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10 Clains. 

This invention relates generally to lighting fix 
tures, and more. Specifically to lighting fixtures 
of the type adapted for use in association with 
display cases and Similar structures, the pre 

5 dominant object of the invention being to provide 
an improved lighting fixture of this type Which 
is capable of performing its intended function in 
a very efficient manner. 

It is well understood that display cases of the 
10 type employed in meat shops, grocery stores, and 

other sales establishments, are provided with 
electric lighting means which are arranged gen 
erally at the upper portions of the transparent 
front Wall portions of the display cases for tine 

ls purpose of casting light into the interiors of said 
cases so as to illuminate: the goods displayed 
therein. The electric lighting means Which 
heretofore were employed for this purpose did 
not function in the desired efficient manner, and 

20 I have therefore devised the improved structure 
disclosed in the present application Which, briefly 
stated, comprises an elongated housing . Within 
which electric light producing eleinents are dis 
posed. The elongated housing referred to is 

26 composed of a plurality of housing portions, the 
housing portions at opposite ends of the elongated 
housing being fixed and the intermediate housing 
portions being mounted for pivotal novement. 
The structure also includes suitable clip elements, 

30 which serve to retain the pivoted housing por 
tions in their closed positions, and reflectOr elle 
ments which direct light into the interiors of 
the display cases. 
An important feature of the invention arises 

85 from the fact that the improved lighting fixture 
is so constructed and arranged that fixtures of 
various lengths may be made up from Standard 
stock parts which would be carried on hand by 
manufacturers of the improved fixture. In other 

40 words, display cases of the type. With which my 
improved lighting fixture is used are made in 
various lengths, and lighting fixtures of the in 
proved construction may also be made in different 
lengths to correspond to the various lengths of 

45 the display cases by employing housing portions 
of greater or fewer number in assembling the 
fixtures. Thus the necessity for a manufacturer 
to carry, on hand a stock of lighting fixtures of 
various fixed lengths is eliminated, and the cost 

50 of providing display cases with lighting fixtures 
is very greatly reduced. - ?. 

Fig. 1 is a front elevation of the upper portion 
of a display case with which one of my improved 
lighting fixtures is associated, portions of the 

55 lighting fixture being shown in Section. 

(CI. 240-6) 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged cross-section on line 2-2 
Of Fig. 1. 

In the drawing, wherein is shown for the pur 
pose of illustration, merely, one embodiment of 
tine invention, A designates the upper front por 
tion Cf a display case, said display case : being 
provided With a transparent front wall portion 
B. Which permits goods displayed within the case 
A to be Viewed from without the case. The 
transparent front Wall portion B of the case is 6 
preferably in the form of one or more sheets of 
glass which are held in place in the usual man 
mer, aÍnd my improved lighting fixture, which 
is designated generally by the reference char 
acter F, is extended longitudinally of the trans 
parent Wall portion B, preferably at the top 
thereof. 

Referring now to the lighting fixture F, said 
fixture includes a plurality of brackets 1 which 
are Spaced longitudinally of the display case. A 
and are Secured to the front wall thereof at points 
immediately above the transparent wall portion 
B by Suitable fastening devices. 2. Each bracket, 
1 includes an upper portion 3 which contacts with 
the Outei face of the front wall of the display 
case A and through which the fastening devices 
2 paSS, a portion 4 which extends outwardly from 
the lower end of the portion 3 at an approximate 
right angle, with respect thereto, and a down 
Wardly extended portion 5 having an inwardly in 
clined, lower portion 6. At the upper end thereof 
the portion 3 of each bracket 1 is provided with 
Spaced apart ears 7 having alined openings 
formed therethrough, and at the lower end of the 
portion 6 of each bracket 1: an enlarged portion 
8 is provided through which an opening is formed. 
Each bracket 1 is provided with a strengthening 
Web 9, aS shown clearly in Fig. 2. . . . 
The lighting fixture F includes also an elon 

gated housing 10 which extends longitudinally of 
the display case A, as shown in Fig. i. The hous 
ing 10 is produced by a plurality of housing por 
tions which are assembled in alinement so as to 
produce a cointinuous housing or trough, and as 
will be apparent on inspection of Fig. 1, the hous 
ing portions 10 at opposite ends of the housing 10 
are relatively. Short when compared with the 
intermediate housing portions 10b. The housing 
portions 10 are rigidly fixed to the front wall of 
the display case. A by being Secured to brackets 
11, which are in turn Secured to said front Wall 
of the display case, and Said housing portions -10a 
are provided with end walls 12, as shown in Fig.1, 
which close the housing 10 at the opposite ends 
thereof, 
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'ciated in the USua manner. 

2 
The intermediate housing portions 0 of the 

housing 10 are hingedly connected at the lower 
portions thereof to the lower ends of the brackets 
1, Said intermediate housing portions i0b having 
fixed thereto upstanding ears 12 that are pro 
vided with openings formed therethrough which 
are a lined With the openings forlined through the 
lower portions 8 of the brackets 1, and hinge pins 
13 aire extended through the openings in the 
bracket portions 8 and ears 2 so as to hingedly 
secure the intermediate housing portions to the 
bracketS. he fixed housing portions 10a at the 
opposite ends of the housing 10 are provided with 
upstainding eal'S 12' Which aid ii) Supporting the 
Outer most hinge pins 13 (Fig. 1). The housing 
portions 10a and 10b in cross-section are of the 
shape illustrated in Fig. 2; that is to say, each 
of said housing portions is provided with a plu 
rality of angularly airl'aiged flat faces. Also, each 
housing portion is provided with in Wardly cent 
portions 14 and 14” at the Uppe' aindi loWeir edges 
of Said housing portions. 

Pivotally secured to the brackets 1 at the upper 
ends thereof is a plurality of clip elements 15, the 
pivotal connection between the clip elements and 
the brackets being obtained by Shaping the upper 
end portions of the ciip elements to provide eyes 
and passing pins through openings formed 
through the Spaced ears 7 of the brackets and 
through said eyes of Said clip elements. At the 
lower eind Of each Clip element 15 the imaterial 
thereof is shaped to provide a curved gripping 
portion 16. The clip elements 15, which are 
formed of Spiring raterial, are Shaped to corre 
spond to the cross-sectional Sihape of the housing 
portions of the housing 10, as shown in Fig. 2, 
and said clip elements are positioned at the points 
where ends of adjacent housing portions are lo 
cated ilin close proximity to each other. "Time 
arrangement of the ciip eleinents and the widths 
thereof are Such that When the adjacent housing 
portions are in their closed positions, as illus 
trated by full lines in Fig. 2, Said clip elements 
may be moved to the full line position of Fig. 2 
where they overlap edge portions of adjacent 
housing portions. Also, when SO positioned the 
curved gripping portiOHNS 16 of Said clip eie Frients 
are positioned behind the bent portions 14 of the 
housing portions of the housing 18 and grip Sane, 
Whereby the clip elements a'e heid in positions 
where they prevent the upper portions of the 
housing portions froin Swinging outwardly about 
their pivots to open positions. 
Supported by the portions 4 of the brackets 

is an elongated hollow structure 17 which pro 
vides a conduit for electrical conductors 18. The 
conduit 17 has fixed thereto a plurality of Suitable 
sockets 19 with which electric lamps 20 are asso 

The electric con 
ductors are, Of course, coininected to a suitable 
'Source of electrical energy (not shown) and to 
the sockets 19 so that the electric lanps will 
produce light. Fixed to a bracket 2i Secured to 
each of the intermediate housing portions 10b is 

! a reflector 22 Which is aSSOciated With an adja 
cent electric lamp 20 in Such maniaei that light 
from Said electric lamp will be directed through 
the transparent Wall portion B of the display case 
A, Said reflectors being movable with Said inter 
mediate housing portions when they are moved 
about their pivot points. The housing portions 
10b are provided with ventilation openings 23, as 
shown in Fig. 1. 
When my improved lighting fixture is in use it 

adds considerably to the appearance of the dis 

1,961,934. 
play Case With which it is associated. Also, when 
it is desired to gain access to the electric lamps 
it is an extremely simple matter to disengage the 
gripping portions 16 of the clip elements and 
SWing Said clip elements upwardly about their 
pivots, Whereupon the intermediate housing por 
tions inay be swung downwardly about their 
pivotS to the position indicated by dotted lines 
in Fig. 2. 

it is plain from the foregoing that a lighting 
fixture of any desired length may be produced by 
a SSernibling the proper number of housing sections, 
brackets i, and clip elements 15, hence, as already 
Stated herein, the necessity for a manufacturer 
to carry in Stock lighting fixtures of different fixed 
iengths is eliminated. 

It will be noted that each reflector 22 is spaced 
apart froin the associated housing portion to pro 
Vide a pa SSageway 22" for air between the reflector 
and the housing portion. This arrangement is 
important, inasmuch as it provides for the cir 
culation of air through the passageway 22, which 
air tends to maintain the housing portion in a 
relatively cool condition. 

I claim: 
1. A lighting fixture complising a supporting 

bracket, an elongated housing portion, ineans for 
pivotally attaching Said housing portion to said 
Supporting bracket, a clip for retaining said hous 
ing Ortion in a predeterrained position, said clip 
being of Substantially the same shape as said 
housing and being adapted to completely en 
bra.ce the housing, pivot means for pivotally at 
taching Said clip to Said Supporting bracket, and 
a light Source withii said housing portion. 

2. A lighting fixture comprising a supporting 
bracket, an elongated housing portion, naeans for 
pivotally attaching Said housing portion at one 
Of its edges to Said Supporting bracket, a clip for 
retaining Said housing portion in a predeter 
finilled position, Said clip being of substantially 
the Saline Shape as Said holising and being adapt 
ed to completely embrace the housing, pivot 
means for providing pivotal attachment for said 
clip at an end thereof to said supporting bracket, ; ; 
the pivotally attached end of said clip being lo 
cated adjacent to the free edge portion of said 
housing portion, and a light source within said 
ihousing portion. 

3. A lighting fixture comprising a supporting 
bracket, an elongated housing portion, means for 
pivotally attaching Said housing portion at one 
of its edges to Said supporting bracket, a clip 
for retaining Said housing portion in a predeter 
mined position, Said clip being of substantially 
the Same shape as Said housing and being adapt 
ed to completely embrace the housing, pivot 
means for providing pivotal attachment for said 
clip at an end thereof to said supporting bracket, 
the pivotally attached end of said clip being lo 
cated adjacent to the free edge portion of Said 
housing portion, a light source within said hous 
iing portion, and reflecting means associated with 
Said light Source. 

4. A lighting fixture comprising a Supporting 
bracket, an elongated housing portion, means for 
pivotally attaching said housing portion at one 
of its edges to said Supporting bracket, a clip for 
retaining Said housing portion in a predeter 
mined position, said clip being of substantially 
the same shape as said housing and being adapt 
ed to completely embrace the housing, pivot 
means for providing pivotal attachment for said 
clip at an end thereof to said supporting bracket, 
the pivotally attached end of said clip being lo 
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1,961,934 
cated adjacent to the free edge portion of said 
housing portion, a light Source Within said hous 
ing portion, and reflecting means associated with 
Said light Source and movable. With said housing 
portion. 

5. A lighting fixture comprising a Supporting 
bracket, a plurality of elongated housing por 
tions, means for pivotally attaching Said housing 
portions to said supporting bracket, clip means 
for retaining Said housing portions in their closed 
positions, means for pivoting Said clip means to 
Said supporting bracket, said clip means being of 
Substantially the Same shape as Said housing and 
being arranged to completely embrace the hous 
ing, said clip means being adapted to overlap ad 
jacent edge portions of proximate housing por 
tions, and light-producing means within Said 
housing portionS. 

6. A lighting fixture comprising Supporting 
means, a plurality of elongated housing portions, 
means for pivotally attaching said housing pol 
tions to Said Supporting means, pivoted clip 
means for retaining said housing portions in their 
closed positions, said clip means being of Sub 
stantially the same shape as said housing and 
being arranged to completely embrace the hous 
ing, said clip means being adapted to overlap 
adjacent edge portions of proximate housing por 
tions, and light-producing means within Said 
housing portions, the points at which Said hous 
ing portions and said clip means are pivoted be 
ing at opposite sides of said housing portions. 

7. A lighting fixture comprising Supporting 
means, a plurality of elongated housing portions, 
means for pivotally attaching Said housing por 
tions to said Supporting means, pivoted clip 
means for retaining said housing portions in their 
closed positions, said clip means being adapted 
to overlap adjacent edge portions of proximate 
housing portions, light-producing means Within 
said housing portions, the points at which Said 
housing portions and said clip means are pivoted 
being in opposed relation with respect to Said 
housing portions, and fixed housing portions at 
opposite ends of said lighting fixture which co 
operate with said pivoted housing portions to pro 
vide a continUOUS hOUSing. 

8. A lighting fixture comprising Supporting 
means, a plurality of elongated housing portions, 
means for pivotally attaching said housing por 

3 
tions to said supporting means, pivoted clip 
means for retaining Said housing portions in their 
closed positions, said clip means being adapted 
to overlap adjacent edge portions of proximate 
housing portions, light-producing means. Within 
said housing portions, the points at Which said 
housing portion and said clip means are pivoted 
being in opposed relation with respect to Said 
housing portions, fixed housing portions at Op 
posite ends of said lighting fixture which co 
operate with said pivoted housing portions to pro 
vide a continuous housing, and reflecting means 
asSociated with said light-producing means. 

9. A lighting fixture comprising Supporting 
means, an elongated housing portion, means for 
pivotally attaching said housing portion to said 
supporting means, pivoted clip means for retain 
ing said housing portion in its closed position, 
light-producing means Within Said housing por 
tion, the points at which Said housing portion 
and said clip means are pivoted being in Opposed 
relation. With respect to Said housing portion, and 
fixed housing portions at opposite ends of said 
lighting fixture which co-operate With said piv 
oted housing portion to provide a continuous 
housing, said clip means being adapted to over 
lap adjacent edge portions of Said pivoted hous 
ing portion and said fixed housing portions. 

10. A lighting fixture comprising Supporting 
means, an elongated housing portion, means for 
pivotally attaching said housing portion at One 
of its edges to said supporting means, a clip for 
retaining said housing portion in a predetermined 
position, said clip being of Substantially the Same 
shape as said housing and being adapted to 
completely embrace the housing, pivot means for 
providing pivotal attachment for said clip at an 
end thereof, the pivotally attached end of said 
clip being located adjacent to the free edge por 
tion of said housing portion, a light Source With 
in said housing portion, reflecting means aSSOci 
ated with said light source, said reflecting means 
being associated With Said housing portion in 
spaced relation with respect to the wall thereof 
so as to provide an air passageway between said 
reflecting means and said wall of said housing 
portion, and means for securing Said reflecting 
means to the spaced wall of said housing portion. 

OSWALD. W. KLINGSICK. 
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