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Ty all whom it may concern..

" Be it known that I, Frawx H. Hair, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Yonkers, in the county of Westchester
and State of New York, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Game
Appliances, of which the following is a
specification. '

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in game. appliances, and has relation
more particularly to a device of this general
character in the nature of a target, and the
object of the invention is to provide a device
of this general type of a simple and com-
paratively inexpensive nature having novel
and improved means whereby an object may
be effectively supported and maintained in
stable position without liability of shifting
or falling accidentally out of place, so as
to afford a clearly defined mark at which
an accurate aim may be taken, while at the
same time the supporting means is of such
structure as to present the least possible ob-
struction to the projectile, and to assure
ready disengagement of the object therefrom
in order that the same may drop immedi-
ately when struck by the projectile. '

The invention consists in certain novel
foatures of the construction, and combina-
tions and arrangements of the several parts
of the improved game appliance, whereby
certain important advantages are attained,
and the device is rendered simpler, less ex-
pensive and otherwise better adapted -and
more convenient for use, all as will be here-
inafter fully set forth:

The novel features of the invention will
be carefully defined in the claims.

In order that my improvements may be
the better understood, I will now proceed to
describe the invention with reference to the
accompanying drawings, wherein—

Figure 1 is a view in perspective of a
game appliance constructed in accordance
with my invention; Fig. 2 is a view partly
in section and partly in side elevation, illus-
trating in detail the supporting means set
forth in Fig. 1; and Fig. 3 is an enlarged
fragmentary bottom plan view of the sup-
porting means, as herein disclosed. -

The improved game appliance has sup-
porting means which includes a member 1
which may be produced with convenience
from an elongated piece or strip of flattened
metal of sufficient rigidity to afford an ef-
fective support for the object to be aimed

at, and to avoid becoming readily bent from
being struck by the projectile, yet possessed
of a certain degree of flexibility or pliability
to permit one end portion thereof, as indi-

cated at 2 in Fig. 2, to be suitably clenched

in or behind a supporting surface or body
3, upon which the supporting means is there-
by securely attached, so that its elongated
straight shank portion may project out-
ward horizontally or perpendicularly from
said surface or body 3, as clearly repre-
seated in the drawings, although I'do not
wish to be understood as limiting myself to
any particular form or manner of attach-
ment. :
The outer end portion of the flattened
strip from which the member 1 is formed
is provided with a downwardly directed
curved hool portion 4, integrally produced
thercon, and of substantially the full width
of the flattened strip, so as to afford at its
lower part a broad and smooth upper sur-
face, the extremity of its said lower part
being pointed, as indicated at 8, and ex-
tended rearwardly in a tangential direction
from the curved portion, and at a slight up-
ward inclination toward the supporting sur-
face or body 8, in such a way as to be adapt-
ed to pass readily through an elongated
opening or slot 10 produced at the upper
part of the object 9 to be supported, as in-
dicated in the drawings, so that said object
may be readily applied to or disengaged
from said hook portion. This structure of
the improved supporting means affords at
the outer end of the supporting surface a
heok shaped part the broad smooth upper
surface of the lower part 8 of which is
adapted to afford an effective support for
the object from falling outwardly or to-
ward the marksman, and being positioned
substantially in alinement with the hori-
zontaily extended stem or shanlk of the strip
or member 1, so as to offer the least possible
obstruction in the path of the projectile.
The formation of the supporting means
from flattened material also assures the pro-
vision of the broad flat surface at the lower
part. 8 of the hook shaped part 4 upon
which the supported or suspended object

rests in such a manner as to prevent oscilla-

tion or shifting of said object such as might
interfere with accurate aim. The elongated
horizontally extended shank portion of the
strip or member 1 also serves to position the
rearwardly directed pointed end 8- of the
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hook at a sufficient distance in advance of
the supporting surface or body 3 to assure
a sufficient intervening space back of the

point of the hook to permit the supported or

suspended object to be readily disengaged
from the hook portion when struck by the
projectile, and as herein shown the pointed
extremity of said hook portion is produced
by tapering the opposite sides or edges of
the metal strip reversely one to the other at
the point whereat!the object: 9 is supported, as
indicated at 7,7 on the drawings so as topre-
vent binding of the supported or suspended

object such as might occur were the same .
struck by the projectile at one side of its |

point of support upon the hook portion.

As herein illustrated, the object 9 to be
supported by the member 1 is in the nature
of a target, more particularly referred to
and set forth in my co-pending application
for patent executed on even date herewith;
but I do not wish to be understood as limit-
ing myself in any way as to the nature of
the object or target 9, as herein set forth,
other than that I produce in substantially
the wvertical plane occupied by the center

of gravity of the object or target 9 the trans-
versely elongated opening or aperture 10
adjacent to the:

positioned, preferably,
upper part of said object or target 9 and of
an extent but slightly in excess of the great-
est lateral dimension of the hook member
4 of the member 1.

As is believed to be fully shown in Fig. 1,
1t is to be observed that the object or target
9 is supported or suspended in operative
position by causing the flattened lower por-
tion 6 of the hook member 4 to extend

through the opening or aperture 10, and as

before stated, the upper inclination of the

rearwardly directed point of said hook por- |
tion or member 4 is such as to maintain the |

object or target 9 against displacement un-
der normal or ordinary conditions; but,
should any part of the target be forcibly
struck by the missile or projectile aimed
thereat ‘the upward and rearward inclina-

tion of said point of the hook portion or |

member 4 permits the object or target 9 to
pass or slide very readily from the hook por-
tion without hindrance or obstruction.

In order to afford additional rigidity te
the member 1 and to minimize the strain
at the point of attachment 2, I find it of ad-
vantage to extend the member 1 through a
reinforce or button 11 of predetermined
thickness and having its bottom face suit-

~ably secured, as by an adherent, to the ad-

60

Jacent face or side of the support 3.

From the foregoing description it will be |

- seen that the game appliance constructed in

accordance with my invention is of an ex-
tremely simple and comparatively inexpen-
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 sive nature, and is particularly well adapted

for use by reason of the effectiveness with
which an object is normally held against dis-

|- placement from the supporting member, and

by reason of the certainty of absolute dis-

- engagement of the object from the support-

ing means when such object is directly
struck by a missile or projectile and it will
also be obvious that the improved appliance
is susceptible of some change and modifi-

cation without material departure from the
principles and spirit of the invention; and

for this reason I do not wish to be under-
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stood as limiting myself to the precise for- -

mation and arrangement of the several parts
herein set forth in carrying out my inven-
tion in practice.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new and desire to secure by
Letters Patent is— :

- 1. A device of the character described
having a supporting member provided with
an elongated horizontally extended shank
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portion one end of which is adapted for at- -

tachment to a supporting surface, and the op-
posite forward end portion of which is pro-
vided with a downwardly directed hook like
portion having at its lower part a wide flat-
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tened surface whereon an object to be sup- -

ported is adapted to be detachably engaged
and prevented from accidental movement,
the extremity of said hook like portion being
directed rearwardly behind said flattened

95

supporting surface to facilitate slipping of -

the supported object rearwardly. out of en-
gagement therewith when struck by a missile.

2. A device of the character described
having a supporting member provided with

an elongated horizontally extended shank

portion, one end of which is adapted for at-
tachment to a supporting surface, and the
opposite forward end portion of which is

‘provided -with a downwardly directed hook

like portion having at its lower part a wide
flattened surface whereon an object to be
supported is adapted to be detachably en-
gaged and prevented from accidental move-
ment, the extremity of said hook like portion
being provided with opposite converging
edges affording a tapering point extended af
an inclination upward and rearwardly be-
hind said flattened supporting surface to fa-
cilitate slipping of the supported object rear-
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wardly out of engagement therewith when

struck by a missile.
- In'witness whereof I have hereunto signed
my name In the presence of two subscribing

witnesges.

FRANK H. HALL.

1
Witnesses:
I'ERDINAND STRAUSS,
W. E. Lawson.

: Copies of this.patent may h_e_obtained for five cents each, by addr.essing,the,“Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.” :
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