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(57) Abstract: An optical waveguide element according to the present invention has a composite substrate provided with:
a thin plate (1) in which an optical waveguide (10) is formed; and a holding substrate (4) to which the thin plate (1) is joined
with an intermediate layer (2) therebetween. The optical waveguide element is characterized in that: a level difference is
formed at a portion of side surfaces of the composite substrate; at the level difference, the position of a first side surface
(B1) including the thin plate (1) is retreated inward of the composite substrate from the position of a second side surface
(B2) including a holding substrate (3); and a protective film (PC) is disposed on the first side surface (B1).
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