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This invention relates to food trays and it
has particular relation to a portable tray
adapted to be employed in conjunction with
a table, store counter or the like.

The main objects of the invention are to
provide a portable tray for retaining food,
articles of merchandise, and the like thereon
and which may be readily secured to or re-
moved from a supporting member such as a
table, store counter or the like; to provide a
food or merchandise tray which is suspended
from a table, counter or other supporting
member; to provide a portable tray of the

~ above character which, when mounted upon

. a counter. or the like, serves as a small table

for children; to provide a portable metal tray
of inexpensive construction, which is light
in weight and has non-rusting characteristies;
to provide a novel means for securing a port-
able tray upon a supporting member such
as a table or store counter; and to provide
a, portable tray which can be readily folded
into small and compact form.

" The above being among the objects of the
present invention, the same consists of certain
features of construction and combination of
parts to be hereinafter described with refer-

* ence to the accompanying drawing and then
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claims, having the above and other objects in
view.

In the accompanying drawing which illus-
trates a suitable embodiment of the present
invention, and in which like numerals refer
to like parts through the several different
views;

Fig. 1is a perspective view of a tray con-
structed according to one form of the inven-
tion and which is shown mounted on a store
counter or the like,

. Fig. 2 is an enlarged perspective view of
the tray shown in Fig. 1,

Fig. 8 is a perspective view of the tray
after it has been folded into compact form.

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary sectional view
taken substantially along line 4—4 of Fig. 2.

Fig. 5isa fragmentary sectional view taken
substantially along line 5—5 of Fig. 1, and

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary perspective view
of a modified form of a tray supporting arm

1931. Serial No. 547,662.

which may be utilized in place of the one
shown in the previous views.

In the broad aspects of the invention a tray
is provided which may be secured to a sup-
porting member and employed to carry or
retain articles of merchandise, food and the
like thereon.
ployed for supporting various' articles as
above stated, it is particularly adapted to
be employed as a child’s table or tray in and

around restaurants, soda fountains and the

like where the tables and counters are usually
of such height above the seats or chairs as

.to render it difficult for a child to serve itself

with food or refreshments. Hence a tray
which is or may be suspended from a table,
counter or the like to a point substantially
below the surface of the table or counter
makes it much easier to serve children in
restaurants, and other similar establishments.
Also, a tray of this general character sus-
pended from a supporting member may be
employed for displaying various forms of
merchandise, such as candy and the like.
Asshown in Fig. 1 a counter 10 is provided
with a horizontal top 11, having laterally
projecting edges 12 and 18 on opposite sides
of the counter, and which supports a tray
14, as will hereinafter be described. The
tray 14 may be formed from any rela-
tively thin material but preferably from ma-
terial generally known as Monel metal, be-

cause of its durability and its rust resisting

qualities and is provided, as shown in Fig-
ure 2, with a horizontally disposed article
retaining plate member 15. The latter is in-
tegrally or otherwise secured to an upward-
ly extending back plate 16, extending at right
angles to the member 15.

As it is desired to provide a tray of light
weight and yet provide a tray of substantial
rigidity, the back plate 16 and the element
15 are braced and supported by a pair of
members 17 formed integral therewith and

While the tray may be em-
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which extend from the side edges of the back 95

plate forwardly a substantial distance along
the side edges of the plate 15. In addition
to the edge supports 17 a relatively thin angle
plate 18 1s provided, the arms of which are
secured to the bottom and rear sides of the
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~ of substantially the same length as
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members 15 and 16 respectively. A l'at)e 212
ie bac

plate 16 is pivotally secured to the upper edge
of the latter by means of hinge elements 21.
A strap assembly 22 centrally disposed with

respect to the member 20 and rigidly secured

thereto is disposed at right angles to the
hinge for the purpose of securing the tray
to the counter 11. In this connection the

“assembly 22 terminates at its free end in &
. downwardly and reversely bent portion 23

which forms a hook to embrace the edge 13
of the top 11. To materially assist in main-

taining the tray on the counter an angle arm.
24 is secured to the rear side of the back

plate 16 and has one flange 25 thereof dis-

osed at right angles to the plate. This
Eange‘25 is so positioned that the distance be-
tween it and tﬁe plate 20 is substantially the
same as the thickness of the flange 12 of
the counter top 11, when mounted on the
counter. .

As shown in Fig. 1, in securing the tray
to the counter, the hook 23 is en%:iged with
the edge 13, with the strap assembly 22 dis-
posed in contacting relation with the top 11,
and the back plate 16 disposed substantially
as shown in dot-and-dash lines in Fig. 5,
after which the tray is swung downwardly
about its hinge 21 toward the counter, and the
flange 25 engaged with the under side of the
edge 12, thus firmly securing the tray on the
counter top 11 as shown in full lines in
Figs. 1-5. : ) 2

In addition to the clamping action effected
by the channel formed from the members 20
and 24 a clamping action may also be effected
by engagement of either the angle 24 adja-
cent the rear of the portion 16 with the outer
surface of the projecting portion 12 or else
by the engagement of the flange 25 with the
under side of said projecting portion. -More-
over the tray is so constructed that the weight
of any article placed on the portion 15 or any
pressure exerted against the tray by a child
when in use, increases the clamping action
of the channel formed by the elements 20 and
24, -

It will be noted that the channel formed
by the members 20 and 25 is identical to the
shape of the hook 23 and is movable toward
om the edge 12 of the top 11 so that it
only requires an upward movement of the
tray about its hinge joint from the top for
removing the tray from the counter.

To provide a tray that may be folded into

_compact form, as shown in Fig. 3, the strap

assembly 22 may consist of portions 27 and
28 pivotally secured together by means of
hinge elements 29. In providing the hinge
elements 29 it is preferable that the end
edges of the strap portions 27 and 28 abut
as indicated at 81 when the strap uniformly
contacts with the counter top, for the purpose
of providing a relatively rigid strap mem-
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ber when it is disposed in the positions shown
in Figs. 1 and 2.

As shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the front of
the portion 15 may be provided with an in-
.wardly curved edge 32 adapted to conform
to the curvature of a child’s body thus per-
mitting the tray to be disposed in close rela-
tion with respect to the child. Also,as shown
in the drawing, the. member 15 ma be pro-
vided with an upwardlﬂ extending ecf e flange
33 extending along the sides and front of
the member 15 for preventing food and the
like from being inadvertently removed or
spilled therefror.,

It will be understood that the strap ele-
ments 27 and 28 shown in Figs. 1 and 2 are
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provided for use on tables and counters of -

uniform width, and that to permit the em-
ployment of the tray in combination with
tables and counters of various widths and
extensible strap construction 84, as shown in
Fig. 6, or its equivalent, may be provided.
The strap construction 34 includes a portion
35 similar to the portion 28, previously de-
scribed, having a stud 36 which extends
through an elongated slot 37 of a strap
portion 38 slidably disposed on the portion
35, with the outer end thereof terminat-
ing in a hook 53. The strap portions 35 and
38 are maintained in the desired position by
means of a wing nut 39 threaded on the stud
36 which clamps the two parts together in
longitudinally adjusted position. '
From the foregoing description, it is ap-
parent that we have provided a portable tra
adapted to be employed as a ta%le for sma
children in which the tray cooperates with
a table or counter as a means for supporting
the same, thus providing a tray that is dis-
posed within easy reach of a small child.
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Moreover, as a result of the structural fea- -

tures and combination of parts as described

above, a tray is provided which may be read-

ily secured to or removed from a table or

counter and the tray may be collapsed into .

a compact form which requires a very small

space for its storage. It isalso apparent that

a tray constructed as described above may
be utilized for general purposes as well as a
food serving tray. :

In the following claims, where a counter
is specified, it will be understood that the
term is to be interpreted broadly enough to
include a table top or like planular surface
member. _ o

‘While we have shown in the drawing a par-

‘ticularly illustrative embodiment of our in-

vention, various modifications may be made
in the same, snd in the various features of
construction, without materially changing
the invention therein, and formal changes
may be made in the specific embodiment of
the invention described without departing
from the spirit or substance of the broad in-
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vention, the scope of which is commensurate
with the appended claims.

We claim:

1. A portable tray including a substan-
tially horizontal plate adapted to be disposed
below the top of a counter, an upwardly ex-
tending arm secured to the plate, a laterally
extendiug arm pivotally connected to the
upper end of the first mentioned arm, and
means on the last mentioned arm for releas-
able connection with said counter.

2. A portable tray including a substan-
tially horizontal plate adapted to be dis-
posed below the top of a counter, an up-
wardly extending arm secured to the plate,
a laterally extending arm pivotally connect-
ed to the upper end of the first mentioned arm,
and a hook on one of the arms for engaging
an edge portion of the counter.

3. A portable tray including a substan-
tially horizontal plate adapteg to be dis-
posed below the plane of a counter, an arm
extending upwardly from the rear of said
plate, a laterally extending arm pivotally
mounted on the upper end of the first men-
tioned arm, the last mentioned arm includ-
ing a hook at the free end thereof for engage-
ment over an edge of the counter, and a lat-
erally extending flange projecting from the
first mentioned arm, said flange co-acting
with the last mentioned arm to %’orm a chan-
nel member cooperating with said hook for
releasably securing the tray to the counter.

In testimony whereof we affix our signa-

ture.
- THOMAS E. LANE.
CHARLES H. WELCH, Jr.



