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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Jom~ Jamzus Prrrcon-
anp, subjéct of the ng of Great Britain,
residing at 4 Reddings road, Moseley, Bir-
mingham, England, bave 1nvented certain
new and useful Improvemerts in :Inflated
Apparatus for Preventing Drowning and

Assrstln«r Swimmine, of Whlch the folloW—'

te
ing is a spemﬁmtlon

Inﬂated apparatus for preventing drown-
ing and assisting swimming to be worn in
the form of bands around the body -and
around the neck has been previously pro-
posed, but in every instance such apparatus
needs to be buckled or tied on the wearer.

The invention relates to this type of in-
flated band apparatus and provides a com-
bination arrangement in which the two in-
flated bands are formed or joined together
as a one piece part to constitute two perma-
nent elastic rings, one adapted to encircle
the neck and the other the body of the wearer
immediately under the arms, and which
rings are distinctive by stretching for put-
ting on and by automatically holding them-
selves on the wearer without any buckling
or tying on being necessary. However, aux-
iliary tapes, strap and buckle, or similar
fastenings are provided and which may be
found fmdvnltfxfreous for holding the two
bands or rings tooethel and from moving
apart opposﬂe to where the said two bands
form or join up into rings.

The invention is represented by the ac-
companying sheet of drawings.

Figure 1 shows a plan of the apparatus
formed by two inflated rings whose air space
communicates.

Fig. 2 is an edge view of Fig. 1.

Fig. 8 is a plan similar to Fig. 1 where
the air spaces of the two rings are separate.

Fig. 4 shows the manner of wearing the
apparatus shown,

In Figs. 1 and 2 the two inflated bands a
and ¢ are molded normally as two elastic
rings of the required diameters with com-
munlcatmO' air space and the fastening de-
vices ¢ and % are applied to them in the
manner shown.

The ring « is adapted to encircle the body
at a point under the arms while the ring ¢ is
adapted to be placed around the neck of the
person, and as shown in Fig. 4, it will be
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found preferable to have the connécting
piece ¢ ofthe two rings ¢ and @ to be situated
over the chest of the person.

-In Fig. 8 the two inflated rings are molded
sitnilar t6 Figs. 1 and 2 but without com-
municating air space, said two rings being
permanently joined together at d by an 1nter-
vening web or piece of india-rubber or fab-

“ric, the fastenings g and 4 being similarly

fitted to these two rings.

In the production of the apparatus the in-

flated tube or tubes would be either of india-
rubber capable of standing considerable in-
flation, or of thinner india-rubber covered
with silk or other fabric, and where the strap
fastenings, such as ¢ and k, are applied said
tubes would be addltlonally strengthened.
The fastenings ¢ and A, in this instance com-
prising, as shown, a strap and buckle connec-
tion, are adapted to connect and draw the
rings @ and ¢ together at points opposite to
where they are permanently joined. Tt will
be understood that this fastening means will
hold the rings against their normal tendency
to straighten and will consequently free the
throat of all pressure when the apparatus is
worn in a reverse manner to that shown in
Fig. 4, and will prevent the head of the
wearer from being pressed downwardly
when worn in the manner shown in Fig. 4.

Valves such as y are provided for the in-
flation of the tubes either by mouth or force
pump.

From the foregoing it will be clear that
the apparatus is put on the wearer without
any tying or buckling whatever: it stretches
when being put on and contracts tightly
onto the body and neck when on, and it will
positively hold itself on the wearer because
it has no fastening which must remain in-
tact for holding it on.

The fmuxﬂmry fastenings ¢ and % are not
absolutely necessary in case of emergency,
but if there is time they are used as they
facilitate swimming and hold the two bands
in their most effective positions around the
body and neck of the wearer.

Having now described my invention what
I claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent is:—

1. An apparatus of the class specified,
comprising two endless inflatable bands
which are both bodily stretchable lengthwise
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and of ditfering diameters to respectively
independently fit the wearer around the neck
and around the body under the arms; the
bands being permanently connected at one
portion and having  separable - fastening
means at diametrically opposite portions
thereof. '

2. An apparatus of the class specified,
comprising ‘two endless : inflatable bands
which are both bodily stretchable lengthwise
and of differing diameters to respectively
independently fit the wearer-around the neck
and around the body under the arms, the
bands being permanently secured to each
other at one portion by an air.conveying
connection to provide communication be-
tween the two bands, the bands-at points
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diametrically opposite the said connection
also-having separable fastening devices.

3. An apparatus of the class specified,

comprising two endless inflatable bands
which are both bodily stretchable lengthwise
and of differing diameters to respectively
independently fit the wearer. around  the
neck and around the body under the arms,

‘the bands being permanently connected- at

one portion.
. In testimony whereof I have hereunto set

my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-

nesses. o
: "JOHN JAMES PRITCHARD.
Witnesses: : v
Geo. FREERY,
. D. LEAKER.

five cents each,: by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, .
Washington, D. C.” -
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