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Lo all who it may CONCern: ’

Be it known that I, TREDERICE 13. VOE-
cent a subject of the Emperor of Germany,
residing at Alansfield, in the county of Bris-
tol and State of {nesnchusetts, have in-
vented mew und useful Tmprovements in
Tife-Saving Suits, of which the following
is a specification.

This invention is an improved life savin
suit for use by shipwrecked persous to pre-
vent them from sinking and from being
chilled by the water, the invention consist-
ing in the construction. combination and ar-
- neement of devices hereinafter Gescribed
and cloimed, the object of the invention be-
ing to provide an improved life saving - suit
5F this character which may be readily put
onor taken off, which adapts itself to the
cize ot the person who wears it and which
embodies in ifs construction a plurality of
double-walled compurtments, swhich -when
inflated with air give the necessary buoy-
auey to prevent sinking and also act as won-
conduetors and prevent the person using-the
suit from being chilied by the water.

Tp the accompanying drawing —Figure 1
is partly an elevation and partly 2 sectional
vigw of a life caving suit consiructed In
accordance with my invention, showing the
came in nse. Fig. 2 1s a vertical sectlona
contral view of the same.

Tig. 8 is a trans-
verse seetional view of +he same on the plane
indicated by the line ¢—a of Fig. 1.

My improved life saving suit is here
shown as comprising a body 1, legs 2 and
cleeves 3, the sleeves bheing provided with
glove portions +. The suit is made of suit-
able fexible waterproef fabric and may, in
practice. be made of rubber ov other similar
naterial covered with cloth. On the inner
cide of the suit are air chambers which are
formed Ly linings 5 of cuitable flexible hut
aivtight fabric. which linings are secured at
their edaes to the outey fabric 1 as by means
of stirching or by other snitable means and
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pair is arranged to fit around the lower legs
as at 7, another air chamber is arranged to
fit around the upper legs and thighs as at 8.
another air chamber is arrunged to fit
around the body or trunk as at ) eud each
sleeve 3 contains an air chamber 10 for an
rin and an air chamber 11 for a hand. Nor-
mally the air chambers are deflated and,
Lence, the suit is normally extremely flex-
ible and may be readily put on. Each air
hamber is provided with an externally
arranged valve 12 adapting it to be filled
with compressed air or deflated at will and
in the suit is arranged an air tube 13 which
has independent air valve: connections 14
with all of the air chambers and also has an
externally arranged valve 142 which may be
readily comnected to 2 suitable air pump.
When the air tube is used all of the alr
chambers may be inflated simultanecusly
or it preferred, by using the valves 12, the
air chambers may be inflated or Jeflated in-
dependently of one another. by simply blow-
ing into the vs or relieving the air by
opening the valve. Hence, certain of the
air chambers way be filled to a greater eX-
tent with compressed air  than  others,
according to the necessities of the case and
all portions of the suit may I inflated to
any desired extent to secnre buoyancy and
stability. '

_The suit is provided with a fexible and
elastic voke 16 which ig preferably made of
pure ribber and the said yoke is provided
with a rubber elastic coliur or neck band
17 around the hole throngh which: the neck
of the wearer extends. & pair of bands 18
are arrangeid avcund the neek band and pro-
vided with buckles for tightening and ad-
justing the neck band to At the neck of the
wearer. On the front of the nit is a pocket
36 in which provisions, may be placed.,

T claim —

The herein deseribed life gaving suit com-
prising a flexible Dody and a plurality of
(iscornected aiv chambers arranged in the
body, iu» fabrie of the air chambers form-
ing a linirg for the suit and said air cham-
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‘bers when inflated aﬁording'buoyancy and

also forming insulators, each of said air
chambers having a valve adapting it to be
inflated or deflated independently of the
others and
the fabric of the body and an air tube ar-

ranged in and connected to the several air ‘

chambers and providing a valve adapting it

to be simultaneously inflated
sald tube. 10

projecting outwardly through.
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In testimony whereof I affix my signature

In presence of two witnesses.

FREDERICK P. VOEGELIL
Witnesses: .
Joux F. Baxwow.
Winiian H. Bannow,



