multi-code 
multiplexing; 
0040 FIG. 24 is a diagram illustrating a limit for the 
communications range of OFDM signals, a limit for the com 
munications range of OFDM-CDM signals, and the location 
of a communications terminal according to Embodiment 4: 
0041 FIG. 25 is a diagram illustrating the signal point 
constellation of an OFDM signal, and the signal point con 
stellation of an OFDM-CDM signal according to Embodi 
ment 4: 
0042 FIG. 26 is a block diagram illustrating the configu 
ration of a wireless base station apparatus according to 
Embodiment 4: 
0043 FIG. 27 is a diagram illustrating, the relation 
between a limit for the communication range of radio wave in 
1 GHz band and a limit for the communication range of radio 
wave in 30 GHz band; 
0044 FIG. 28 is a block diagram illustrating the configu 
ration of a wireless base station apparatus according to 
Embodiment 5; 
0045 FIG. 29 is a diagram illustrating the contents of a 
transmission signal from a wireless base station apparatus 
according to Embodiment 5; 
0046 FIG. 30 is a block diagram illustrating the configu 
ration of a communications terminal according to Embodi 
ment 5; 
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0047 FIG. 31 is a diagram illustrating the contents of a 
transmission signal from a communications terminal accord 
ing to the embodiment; 
0048 FIG. 32 is a block diagram illustrating the configu 
ration of a transmission section of a wireless base station 
apparatus according to other embodiment; 
0049 FIG.33 is a block diagram illustrating the configu 
ration of a reception section of a communications terminal 
according to other embodiment; 
0050 FIG. 34 is a block diagram illustrating the configu 
ration of a transmission section of a wireless base station 
apparatus according to other embodiment; and 
0051 FIG. 35 is a block diagram illustrating the configu 
ration of a reception section of a communications terminal 
according to other embodiment. 

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE 
INVENTION 

0052 Embodiments of the present invention will be 
described in detail below with reference to the accompanying 
drawings. 

Embodiment 1 

0053. In this embodiment, two transmission methods are 
proposed. The first method is a method for transmitting 
OFDM signals and OFDM-CDM signals with each signal 
allotted to each different time under the frame configuration 
of transmission signals as illustrated in FIG. 4A and FIG. 4B, 
where the OFDM signal and the OFDM-CDM signal are 
placed in a mixed manner on an identical frequency band 
when viewed on frequency-time axial relationships, and 
either one of the signals is aligned along the direction of the 
frequency axis at each point in time when viewed on the same 
relationships. This makes it possible for a communications 
terminal side to selectively receive and demodulate OFDM 
signals or OFDM-CDM signals by selectively extracting a 
signal at each point in time. 
0054 The second method is a method for transmitting 
OFDM signals and OFDM-CDM signals with both types of 
the two signals allotted to an identical-time under the frame 
configuration of transmission signals as illustrated in FIG. 5A 
and FIG. 5B, where the OFDM signal and the OFDM-CDM 
signal are placed in a mixed manner on an identical time when 
viewed on frequency-time axial relationships, and either one 
of the signals is aligned along the direction of the time axis at 
each frequency band when viewed on the same relationships. 
This makes it possible for a communications terminal side to 
selectively receive and demodulate OFDM signals or OFDM 
CDM signals by selectively extracting a signal at each fre 
quency band. 
0055. Further, as illustrated in FIG. 6, control information 
symbols are aligned therein and are sent together with OFDM 
signals and OFDM-CDM signals, where such a symbol con 
tains frame configuration information indicating at which 
positions the OFDM signals are placed in the transmission 
frame and at which positions the OFDM-CDM signals are 
placed in the same. 
0056. In FIG. 7, reference numeral 1 denotes the configu 
ration of a wireless base station apparatus according to 
Embodiment 1 of the present invention as a whole. Wireless 
base station apparatus 1 accepts the input of a transmission 
digital signal D1 at serial/parallel converting section (S/P) 2. 
Meanwhile, after spreading of a transmission digital signal 
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D1 by means of a predefined spreading code at spreading 
section 4, wireless base station apparatus 1 accepts the input 
of the spread signal at serial/parallel converting section (S/P) 
5. In addition, wireless base station apparatus 1 accepts the 
input of a frame configuration signal D5 at serial/parallel 
converting section (S/P) 8, where the signal D5 indicates a 
frame configuration for a case where OFDM signals and 
OFDM-CDM modulation signals are mixed. 
0057. Herein, serial/parallel converting sections (S/P)2.5, 
and 8 form frame configuration section 9, which functions as 
means for frame configuration. That is, frame configuration 
section 9 performs serial-to-parallel conversion processing 
on transmission data so as to configure a transmission frame 
in which OFDM signals and OFDM-CDM signals are mixed 
as illustrated in FIG. 4A, FIG. 4B, FIG.5A, or FIG. 6B. 
0058. For example, as illustrated in FIG. 4A and FIG. 4B, 
in a case where a transmission frame is configured in Such a 
way that OFDM signals and OFDM-CDM signals are placed 
in a mixed manner on an identical frequency band and either 
one of the signals is aligned along the direction of the fre 
quency axis at each point in time, wireless base station appa 
ratus 1 outputs parallel signal D2, which is obtained by per 
forming serial-to-parallel conversion on transmission digital 
signal D1 to split it into the number of sub-carriers, from 
serial/parallel converting section (S/P) 2 at Some points in 
time. Then, at Some other points in time, wireless base station 
apparatus 1 outputs parallel signal D3, which is obtained by 
performing serial-to-parallel conversion on spread transmis 
sion digital signal D1 to split it into the number of sub 
carriers, from serial/parallel converting section (S/P) 5. 
0059. Additionally, for example, as illustrated in FIG. 5A 
and FIG. 5B, it is possible to configure a transmission frame 
in which the OFDM signals and the OFDM-CDM signals are 
placed in a mixed manner on an identical time and either one 
of the signals is aligned along the direction of the time axis at 
each frequency band, where such a configuration is achieved 
by, for example, outputting 2 streams of parallel signal D2 for 
2 sub-carriers from serial/parallel converting section (S/P) 2 
while outputting 4 streams of parallel signal D3 for 4 sub 
carriers from serial/parallel converting section (S/P) 5. 
0060. By performing inverse discrete Fourier transform 
processing on inputted parallel signals D2, D3, and frame 
configuration parallel signals, Inverse Discrete Fourier Trans 
form (IDFT) section forms transmission data D4 in which 
frame configuration information signals, OFDM signals, 
OFDM-CDM modulation signals are mixed. 
0061. In this way, serial/parallel converting section (S/P)2 
and Inverse Discrete Fourier Transform (IDFT)3 combine to 
function as OFDM modulation means for forming OFDM 
signals by performing orthogonal frequency division multi 
plexing processing on transmission signals. In addition, 
spreading section 4, serial/parallel converting section (S/P) 5. 
and Inverse Discrete Fourier Transform (IDFT)3 combine to 
function as OFDM-spread modulation means for forming 
OFDM-CDM signals by performing spreading processing 
and orthogonal frequency division multiplexing processing 
on transmission signals. 
0062 Wireless section 6 performs predetermined radio 
processing such as digital-to-analog conversion, up-conver 
Sion, etc. on transmission signal D4 in which OFDM signals 
and OFDM-CDM signals are mixed, and sends out the pro 
cessed signals to transmission power amplifying section 7. 
The signal amplified at transmission power amplification sec 
tion 7 is sent out to antenna AN 1. In this way, mixed signals 
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containing OFDM signals and OFDM-CDM modulation sig 
nals are transmitted from wireless base station apparatus 1. 
0063) Next, the configuration of a communications termi 
nal which receives mixed signals containing OFDM signals 
and OFDM-CDM signals sent from wireless base station 
apparatus 1 is illustrated in FIG.8. Communications terminal 
10 accepts the input of reception signal S10 containing the 
mixture of OFDM signals and OFDM-CDM signals received 
by antenna AN 2 into wireless section 11. After performing 
predetermined radio processing Such as down-conversion, 
analog-to-digital conversion processing, etc. on reception 
signal S10, wireless section 11 sends out the processed signal 
to Discrete Fourier Transform (DFT) section 12. 
0064 Discrete Fourier Transform section 12 performs dis 
crete Fourier transform processing on reception mixture sig 
nals, and sends reception parallel signals obtained by the DFT 
processing to each of parallel/serial (P/S) converting sections 
13, 14, and 18. Receiving the reception parallel signal as its 
input, parallel/serial converting section 13 converts a signal 
which corresponds to an OFDM-modulated signal at the 
transmission side into a serial signal, and sends the converted 
signal out to the next section, that is, demodulation section15. 
Demodulation section 15 performs demodulation processing 
such as QPSK demodulation on inputted signals. This allows 
transmission data before being subjected to OFDM modula 
tion to be recovered. 
0065. On an another line, receiving the reception parallel 
signal as its input, parallel/serial converting section 14 con 
verts a signal which corresponds to an OFDM-CDM-modu 
lated signal at the transmission side into a serial signal, and 
sends the converted signal out to the next section, that is, 
despread section 16. Despread section 16 performs despread 
processing on inputted serial signals by using the same spread 
code as that used at the transmission side, and sends out the 
despread signal to demodulation section 17. Demodulation 
section 17 performs demodulation processing such as QPSK 
demodulation on inputted signals. This allows transmission 
data before being subjected to OFDM-CDM modulation to be 
recovered. 
0066. In addition, parallel/serial converting section 18 
performs parallel-to-serial conversion on a reception parallel 
signal to send it out to control information demodulation 
section 19. Control information demodulation section 19 
demodulates frame configuration information. The frame 
configuration information is used as control information for 
demodulation section 15, despread section 16, and demodu 
lation section 17. This allows demodulation section 15 to 
demodulate OFDM signals only out of mixed signals con 
taining the OFDM signals and OFDM-CDM signals. Like 
wise, this allows despread section 16 and demodulation sec 
tion 17 to demodulate OFDM-CDM signals only out of mixed 
signals containing OFDM signals and the OFDM-CDM sig 
nals. 

0067 Next, with reference to FIG. 9, the operation of 
Embodiment 1 is explained. Here, it is assumed that commu 
nications terminal A and communications terminal B are 
located at positions which are remote from wireless base 
station apparatus 1, whereas communications terminal C is 
located at a position which is relatively close to wireless base 
station apparatus 1. The area inside the circle shown with a 
solid ellipse represents an area AR 1 where it is possible to 
receive OFDM-CDM signals with a high quality, while the 
area inside the circle shown with a dotted ellipse represents an 
area AR 2 where it is possible to receive OFDM signals with 
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a high quality. This difference in coverage areas is attributable 
to whether a spectrum spread scheme is used or not. 
0068. As described above, wireless base station apparatus 
1 originates mixture signals in which OFDM signals and 
OFDM-CDM signals are mixed to each of communications 
terminals A-C. Under Such conditions, because it is possible 
to receive OFDM signals with a good quality at communica 
tions terminal C which is located at a relatively closer position 
to wireless base station apparatus 1, it is possible thereat to 
use signals originated by employing an OFDM modulation 
scheme as recovered data. 
0069. In contrast, because it is not possible to receive 
OFDM-modulated signals with a good quality at communi 
cations terminals A and B each of which is located at a 
relatively farther position away from wireless base station 
apparatus 1, it follows that signals originated by employing 
an OFDM-CDM modulation scheme are used thereat as 
recovered data. 
0070. By this means, it is possible for communications 
terminal C to acquire reception data both with a good recep 
tion quality and with a high transmission rate. On the other 
hand, at communications terminals A and B, it is possible to 
acquire reception data with a good reception quality although 
its transmission rate is a little inferior to that of communica 
tions terminal C. 
0071. Herein, assuming a case where signal transmission 
is done by using an OFDM scheme only, although it is pos 
sible for all of communication terminals A-C to receive sig 
nals at a high transmission rate, there is a fear of a substantial 
decrease in transmission efficiency due to degradation in 
reception quality at communications terminals A and B which 
are remote from wireless base station apparatus 1, which 
might end up in requiring retransmission of the same data. 
Assuming another case where signal transmission is done by 
using an OFDM-CDM scheme only, although it is possible 
for all of communication terminals A-C to receive signals 
with a good reception quality, its transmission rate will be 
lower in comparison with a case where an OFDM scheme is 
employed. 
0072 Thus, according to the above configuration, it is 
possible to realize wireless base station apparatus 1 and a 
wireless communications method for achieving both high 
speed and high-quality communications in a compatible man 
ner, which is realized by performing OFDM modulation and 
OFDM-CDM modulation on transmission data and by trans 
mitting mixed signals which contain the mixture of two types 
of modulation signals formed by the two modulation 
schemes, that is, OFDM signals and OFDM-CDM signals. 

Embodiment 2 

0073. This embodiment proposes the switching of modu 
lation schemes for signals addressed to each communication 
terminal in advance between OFDM signals and OFDM 
CDM signals in accordance with estimated radio propagation 
conditions with communication terminals at other ends, 
which includes, for example, reception electric field intensity, 
Doppler frequency, disturbance wave intensity, multi-path 
conditions, delay profile, direction of arrival, polarization 
conditions, and so forth. 
0074. In addition, this embodiment further proposes the 
Switching of modulation schemes for signals addressed to 
each communication terminal in advance between OFDM 
signals and OFDM-CDM signals in accordance with a 
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requested transmission rate, requested modulation scheme, 
requested transmission quality and so on from the communi 
cations terminal. 
0075 More specifically, as illustrated in FIG. 10 and FIG. 
11, the percentage of OFDM signals is reduced when the 
number of communication terminals enjoying good radio 
propagation conditions is small as illustrated in FIG. 10(A) 
and FIG. 11(A). Contrarily, in a case where the number of 
communication terminals enjoying good radio propagation 
conditions is large, the percentage of OFDM signals is raised 
as illustrated in FIG. 10(B) and FIG. 11(B). 
0076 Not limited to the method for selecting whether 
OFDM signal transmission is done or OFDM-CDM signal 
transmission is done depending on radio propagation condi 
tions such as reception electric field intensity, Doppler fre 
quency, disturbance wave intensity, multi-path conditions, 
delay profile, direction of arrival, polarization conditions, and 
So forth, it may alternatively be configured in Such a way that 
selection between OFDM signal transmission and OFDM 
CDM signal transmission is made in accordance with recep 
tion quality. 
0077. Further alternatively, in place of radio propagation 
conditions or reception quality, or in addition to these factors, 
it may be configured in Such a manner that a communication 
terminal makes selection as to whether OFDM signal trans 
mission or OFDM-CDM signal transmission is done as illus 
trated in FIG.10(A), FIG.10(B), FIG.11(A), and FIG.11(B) 
in accordance with a request transmission rate, request modu 
lation scheme, request transmission quality which the termi 
nal demands. 
0078. By this means, according to a wireless communica 
tions method of the present embodiment, it is possible to 
reduce unnecessary data transmission because only signals 
under modulation schemes matching with radio propagation 
conditions for each communication terminal or conforming 
to a request from each communications terminal are trans 
mitted. Consequently, in addition to the effective utilization 
of limited propagation path resources, it becomes possible to 
increase the actual data transmission efficiency of a wireless 
base station apparatus. 
0079 More specifically, when considering reception qual 

ity, in a case where the number of communication terminals 
which are positioned at relatively long distances from wire 
less base station apparatus 20 (communication terminals 
A-D) is larger and the number of communication terminals 
which are positioned at relatively short distances from wire 
less base station apparatus 20 (communication terminal E) is 
smaller as illustrated in FIG. 12(A), the configuration of a 
communications frame is made as in FIG. 10(A) or FIG. 
11(A). Contrarily, in a case where the number of communi 
cation terminals which are positioned at relatively short dis 
tances from wireless base station apparatus 20 (communica 
tion terminals C-E) is larger and the number of 
communication terminals which are positioned at relatively 
long distances from wireless base station apparatus 20 (com 
munication terminals A and B) is smaller as illustrated in FIG. 
12(B), the configuration of a communications frame is made 
as in FIG. 10(B) or FIG.11(B). However, the above descrip 
tion does not always hold when information requested by 
communications terminals is taken into consideration. 
0080 FIG. 13 illustrates the configuration of wireless base 
station apparatus 20 according to the present embodiment. In 
FIG. 13, reference numeral illustrates a wireless base station 
apparatus as a whole. Wireless base station apparatus 20 
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accepts the input of a reception signal received by antenna AN 
20 at wireless section 23. After performing predetermined 
radio processing such as down-conversion, analog-to-digital 
conversion processing, etc. on an inputted signal, wireless 
section 23 sends out the processed quadrature base-band sig 
nal to detection section 24. 

I0081. Detection section 24 detects the inputted signal to 
send out the detected reception signal S20 to data detection 
section 25. Herein, reception signal S20 after detection takes 
a format as illustrated in FIG. 14. That is, in addition to data 
symbols S21 and S23 and unique word S22, radio propaga 
tion conditions estimation information S24 and request infor 
mation S27 is added. This radio propagation conditions esti 
mation information S24 is information on a signal received by 
a communications terminal Such as its multi-path, electric 
field intensity, Doppler frequency, interference power, distur 
bance wave intensity, delay profile, direction of wave arrival, 
polarization conditions, and so forth. Request information 
S27 is information indicating the request transmission rate, 
request modulation scheme, request transmission quality, 
which are requested by each communications terminal. 
I0082 Data detection section 25 splits reception signals 
S20 after detection into data symbols S21 and S23, radio 
propagation conditions estimation information S25, and 
request information S27, and outputs data symbols S21 and 
S23 as reception data, and in addition, sends out radio propa 
gation conditions estimation information S25 and request 
information S27 to frame configuration determination sec 
tion 26. 

I0083 Based on radio propagation conditions estimation 
information S25 and request information S27, frame configu 
ration determination section 26 determines the frame con 
figuration of a transmission signal, and outputs the determi 
nation as frame configuration information S26. More 
specifically, frame configuration determination section 26 
makes selection as to whether OFDM signals are transmitted 
or OFDM-CDM signals are transmitted to each communica 
tions terminal based on radio propagation conditions estima 
tion information S25 and request information S27, and then 
determines a transmission frame as illustrated in FIG. 10 and 
FIG. 11 in accordance with the selection result. Frame con 
figuration determination section 26 sends out the determined 
frame configuration information S26 to each serial/parallel 
(S/P) converting section 30,33, and 36 in frame configuration 
Section 37. 

I0084. For example, an OFDM-CDM scheme is selected in 
a case where radio propagation conditions estimation infor 
mation S25 indicating the existence of a plurality of delay 
waves having high electric field intensity (indicating a large 
effect from the delay waves) is received as the result of mea 
suring a delay profile, whereas an OFDM scheme is selected 
in a case where radio propagation conditions estimation infor 
mation S25 indicating the non-existence delay waves having 
high electric field intensity is received. 
0085. In addition, an OFDM-CDM scheme is selected in a 
case where radio propagation conditions estimation informa 
tion S25 indicating reception polarization conditions which is 
significantly different from transmission polarization is 
received as the result of measuring polarization conditions, 
whereas an OFDM scheme is selected in a case where radio 
propagation conditions estimation information S25 indicat 
ing reception polarization conditions which is approximately 
the same as transmission polarization is received. 
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I0086) Next, an explanation is given here on the transmis 
sion system of wireless base station apparatus 20. Wireless 
base station apparatus 20 accepts the input of a transmission 
digital signal D20 at serial/parallel converting section (S/P) 
30. In addition, frame configuration information S26 which is 
determined by frame configuration determination section 26 
is inputted into serial/parallel converting section30. Based on 
frame configuration information S26, serial/parallel convert 
ing section 30 performs serial-to-parallel conversion process 
ing on the inputted transmission digital signal D20, and sends 
out the parallel signal D21 to Inverse Discrete Fourier Trans 
form (IDFT) section 31. 
0087 Transmission digital signal D20 is also inputted into 
spread section 32. Spread section 32 performs spread pro 
cessing on the transmission digital signal D20 by means of a 
predefined spreading code, and sends out the resultant spread 
signal to serial/parallel converting section (S/P) 33. In addi 
tion, frame configuration information S26 is inputted into 
serial/parallel converting section33. Based on frame configu 
ration information S26, serial/parallel converting section 33 
performs serial-to-parallel conversion processing on the 
inputted signal, and sends out resultant parallel signal D22 to 
Inverse Discrete Fourier Transform (IDFT) section 31. In 
addition, frame configuration information S26 is inputted 
into Inverse Discrete Fourier Transform section 31 through 
serial/parallel converting section 36. 
0088 Inverse Discrete Fourier Transform section 31 per 
forms inverse discrete Fourier transform processing on the 
inputted parallel signal D21, OFDM-CDM parallel signal 
D22, and the frame information signal. Through this process 
ing, transmission signal D23 is formed, in which the frame 
information signal, OFDM signal, and OFDM-CDM signal 
are mixed. 
0089 Wireless section 34 performs predetermined radio 
processing such as digital-to-analog conversion, up-conver 
Sion, etc. on transmission signal D23, and sends out the pro 
cessed signal to transmission power amplifying section 35. 
The signal amplified at transmission power amplification sec 
tion 35 is sent out to antenna AN 20. In this way, a selection 
is made between an OFDM signal and an OFDM-CDM sig 
nal at wireless base station apparatus 20 depending on radio 
propagation environment for each communications terminal 
orinaccordance with the terminal's request, and transmission 
is carried out by arranging OFDM signals and/or OFDM 
CDM signals addressed to a plurality of communications 
terminals in a transmission frame. 

0090 Next, the configuration of a communications termi 
nal which receives mixed signals containing OFDM signals 
and OFDM-CDM signals sent from wireless base station 
apparatus 20 is illustrated in FIG. 15. In FIG. 15, parts/ 
components/sections corresponding to those in FIG. 8 
described above are denoted with the same reference numer 
als as those in the corresponding figure. A redundant expla 
nation is omitted for the parts/components/sections denoted 
with the same reference numerals because their functions are 
similar to the above corresponding descriptions. 
0091. The reception system of communications terminal 
40 is provided with radio propagation conditions estimation 
section 43. Based on an output from Discrete Fourier Trans 
form section 12, radio propagation conditions estimation sec 
tion 43 estimates the reception quality of a reception signal as 
propagation environment by measuring the multi-path, elec 
tric field intensity, Doppler frequency, interference power, 
disturbance wave intensity, delay profile, direction of wave 
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arrival, polarization conditions, etc., of the reception signal, 
and sends out the estimated radio propagation conditions 
estimation information D41 to transmission data formation 
section 44. 

0092. Transmission data formation section 44 accepts the 
input of transmission data D40, radio propagation conditions 
estimation information D41 estimated by radio propagation 
conditions estimation section 43, and request information 
D42. Transmission data formation section 44 forms transmis 
sion data S20 in the frame configuration illustrated in FIG. 14, 
and sends the formed data out to quadrature base-band signal 
formation section 45. A transmission quadrature base-band 
signal formed by quadrature base-band signal formation sec 
tion 45 is Subjected to predetermined radio processing such as 
digital-to-analog conversion, up-conversion, etc., at wireless 
section 46, and the radio-processed signal is outputted to the 
next section, transmission power amplification section 47. 
The signal amplified at transmission power amplification sec 
tion 47 is sent out to antenna AN 40. 

0093. Herein, request information D42 may be a request 
transmission rate, request modulation scheme, and request 
transmission quality, which is demanded by a user of a com 
munications terminal; or alternatively, it may be a required 
transmission rate, modulation scheme, and transmission 
quality, which is inevitably determined in accordance with 
the specific requirements of transmission content such as 
images, Sounds, etc at the time of transmission content deter 
mination. In this way, communications terminal 40 transmits 
information on radio propagation conditions between wire 
less base station apparatus 20 and the terminal itself and 
request information to wireless base station apparatus 20. 
0094 Thus, according to the above configuration, it is 
possible to reduce unnecessary data transmission in addition 
to effects produced in Embodiment 1, which is realized by 
performing OFDM modulation and OFDM-CDM modula 
tion on transmission data and by transmitting just only signals 
under modulation schemes matching with radio propagation 
conditions for each communication terminal or conforming 
to a request from each communications terminal. Conse 
quently, in addition to the effective utilization of limited 
propagation path resources, it becomes possible to increase 
the actual data transmission efficiency of a wireless base 
station apparatus. 
0.095 Incidentally, assuming that a communications ter 
minal takes an initiative in switching between an OFDM 
scheme and an OFDM-CDM scheme, the terminal selects 
either the OFDM scheme or the OFDM-CDM Scheme based 
on estimated radio propagation environment and request 
information, and sends request information to a base station. 
Based on the request information from the terminal, the frame 
configuration determination section of the base station deter 
mines whether to transmit data in an OFDM scheme or in an 
OFDM-CDM scheme, and outputs frame configuration sig 
nal S26. 

0096 Contrarily to that, when a base station takes an ini 
tiative for Switchover, a communications terminal sends esti 
mated radio propagation conditions information and request 
information to the base station. In accordance with the radio 
propagation conditions information and the request informa 
tion from the terminal as well as communications traffic, 
frame configuration determination section 26 of the base 
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station determines whether to transmit data in an OFDM 
scheme or in an OFDM-CDM scheme, and outputs frame 
configuration signal S26. 

Embodiment 3 

0097. In the above-described Embodiment 2, though an 
explanation is given on a case where a transmission signal to 
each communications terminal is Switched between an 
OFDM signal and an OFDM-CDM signal in accordance with 
the reception quality at a communications terminal or a 
request from the communication terminal, this embodiment 
proposes some preferred arrangements of OFDM signals and 
OFDM-CDM signals mixed in a transmission frame when 
Switching these two modulation signals over. 
0098 CD First, as illustrated in FIG. 16, a method which 
uses fixed time withina frame, that is, a fixed time t10-t11 for 
OFDM-CDM signal transmission and a fixed time t11-t12 
for OFDM signal transmission is proposed. 
0099. Here, FIG. 16 illustrates the frame configuration of 
one burst of signals transmitted by a base station, where 
symbols denoted as A, B, C, D, and E represent transmission 
symbols addressed to terminal A, terminal B, terminal C. 
terminal D, and terminal E respectively. It is assumed that the 
layout of OFDM symbols and OFDM-CDM symbols in one 
burst is fixed. That is, with respect to time-frequency axes, a 
4x6 pattern of OFDM symbols and a 6x6 pattern of OFDM 
CDM symbols are fixedly laid out in one frame. 
0100. Then, as illustrated in FIG. 12(A), in a case where 
terminal A, terminal B, terminal C, and terminal Dare located 
in an OFDM-CDM reception area encircling base station 20 
while terminal E only is located in an OFDM reception area 
encircling the same, base station 20 transmits each OFDM 
CDM signal addressed to terminal A, terminal B, terminal C. 
or terminal D at each time segment by separating OFDM 
CDM signal transmission time t10-t11 into a plurality of time 
segments as illustrated in FIG.16(A). Base station 20 trans 
mits an OFDM signal destined for terminal E during OFDM 
signal transmission time t11-t12. 
0101. On the contrary, as illustrated in FIG. 12(B), in a 
case where terminal A, terminal B are located in an OFDM 
CDM reception area encircling base station 20 while terminal 
C. terminal D, and terminal E are located in an OFDM recep 
tion area encircling the same, base station 20 transmits each 
OFDM-CDM signal addressed to terminal A or terminal Bat 
each time segment by separating OFDM-CDM signal trans 
mission time t10-t11 into a plurality of time segments as 
illustrated in FIG. 16(B). Base station further transmits an 
OFDM signal destined for terminal C, terminal D, or terminal 
E at each time segment by separating OFDM signal transmis 
sion time t11-t12 into a plurality of time segments. 
0102. As described above, it becomes possible for each 
reception terminal A-E to demodulate a signal addressed to 
the reception terminal station itself easily regardless of 
whether the addressed signal is OFDM-CDM processed one 
or OFDM processed one, where such easy reception is 
achieved by fixedly allocating OFDM-CDM signal transmis 
sion time t10-t11 and OFDM signal transmission time 
t11-t12 in one transmission frame so that the reception side is 
able to separate demodulation processing time for a received 
frame into an OFDM-CDM demodulation processing time 
and an OFDM demodulation processing time. 
0103 Incidentally, though FIG. 16 illustrates data sym 
bols only, if a control symbol which indicates at which time 
segment a symbol for each terminal is allocated is placed, for 
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example, at the starting position of a transmission frame, it 
then becomes possible for a reception terminal receiving the 
frame to demodulate data destined for the reception station 
itself easily by referring to such a control symbol. This holds 
also for FIG. 17 FIG. 23 below. 
0104. Here, terminal C is taken as an example. Assuming 
that terminal C is configured as illustrated in FIG. 15, terminal 
C performs OFDM-CDM demodulation processing during 
time t10-t11 in one transmission frame, and performs OFDM 
demodulation processing during time t11-t12 in the same. 
0105 Actually, in a case where a signal addressed to ter 
minal C is one which is OFDM-CDM processed as illustrated 
in FIG.16(A), just only the signal addressed to the terminal 
station itself is demodulated at and outputted from demodu 
lation section 17 after despread section 16. On the contrary, in 
a case where a signal addressed to terminal C is one which is 
OFDM processed as illustrated in FIG. 16(B), no signal is 
outputted through despread section 16 and demodulation sec 
tion 17, and instead, only the signal addressed to the terminal 
station itself is demodulated at and outputted from demodu 
lation section 15 after parallel/serial converting section 13. 
Incidentally, it is possible to recognize at which time segment 
during OFDM time interval t11-t12 a signal addressed to 
terminal E is allocated by referring to control information 
(not shown in FIG.) added at the beginning of the frame. 
Namely, terminal C is configured in Such a manner that con 
trol information demodulation section 19 recognizes the allo 
cation position of an OFDM symbol addressed to the terminal 
station itself and that demodulation section 17 selects the 
symbol addressed to the terminal station itself to extract the 
selected symbol. 
0106. As described above, the first proposed method allo 
cates OFDM-CDM signal transmission time t10-t11 and 
OFDM signal transmission time t11-t12 in a fixed manner in 
one transmission frame so that, when Switching is made 
selectively between an OFDM-CDM signal and an OFDM 
signal destined for each terminal A-E, each signal is laid out 
to allow an OFDM-CDM signal or an OFDM signal 
addressed to each terminal fits within each fixed time seg 
ment; this makes processing easier at the time of configuring 
a transmission frame, and in addition to that, makes demodu 
lation processing easier at the time of demodulating the 
received transmission frame at a transmission destination 
station because the transmission destination station is able to 
separate demodulation processing time for the received frame 
into an OFDM-CDM demodulation processing time and an 
OFDM demodulation processing time. Consequently, it is 
possible to simplify system design. 
01.07 (2) FIG. 17 illustrates the second method in which 
OFDM signals and OFDM-CDM signals are mixed in one 
transmission frame. According to this method, the same 
frame configuration is taken as in method (D, except that 
OFDM-CDM signals are subjected to multi-code multiplex 
ing by using spreading codes varying from one terminal to 
another in this method. That is, according to this method, 
OFDM-CDM signal transmission time t10-t11 and OFDM 
signal transmission time t11-t12 are fixedly allocated, and in 
addition, OFDM-CDM signals are subjected to multi-code 
multiplexing to spread chips for each terminal along the 
directions of the frequency axis and the time axis. 
0.108 Incidentally, FIG. 17(A) shows a frame format 
when OFDM-CDM signals are transmitted to terminals A-D. 
and an OFDM signal is transmitted to terminal E, whereas 
FIG. 17(B) shows another frame format when OFDM-CDM 
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signals are transmitted to terminals A and B, and OFDM 
signals are transmitted to terminals C, D, and E. 
0109 Likewise the case of (D, the second proposed 
method allocates OFDM-CDM signal transmission time 
t10-t11 and OFDM signal transmission time t11-t12 in a 
fixed manner in one transmission frame so that, when Switch 
ing is made selectively between an OFDM-CDM signal and 
an OFDM signal destined for each terminal A-E, each signal 
is laid out to allow an OFDM-CDM signal oran OFDM signal 
addressed to each terminal fits within each fixed time seg 
ment, which simplifies system design. 
0110 (3) FIG. 18 illustrates the third method in which 
OFDM signals and OFDM-CDM signals are mixed in one 
transmission frame. This method allocates OFDM-CDM sig 
nal transmission time t20-t21, t20-t23 and OFDM signal 
transmission time t21-t22, t23-t22 in a variable manner in 
one transmission frame in accordance with the number of 
terminals to which each modulation signal is transmitted. 
0111 For example, in FIG. 18(A), a shorter time t21-t22 

is allocated for OFDM signal transmission in one transmis 
sion frame because there is only one terminal to which an 
OFDM signal should be transmitted, that is, terminal E. On 
the other hand, according to FIG. 18(B), a longer time 
t23-t22 in comparison with time t21-t22 is allocated for 
OFDM signal transmission in one transmission frame 
because there are more terminals to which OFDM signals 
should be transmitted, that is, terminals C, D, and E. 
0112. It is noted that, according to this method, because a 
certain fixed time is allocated to each of terminals A-E, it 
becomes possible to achieve fairness in the volume of trans 
mission data allowed to be received by each terminal. 
0113 For example, compared with a case in FIG. 16 
described in (D, because the method in FIG.16 allocates time 
for transmission of OFDM-CDM signals and time for trans 
mission of OFDM signals in a fixed manner regardless of the 
number of terminals to which OFDM-CDM signals should be 
transmitted and the number of terminals to which OFDM 
signals should be transmitted, a situation could occur where a 
certain terminal(s) is allowed to receive a larger Volume of 
transmission data while other terminal(s) is allowed to 
receive a smaller Volume of transmission data accordingly. 
0114 More specifically, in a case where terminal E is only 
one to which an OFDM signal should be transmitted as illus 
trated in FIG.16(A), terminal E is allowed to receive a larger 
volume of data because it is possible to allocate the entire time 
oft11-t12 to transmission signals destined for terminal E. In 
contrast, transmission data per terminal for other terminals 
A-D is smaller inevitably because it is necessary to transmit 
data for the 4 terminals within time t10-t11 under such allo 
cation. 

0115. As described above, it is possible to achieve fairness 
of data transmission in terms of the Volume of transmission 
data for each terminal by allocating a fixed time to each 
terminal while allocating OFDM-CDM signal transmission 
time t20-t21, t20-t23 and OFDM signal transmission time 
t21-t22, t23-t22 in a variable manner in one transmission 
frame: 
0116 (4) FIG. 19 illustrates the fourth method in which 
OFDM signals and OFDM-CDM signals are mixed in one 
transmission frame. According to this method, the same 
frame configuration is taken as in method (3), except that 
OFDM-CDM signals are subjected to multi-code multiplex 
ing by using spreading codes varying from one terminal to 
another in this method. That is, according to this method, a 
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fixed time is allocated to each terminal while OFDM-CDM 
signal transmission time t20-t21, t20-t23 and OFDM signal 
transmission time t21-t22, t23-t22 is allocated in a variable 
manner in one transmission frame in accordance with the 
number of terminals to which each modulation signal is trans 
mitted, and in addition, OFDM-CDM signals are subjected to 
multi-code multiplexing to spread chips for each terminal 
along the directions of the frequency axis and the time axis. 
0117 Incidentally, FIG. 19(A) shows a frame format 
when OFDM-CDM signals are transmitted to terminals A-D. 
and an OFDM signal is transmitted to terminal E, whereas 
FIG. 19(B) shows another frame format when OFDM-CDM 
signals are transmitted to terminals A and B, and OFDM 
signals are transmitted to terminals C, D, and E. 
0118 Likewise the method (3), according to this method, 

it is possible to achieve fairness of data transmission in terms 
of the Volume of transmission data for each terminal. 
0119) (5) FIG. 20 illustrates the fifth method in which 
OFDM signals and OFDM-CDM signals are mixed in one 
transmission frame. According to this method, Sub-carriers 
for transmission of OFDM-CDM signals and sub-carriers for 
transmission of OFDM signals are fixedly allocated. 
I0120 Specifically, as illustrated in FIG. 12(A), in a case 
where terminal A, terminal B, terminal C, and terminal Dare 
located in an OFDM-CDM reception area encircling base 
station 20 while terminal E only is located in an OFDM 
reception area encircling the same, base station 20 transmits 
OFDM-CDM signals addressed to respective terminals by 
separating OFDM-CDM signal transmission frequency band 
f10-f11 into a plurality of sub-carriers and by allocating the 
divided sub-carriers respectively to terminal A, terminal B, 
terminal C, and terminal Das illustrated in FIG.20(A). Base 
station 20 transmits an OFDM signal destined for terminal E 
with OFDM signal transmission frequency band f11-fl2. 
I0121 On the contrary, as illustrated in FIG. 12(B), in a 
case where terminal A, terminal B are located in an OFDM 
CDM reception area encircling base station 20 while terminal 
C. terminal D, and terminal E are located in an OFDM recep 
tion area encircling the same, base station 20 transmits each 
OFDM-CDM signal addressed to terminal A or terminal B 
with each sub-carrier by separating OFDM-CDM signal 
transmission frequency f10-f11 into a plurality of sub-carri 
ers and by allocating the divided sub-carriers to OFDM-CDM 
signals addressed to terminal A, terminal B respectively as 
illustrated in FIG. 200B). Base station 20 further transmits 
OFDM signals destined respectively for terminal C, terminal 
D, and terminal E with respective divided sub-carriers by 
separating OFDM signal transmission frequency band 
f11-fl2 into a plurality of sub-carriers and by allocating the 
divided sub-carriers for OFDM signal transmission to the 
respective terminals. 
I0122. As described above, it becomes possible for each 
reception terminal A-E to demodulate a signal addressed to 
the reception terminal station itself easily regardless of 
whether the addressed signal is OFDM-CDM processed one 
or OFDM processed one, where such easy reception is 
achieved by fixedly allocating OFDM-CDM signal transmis 
sion frequency band f10-f11 and OFDM signal transmission 
frequency f11-fl2 in one transmission frame so that the 
reception side is able to separate demodulation processing 
frequency band for a received frame into an OFDM-CDM 
demodulation processing frequency band and an OFDM 
demodulation processing frequency band. 
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(0123. That is, on the precondition that OFDM-CDM sig 
nal transmission frequency band f10-fl1 and OFDM signal 
transmission frequency band f11-fl2 are fixedly allocated in 
one transmission frame as described above, it is possible to 
separate reception signals into OFDM-CDM signals and 
OFDM signals by, for example, splitting signals into fre 
quency band f10-fl1 and frequency band f11 f12 at wireless 
section 11 in FIG. 15. Then, the signals in frequency band 
f10-fl1 go through DFT 12, PS 14, despread section 16, and 
demodulation section 17, where the signals are subjected to 
OFDM-CDM demodulation processing to be outputted as 
demodulation signals, and in addition, the signals in fre 
quency band f11-fl2 go through DFT 12, P/S 13, and 
demodulation section 15, where the signals are subjected to 
OFDM demodulation processing to be outputted as demodu 
lation signals. 
0124 (6) FIG. 21 illustrates the sixth method in which 
OFDM signals and OFDM-CDM signals are mixed in one 
transmission frame. According to this method, the same 
frame configuration is taken as in method (5), except that 
OFDM-CDM signals are subjected to multi-code multiplex 
ing by using spreading codes varying from one terminal to 
another in this method. That is, according to this method, 
OFDM-CDM signal transmission frequency band f10-f11 
and OFDM signal transmission frequency band f11-fl2 are 
fixedly allocated, and in addition, OFDM-CDM signals are 
Subjected to multi-code multiplexing to spread chips for each 
terminal along the directions of the frequency axis and the 
time axis. 

0.125 Incidentally, FIG. 21(A) shows a frame format 
when OFDM-CDM signals are transmitted to terminals A-D. 
and an OFDM signal is transmitted to terminal E, whereas 
FIG. 21(B) shows another frame format when OFDM-CDM 
signals are transmitted to terminals A and B, and OFDM 
signals are transmitted to terminals C, D, and E. 
0126 Likewise the case of (5), the sixth proposed method 
allocates OFDM-CDM signal transmission frequency band 
f10-fl1 and OFDM signal transmission frequency band 
f11-fl2 in a fixed manner in one transmission frame so that, 
when switching is made selectively between an OFDM-CDM 
signal and an OFDM signal destined for each terminal A-E, 
each signal is laid out to allow an OFDM-CDM signal or an 
OFDM signal addressed to each terminal fits within each 
fixed frequency band, which simplifies system design. 
O127 (7) FIG.22 illustrates the seventh method in which 
OFDM signals and OFDM-CDM signals are mixed in one 
transmission frame. This method allocates OFDM-CDM sig 
nal transmission frequency band f20-f21, f20-f23 and 
OFDM signal transmission frequency band f21-f22, f23-f22 
in a variable manner in one transmission frame in accordance 
with the number ofterminals to which each modulation signal 
is transmitted. 
0128. For example, in FIG. 22(A), a narrower frequency 
band f21-f22 is allocated for OFDM signal transmission in 
one transmission frame because there is only one terminal to 
which an OFDM signal should be transmitted, that is, termi 
nal E. On the other hand, according to FIG. 22(B), a wider 
frequency band f23-f22 in comparison with frequency band 
f21-f22 is allocated for OFDM signal transmission in one 
transmission frame because there are more terminals to which 
OFDM signals should be transmitted, that is, terminals C, D, 
and E. 
0129. It is noted that, according to this method, because a 
certain fixed frequency band (Sub-carrier) is allocated to each 
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of terminals A-E, it becomes possible to achieve fairness in 
the volume of transmission data allowed to be received by 
each terminal. 
0.130 For example, compared with a case in FIG. 20 
described in (5), because the method in FIG. 20 allocates 
frequency band for transmission of OFDM-CDM signals and 
frequency band for transmission of OFDM signals in a fixed 
manner regardless of the number of terminals to which 
OFDM-CDM signals should be transmitted and the number 
ofterminals to which OFDM signals should be transmitted, a 
situation could occur where a certain terminal(s) is allowed to 
receive a larger Volume of transmission data while other 
terminal(s) is allowed to receive a smaller volume of trans 
mission data accordingly. 
I0131. As described above, it is possible to achieve fairness 
of data transmission in terms of the Volume of transmission 
data for each terminal by allocating a fixed frequency band 
(sub-carrier) to each terminal while allocating OFDM-CDM 
signal transmission frequency band f20-f21, f20-f23 and 
OFDM signal transmission frequency band f21-f22, f23-f22 
in a variable manner in one transmission frame. 
(0132 FIG. 23 illustrates the eighth method in which 
OFDM signals and OFDM-CDM signals are mixed in one 
transmission frame. According to this method, the same 
frame configuration is taken as in method (7), except that 
OFDM-CDM signals are subjected to multi-code multiplex 
ing by using spreading codes varying from one terminal to 
another in this method. That is, according to this method, a 
fixed frequency band is allocated to each terminal while 
OFDM-CDM signal transmission frequency band f20-f21, 
f20-f23 and OFDM signal transmission frequency band 
f21-f22, f23-f22 is allocated in a variable manner in one 
transmission frame in accordance with the number of termi 
nals to which each modulation signal is transmitted, and in 
addition, OFDM-CDM signals are subjected to multi-code 
multiplexing to spread chips for each terminal along the 
directions of the frequency axis and the time axis. 
0.133 Incidentally, FIG. 23(A) shows a frame format 
when OFDM-CDM signals are transmitted to terminals A-D. 
and an OFDM signal is transmitted to terminal E, whereas 
FIG. 23(B) shows another frame format when OFDM-CDM 
signals are transmitted to terminals A and B, and OFDM 
signals are transmitted to terminals C, D, and E. 
0.134. Likewise the method (7), according to this method, 

it is possible to achieve fairness of data transmission in terms 
of the Volume of transmission data for each terminal. 

Embodiment 4 

0.135 This embodiment proposes a method for mitigating 
adverse effects on a reception terminal in a situation where 
base stations adjacent to each other transmit mixed signals of 
OFDM-CDM signals and OFDM signals. 
0.136. A system configuration as shown in FIG. 24 is 
assumed here. In FIG. 24, a limit for the communications 
range of OFDM-CDM signals sent from base station A is 
shown as AR 11, while a limit for the communications range 
of OFDM signals sent from the same is shown as AR 10. In 
addition, a limit for the communications range of OFDM 
CDM signals from base station B is shown as AR 21, while a 
limit for the communications range of OFDM signals from 
the same is shown as AR 20. 
I0137 Here, in comparison with OFDM signals, OFDM 
CDM signals are addressed to terminals located at relatively 
greater distances away from the base station; therefore, it is 



US 2010/009801.6 A1 

possible to conceive that the transmission signal level of 
OFDM-CDM signals might better be set larger than that of 
OFDM signals in order to enhance their reception quality at 
OFDM-CDM reception terminals. However, if the transmis 
sion level of OFDM-CDM signals are made greater, there is 
an adverse possibility that the greater level will interfere with 
OFDM signals in other adjacent cells to cause degradation in 
their reception quality in the OFDM communications area. 
0138. Therefore, in this embodiment, as illustrated in FIG. 
25, the signal point layout is devised in Such a configuration 
that the distancera which is from an OFDM-CDM processing 
signal point denoted as a filled circle O to the origin point on 
the I-Q plane is set longer than the distance rb which is from 
an OFDM processing signal point denoted as an open circle o 
to the origin point on the I-Q plane, and in addition, the phase 
of the OFDM-CDM processing signal point O and the phase 
of the OFDM processing signal pointo are shifted from each 
other. It is noted that, though FIG.25 illustrates a signal point 
layout for QPSK modulation, the present invention is not 
limited to QPSK modulation but also applicable to other 
modulation schemes similarly. 
0.139. By this means, the greater signal level of OFDM 
CDM signals makes it possible to reduce degradation in the 
reception quality of OFDM signals in other adjacent cell due 
to interference from the OFDM-CDM signals, in addition to 
enhancing the reception quality of the OFDM-CDM signals. 
0140. The configuration of a base station which forms 
transmission signals as described above is illustrated in FIG. 
26. In FIG. 26 where the same reference numerals as in FIG. 
7 are used for parts/sections/components corresponding to 
those shown in said corresponding figure, wireless base sta 
tion apparatus 50 is configured to perform separate modula 
tion processing at modulation section 51 where modulation 
signals for OFDM processing are formed and at modulation 
section 52 where modulation signals for OFDM-CDM pro 
cessing are formed. That is, modulation section 52 performs 
modulation processing in Such a way that the signal level of 
symbols after modulation thereat becomes larger than the 
level at modulation section 51, and in addition, the phase of 
symbols after modulation thereat becomes shifted from the 
phase at modulation section 51. Specifically, it is possible to 
implement Such modulation processing easily by staggering 
mapping positions of signal points. 
0141 Under a configuration as described above, as shown 
in FIG. 24, it is assumed here that a terminal is located at a 
place outside the area limit for OFDM communications from 
base station A, AR 10, but inside the area limit for OFDM 
CDM communications from base station A, AR 11, and thus 
receives OFDM-CDM signals from base station A. Under 
such a situation, the terminal hardly suffers from interference 
caused by other OFDM-CDM signals transmitted from base 
station B to other terminal station thanks to the mismatch in 
spreading codes, nor is the terminal affected so severely by 
interference from OFDM signals addressed to other terminal 
station thanks to the mismatch in signal point positions. Con 
sequently, it is possible to gain OFDM-CDM demodulation 
signals with a good quality. 
0142 Assuming another case where a terminal is located 
at a place inside the area limit for OFDM communications 
from base station A, AR 10, thus receiving OFDM signals 
from base station A, then, the terminal hardly suffers from 
interference from OFDM-CDM signals transmitted from 
base station B to other terminal station thanks to the mismatch 
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in signal point positions. Consequently, it is possible to gain 
OFDM demodulation signals with a good quality. 
0143. It is noted that, though the above description 
assumes that the signal level of OFDM-CDM signals is set 
greater than the signal level of OFDM signals, it is possible to 
achieve the same effect as that even when the signal level of 
OFDM signals is set greater than the signal level of OFDM 
CDM signals, contrarily to the above description. 
0144. Alternatively, it is also effective to adopt a configu 
ration in which a selection is made as to which signal level 
should be made greater depending on whether a terminal in 
question is located at a place inside the area limit for OFDM 
signal communications AR 10 or at the area for OFDM-CDM 
signal communications AR 11. For example, in a situation 
where the terminal is located inside OFDM communications 
area limit AR 10, it is possible to receive OFDM signals 
addressed to the terminal station itself with a sufficient recep 
tion level and also to make the reception less Susceptible to 
adverse effects from OFDM-CDM signals sent from base 
station B by making the transmission level of the OFDM 
signals larger than the transmission level of OFDM-CDM 
signals. 
(0145 On the other hand, when the terminal is located at 
OFDM-CDM communications area AR 11, it is possible to 
receive OFDM-CDM signals addressed to the terminal sta 
tion itself with a sufficient reception leveland also to make the 
reception less susceptible to adverse effects from OFDM 
signals sent from base station B by making the transmission 
level of the OFDM-CDM signals larger than the transmission 
level of OFDM signals. 
0146. As described above, the mismatched layout between 
the signal points of OFDM-CDM signals and the signal 
points of OFDM signals makes it possible to reduce interfer 
ence caused by different modulation signals from other adja 
cent cell (that is, OFDM-CDM signals from other cell when 
signals addressed to the terminal station are OFDM signals, 
or OFDM signals from other cell when signals addressed to 
the terminal station are OFDM-CDM signals), which makes 
it further possible to gain demodulation signals with a good 
quality. 
0147 Thus, according to the above configuration, it is 
possible to mitigate interference caused by signals transmit 
ted from other station in a situation where OFDM signals and 
OFDM-CDMA are transmitted in a mixed manner by placing 
the signal point positions of the OFDM signals not matching 
with the signal point positions of the OFDM-CDM signals: 
accordingly, in addition to effects produced by Embodiment 
1 and Embodiment 2, it is possible to further enhance recep 
tion quality. 

Embodiment 5 

0148 First, an explanation is given here on the principle of 
this embodiment. Though the communications area for a high 
frequency radio wave is relatively limited due to its large 
attenuation, Such a radio wave is Suitable for high-speed data 
communications thanks to the wide availability of a fre 
quency bandwidth. On the other hand, though a low fre 
quency radio wave is inferior to a high frequency counterpart 
in terms of high-speed data communications due to the nar 
row availability of a frequency bandwidth, such a radio wave 
offers wider communications area thanks to its Small attenu 
ation. 
0149 Focusing on this point, this embodiment proposes 
that communications with terminals located in a communi 
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cations area closer to a base station should be conducted by 
using a high frequency radio wave and communications with 
terminals located in a communications area farther from the 
base station should be conducted by using a low frequency 
radio wave. This makes it possible to achieve high-speed data 
communications with a reliable communications quality at 
the communications area closer to the base station, and to 
conduct communications with mitigated degradation in qual 
ity at the communications area farther from the base station. 
Consequently, it is possible to realize both high-speed com 
munications and high-quality communications in a compat 
ible manner. 

0150 FIG. 27 illustrates one example of the positional 
relationships between base station 100 and terminal 200 in 
this embodiment, where AR 31 denotes a communications 
area limit for a transmission signal sent in 1 GHz frequency 
band from base station 100 whereas AR 30 denotes a com 
munications area limit for a transmission signal sent in 30 
GHz frequency band from base station 100. In this embodi 
ment, it is assumed that communications is conducted in the 
30 GHz frequency band in a case where terminal 200 is 
located inside communications area limit AR30, whereas it is 
assumed that communications is conducted in the 1 GHz 
frequency band in a case where terminal 200 is located out 
side communications area limit AR30 but inside communi 
cations area limit AR 31. 

0151. It is further assumed in this embodiment that termi 
nal 200 estimates radio propagation conditions based on a 
signal received from base station 100, and base station 100 
determines in which frequency band base station 100 should 
send a transmission signal to terminal 200 based on radio 
propagation conditions information which base station 100 
receives from terminal 200. It is noted that the above deter 
mination on which frequency band should be used for signal 
transmission does not necessarily have to be made based on 
radio propagation conditions estimated by terminal 200; for 
example, alternatively, it may be determined based on radio 
propagation conditions estimated by base station 100, or it 
may be determined based on other request from terminal 200 
(e.g. requested transmission rate, requested modulation 
scheme, requested transmission quality, etc.), or further alter 
natively, it may be determined simply based on information 
on distance from base station 100. 

0152 FIG.28 illustrates the configuration of wireless base 
station apparatus 100 according to the present embodiment. 
First, an explanation is given on transmission system. Wire 
less base station apparatus 100 accepts the input of a trans 
mission digital signal D100 at modulation section 101 and at 
modulation section 102. In addition, control information 
S100 which is determined by transmission method determi 
nation section 111 is inputted into modulation section 101 
and modulation section 102. When the control signal S100 
indicates 1 GHz communications, modulation section 101 
modulates the transmission digital signal to output a trans 
mission quadrature base-band signal for 1 GHZ communica 
tions. When the control signal S100 indicates 30 GHz com 
munications, modulation section 102 modulates the 
transmission digital signal to output a transmission quadra 
ture base-band signal for 30 GHz, communications. 
0153. The transmission quadrature base-band signals for 1 
GHz communications and for 30 GHz communications are 
inputted into wireless sections 103 and 104 respectively, and 
in addition, the control signal S100 is also inputted therein. 
When the control signal S100 indicates 1 GHz band commu 
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nications, wireless section 103 up-converts the transmission 
quadrature base-band signal for 1 GHZ communications into 
a signal in 1 GHz band radio frequency. When the control 
signal S100 indicates 30 GHz band communications, wire 
less section 104 up-converts the transmission-quadrature 
base-band signal for 30 GHZ communications into a signal in 
30 GHz band radio frequency. 
0154 By this means, transmission digital signal D100 is 
outputted from antenna 105 as a transmission signal in 1 GHz 
band in a case where the control signal S100 indicates 1 GHz 
band communications, whereas transmission digital signal 
D100 is outputted from antenna 106 as a transmission signal 
in 30 GHz band in a case where the control signal S100 
indicates 30 GHz band communications. Incidentally, in this 
embodiment, it is assumed that a transmission signal in 5 
MHz bandwidth with a center frequency of 1 GHz is output 
ted from antenna 105, while a transmission signal in 100 MHz 
bandwidth with a center frequency of 30 GHz, is outputted 
from antenna 106. 

0155 FIG. 29 illustrates the format of transmission sig 
nals outputted from antennae 105 and 106. Added to data 
symbols, estimation symbols which are used for estimating 
radio propagation conditions at the side of terminal 200, and 
control symbols which notify terminal 200 as to which fre 
quency band of signal is transmitted in order to control the 
reception demodulation operation of terminal 200, are trans 
mitted. This estimation symbol and control symbol may alter 
natively be prefixed or suffixed to a data symbol, or they may 
be transmitted in every set interval. 
0156 With reference now back to FIG. 28, the configura 
tion of reception system of wireless base station apparatus 
100 is explained here. When wireless base station apparatus 
100 receives a signal from terminal 200 at antenna 107, the 
received signal is sent out to demodulation section 109 via 
wireless section 108. The signal demodulated at demodula 
tion section 109 is sent out to signal de-multiplex section 110. 
Signal de-multiplex section 110 de-multiplexes the demodu 
lated reception signal into data signal S200, radio propagation 
conditions estimation information S201, and request infor 
mation S202, and the section 110 sends out the radio propa 
gation conditions estimation information S201 and the 
request information S202 to transmission method determina 
tion section 111. Here, the radio propagation conditions esti 
mation information S201 is information which indicates 
reception quality when terminal 200 receives a signal from 
wireless base station apparatus 100. Request information 
S202 is information indicating the request transmission rate, 
request modulation scheme, request transmission quality, 
which are requested by terminal 200. 
0157. In addition to the radio propagation conditions esti 
mation information S201 and the request information S202, 
communications traffic information S203 from RNC (Radio 
Network Controller) is inputted into transmission method 
determination section 111, and based on these information, 
transmission method determination section 111 determines 
which signal, either 1 GHz band signal or 30 GHz band 
signal, should be transmitted to each terminal 200, and out 
puts the result of the determination as control signal S100 for 
controlling modulation sections 101 and 102 and wireless 
sections 103 and 104. Specifically, as long as communica 
tions traffic allows, a 1 GHz signal is transmitted when radio 
propagation conditions is poor while a 30 GHZ signal is 
transmitted when radio propagation conditions is good. 
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0158. As described above, wireless base station apparatus 
100 according to the present embodiment is configured to 
perform transmission by making selection as to whether 
transmission is made to its target terminal with a transmission 
digital signal in 1 GHz band or in 30 GHz band in accordance 
with radio propagation conditions information or request 
information sent from the terminal at the other end of com 
munications. 
0159. Next, with reference to FIG.30, the configuration of 
communication terminal 100 which conducts communica 
tion with wireless base station apparatus 100 is explained. 
Communication terminal 200 is devised to receive and 
demodulate a 1 GHz band signal or a 30 GHz band signal 
transmitted from wireless base station apparatus 100 in a 
selective manner. 
0160 First, an explanation is given on reception system. 
Communication terminal 200 accepts the input of a signal 
received by antenna 201 at 1 GHz band reception processing 
section 203, and terminal 200 also accepts the input of a 
signal received by antenna 202 at 30 GHz band reception 
processing section 204. Wireless section 205 in 1 GHz band 
reception processing section 203 applies a 1 GHz, carrier to 
the received signal. On the other hand, wireless section 206 in 
30 GHz band reception processing section 204 applies a 30 
GHZ carrier to the received signal. By this means, detection 
processing is performed on the 1 GHz band reception signal 
and the 30 GHz band reception signal, and the processed 
signals are sent out to demodulation section 207 and demodu 
lation section 208, and radio propagation conditions estima 
tion section 209 and radio propagation conditions estimation 
section 210 respectively. 
0161 Demodulation processing sections 207 and 208 per 
form demodulation processing respectively on the signals 
after the radio processing, and sends out the demodulated 
signals to selection section 211. In accordance with control 
information contained in the demodulated signals (that is, 
information indicating in which band, 1 GHz band or 30 GHz 
band, base station 100 transmitted transmission data to the 
terminal), the section 211 outputs either one of the output 
signal from demodulation section 207 and the output signal 
from demodulation section 208 in a selective manner. This 
makes it possible for the terminal to receive and demodulate 
the transmission data to obtain a reception digital signal 
regardless of whether wireless base station apparatus 100 
transmitted the transmission data by piggybacking thereof 
onto a 1 GHz, carrier or onto a 30 GHz, carrier. 

0162 Radio propagation conditions estimation sections 
209 and 210 estimate communication conditions in 1 GHz 
band and communication conditions in 30 GHz band respec 
tively based on known signals provided for estimation of 
radio propagation conditions in output signals from wireless 
section 205 and wireless section 206. Specifically, these sec 
tions estimate radio propagation conditions with the base 
station at the other end in 1 GHz band and GHz band respec 
tively by measuring the reception signals on their multi-path, 
electric field intensity, Doppler frequency, interference 
power, disturbance wave intensity, delay profile, direction of 
wave arrival, polarization conditions, and so forth. 
0163 Herein, because a signal having traveled in 1 GHz 
band tends to be degraded in a different degree from a signal 
having traveled in 30 GHz band (for example, as described 
above, a signal having traveled in 30 GHz band attenuates in 
a greater degree over a propagation path), a value estimated at 
radio propagation conditions estimation section 209 and a 
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value estimated at radio propagation conditions estimation 
section 210 differ from each other. Radio propagation condi 
tions estimation information S300 estimated at radio propa 
gation conditions estimation section 209 and radio propaga 
tion conditions estimation information S301 estimated at 
radio propagation conditions estimation section 210 are sent 
out to information generation section 212 on transmission 
system. 
0164. In addition to two radio propagation conditions esti 
mation information S300 and S301, transmission data D200 
and request information S302 is inputted into information 
generation section 212. Information generation section 212 
forms a signal having a frame format as illustrated in FIG.31 
out of these data and information. This signal is Subjected to 
modulation at modulation section 213, and the signal is sent 
out from antenna 215 after being up-converted into radio 
frequency at wireless section 214. 
0.165. As described above, communication terminal 200 is 
devised to perform selective demodulation of 1 GHz signals 
and 30 GHz signals transmitted from wireless base station 
apparatus 100, and also to notify communication conditions 
in 1 GHz band and communication conditions in 30 GHz 
band to wireless base station 100. 
0166 Thus, according to the above configuration, it is 
possible to realize both high-speed communications and 
high-quality communications in a compatible manner, 
achieved by selecting either one of different frequency bands 
in accordance with radio propagation conditions between a 
transmission destination station and the transmitting station 
itself or in accordance with a request from the transmission 
destination station. 

Other Embodiments 

0.167 Though the above Embodiment 1 describes a case 
where a wireless base station apparatus is configured as illus 
trated in FIG. 7, it may be alternatively configured as illus 
trated in FIG. 32. That is, wireless base station apparatus 300 
shown in FIG. 32 where identical reference numerals are 
assigned for parts corresponding to those in FIG. 7 has a 
configuration in which the connected positions of spreading 
section 4 and serial/parallel converting section 5 are reversed. 
That is, each data after serial-to-parallel conversion is pro 
cessed for spreading at spreading section 4. 
0.168. Likewise, though Embodiment 1 describes a case 
where a communication terminal is configured as illustrated 
in FIG. 8, it may be alternatively configured as illustrated in 
FIG.33. That is, communication terminal 310 shown in FIG. 
33 where identical reference numerals are assigned for parts 
corresponding to those in FIG. 8 has a configuration in which 
the connected positions of despread section 16 and parallel/ 
serial converting section 14 are reversed. Namely, signals 
after despread processing at despread section 16 is processed 
for parallel-to-serial conversion. 
(0169. In addition, transmission section 21 of wireless base 
station apparatus 20 according to the above Embodiment 2 
may be alternatively configured as illustrated in FIG.34. That 
is, transmission section320 shown in FIG.34 where identical 
reference numerals are assigned for parts corresponding to 
those in FIG. 13 has a configuration in which the connected 
positions of spreading section 32 and serial/parallel convert 
ing section 33 are reversed. That is, each data after serial-to 
parallel conversion is processed for spreading at spreading 
section 32. 
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0170 In the same manner, reception section 42 of com 
munication terminal 40 according to Embodiment 2 may be 
alternatively configured as illustrated in FIG. 35. That is, 
reception section 330 shown in FIG. 35 where identical ref 
erence numerals areassigned for parts corresponding to those 
in FIG. 15 has a configuration in which the connected posi 
tions of despread section 16 and parallel/serial converting 
section 14 are reversed. Namely, signals after despread pro 
cessing at despread section 16 is processed for parallel-to 
serial conversion. 
0171 Furthermore, the above described Embodiments 1 
through 3 describe a case where communication terminals 10 
and 40 recover original data of OFDM signals by having 
mixed signals pass through parallel/serial converting section 
13 and demodulation section 15 while the terminals 10 and 
recover original data of OFDM-CDM signals by having 
mixed signals pass through parallel/serial converting section 
14, despread section 16, and demodulation section 17 as a 
method for recovering original OFDM signal data and origi 
nal OFDM-CDM signal data out of the mixed signals con 
taining the OFDM signals and the OFDM-CDM signals: 
however, the present invention is not limited to such a con 
figuration. 
0172 For example, it may be alternatively configured to 
extract OFDM signals out of mixed signals beforehand, and 
to recover original data of OFDM signals by having the 
extracted signals go through parallel/serial converting section 
13 and demodulation section 15. Likewise, it may be alterna 
tively configured to extract OFDM-CDM signals out of 
mixed signals beforehand, and to recover original data of 
OFDM-CDM signals by having the extracted signals go 
through parallel/serial converting section 14, despread sec 
tion 16, and demodulation section 17. 
0173. In addition, in the above-described Embodiment 2, 
though an explanation is given on a case where a transmission 
signal to each communications terminal is Switched between 
an OFDM signal and an OFDM-CDM signal in accordance 
with the reception conditions of a transmission target com 
munications terminal, the present invention is not limited to 
Such a case; alternatively, it is possible to produce the same 
effects as those in the above Embodiment 2 by adopting a 
configuration to transmit OFDM signals to a communications 
terminal when the distance to the terminal is shorter than a 
predetermined value and to transmit OFDM-CDM signals to 
the communications terminal when the distance to the termi 
nal is longer than the predetermined value, determined 
depending the distance to the terminal. 
0.174 Furthermore, the above Embodiments 1 through are 
described with an example where a wireless communication 
apparatus according to the present invention is applied to a 
wireless base station apparatus, assuming that transmission is 
made from a wireless base station apparatus to a communi 
cation terminal; however, the present invention is not limited 
to such an example but is also applicable broadly to other 
communications between communication terminals conduct 
ing wireless communication between them. 
0175 Moreover, the above embodiments describe a case 
where a transmission signal is Switched adaptively between 
an OFDM signal and an OFDM-CDM signal or between a 
high frequency signal and a low frequency signal depending 
on radio propagation conditions between the transmitting 
station and a target station at the other end of communication, 
however, it may be alternatively configured to Switch a modu 
lation scheme adaptively depending on any one of delay 
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profile information, arrival direction information, and polar 
ization conditions information sent from the station at the 
other end of communication. 

0176 For example, QPSK modulation is applied on a 
transmission signal in a case where a delay profile measured 
at the communication station at the other end indicates the 
existence of a plurality of delay waves having high electric 
field intensity (indicating a large effect from the delay waves), 
while 16 QAM modulation is applied on a transmission signal 
in a case where the reception indicates the non-existence of 
delay waves having high electric field intensity. 
0177. In addition, QPSK modulation is applied on a trans 
mission signal in a case where polarization conditions mea 
Sured at the communication station at the other end indicates 
that reception polarization conditions is significantly differ 
ent from transmission polarization, whereas 16 QAM modu 
lation is applied in a case where received polarization condi 
tions is approximately the same as transmission polarization. 
By doing so, it is possible to conduct both high-speed com 
munication and high-quality communication in a compatible 
manner likewise the above embodiments. 

0.178 The present invention is not limited to the above 
described embodiments but can be embodied in its variations 
and alterations. 

0179 A wireless communication apparatus according to 
the present invention adopts a configuration which comprises 
an OFDM modulation section that forms OFDM signals by 
performing orthogonal frequency division multiplex process 
ing on transmission signals; an OFDM-spread modulation 
section that forms OFDM-spread signals by performing 
spreading processing and orthogonal frequency division mul 
tiplex processing on transmission signals; a frame configura 
tion section that configures a transmission frame in which the 
OFDM signals formed by said OFDM modulation section 
and the OFDM-spread signals formed by said OFDM-spread 
modulation section are mixed; and a transmission section that 
transmits transmission frame signals configured by said 
frame configuration section. 
0180 According to this configuration, it is possible to 
transmit data in a very high transmission rate under OFDM 
modulation, and in addition, it is possible to transmit data in 
a higher quality under OFDM-spread modulation than under 
OFDM modulation, although it is slightly inferior to OFDM 
modulation interms of high rate transmission. Accordingly, it 
is possible to realize a wireless communication apparatus 
having a great excellence in terms of high-quality transmis 
sion and high-speed transmission. 
0181. In a wireless communication apparatus according to 
the present invention, a frame configuration section config 
ures a transmission frame by placing OFDM signals and 
OFDM-spread signals in a mixed manner on an identical 
frequency band and by aligning either one of the signals along 
the direction of the frequency axis at each point in time when 
viewed on frequency-time axial relationship. 
0182. In a wireless communication apparatus according to 
the present invention, a frame configuration section config 
ures a transmission frame by placing OFDM signals and 
OFDM-spread signals in a mixed manner on an identical time 
and by aligning either one of the signals along the direction of 
the time axis at each frequency band when viewed on fre 
quency-time axial relationship. 
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0183. According to these configurations, it is possible to 
transmit mixed signals formed by using OFDM modulation 
and OFDM-spread modulation while using limited frequency 
bands in an effective manner. 
0184 In a wireless communication apparatus according to 
the present invention, a frame configuration section config 
ures a transmission frame by Switching a transmission signal 
to each transmission destination station between an OFDM 
signal and an OFDM-spread signal in accordance with radio 
propagation conditions between the transmitting station and 
each transmission destination station. 
0185. According to this configuration, it is possible to 
achieve both high-quality data transmission and high-speed 
data transmission with a greater compatibility by transmitting 
OFDM signals to a transmission destination apparatus when 
radio propagation conditions between the transmitting station 
and the transmission destination station is good, which means 
that signal degradation during its traveling is Small, while 
transmitting OFDM-spread signals to a transmission destina 
tion apparatus when radio propagation conditions between 
the transmitting station and the transmission destination sta 
tion is poor, which means that signal degradation during its 
traveling is large. 
0186. In a wireless communication apparatus according to 
the present invention, a frame configuration section config 
ures a transmission frame in accordance with the distance to 
a transmission destination station by selecting OFDM signals 
as signals to be transmitted to the transmission destination 
station when the distance to the transmission destination sta 
tion is shorter than a predetermined value while selecting 
OFDM-spread signals as signals to be transmitted to the 
transmission destination station when the distance to the 
transmission destination station is longer than a predeter 
mined value. 
0187. According to this configuration, it is possible to 
achieve both high-quality data transmission and high-speed 
data transmission in a compatible manner by transmitting 
OFDM signals to a transmission destination apparatus when 
the distance to the transmission destination station is shorter 
than the predetermined value, which means that signal deg 
radation during its traveling is Small, while transmitting 
OFDM-spread signals to a transmission destination appara 
tus when the distance to the transmission destination station is 
longer than the predetermined value, which means that signal 
degradation during its traveling is large. 
0188 Ina wireless communication apparatus according to 
the present invention, radio propagation conditions contain 
any one of delay profile, direction of wave arrival, polariza 
tion conditions of reception signals getata station at the other 
end of communication. 
0189 According to this configuration, it is possible to 
accurately estimate radio propagation conditions which 
might affect the reception quality of the station at the other 
end of communication, which makes it further possible to 
make unerring switching between OFDM signals and 
OFDM-spread signals so as to achieve high-quality transmis 
sion and high-speed transmission in a compatible manner. 
0190. A wireless communication apparatus according to 
the present invention selects whether to transmit OFDM sig 
nals or OFDM-spread signals as signals to a transmission 
destination station in accordance with request information 
from the transmission destination station. 
0191). According to this configuration, it is possible to 
switch between OFDM modulation and OFDM-spread 
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modulation in accordance with data quality or data transmis 
sion amount requested by a transmission destination appara 
tus, which makes it further possible for the transmission des 
tination apparatus to receive data in desired quality or in 
desired transmission amount. 

0.192 In a wireless communication apparatus according to 
the present invention, a frame configuration section config 
ures a transmission frame in Such a configuration that time for 
transmission of OFDM-spread signals and time for transmis 
sion of OFDM signals is fixed in one transmission frame. 
0193 According to this configuration, processing at the 
time of configuring a transmission frame becomes easier. In 
addition, it makes demodulation processing easier at the time 
of receiving and demodulating the transmission frame at a 
transmission destination station because the transmission 
destination station is able to separate time for demodulation 
of OFDM-spread signals and time for demodulation of 
OFDM signals. Consequently, it is possible to simplify sys 
tem design. Moreover, because the boundary of OFDM 
spread signals and OFDM signals is fixed, it is not necessary 
to send frame information indicating Such a boundary, which 
contributes to the reduction in the amount of transmission 
information. 

0194 In a wireless communication apparatus according to 
the present invention, a frame configuration section config 
ures a transmission frame in Such a configuration that time for 
transmission of OFDM-spread signals and time for transmis 
sion of OFDM signals is variable in accordance with the 
number of transmission destination stations to which the 
OFDM-spread signals are transmitted and the number of 
transmission destination stations to which the OFDM signals 
are transmitted in one transmission frame. 
0.195 According to this configuration, it is possible to 
achieve fairness of data transmission in terms of the Volume 
of transmission data for each transmission destination station 
because it is possible to allocate a fixed time to each trans 
mission destination station in one transmission frame. 

0196. In a wireless communication apparatus according to 
the present invention, a frame configuration section config 
ures a transmission frame in Such a configuration that fre 
quency bands used for OFDM-spread signals and frequency 
bands used for OFDM signals are fixed in one transmission 
frame. 
0.197 According to this configuration, processing at the 
time of configuring a transmission frame becomes easier. In 
addition, it makes demodulation processing easier at the time 
of receiving and demodulating the transmission frame at a 
transmission destination station because the transmission 
destination station is able to separate frequency bands for 
demodulation of OFDM-spread signals and frequency bands 
for demodulation of OFDM signals. Consequently, it is pos 
sible to simplify system design. Moreover, because the 
boundary of OFDM-spread signals and OFDM signals is 
fixed, it is not necessary to send frame information indicating 
such a boundary, which contributes to the reduction in the 
amount of transmission information. 

0198 Ina wireless communication apparatus according to 
the present invention, a frame configuration section config 
ures a transmission frame in Such a configuration that fre 
quency bands used for OFDM-spread signals and frequency 
bands used for OFDM signals are variable in accordance with 
the number of transmission destination stations to which, the 
OFDM-spread signals are transmitted and the number of 
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transmission destination stations to which the OFDM signals 
are transmitted in one transmission frame. 
0199 According to this configuration, it is possible to 
achieve fairness of data transmission in terms of the Volume 
of transmission data for each transmission destination station 
because it is possible to allocate fixed frequency band to each 
transmission destination station in one transmission frame. 
0200. In a wireless communication apparatus according to 
the present invention, the signal point positions of signals 
processed by OFDM modulation section on I-Q plane mis 
match with the signal point positions of signals processed by 
OFDM-spread modulation section on I-Q plane. 
0201 According to this configuration, because it is pos 
sible to reduce interferences between OFDM signals and 
OFDM-spread signals, it is further possible to improve the 
reception quality of each modulation signal. Especially, it is 
possible to reduce degradation in reception quality due to 
interferences between OFDM signals and OFDM-CDM sig 
nals in adjacent other cells. 
0202. A wireless communication apparatus according to 
the present invention controls each of the transmission level 
of OFDM signals and the transmission level of OFDM-spread 
signals independently. 
0203 According to this configuration, because it is pos 
sible to control each of the communication area limit of 
OFDM signals and the communication area limit of OFDM 
spread signals independently, which offers diversities in cell 
structuring. 
0204 A wireless communication apparatus according to 
the present invention adopts a configuration which comprises 
the first radio signal formation section that forms the first 
radio signal by Superposing transmission data addressed to a 
transmission destination station onto the first carrier; the sec 
ond radio signal formation section that forms the second radio 
signal by Superposing transmission data addressed to a trans 
mission destination station onto the second carrier having a 
higher frequency than the first carrier, and a selection section 
that selects either the first radio signal or the second radio 
signal to have the selected signal transmitted from an antenna. 
0205 According to this configuration, it is possible to 
carry out data transmission with lesser degradation in quality, 
for example, by selecting the first radio signal to stations at the 
other end of communications which are located long dis 
tances away to transmit data. On the other hand, it is possible 
to perform data transmission at a high rate by selecting the 
second radio signal having a higher frequency than the first 
radio signal to stations at the other end of communications 
which are located short distances away to transmit data. Con 
sequently, it is possible to realize both high-speed communi 
cations and high-quality communications in a compatible 
a. 

0206. In a wireless communication apparatus according to 
the present invention, a selection section selects either the first 
radio signal or the second radio signal in accordance with 
radio propagation conditions in between the transmission 
destination station. 
0207. According to this configuration, it is possible to 
achieve both high-quality data transmission and high-speed 
data transmission with a greater compatibility by transmitting 
the second high-frequency radio signals to a transmission 
destination apparatus when radio propagation conditions 
between the transmitting station and the transmission desti 
nation station is good, which means that signal degradation 
during its traveling is Small, while transmitting the first low 
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frequency signals to a transmission destination apparatus 
when radio propagation conditions between the transmitting 
station and the transmission destination station is poor, which 
means that signal degradation during its traveling is large. 
0208. In a wireless communication apparatus according to 
the present invention, in accordance with the distance to a 
transmission destination station, a selection section selects 
the second radio signals as signals to be transmitted to the 
transmission destination station when the distance to the 
transmission destination station is shorter than a predeter 
mined value, while selecting the first radio signals as signals 
to be transmitted to the transmission destination station when 
the distance to the transmission destination station is longer 
than a predetermined value. 
0209. According to this configuration, because signal 
attenuation on a propagation path is Small even for a high 
frequency radio wave when the distance to the transmission 
destination station is shorter than a predetermined value, data 
transmission is conducted at a high rate by transmitting the 
second radio signal to the transmission destination station. 
Contrarily, because signal attenuation on a propagation path 
is too large unless a low-frequency radio wave is used when 
the distance to the transmission destination station is longer 
than a predetermined value, data transmission is conducted at 
a rate which achieves lesser degradation by transmitting the 
first radio signal to the transmission destination station. Con 
sequently, it is possible to achieve a high-quality data trans 
mission and a high-speed data transmission in a compatible 
a. 

0210. In a wireless communication apparatus according to 
the present invention, the radio propagation conditions con 
tain any one of delay profile, direction of wave arrival, polar 
ization conditions of reception signals get at a station at the 
other end of communication. 
0211. According to this configuration, it is possible to 
accurately estimate radio propagation conditions which 
might affect the reception quality of the station at the other 
end of communication, which makes it further possible to 
make unerring Switching between the first radio signals and 
the second radio signals so as to achieve high-quality trans 
mission and high-speed transmission in a compatible manner. 
0212. In a wireless communication apparatus according to 
the present invention, a selection section selects either the first 
radio signal or the second radio signal in accordance with 
request information from a transmission destination station. 
0213. According to this configuration, it is possible to 
switch between the first radio signal and the second radio 
signal in accordance with data quality or data transmission 
amount requested by a transmission destination apparatus, 
which makes it further possible for the transmission destina 
tion apparatus to receive data in desired quality or in desired 
transmission amount. 
0214. In a wireless communication apparatus according to 
the present invention, the signal point positions of the first 
radio signals on I-Q plane mismatch with the signal point 
positions of the second radio signals on I-Q plane. 
0215. According to this configuration, it is possible to 
reduce interferences between the first radio signals and the 
second radio signals when transmitting the first radio signals 
and the second radio signals to a plurality of destination 
stations in a selective manner. 
0216. As described above, according to the present inven 
tion, it is possible to realize a wireless communication appa 
ratus and a wireless communication method for achieving 
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both high-speed and high-quality communication in a com 
patible manner, which is realized by performing OFDM pro 
cessing and OFDM-CDM processing on transmission data 
and by transmitting the two types of modulation signals 
formed by the two modulation schemes, that is, OFDM sig 
nals and OFDM-CDM signals. 
0217. In addition, it is possible to realize a wireless com 
munication apparatus and a wireless communication method 
for achieving both high-speed and high-quality communica 
tion in a compatible manner, which is realized by selecting 
whether to transmit transmission data to a transmission des 
tination apparatus in the first frequency band or in the second 
frequency band, which is higher than the first frequency band, 
and then by performing transmission therewith. 
0218 
unnecessary data when transmitting two types of signals, 
OFDM signals and OFDM-CDM signals (or, the first fre 
quency signal and the second frequency signal), achieved by 
Switching modulation schemes for signals to be transmitted in 
advance between the OFDM signals and the OFDM-CDM 
signals (or, the first frequency signal and the second fre 
quency signal). Consequently, in addition to the compatible 
achievement of high-speed communication and high-quality 
communication, it is possible to utilize limited propagation 
path resources effectively, and it is also possible to increase 
the actual data transmission efficiency of a wireless commu 
nication apparatus. 
0219. This specification is based on the Japanese Patent 
Application No. 2001-257027 filed on Aug. 27, 2001, and the 
Japanese Patent Application No. 2002-231976 filed on Aug. 
8, 2002, entire content of which is expressly incorporated by 
reference herein. 

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY 

0220. The present invention is suitably applicable to a 
wireless communications system in which wireless transmis 
sion of a bulk of information Such as image information, etc., 
with high rate and high quality is required. 
We claim: 
1. A communication method of a base station which trans 

mits a modulation signal based on an OFDM (orthogonal 
frequency division multiplexing) scheme to a plurality of 
communication terminals, the method comprising: 

using a transmission frame on which a first Subcarrier 
group and a second Subcarrier group are arranged, the 
first Subcarrier group on which a signal using a first 
transmission scheme is arranged and the second Subcar 
rier group on which a signal using a second transmission 
Scheme different from the signal using the first transmis 
sion scheme in transmission quality is arranged; 

determining on a perframe basis, which Subcarrier group is 
allocated to each of the plurality of communication ter 
minals and how many Subcarriers are allocated to said 
each of the plurality of communication terminals and 
forming the transmission frame based on the determined 
information; and 

transmitting the modulation signal using the transmission 
frame. 

2. A communication method according to claim 1, 
wherein receiving offeedback information including radio 

propagation condition estimation information from said 
each of the plurality of communication terminals is per 

Furthermore, it is possible to reduce transmission of 
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formed and the determining of how many Subcarriers are 
allocated to said each of the plurality of communication 
terminals is performed on the per frame basis, based on 
the feedback information. 

3. A communication method according to claim 1, 
wherein in the forming of the transmission frame, a control 

information symbol is arranged on a fixed Subcarrier. 
4. A communication method according to claim 1, 
wherein in the forming of the transmission frame, a control 

information symbol is arranged on a fixed time unit in 
advance. 

5. A communication method according to claim 3, 
wherein the control information symbol includes informa 

tion on a frame configuration for the transmission frame. 
6. A communication method according to claim 4. 
wherein the control information symbol includes informa 

tion on a frame configuration for the transmission frame. 
7. A communication apparatus for a base station which 

transmits a modulation signal based on an OFDM (orthogo 
nal frequency division multiplexing) Scheme to a plurality of 
communication terminals, the apparatus comprising: 

a transmission frame forming section that uses a transmis 
sion frame on which a first Subcarrier group and a second 
Subcarrier group are arranged, the first Subcarrier group 
on which a signal using a first transmission scheme is 
arranged and the second Subcarrier group on which a 
signal using a second transmission scheme different 
from the signal using the first transmission scheme in 
transmission quality is arranged, that determines on a 
per frame basis, which Subcarrier group is allocated to 
each of the plurality of communication terminals and 
how many Subcarriers are allocated to said each of the 
plurality of communication terminals and that forms the 
transmission frame based on the determined informa 
tion; and 

a transmitting section that transmits the modulation signal 
using the transmission frame. 

8. A communication apparatus according to claim 7, fur 
ther comprising: 

a receiving section which receives feedback information 
including radio propagation condition estimation infor 
mation from said each of the plurality of communication 
terminals, 

wherein the transmission frame forming section deter 
mines on the per frame basis, how many Subcarriers are 
allocated to said each of the plurality of communication 
terminals based on the feedback information. 

9. A communication apparatus according to claim 7. 
wherein the transmission frame forming section arranges a 

control information symbol on a fixed subcarrier. 
10. A communication apparatus according to claim 7. 
wherein the transmission frame forming section arranges a 

control information symbol on a fixed time unit in 
advance. 

11. A communication apparatus according to claim 9. 
wherein the control information symbol includes informa 

tion on a frame configuration for the transmission frame. 
12. A communication apparatus according to claim 10, 
wherein the control information symbol includes informa 

tion on a frame configuration for the transmission frame. 
c c c c c 


