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This invention has general reference to ciga 
rette cases or containers for analogous articles 
and has to do with cases or containers of the type 
in which the articles contained therein are urged 
by a spring pressed follower to a predetermined 
position and in which the case or container is 
made up of a pair. of nating Sections which are 
asSociated for relative movement to an open re 
lation for filling the same or emplacing the ar 
ticles therein. 
The invention broadly comprehends means for 

effecting the retraction of the follower upon rel 
ative movement of the casing sections to their 
open relation. . . . . - 
The invention further resides in the provision 

of means on the follower and on one of the casing 
sections respectively, which means are so con 
structed and arranged as to automatically engage 
and effect the retraction of the follower upon 
relative movement of the casing sections to open 
relation, thereby disposing the follower in an 
out-of-the-way position and facilitating.theem 
placement of the cigarettes or other contents 
within the case. , - 
The invention also has relation to cigarette 

cases or containers of the character set forth 
which include means for dispensing the articles 
or cigarettes, together with a spring urged fol 
lower for advancing the articles or cigarettes to 
a position to be dispensed and in which the case 
includes sections which are associated for relative 
movement to open relation so as to permit of the 
filling thereof and which casing sections, upon 
relative movement, actuate the dispensing means. 
The invention furthermore, includes in com 

bination with containers or cases of the character 
set forth, detent means for temporarily holding 
the follower in retraced position against the ac 
tion of its spring and which detent means may be 
releasable through the medium of the interen 
gaging follower retracting means, upon initial 
movement of the casing sections to closed rela 
tion. . . ? ? - 
The invention further embodies interengaging 

follower retracting. means, provided respectively 
on the follower and on one of the casing sections, 
which retracting means are disengaged, after the 
emplacement of the contents, by the arresting of 
the movement of the follower through the me 
dium of the contents. . . . . . . - - 
The invention further provides an improve 

ment in cigarette cases or similar - containers 
which is extremely simple in its construction and 
mode of operation and which may be inexpensive 
ly produced and incorporated in the case or Con 

(Cl. 206-41). 
tainer structure, while greatly adding to the effi 
ciency thereof. . 
With the above enumerated and other objects 

and advantages in view, reference is now had to 
the specification and drawing in which there. 
has been illustrated, by way of example, one em 
bodiment of the invention, while the claims cover 
variations and modifications, thereof which fall 
within their range and scope. . - 
In the drawing, . . . . . . . . . 
Fig. 1 is a front view of the body section of the 

case with the cover section removed. . . . . . 
tion. . . . . . . w r * , , , , , , , , - - - w • 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged vertical sectional view 
through the case taken approximately on the line 
3-3 of Fig. 1 and illustrating the follower en 
gaged and partially retracted by the cover sec 
tion... . . . . . . . . . 

Fig. 4 is a similar view illustrating the follower 
in fully retracted position, with the detent means 
engaged for temporarily holding the follower in 
retracted position. . . . . . . . . . . . 

In the present disclosure, the invention includes 
a cigarette, case which comprises a body section 
designated generally by the reference character 
A and a cover section designated generally by 
the reference character B, which sections are slid 
ably associated for relative movement from a 
closed to an opened relation for filling the same. 
The body section A includes a rear wall 5, side 

walls 6 and 7, and upper and lower, end walls 8 
and 9 which are preferably formed integral with 
the rear-wall. The end walls 8 and 9 have front 
wall portions 10 and 11...directed inwardly towards 
each other and spaced from each other and from 
the rear wall 5. The side wall 6 terminates in 
spaced relation to the upper end wall 8 to define 
therewith a dispensing opening 12 through which 
the cigarettes are adapted to be ejected and dis 
pensed. . . . . . . . . . . 
A longitudinally extending front wall section 

13 extends inwardly from the forward edge of the 
side wall 7 and the free edges of the front wall 
portions 10, 11, and 13, and the forward edge of 
the side wall 6, define a filling opening 14 in the 
front of the body section for gaining access to 
the interior thereof in order to introduce the 
cigarettes. . . . . . . . . s: . . 
The cover section B includes a front wall 15 

and preferably integral rearwardly directed side 
walls 16 and 17, the inner surfaces of which are 
spaced apart appropriate distance. So as to Snugly 
fit over the outer surface of the side walls 6 and 7 
of the body section. The rear edges of the side 
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1,986,246 3. 
arettes or similar articles which includes a pair 
of mating casing sections relatively movable to 
and from opened and closed relation, a Spring 
urged follower for shifting the articles to a po 
Sition to be dispensed; of means provided re 
Spectively on the follower and One of the casing 
Sections which means is SO constructed and ar 
ranged that upon relative movement of the cas 
ing Sections to open relation, said means auto 
matically engage and effect the retraction of the 
follower, and detent means provided on the other 
Casing Section and On the follower adapted to 
engage and hold the follower in retracted posi 
tion. When fully retracted. 

3. The combination with a container for cig 
arettes or similar articles which includes a pair 
of mating casing sections relatively movable to 
and from opened and closed relation, a Spring 
urged follower for shifting the articles to a po 
sition to be dispensed; of means provided re 
spectively on the follower and One of the Casing 
Sections which means is so constructed and ar 
ranged that upon relative movement of the cas 
ing sections to open relation, said means auto 
matically engage and effect the retraction of the 
follower, detent means provided on the other 
casing section and on the follower adapted to 
engage and hold the follower in retracted posi 
tion when fully retracted, and said follower re 
tracting means being also constructed and ar 
ranged so as to effect the release of the detent 
means upon the initial movement of the casing 
Sections to closed relation. 

4. The combination with a container for cig 
arettes or similar articles which includes a pair 
of mating casing sections relatively movable to 
and from opened and closed relation, a spring 
urged follower for shifting the articles to a po 

sition to be dispensed; of means provided re 
Spectively on the follower and one of the casing 
Sections which means is SO constructed and ar 
ranged that upon relative movement of the cas 
ing Sections to open relation, said means auto 
matically engage and effect the retraction of the 
follower, detent means provided on the other 
Casing Section and On the follower adapted to 
engage and hold the follower in retracted position 
when fully retracted, said follower retracting 
means being also constructed and arranged so as 
to effect the release of the detent means upon 
the initial movement of the casing sections to 
closed relation, and said follower retracting 
means being further constructed SO as to be dis 
engaged when movement of the follower is air 
rested by the contents within the case. 

5. The combination with a container for cig 
arettes or similar articles which includes a pair 
of mating casing sections relatively slidable to 
and from opened and closed relation, a spring 
urged follower for shifting the articles to a po 
Sition to be dispensed; of means provided re 
spectively on the follower and one of the casing 
Sections which means is so constructed and ar 
ranged that upon relative sliding movement of 
the Casing Sections to open relation, Said means 
automatically engage and effect the retraction 
Of the follower, cooperating means provided on 
the other casing Section and On the follower 
adapted to engage and hold the follower in re 
tracted position when fully retracted, and said 
follower retracting means being also construct 
ed and arranged So as to effect the release of the 
cooperating means upon the initial sliding move 
ment of the casing Sections t0 closed relation. 
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