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(54)  Stacking machine for processing standard- up to C4-sized postal items

(57) A stacking machine comprising a launching de-
vice (3) to handle standard and elongated postal items
(40) one by one, a bottom wall (18) to support a longitu-
dinal side of the postal item when the latter is processed
by the launching device (3), a stop wall (9) facing the
launching device (3) to stop the postal items launched
by the launching device (3), a compacting module (6)
comprising a resting plane (15) to support a longitudinal

FIG. 1

side of the stacked postal items (40) processed by said
launching device (3), and a first helix (10) arranged to
engage a tail portion (42) of a postal item (40) exiting the
launching device (3) and configured to guide the tail por-
tion (42) towards the compacting module (6) and to free
the outlet of the launching device (3), the stop wall (9)
being spaced from the launching device (3) so that when
a C4 postal item contacts the stop wall (9), the first helix
(10) engages the tail portion of the C4 postal item.
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-11

A stacking machine comprising a bottom wall, a helix
projecting with respect to said bottom wall, an elastic
element, and/or a second helix, and/or a compacting module
having motorized mobile member and a downwards inclined
resting plane separated from said bottom wall by a step,
and/or a launching device having a profiled roller to curve
the postal item.

2. claims: 12, 13

A stacking machine comprising a mobile stop wall to
dissipate the striking energy of a postal item against it.

3. claims: 14-16

A control method for a stacking machine comprising a
compacting module having a motorized mobile member, the
method comprising the step of controlling said mobile
member.
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