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_ The present invention relates to  articles of furniture
and meore particularly, to a combination body-supporting
and bathing device.

The principles of this invention are especially applicable
to furniture useable on lawns, patios, around swimming
pools and in other outdoor locations, particularly those
in which sun bathing is practiced. Conventional garden
furniture is frequently made of a lightweight frame con-
struction, generally of metallic tubing bent in the form
of the desired article of furniture and providing a suitable
cloth, plastic or fabric supporting member.

The appeal of such furniture is largely due to its in-
herent light weight and high strength characteristics as
well as its adaptability for shaping into attractive and
functional forms. One of the most popular uses for out-
door furniture of the reclining type, whethér made of
bent tubing or of other construction, is that of sun bathing.

The pleasures and advantages of sun bathing are well-
known as well as the objectionable overheating and sun-
burning that occurs with excessive exposure. Further,
the above described metallic frame construction for out-
door furniture is highly conductive and retentive of the
heat.
jected to continuous exposure in the sun thus requiring
that special care be taken to avoid any bodily contact
therewith. The foregoing problems are solved in great
measure by the present invention which is adapted to per-
mit one to enjoy a sun bath while continuously or period-
ically cooling and/or washing with a refreshmg spray of
water.

Accordingly, it is an object of thls invention to provide
a body supporting and bathing device havmg shower ‘bath
features incorporated therein: :

Another object is to provide an artlcle of - furmture
adapted to permit the user to subject hlmself penodwally
or continuously to fluid spray.

Another object is to provide an artlcle of furniture
adapted for use in sun bathing providing a body reclining
surface and a support frame for-such surface further
serving as a fluid conductor for spraying liquid on'the
rechmng surface, the liquid passage through'the frame
serving to cool the frame and to warm the spr. aying liquid.

Another object is to provide a cot or the like furnitiire °

for reclining support made of a hollow tubular frame
adapted to receive water for passage therethrough and to
direct said water in a spray over a body supportmg menm-
ber mounted in the frame,

Another object is to provide an article .of furmture‘

possessing characteristics of ‘the for@_gpmg objects which
is light in weight, durable, strong-and portable.
These and other objects will become more:fully ap-

parent in the subsequent description m the spec1ﬁcat10n :

In the drawings:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of :an-article of furmture
constructed in accordance: w1th the prmc1ples of the
present invention.-
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Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the article of furniture
shown in Fig, 1.

Fig. 3 is a side elevation of the article of furniture
shown in Fig. 2.

Fig. 4 is an end elevation of the article of furniture.

Fig. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary section taken on line
5—S5 of Fig. 2. )

Referring more particularly to the drawings:

An article of furniture, generally indicated by the nu-
meral 10, conforming to the principles of this invention
is shown in Fig. 1. This piece of furniture includes a
frame member 11 and a body support member 2.

The frame 11, as shown in the drawings, is a hollow
conduit or tubular member 15 formed into an endless
substantially rectangular form. This tubular member is
preferably made of some lightweight material, such as
aluminum, steel, or other suitable material. The conduit
defines head and foot end portions 16 and 17, respec-
tively, a pair of side portions 18 and 19 of a common
relatively greater length than the end portions, and has
corner portions, such as 20, at the intersections of the
end and side portions.

A plurality of orifices 25, best seen in Figs. 2 and 5,
are arranged in spaced positions around the side and foot
end portions of the conduit 15.  The foot end portion
17, the corners 20 adjacent thereto and more than half
of the length of the side portions 18 and 19 are provided
with these orifices. The head end portion 16 and the
adjacent corner 20 and the side portions 18 and 19 are
imperforate, for a purpose subsequently to be described.
The axes of each of these orifices 25 are angularly in-
clined inwardly of the frame preferably about 15° from
the vertical. The conduit is further provided with a fluid
inlet coupling 26 having a valve 27 associated therewith,
a drainage faucet 28 also having a valve member 29.
Although not shown in the drawings, a filter or the like
may be employed at the fluid inlet coupling for inhibiting

‘the passage of dirt and foreign pamcles into the conduit
15,

The support structure 12 includes a pair of U-shaped
legs 35 each having a central portion 36 and a pair of
upright ends 37. - The upright portions of the legs at the
head of the frame are preferably slightly longer than the
upright portions of the legs at the foot of the frame so
that the frame slopes toward the foot. A slope of one
inch or so in a length of seven feet is excellent for the
purpose. These legs are'mounted beneath the conduit 15
in intersecting connected relation,. as at 38, with the up-
right ends attached at diagonally opposite corners 20 of
the conduit 15. Further, a substantially V- shaped brace
39 bowed centrally thereof to form an apex 40 is aitached
at said apex to the intersection 38 of the U-shaped legs
and at the end portions, as 41, to a central portion of
the side members 18 and 19, respectively, of the conduit.

"The legs 35 and the brace 39 may also be made of light-
-weight aluminum: tubing although there is no continuity

between the hollow interior of conduit 15 and either the
legs or brace. From'the foregoing, it will be readily
apparent that a sturdy lightweight frame and support
therefor has been provided.

A body supporting member of sheet material 45 such

-as canvas, plastic or some other suitable fabric or sheet
-is mounted in the frame:

The sheet material provides a
peripheral seam or édge 46 having a plurality of grom-
mets 47 therein and spaced therearound. A cord 47 is
threaded through the grommets and around the conduit
15 -thereby tensioning the sheet material within the con-
duit and providing a substantially flat body supporting
surface. For a purpose subsequently to be described, the
sheet. material may . be either foraminous or non-
In the latter case,.it is desirable to provide
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a plurality of drainage holes, as 49, in the sheet material,
preferably positioned centrally thereof.

A fluid supply conduit 55, such as a hose or the like,
is provided for .connection to the fluid inlet coupling
26, the other end thereof being attached to some suit-
able source of fluid..

Operation

The operation. and utility .of the present invention is
beiieved to be readily apparent and is briefly summarized
at this point. The article of furniture as provided by
the foregoing description is quite suitable for use as a
cot, bed or the like providing a reclining surface for
sleeping, relaxing or the like. This type of furniture is
especially useful on lawns, patios and around swimming
pools. it is of very lightweight construction, yet sturdy
and strong in nature.

This article of furniture provides a convenient surface
for a sun bather to recline and enjoy a sun bath while
intermittently cooling off when the sun becomes un-
comfortably hot. The bather preferably should arrange
himself so that his head is adjacent to the upper end
portion 16 and his feet disposed adjacent to lower end
portion 17. The bather may periodically or continu-
ously cool himself by turning the valve 27 on the fluid
inlet coupling 26 whereupon water is permitted to flow
from the fluid supply conduit 55 to the conduit 15 com-
prising the frame, When water circulates in the conduit
i% under normal tap pressure, it is forced through the
crifices 25 in the conduit and due to the angular inclina-
tion of the orifices, is directed upwardly and inwardly of
the frame in a fine spray. A sun bather reclining on the
sheet material 45 is thereupon subjected to the spray
and is immediately cooled off in a refreshing manner.

By adjusting himself on the sheet material 45, water
accumulated thereon may be drained off through the
drainage holes 49 or, if a foraminous sheet material has
‘been employed, through the mesh openings of the ma-
terial. Couversely, by lying on the holes 49, :drainage
therethrough may be precluded so that water accumu-
lates in a pool on the sheet member. When the water
supply includes a lengthy garden hose 55 arranged in
the sun, regulation of the rate of spray by means of the
valve 27 regulates the temperature of the water as heated
by the sun. = In this manner, the spray may be of cooling
or warming effect, as desired.

1n the event that it becomes desirable to clean out the
conduit 15 of collected particles of dust, dirt and the
like, the valve 29 is opened and with the valve 27 also
opened, a supply of water is sent through the conduit
and fiushed through the drainage faucet 28.

Although the invention has been disclosed in the de-
sign of a cot or other type of bed, the principles of this
invention are not to be so limited. It will be readily ap-
parent that this invention may be used in any type of
outdoor furniture wherein water may be discharged or
conducted within the frame structure for the body sup-
porting surface. As herein disclosed, it is particularly
adapied for use with those articles of the furniture con-
structed of hollow tubing. These include, besides:the
disclosed structure, various forms of chairs, chaise
longues, hammocks and the like. Further, the invention
is not to be limited to the specific form of body support-
ing surface, as 45, shown in the drawings. It is only
necessary that the manner of comnnection of the support-
ing surface to the framework be such as to permit the
discharge of water through the orifices centrally or in-
wardly of the frame.

Although the invention has been herein shown and
described in what is conceived to be the most practical
and preferred embodiment, it is recognized that depar-
tures may be made therefrom within the scope of the in-
vention, which is not to be limited to the details dis-
closed herein but is to be accorded the full scope of the
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claims so as to embrace any and all equivalent devices
and apparatus.

Having described my invention,” what I claim as new
and desire to secure by Letters Patent is:

1. An article of furniture comprising an open frame
of hollow tubular construction, body support means of
sheet ‘material  tensioned within the frame, the frame
having orifices therein for directing a spray of fluid over
the body support means, and fluid inlet means in the
frame adapted for connection to a source of fluid under
pressure.

2. An article of furniture comprising a hollow tubular
substantially rectangular frame having a plurality of
orifices directed inwardly of the frame, a support mem-
ber positicned within the frame, means mounting the
support member in the frame with a space defined be-
tween the support member and the frame in circumscrib-
ing relation to the support member, and means for supply-
ing fluid under pressure to. the frame.

3. An article of furniture comprising a flexible sheet
of material having a periphery and forming a support
surface, a frame encompassing the sheet material and
tensicning the material therein, the frame comprising an
endless fluid conduit having a plurality of orifices di-
rected over the sheet material, and means for supplying
finid under pressure to the frame.

4. An article of furniture comprising a flexible sheet
of material having ‘a periphery and forming a support
surface, a frame circumscribing the sheet material
adapted-to be supported in a substantially horizontal po-
sition and being: connected to the periphery of the sheet
material, -the frame comprising an endless fluid conduit
having a plurality of orifices each having an axis angular-
Iy inclined inwardly from the vertical, and means for
supplying fluid under pressure to the frame.

5. A portable cot comprising a substantially rectang-
ular flexible sheet of material forming a support sor-
face, a .substantially rectangular frame encompassing
the sheet. material and being connected to the periphery.
thereof tensioning the sheet material therein, the frame
comprising an endless tubular member having a plurality
of orifices” therein angularly inclined to direct a spray
of fluid inwardly over the support surface and having a
fluid inlet coupling, and means supplying fluid to the
inlet coupling.

6. An article of outdoor furniture comprising a sub-
stantially rectangular frame of tubular construction, sup-
port means adapted to mount the frame in substantially
horizontal position, a substantially rectangular body sup-
porting sheet member mounted within the frame having
head, body and foot resting surfaces thereon, and means
for introducing a quantity of fluid under pressure to the
hollow interior of the frame, the frame having a plural-
ity of orifices in spaced positions about the body and foot
resting surfaces of the sheet member, each of the orifices
having an axis inwardly and upwardly inclined to direct
fluid spray over the body and foot supporting surfaces

of the sheet member, .

7. A cot adapted for use in bathing comprising a sub-
stantially rectangular frame of hollow tubing adapted to
be supported in substantially horizontal position having
a pair of opposite end portions, a pair of relatively longer
side portions and corner portions defined at the junctions
of the side and end portions, a substantially rectangular
fabric member having a plurality of drainage holes there-
in extended between and having the periphery thereof
connected to the end and side portions of the frame pro-
viding a substantially horizontal body supporting surface,
one of the end portions and both of the side portions
having a plurality of orifices therein each angularly in-
clined inwardly of the frame between a horizontal and a
vertical plane adapted to direct a spray of water over the
fabric member, the hollow tubing having a fluid inlet and
a drainage outlet, a fluid supply conduit connected to the
fluid inlet, valve means associated with the fluid inlet for
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selective adjustment of fluid flow to the conduit, a pair
of upright substantially U-shaped legs disposed in inter-
secting connected relation beneath the hollow tubing each
connected at diagonally opposite corners of the tubing,
and an upright substantially V-shaped brace having an
apex joined to the legs at their point of intersection and
opposite ends connected centrally of the side portions.

8. An article of furniture comprising an open frame of
hollow tubular construction, a body supporting member
mounted in a substantially horizontal position in the
frame and in spaced relation thereto defining an air pas-
sage therebetween, the frame having orifices therein di-
rected upwardly over the body supporting member, and
means for supplying fluid under pressure to the frame.

9. An article of furniture comprising a body support
member, a frame circumscribing the body support mem-
ber, and means suspending the body support member
within the frame in inwardly spaced relation thereto, the
frame having fluid conducting means adapted for con-
nection to a source of fluid under pressure and being dis-
posed adjacent to the body support member and having
orifices therein directed upwardly over the body support
member.

10. An article of outdoor furniture comprising a sub-
stantially horizontal tubular member defining a body re-
ceiving area therein, a body supporting member mounted
within the tubular member having head, body and foot
resting surfaces thereon, the tubular member and the body
supporting member lying in a substantially common plane,
and means for introducing fluid under pressure into the
tubular member, said tubular member having a plurality
of orifices in spaced positions about the body and foot
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resting surfaces of the body supporting member, each of
the orifices having an axis inwardly and upwardly in-
clined to direct fluid spray over the body and foot sup-
porting surface of the body supporting member.

11. An article of outdoor furniture comprising a tubu-
lar member defining a body receiving area therein and
adapted to be mounted in a substantially horizontal posi-
tion, a body supporting member of sheet material mounted
within the tubular member having head, body and foot
resting surfaces thereon lying in substantially the same
plane as the tubular member, and means for supplying
fluid under pressure into the tubular member, the tubular
member having a plurality of orifices in spaced positions
around the body and foot resting surfaces of the sheet
member, each of the orifices having an axis inwardly and
upwardly inclined to direct fluid spray over the body and
foot supporting surfaces of the sheet member.

12. An article of furniture comprising a body support-
ing member of sheet material having a peripheral edge
and a body supporting surface, a tubular member con-
nected to the body supporting member along the edge
thereof and lying in substantially the same plane as the
body supporting surface, the -tubular member having a
plurality of orifices each having an axis angularly in-
clined inwardly of the tubular member toward the body
supporting member, and means for supplying fluid under
pressure to the tubular member.
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