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10 Cains, 

This invention relates generally to a cutter, 
and nihoi's particularly to a cutter of the type 
adapted for use foi' cutting or trimming window 
Shades, or the like, to the required width; and it 

5 has particular reference to that class of devices 
in which the trimining is accomplished by means 
of a rotatably inlounted knife or cutting blade 
after the curtain or shade has been wound upon 
itS l'oei. 
An object of this invention is to provide a de 

Vice of the ciharacter described having means as 
Sociated thei'ewith for cianping and holding in 
Operative position a rolled up window shade, or 
other in atterial, in the exact center Within the 
holding means, this being the case regardless of 
the variations in the size of diameter of the 
Shade G1 material being cut. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

in a device of the character described a novel 
and it proved holding and centering means, 
whereby the material to be cut or trimmed may 
be readily camped and centered in place in the 
device in Sulch a position as to have the rolled 
up in atterial disgosed in the exact center of the 
circle within which the cutting element rotates, 
So that a Liifoliin cut Will be made by the cutting 
element in its rotation about the naterial. 
A faither object of this invention is to provide 

a device of the character described having clanp 
iing means for securely holding the rolled up ma 
terial in place to be acted upon by a rotatably 
iountai kinife or cutting blade, the latter be 
irig detachably held in place in a rotatable 
Unit, and being Spiring pressed against the rolled 
up material so as to automatically feed itself to 
wards the center of the said rolled up inaterial. 
A still fuither object of this invention is to 

provide a device of the character described hav 
ing a supporting sleeve, at the forward end of 
which is noted a rotatable ring provided with 

, socketed handle, upon which is mounted for 
siating novelinent, a detachable glade, Said handle 
having means associated therewith for forcing 
said blade in an inward direction towards the 
center of the sleeve and stop means associated 
With said handle for retaining Said blade at the 
outward liiinii, of its movement. 
A still further object of this invention is to 

provide a device of the character described hav 
ing a supporting sleeve, adjacent one end of which 
is mounted a pair of clarnping jaWS, by means 
of which the 'olled up material to be trimmed 
may be securely held in the exact center of said 
Silpporting sleeve, the other end of Said sleeve 
having rotatably mounted theireon a ring provid 
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ed with a socketed handle, upon which is detach 
ably Secured a cutting blade, which is adapted 
for sliding movement relative to said handle, 
In eans for forcing said cutting blade in an in 
ward direction towards the center of said sup- 60 
porting sleeve, and a stop means associated with 
Said handle for retaining said cutting blade at 
the outward limit of its movement, in which po 
Sition it will be held in a non-operative arrange 
ment with respect to the material held within 65 
the Supporting sleeve. 
A still further object of this invention is to pro 

vide in a device of the character described a 
novel and improved clamping and self centering 
means, whereby the rolled up material to be acted 70 
upon ray be readily and conveniently clamped 
in place in the device and accurately centered 
therein regardless of the size of the diameter of 
the rolled up inaterial, said clamping means com 
prising a pair of jaws movable towards and away 75 
from each other and a single mechanism for ac 
tulating both of said jaws, whereby the said jaWS 
may be caused to move simultaneously a uniform 
distance towards or away from each other upon 
the actuation of said single mechanism. 
A still further object of this invention is to 

provide a device of the character described, which 
Will ba simple in construction, assembly and op 
eration, which will be rigid and durable in op 
eration, compact and neat in appearance and 85 
which will be highly efficient for carrying out 
the purposes for which it is designed. 
With the foregoing and other objects in view, 

which will appear as the description proceeds, 90 
the invention consists in certain novel and in 
proved features of construction, arrangement and 
conbination of parts hereinafter more fully de 
scribed, illustrated in the accompanying draw 
ings, and particularly pointed out in the appended 
claims, it being understood that various changes 
in the form and minor details of construction may 
be made without departing from the spirit or 
sacrificing any of the advantages of the invention. 

For the purpose of facilitating an understand- 100 
ing of my invention, I have illustrated in the ac 
companying drawings a preferred embodiment 
thereof, from an inspection of which, when con 
sidered in connection with the following descrip 
tion, my invention, its mode of construction, as los 
sembly and operation and many of its advan 
tages should be readily understood and appre 
ciated. 

Referring to the drawings, in which Similar 
characters of reference are employed to indicate IO 
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corresponding or similar parts throughout the 
Several figures of the drawingS:- 

Figure 1 is a front elevational view of lny in 
proved device with the cutting blade thereof 
shown in operative position; 

Figure 2 is a side elevational view of the Same 
showing a rolled up window Shade disposed 
therein; 

Figure 3 is a real elevational view of the Sane 
with the parts shown in the Same position aS in 
Figure 1; 

Figure 4 is a top plan view of the same with 
the Shade removed therefron; 

Figure 5 is a horizontal Sectional view through 
the device; 

Figure 6 is a longitudinal Sectional view 
through the Socketed handle; and 

Figure 7 is a transverse sectional view 
through the handle taken on line 7-7 of iig 
lure . - 

Referring to the drawings more specifically 
by characters of reference, the numeral 0 desig 
nates generally a bracket, upon the upper end 
of which is provided the circular plate portion 
1, on the rear face of which is formed an 
annular rearwardly extending flange 12, which 
fitS Over One end of an open Supporting sleeve 
13, to which the said flange is rigidly Secured 
by means of the Screws 14, or in any otheir 
Suitable and well known manner. The plate 
portion 11 is of larger diameter than the Sup 
porting sleeve 13 and is provided on the forward 
face thereof adjacent the periphery thereof with 
the Spaced forwardly extending arcuate por 
tions 15, 16, 17 and 18, Said portions being 
formed preferably integral With Said plate. 
Adjacent the lower end of the bracket 10, is 

provided a pair of longitudinally Spaced inwardly 
extending plate portions 19 and 20, between 
Which is adapted to be clamped the support 21 
to which the device may be secured, which Sup 
polrt may be the top of a table, any suitable 
ledge, Or the like. A Screw 22 is threaded 
through the lower plate 19, said screw having 
provided on its upper end a cap 23 or the like 
and On itS lower end is provided a head 24, 
through which extends a pin 25, by means of 
which the said Screw may be readily rotated in 
the desired direction after Securely attaching 
the device to any suitable supporting member. 
AS shown in the drawings, particularly in Fig 

ure 5, the inner face of the plate member 11 is 
mounted flush with the outer edge of the Sup 
porting sleeve 13, said plate being adapted for 
l'eceiving thereon a pair of movable clutch jaws 
26 and 27, the purpose of Winich is to be pres 
ently more fully described. The upper and Iower 
ends of Said clutch jaws are adapted to ride 
in the upper and lower guideways 28 and 29 
provided therefor on the plate 11, said guideways 
being formed by the plate members 30 and 31 
Secured to the arcuate portions 17 and 18 re 
Spectively. In the drawings illustrated the plate 
member 30 is detachably secured in place to the 
arcuate portion 17 by means of the Screws 32, 
Whereas the plate member 31 is shown as formed 
integral with its adjacent arcuate portion 18. 
The Space formed between the depending por. 
tion of the plate member 30 and the inner face 

11 forms the guideway 
28, the purpose of which is to be presently more 
fully described, and the space between the up 
standing portion of the plate member 31 and 
the inner face of the plate member 11 at the lower 
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end thereof forms the guideway 29, as illus 
trated more fully in Figure 2 of the drawings. 
In order to actuate the clutch jaWS 26 and 27 

So that the same may be inoved in Unison, I have 
provided the following novel and inproved mech 
anism which may be described as follows:- 
Mounted for sliding movement in the guide 

ways 28 and 29 is a U shaped bracket generally 
designated by the reference character 33, Said 
bracket having the horizontally disposed allins 34 
and 35 joined at their forward end by the ver 
tically disposed arm. 36. The forward ends of 
Said horizontally disposed allins 34 and 35 are 
adapted to be received in the guideways 28 and 
29 respectively for sliding moveinent thelein. To 
the firee ends of the arms 34 and 35 is 'igidly 
Secured in any suitable manner, Stich for exailple 
as by the Screws 37, the clutch jaw 26, Wiereby 
any sliding movement imparted to the backet 
33 will cause a corresponding movement of said 
jaW 26. Extending through a central Opening 
provided in the Vertical arm 36 is a sleeve 33, tile 
Outer Surface of which is threaded thiroughout the 
major polition thereof, Which threaded portion 
is in Screw threaded engageinent With the cen 
tral opening provided in the arrin 38. The free 
end of Said threaded sleeve is adaptad to bear at 
all times against the arcuate portion 15, as shown 
at 39', in Figure 3 of the diaWings, Wine: eby 
the rotation of Said threaded sleeve 38 in a right 
hand direction as viewed in Figure 3 will cause a 
movement to the left of the bracket, 33, and the 
rotation of Said sleeve in a left hand direction as 
viewed in Figure 3 will cause a noverent to tie 
right of said bracket 33, and since the 
rigidly Secured to Said bracket the Sarine will nove 
With the bracket upon the actuation of the sleeve 
38. 

Extending through the sleeve 38 is a neinier in 
the form of a bolt, which is designated 
numeral 39, said member 39 being threaded on 
the outer Surface thereof, which threasis are in 
engagement. With a threaded opening provided in 
the aircuate portion i5, the free end of said men 
ber 39 being secured to the clutch jaw 27 in sucia 
a nanner as to permit, the rotation of tine Saime 
Without becoming disengaged from Said clutch 
ja.W. 
the outer end of the sleeve 38 and is provided with 
a head 40, through which extends the pin 41 by : 
means of which the said member 39 may be con 
veniently and readily rotated. A spirai Spiring 43 
is disposed between the head 40 and the free end 
of the sleeve 33. A pair of dia:inetirically opposed 
slots 43 are provided adjacent the free end of the 
sleeve 38, Said slots receiving therein the free elds 
Of a pin 44, extending through the meine' 39. 
By reason of the provision of the pin 44, it will 
be obvious that the rotation of the neirba' 39 
will impart a similar rotation in the sa, 
tion to the sleeve 33, the said sleeve 33 traveling 
longitudinally of the member 39, said longitudinal 
movement being permitted by the elongated 
slotS 43. 

It will thus be noted that upon 

in Figure 3, the member 39 will cause the jaw 27 
to move inwardly towards the canter of the Sup 
porting sleeve 13, while at the same tie the rota 
tion of the sleeve 38 Will cause a loveilert in 
wardly towards the center of the Supporting 
sleeve of the jaw 26, whereby the said jaws inay 
be brought together to the desired point to clanp 
therebetween the rolled up shade 33", said shade 
being disposed at all times in the exact center 

y the . 

One end of Said member 39 extends beyond 

me direc 

the rotatic in '' 
of the head 40 in a clockwise direction as viewed 
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of the Supporting sleeve, this being the case re 
gardless of the size of the diameter of the rolled 
up shade. 

Similarly the movement in a counter clockwise 
direction of the head 40 will cause a separation 
of the jaws 26 and 27, whereby the shade 33 may 
be readily removed from the device. 
The free end of the supporting sleeve 13 is pro 

Vided with an annular shoulder 45, said shoulder 
being clamped between a pair of ring member's 
46 and 47, said members being rigidly secured to 
each other by lineans of the bolts 48, or in Some 
other suitable and Well known mannel', the said 
ring 46 being provided adjacent the outer edge 
thereof With an annular groove for receiving said 
Shoulder 45, the remaining portion of the inner 
Wall of Said ring 46 being adapted to ride on the 
Outer Surface of the Supporting sleeve i3, where 
by the Said ring ileinbers 46 and 47 are revoluble 
On Said Supporting sleeve 13. The ring inenber 
47 is formed integral with a portion 49, which 
forms with a plate member 50 a Socketed handie 
upon which may be mounted in the arrangement 
to be presently described the cutting blade for 
cutting and trinning the shade 33', or similar 
rolled up material. As shown more clearly in 
Figure 1, the handle for actuating the cutting 
element comprises the plate members 49 and 50, 
which are held in spaced relation to each other 
by means of the filler blocks 51, to provide in 
said handle the longitudinal Socket 52, within 
which is disposed the plunger 53. The lower end 
of said plunger 53 is provided with the fattened 
portion 54, said lower end being secured in any 
Suitable imaniner, such for example aS by means 
of the Screw 55 to a substantially U shaped yoke 56. 
Adjacent the free ends of the arms of said yoke 
56 are provided the elongated slots 57, through 
which slots extend the Screws 58, which Screws 
are Secured to the face of the ring meinber 47, 
said ScieWS 58 and slots 57 cooperating With each 
other for guiding Said yoke in its up and down 
inoVement. 
The upper end of the plunger 53 is adapted to 

extend above the upper end of the handle, the 
free end of said plunger having a cap 59 provided 
thereoin. The Socket 52 is closed at both ends 
as shown inhore clearly in Figure 6 of the draw 
ings, and has confined therein the Spiral Spring 
60, which surrounds said plungel 53 and which 
is adapted for normally forcing said plunger 
With its associated parts towards the center of 
the Supporting sleeve and against the rolled up 
insterial that hay be Supported withiin Said sleeve. 
The yoke 56 has detachably Secured theireto a 

in einer 63, betweein which meinbei and the yoke 
inay be detachably Secured in operative position 
a suitable citting blade 62. As illustrated more 
clearly in Figure 1 of the drawings the said 
blade 62 is securely held in operative position 
between the members 61 and 56 by means of 
the Screws 63, which Screws extend through said 
none's. The arrangement of this construction 
is Sulcin as to peinlit the use of a discarded or 
new raZO blade of any Standard construction as 
the cutting element, of iny improved device. By 
merely ioosening the screw 63 the said blade may 
be leadily leinoved and another blade inserted in 
its place. A novel and in proved means is also 
provided for holding the plunger 53 with its as 
Sociated parts in an inoperative position, in which 
position the biade will be moved outwardly to 
a point, where it will not interfere with the posi 
tioning and clamping of the rolled up shade in 
the device. 

3. 
3.n my improved embodiment, I have provided 

a substantially right angled pin.64, the horizontal 
portion of said pin, as shown more clearly in 
Figure 6, extending through the cap 53 and 
plunger 53, said horizontal portion being adapted 
for pivotal movement. By means of the cap 59 
the plunger 53 may be drawn in all outward di 
rection against the tension of the spring 60 until 

80 

the lower end of the vertical portion of the pin 
64 may be noved into the depiessioi) or notch 35 
provided therefor in the upper edge of the 
handle. 
When in that position the cutting blade Will 

be moved to an inoperative position, in Which 
position it will be held by the stop pin 64 intil 
the latter is released, at which time the said 
blade will be fed automatically towards the cen 
ter of the Supporting sleeve by the action of the 
spring 60. -- 

The operation of my device Will be readily 
understood from the foregoing description, taken 
in connection with the drawings hereto an inexed. 
he shade, or other similar materia having ceen 

Wound upon a roller, the end of which is to be 
trimmed is passed through the Supperting sleeve 
i3, the cutter blade having been previously with 
rawn to the position shown in Figure 3. The 

handle 40 is then actuated in the proper direc 
tion to rigidly camp, the shade between the 
clutch jaws 26 and 27, this clamping arrange 

85 

inent being also effective in accurately centering 
the shade in the supporting sleeve. The cutter 
is then released by exerting a pressure outwardly 
on the cap 59 and then pushing the stoppin 64 
sideways, whereby the Spiring 60 will be effective 4.it) in forcing in the cutter in an inward direction. 
The rotation of the handle upon the sleeve 3 will 
now cause a unifornia cutting of 
natesia by the blade 62. The end of the shade 
which projects beyond the citting blade will 
thus be smoothly and evenly trimined off, the 
knife being gradually fed by the Spring 60 until 
the operation has been completed. 

It will thus be readily apparent that, I have 
provided a device for cutting or trinaming window 
shades, or any other rolled up material, wherein 
the material to be cut or triinned is fixedly held 
in the exact center of a Supporting sleeve, While 
ths cutter is made to rotate about the Sane With 
the result that the Shade Will be Snoothly and , 
evenly trimmed off. By reason of the Spring 
pressed arrangement of the cutting blade, the 
Sane Will be gradually and automatically fed 
by the spring towards the center of the support. 
ing sleeve as the handle supporting the same is rotated on said sleeve. 

It Wii also be noted that the construction de 
vised makes for economical production, particul 
larly in view of the fact that the cutting blade 
employed in the device may be a discarded safety 
razorbade of Standard and Well known construc 
tion, said blade being readily removable, thereby 
making it convenient to replace the same whein 
ever found necessary or desirable. Obviously any 
other type of cutting blade, or even a specially it 

the rolled up 

- . ." 

built blade may be employed with the device. I. 
have found, however, that very satisfactory re 
Sults may be had by the use of discarded safety 
razor blades. 

It will further be noted that by holding the . . 
rolled up shade in a fixed position in the Sup 
porting sleeve the mechanism required for sup 
porting the same is a great deal more simplified 
than that which Would be necessary Were the 
shade to rotate and the cutter held in a stationary 2.5i 
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position. Attention is also directed to the simpli 
fied Construction of the clutch jaws, which con 
stiuction is so arranged as to permit by the actua 
tion of a single operating knob to not only rigidly 
secure the rolled up shade in place in the Sup 
polting sleeve, but also to accurately center the 
same in said sleeve so that the rotation of the 
cutter will result in a uniform cut around Said 
Shade. 

It is believed that my invention, its mode of 
construction and assembly and many of its ad 
Vantages should be readily understood from the 
foregoing without further description, and should 
also be manifest that While a preferred embodi 
ment of the invention has been shown and de 
Scribed for illustrative purposes, the structural 
details are, nevertheless, capable of Wide varia 
tion. Within the purview of my inventioil as de 
fined in the appended claim.S. 
What I clain and desire to Secure by Letters 

Patent of the United States is:- 
1. In a device of the character described, the 

combination of a Supporting sleeve, a ring rev 
oluble thereon and having a radially extending 
handle, a socket extending longitudinally through 
Said handle, a Spring pieSSed Stein in Ounted Slid 
ingly within said socket, and neans provided at 
the lower end of Said stem for detachably holding 
in operative position a safety razor blade, which 
razor blade forms the cutting blade for the de 
vice, said cutting blade being adapted for nove 
ment inwardly towards the center of Said Sup 
porting sleeve and across the open end of the 
Same, and being disposed entirely outside of said 
socket. 

2. In a device of the character described, the 
combination of a supporting sleeve, a ring rotat 
able thereon and having a radially extending 
handle provided with a socket extending longi 
tudinally therethrough, a Spring pressed stem 
mounted slidingly within said socket, a safety 
razor blade Secured detachably at the lower end 
of said stem to form the cutting element, Said 
cutting blade being disposed when in operative 
position entirely outside of Said Socket and being 
adapted for movement inwardly towards the cen 
ter of Said Supporting sleeve and acroSS the Open 
end thereof, and means for Securely holding the 
shade while the same is being trimmed, said last 
mentioned means being effective for accurately 
centering the said shade Within the Supporting 
sleeve. - 

3. In a device of the character described, the 
combination of a bracket having means aSSO 
ciated therewith whereby the Sane may be de 
tachably secured to a Suitable Support, claimping 
jaws adapted to engage the material to be oper 
ated upon carried by Said bracket, a Supporting 
sleeve for said material also carried by Said 
bracket, means associated With Said clamping 
jaws for accurately centering said material With 
in said Supporting sleeve, a revoluble cutter en 
ploying a safety razor blade carried by Said Sup 
porting sleeve and a pair of co-operating clamp 
ing members between which said razor blade may 
be detachably secured, said cutter being adapted 
for gradual movement inwardly towards the 
center of said supporting sleeve and across the 
open end thereof. 

4. In a device of the character described, the 
combination of a Supporting sleeve, a ring 
mounted revolubly on said sleeve and having a 
socketed handle, a plunger mounted slidingly 
in the socket of the handle and having a yoke 
secured to the lower end thereof, Said yoke be 
ing adapted for radial movement acroSS the 

1,925,125 
face of Said ring, a cutter including a safety 
razor blade detachably secured to said yoke for 
movement therewith, said cutter extending across 
the Open end of Said Supporting sleeve, and means 
for forcing the Said plunger and cutter in an 
inward direction towards the center of said Sup 
porting sleeve. 

5. in a device of the class described, the com 
bination of a bracket having means provided 
thereon for detachable engagement with a suit 
able Support, a Supporting sleeve carried by Said 
bracket, a pair of slidable cooperating jaws 
mounted in Said bracket and adapted for engag 
ing the material to be operated upon, means for 
actuating said jaws whereby the same will se 
curely clamp the material within said support 
ing sleeve, Said Imeans being effective for accu 
rately ceintering said matelial within Said sleeve, 
a revoluble ling having a socketed handle, and 
cutting means including a detachably secured 
Safety razor blade associated with said handle, 
Said Safety razor blade being disposed between 
a pair of clainping inenbei's having means asso 
ciated therewith for rigidly Securing the blade 
theleibetween. 

6. In a device of the character described, the 
combination of a Supporting sleeve, means asso 
ciated With Said sleeve for Securely holding there 
in in the exagt center thereof the rolled up mate 
rial to be trimned, a revoluble cutter employing 
a safety razor blade carried by said sleeve adapted 
for cutting uniformly into the said rolled up 
material as the Said cutter is rotated about the 
sleeve, and a pair of co-operating clamping mem 
bers between which said Safety razor blade is 
2.dapted to be detachably Secured in operative 
position. 

7. in a device of the character described, the 
combination of a Supporting sleeve, means asso 
ciated with Said supporting sleeve for Seculely 
holding therein in the exact center thereof the 
rolled up in atterial to be trinned, a revoluble 
cutter including a detachably secured safety razor 
blade mounted on said sleeve, a pair of co-operat 
ing clamping mennbel's between Which Said Safety 
razor blade ray be detachably Secured in Opera 
tive position, nealins for rotating Said cutter, and 
means for automatically feeding Said cutter to 
Wards the center of the sleeve and across the open 
end of said sleeve. 

8. In a device of the character described, the 
conbination of a Supporting sleeve, means aSSo 
ciated thereWith for Securely holding therein in 
the exact center thereof the material to be 
trinned, a revoluicle ring mounted on said sleeve 
for rotation thereon, a handle for rotating said 
ring, a safety ia Zor blade disposed adjacent the 
Outer face of Said ring and being adapted for 
radial movement thereon, a pair of clamping 
members between which the body of the blade 
may be detachably secured in operative position, 
Spring means for forcing the Said cutting blade 
in an inward direction towards the center of Said 
sleeve, and releasable means for limiting the in 
Ward movement of Said blade. 

9. In a device of the character described, the 
combination of a Supporting sleeve, neans aSSO 
ciated therewith for Securely locking theirein in 
Substantially the exact center thereof the rolled 
up material to be triinned, a revoluble ring hav 
ing a radial extension mounted on said sleeve, a 
stem slidably mounted on Said radial extension, 
a Safety razor blade Secured by means of a pair 
of co-operating clamping members to the lower 
end of said stem, said cutting blade being dis 
posed for movement towards the Center of Said 
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iring, guide means for guiding said blade in its 
movement towards and away from the center of 
the ring, Spring means Surrounding said stem for 
noirmally uirging the Saiine in Wardly, and releas 
able means for retaining said cutting blade at the 
outward limit of its movement against the action of Said Spring. 

10. in a device of the character described, the 
combination of a supporting sleeve, a ring rev 
oluble thereon and having a radially extending 
handle, a socket extending longitudinally through 
said handle, a Spring pressed stem mounted slid 

5. 
ingly within said societ, the lower end of said 
stem extending beyond the lower free end of Said 
socket, means associated with said lower end of 
said stein comprising a pair of co-operating 
clamping members for detachably Securing in 
operative position a safety razor blade, the cut 
-ting edge of which is disposed adjacent the outer 
face of said ring, said blade being adapted for 
movement, inwardly towards the center of said 
supporting sleeve and across the open end of the 
Sale. 

ALERED WEISS. 
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