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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ABRAM. B. HAGAMAN, 

of Jackson, in the parish of West Feliciana. 
and State of Louisiana, have invented a new 
and useful Improvement in Bale-Ties, of which 
the following is a specification: 
The invention relates to the construction of 

bands for baling cotton and other commodities 
or articles, whereby a separate buckle or tie is 
dispensed with; and it consists in one or more 
projections on the edge or edges of the band, 
in combination with slits for locking the band 
around the bale. 
In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 rep 

resents a band constructed according to my 
invention. Fig. 2 is an edge view of the band 
as when “tied” around a bale. Fig. 3 is a side 
view of the same. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts. 
A is the band, having at one end one or 

more lock-slits, B, opposite which are projec 
tions C. At the other end of the band are one 
or more lock-slits, D, in the opposite edge of 
the band. These latter slits D extend only 
about one-third the width of the band. The 
slits B being two-thirds the width, it will be 
seen that, when the ends are locked together, 
as represented in Fig. 2, the edges of the two 
ends will be even, and, the slits B being re-en 
forced by the projections C, the band will be 
much stronger than it would be if the slits at 
each end were cut half-way across, as is usual 
in lock-joints. 
We are aware that bale-bands have been 

locked in a similar manner before; but such 
bands, being cut half off at the lock joint, are 
Weak, and Will not stand the strain to which they 
are subjected when the bale is released from the 
pressure of the press and expands. By means 
of the projections C opposite the slits in one 
end of the band, and the slits cut as described, 
the lock-joint band is made strong and dura 
ble, thus saving much expense and trouble in 
baling cotton, as well as other commodities. 
In locking the band, the end in which are 

the small slits D is passed through the V 
shaped opening E, which opening is re-en 
forced by one of the projections C. The fric 
tion thus produced keeps the band in place, 
and protects the joint as the bale is tumbled 
about, and also facilitates the operation of 
locking the band. 
The expense of separate bale-ties or buckles 

is a very important item to the cotton pro 
ducer, and any device which will allow it to 
be dispensed with will be hailed with delight 
by cotton planters. 
Having thus described my invention, I claim. 

as new, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent 
The bale-band provided with projections C, 

located on opposite sides, the slits B I), and 
an intermediate slit or notch, E, as shown, and 
for the purpose set forth. 
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