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To all whom it may concern: 
iBe it known that we, HENRY M. CROUSE 

and EDWARD W. CROUSE, citizens of the 
United States, residing at Chicago, in the 
county of Cook and State of Illinois, have 
invented a new and useful Index for Time 
Tables, of which the following is a complete 
specification. 

in railway time tables, and indices for 
same as heretofore arranged, so far as known 
to applicants, more or less difficulty is ex 
perienced in locating the particular station, 
even after the page on which it occul's has 
been found. In the Official Railway Guide, 
when looking for a station, it is necessary 
first to consult the index of stations and 
'aill'oads and learn on what road or roads 
the one in question is located, then turn to 
the index of that road and determine on 
what page or in what table the station may 
be found, after which it is necessary to refer 
to Said page or table and locate it among the 
hundred or more that appear on the same 
page or in the same table. 
The present invention is directed to over 

coming the above mentioned difficulty by 
providing an improved index which will 
greatly facilitate the location of any station, 
the railroads common to it, etc., and thus 
effect a great saving of time and render the 
Work much simpler. 
The improved index may be applied to 

time tables, agents lists of freight tariffs 
used by other freight agents, or other simi 
The application of the improvement is 

illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in 
which 

Figure 1 represents in outline one page of 
the time table in a railway folder which has 
been adapted to our improved index and in 
which is shown the subdivisions of a main 
line table and also branch line tables or sub 
divisions, the subdivisions each having a des 
ignating character placed above or on the 
imargin thereof. Fig. 2 shows a portion of 
the improved index of the form suitable for 
railway folders covering a single railway or 
ceding figure; and Fig. 3 illustrates a frag 
ment of the index of the form applied to 
time tables when compiled in book form, as 
in the Official Railway Guide. 
The only requirement necessary to adapt 

an ordinary time table to the improved in 
dex herein set forth is that the subdivisions 

of the table have characters to designate 
then suitably placed. 

in Fig. 1 is shown, in outline, a time table 
of the ordinary folder type with such desig 
nating chai'acter's placed at the top Ol' On 
the margins thereof. The time table relates 
to the “ Burlington route.” On the left 
hand side of the figure is shown a main line 
table, and on the right-hand side branch line 
tables. The first subdivision in the main 
line table is designated at the top and on the 
left-hand margin by A, the initial station of 
this subdivision being Chicago and the 
final station. “Albia. The second Subdivision 
is designated B, the third C, the fourth D, 
etc., the last one in this table being G, these 
characters all being placed on the left-hand 
margin. On the light-hand side of the page 
shown in this figure (Fig. 1) are the subdi 
visions H to K, inclusively of the branch 
lines, each character H, I, etc., being placed 
at the top and on the right-hand margin of 
its respective table. These several subdivi 
sions A, B, C, etc., of the time table are com 
prised as usual of a number of columns, a 
column (, of the stations, a column l) showing 
the number of miles each station is from the 
initial station, and columns 6 containing the 
train number and time it is due at each sta 
tion, the corresponding items in the several 
columns being, as usual, in transverse aline 
ment. Since most of the subdivisions con 
tain a considerable number of stations, to 
have set them all up in the lists would have 
encumbered the drawings without adding 
to their clearness, hence only a few stations 
at the beginning and at the end of each sub 
division were shown in the subdivisions dis 
closed in Fig. 1. 

In Fig. 2 is set forth, in outline, a frag 
inent of the index which constitutes the 
chief novel element of the present invention. 
This index comprises a column d of the sta 
tions alphabetically arranged, a column e of 
numerals indicating the page or pages on 
which the several stations may be found, a 
column f consisting of characters which re 
fer to the particular subdivision or subdivi 
sions in which the corresponding station ap 
pears, and a column of of numerals which in 
dicate the number of miles each station is 
from the initial station of the subdivision; 
or in the case of main line time tables, the 
distance from the initial station of the line. 
The method of using the index is obvious; 
for instance, if it is desired to locate “Afton, 
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Iowa, by reference to the stations in col 
umn d. Afton is found, and opposite this 
name in the columns e, if and g, is found, re 
spectively, 13-E-384, indicating that this 
station appears on page 13, in subdivision E, 
and is 384 miles from the initial station. On 
turning to the page, Afton is readily located 
by glancing at once to the required subdivi 
sion, the miles column enabling the observer 
to quickly select the approximate location in 
the subdivision with scarcely more than a 
casual glance and without reading over a 
long list of stations. Again, Suppose the 
station whose location is desired is “Amboy, 
Illinois.” The index reading is 13-K-27, 
and by reference to page 13, subdivision K, 
and a quick glance down the miles column to 
27, the station is located with the cost of 
very little effort and time. In time tables of 
the foldel' type, in which reference is had 
constantly to a single road, no reference to 
same in the index is necessary. In the Offi 
rial failuay (tide it becomes necessary, 
however, to give the railroads common to a 
town as well. To do this an extra column, 
consisting of the names of the railroads 
passing through each station is given, the 
index otherwise remaining the same. In 
short, this is a special form of the index and 
is shown in Fig. 3. In the column in this 
figure are the names of the railroads com 
mon to each station, so that in Searching for 
a station in the Official Railway Guide, it is 
first located in the alphabetical list in col 
umn (d. After it has been located and the 
names of the railroads passing therethrough 
learned, its location on the desired road is 
obtained by the same index and method as 
above described. When this index is em 
ployed in a railway guide of time tables for 
many roads, only one index is required, and 
the needed information is all given therein 
briefly and Succinctly, so that long searches 
for stations are avoided and the least pos 
sible amount of time is required. An index 
of this improved type, while valuable to 
anyone wishing to consult a time table, is of 
special value to ticket agents and others who 
are required to give the traveling public 
such information continually, and often at 
very busy times for them. 
Wherever the term station is used in the 

934,658 

foregoing specification, it is intended to in 
clude cities, towns, villages, etc. 
What we claim as our invention, and de 

sire to secure by Letters Patent, is: 
1. An index for time tables comprising 

a column consisting of the names of the 
stations alphabetically arranged and divided 
into subdivisions, a column of numerals ap 
propriately designated to show the page or 
pages on which the corresponding stations 
may be found, and a column of numerals 
suitably characterized to indicate a number 
of miles, the coll'esponding items in the 
several columns being in transverse aline 
ment, substantially as described. 

2. An index for time tables comprising a 
column consisting of the names of the sta 
tions alphabetically arranged and divided 
into subdivisions, a column of numerals ap 
propriately designated to show the page Ol' 
pages on which the corresponding stations 
may be found, a column of characters prop 
erly denominated to refer to the particular 
subdivision on said page. Ol' pages, and a 
column of numerals suitably characterized to 
indicate a number of miles, the correspond 
ing items in the Several columns being in 
transverse alinement, substantially as de 
scribed. 

3. An index for time tables comprising a 
column consisting of the names of the sta 
tions alphabetically arranged and divided 
into subdivisions, a column consisting of the 
names of railroads common to each of Said 
stations, a column of numerals appropriately 
designated to show the page or pages on 
which the corresponding stations may be 
found, a column of characters properly de 
nominated to refer to the particular subdi 
vision on said page or pages in which the 
station corresponding may be found, and a 
column of numerals suitably characterized 
to indicate a number of miles, the corre 
sponding items in the several columns being 
in transverse alinement, substantially as 
described. 

HENRY M. CROUSE. 
EDWARD W. CROUSE. 

Witnesses: - 

MARY TRIEB, 
F. W. HOFFMEISTER. 
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