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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, VireiL S. WEEKLEY, a

citizen of the United States, residing at
Pennsboro, in the county of ‘Ritchie and
State of West Virginia, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Poultry-
Coops, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, reference being had therein to the ac-
companying drawing. .
My invention relates to improvements in
poultry coops and consists in the novel con-
struction, combination and arrangement of
parts hereinafter described and claimed.

The object of the invention is to provide a
device of this character which will be of sim-
ple, durable and comparatively inexpensive
construction, which may be readily moved
about and conveniently handled, and in
which poultry or the like may be kept in a
cleanly and economical manner.

Further objects and advantages as well
as the structural features by means of which
these objects are attained will be made clear
by an examination of the following specifica-
tion taken in connection with t%e acconi-
panying drawings, in which, ‘

Figure 1 is an elevation of the front side
of my improved poultry coop; Figure 2 is &
vertical longitudinal section; Fig. 3 is a hori-
zontal section; and Fig. 4 is a vertical trans-
verse section.

My improved poultry coop comprises four
corner posts 1, the lower ends of which serve
as legs to support the body of the coop a
suitable distance above the ground, floor or
the like. The body portion of the coop is
formed by upper and lower pairs of longi-
tudinal or side bars 2, 3 and similar pairs

“of end bars 4, 5. These bars 2, 3, 4, 5 are

connected together in any suitable manner
and the ends of the lower pair of side bars 3

. are extended beyond the posts 1, as shown
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at 6, for a purpose presently explained. The
upper pair of side bars 2 are connected by
transverse slats.7 which form an open top
for the coop. The bars 2, 3 on each side are
connected by vertical slats 9 which form the
front and back or the opposite sides of the
coop. Similar vertical slats 10 connect the
bars 4, 5 and form the two ends of the coop.
The slats 9, have their ends mortised or set
in the bars which they connect, as clearly
shown at 9% in Fig. 1 of the drawings. The
slats 10 have their ends set in the bars which
they connect in a similar manner. The bot-
tom of the body portion of the coop is formed

by transversely extending slats 11 which are
spaced apart sufficiently to permit dirt and
refuse to drop between them and into a col-
lecting chamber or recepatele 12 arranged
beneath the body portion of the coop. Sur-
rounding the bottom 11 is a guard 13 which
prevents the dirt upon said bottom from fall-
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ing outside of the coop through the slats of -

the sides and ends thereof. This guard 13
is formed by four boards arranged upon the
tops of the bars 3, 3; 5, 5 and between the

osts 1, and they are engaged with the inner
faces of the slats 9, 10, as clearly shown in
Figs. 2 and 4. Theupper ends of these guard
boards 13 are beveled downwardly and in-
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wardly as shown at 14. Two of the slats 11

are extended beyond the back or one side of
the coop, as shown at 15, for a purpose pres-
ently explained. _
To permit of the insertion and removal of
the poultry a door 16 is arranged in the front
side of the coop, and as here shown, consists
of two slats 17 which have beveled edges. 18
adapted to slide in under-cut grooves 19
formed in the side bars 2, 3, as seen in Fig. 1.
The upper ends of the door slats 17 are con-
nected by a cross bar 20 which when the door
is closed engages the top of the front side bar
2. These slats 17 are connected upon their
inner sides adjacent to their lower ends by a
cross bar 21 which slidably engages two of
the adjacent slats 9 as the door is slid verti-
cally to either its opened or closed position.
The lower ends of the slats 17 are further con-
nected upon their outer sides by a cross bar
or cleat 22 which projects sufliciently to
form a hand piece by means of which the
door may be readily operated. '
The ends 6 of the side bars 3 and the ends
15 of the.slats 11 are extended as shown for
the purpose of supporting removable troughs
23, 24, 25. The trough 24 is supported by
the ends 15 of the slats 11 adjacent.to the
slats 9 of the back of the coop and is prefer-
ably uséd for holding drinking water for the
poultry; and the troughs 23, 25 are similarly
supported by the ends 6 of the bars 3 adja-~
cent to the slats 10 of the ends of the coop,
one trough being used to contain feed and
the other grit. Asshown, these troughs are
similar in construction, each consisting of a
V-shaped body 26 arranged between end
pieces 27 which have reduced lower portions
28 connected by base boards 29. The re-
duced portions 28 of the ends 27 of the
troughs 23, 25 are adapted to fit in recesses
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30 formed in the extended ends 6 of the bars
3, as clearly shown in Fig. 1; and the base or
bottom board 29 of the water trough 24 is
adapted to have its outer edge engage the
shoulders 31 formed by enlargements upon
the outer ends of the portions 15 of the slats
11. The inner edge of this board 29 engages
the outer sides of the slats 9 as clearly shown
in Fig. 4. This construction enables the
troughs to be readily removed from their
projecting supports for cleaning or other
purposes.

The chamber or receptacle 12 is formed by
a horizontally arranged, longitudinally ex-
tending bottom board 32 and two down-
wardly and inwardly inclined boards 33
which have their lower edges supported by
the bottom board 32 and their upper edges
supported by longitudinally arranged cleats
secured upon the bars 3. The side or bot-
tom boards 33 of the chamber are inclined, as
shown in Fig. 4 so that they will direct the
dirt and refuse falling through the bottom
slats 11 of the coop upon the bottom board
32 so that the same may be readily removed
from the chamber or receptacle 12 through
either of its ends. These ends of said cham-
ber are closed by transversely sliding doors
34, the upper and lower edges of which are
onositely beveled at 35 to engage undercut
cleats 36 arranged transversely between the
posts 1, the upper cleats 36 being also se-
cured to the bars 3, and the lower cleats 36
secured to the bars 37 which connect the

osts 1 and support the bottom board 32.
%ertical cleats 38 are arranged transversely
of the doors 34 and serve as hand pieces by
means of which the doors may be readily
opened or closed. When one or both of the
doors are opened the dirt or refuse in the
chamber 12 may be readily removed there-
from by a scraper of any kind.

It will be seen that when my improved
coop is used poultry may be kept in a health-
ful and economical manner since all parts of
the coop may be quickly and easily cleaned
and food will be supplied at all times to the
poultry without liability of the same being
wasted. The provision of the slatted bot-
tom of the coop renders the same practically
self-cleaning and the guard 13 around the
bottom of the coop prevents dirt from drop-
ping outside of tﬁe same. It will also be
noted that the coop is of simple construction
so that it may be manufactured at a compar-
atively small cost and that it is convenient to
handle and may be readily transported from
place to place.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent of the United States is:

1. A portable poultry coop comprising a
body having its bottom formed with open-
ings, legs to support said body and a collect-
ing receptacle arranged beneath said bottom
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and connected to the same and to said legs,
substantially as described.

2. A portable poultry coop comprising a
body having a bottom provided with open-
ings, supporting legs for said body and a col-
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lecting receptacle arranged beneath said -

body and between said legs and having
downwardly and inwardly inclined walls,
substantially as described.

3. A portable poultry coop comprising a
body having a bottom provided with open-
ings, a collecting receptacle arranged beneath
said bottom and carried by said body, said
receptacle having an inclined bottom wall
section, and a door arranged at one end of
said receptacle, whereby the latter may be
readily cleaned, substantially as described.

4. A portable poultry coop comprising a
body having a bottom provided with open-
ings, supporting legs for said body, a collect-
ing receptacle arranged beneath said bottom
and between said legs and having down-
wardly and inwardly inclined walls, and a
door arranged at one end of said receptacle,
whereby the latter may be readily cleaned,
substantially as described.

5. A portable poultry coop comprising a
body having a bottom provided with open-
ings, supporting legs for said body, a collect-
ing receptacle arranged beneath said bottom
and between said legs, and. a sliding door
arranged at one end of said receptacle where-
by it may be readily cleaned, substantially
as described.

6. A coop of the character described, com-
prising a body having a bottom provided
with openings, upright guards arranged
around said bottom and having downwardly
and inwardly beveled upper edges, and a
collecting chamber or receptacle arranged
beneath said bottom, substantially as de-
scribed.

7. A coop of the character described, com-
prising a body having horizontally arranged
bars extended beyond one of the side walls
of said body to form supports, the latter
having seats in their upper edges and a

trough removably engaged with said seats,.

substantially as described. ,
8. A.coop of the character described, com-
prising a body having a slatted bottom, cer-

tain of the slats of said bottom being ex--

tended to form supports and a trough ar-

ranged upon said supports, substantially as .

described.

9. A coop of the character described, com-
prising corner posts, bars connecting said
posts, a body arranged upon said bars and
said posts, certain of said bars being ex-
tended beyond the vertical wall of the body

to provide supports and a trough arranged

upon said supports,
seribed.

10. A coop of the character described com-
prising corner posts, bars conmnecting said

substantially as de-
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' Eo‘sts,' certain of said bars being extended
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eyond said posts to form supports, slats
connecting ‘certain of said bars and forming
a body, troughs removably engaged with the
supports formed by the extended ends of
sald bars, a slatted bottom for said body,
certain of the slats of said bottom being ex-
tended and a trough removably mounted
upon the extended ends of said slats.
11. A coop of the character described com-
prising corner posts, bars connecting said

_ posts, certain of said bars being extended
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beyond said posts to form supports, slats
connecting certain of said bars and forming
a body, troughs removably engaged with the
supports formed by the extended ends of said
bars, a slatted bottom for said body, certain

8

of the slats of said bottom being extended,
a trough removably mounted upon the ex-
tended ends of said slats, a'guard surround-
ing said slatted bottom and having its upper
edge beveled inwardly and downwardly, a
chamber arranged beneath said slatted bot-
tom and having downwardly and inwardly
inclined walls, and transversely sliding doors
closing the ends of said chamber or recep-
tacle. '

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
signature in presence of two witnesses.

VIRGIL S. WEEKLEY.

Witnesses:
T. L. SHAFER,
R. B. McGREGOR.
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