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To all, whom it may concern. 
Beit known that I, THOMAS J. S.HEARER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at In 
dianapolis, in the county of Marion and State 

5 of Indiana, have invented a new and useful 
Improvement in Cisterns, of which the fol lowing is a specification. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

Cisterns for the storage of water, of that class 
Io that are constructed from clay, burned, glazed 

or vitrified, in sections impervious to water 
and adapted to fit one upon another, and 
consists in the form of construction herein 
after described and pointed out in the claim. 
The objects of my invention are to produce 

a cistern lining that can be put in place with 
out the assistance of skilled mechanics, that 
does away with the use of brick, stone or 
cement and is cheap and durable, not likely 

2O to leak and that will prevent surface water 
from seeping in, thus insuring pure water. 
These objects are obtained by the construc 
tion illustrated in the accompanying draw 
ings, Wherein corresponding letters of refer 

25 ence indicate corresponding parts in all the 
figures of the drawings. 

Figure 1,is a vertical sectional view of the 
cistern as it appears when placed in posi 
tion, Fig. 2, is a perspective view of the top 

3o Section. Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the 
central Section and Fig. 4 is a perspective 
view of the bottom section. 
The top section A, is oval in shape and is 

provided with the short neckb, the top of said 
5 neck having an angular lip c which provides 
the flat surface or seat d upon which a suit 
able cover can rest. The lip c, is intended 
to extend above the ground to a sufficient 
height to prevent surface water from leaking 

40 in around the cover. 
Water inlete, which is provided with a circu 
lar lip or raised ring f, there being a space 
between the lipf and the edge of the inlet 
Opening e. A water filter g, can be placed 

45 near the cistern and connected thereto by 
the inlet pipe h. The lower edge i, of the 
top portion A, is made perfectly straight and 
Smooth. 
The central section B is circular in shape 

5o and is provided with an angular lip c' which 
is extended so as to leave a space k between 

In the top A, is the 

the inner edge of the lip, and the outer edge 
of the section A, when the top has been 
placed in position thereon. The sides of the 
central section B, are perpendicular, the lower 
edge f' being perfectly straight and smooth 
The bottom section C is oval in shape and 

is provided with the angular lip c', similar 
to the lip c' on the central section B. The 
object of the spacek between the inner edge 
of the lips c, c' and c' is that the joints may 
be thoroughly closed by filling the space k. 
with cement m, as shown in Fig. 1. 

It will be seen that the above described con 
struction will form a perfectly water tight cis 
tern, and that the sections can be placed in 
position in a very short time without the aid 
of skilled labor. The expense of building 
will be greatly lessened and no unpleasant 
taste imparted to the water as does the cem 

55 

Go 

ent ordinarily used in the brick and mortar - 
cistern in common use. Another advantage 
is that the cistern can be put to immediate 
use without waiting for the mortar to dry, as 
is the case with the common cistern. 

It is obvious that the size of the cistern 
may be increased by placing one or more ad 
ditional central sections between the top and 
bottom sections. 
In the manufacture of the sections, the clay 

is burned and glazed or vitrified, which ren 
ders it perfectly water tight and very desir 
able for sanitary reasons. 
The oval shape of the top and bottom sec 

tions, gives great strength to the parts and 
lessens the liability of breakage in handling. 
Having described my invention, what I 

claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, 
S 
In a cistern the combination of the oval 

top section having neck b, the angular lip c, 
the water inlete, having the raised ringf, the 
perpendicular central section B, having the 
angular lip c', the oval bottom section C, hav 
ing the angular lip c', as shown and described. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto 

signed my name in the presence of two at 
testing witnesses, this 6th day of July, 1893. 

THOMAS J. S.HEARER. 
Witnesses: 

M. H. TUTTLE, 
H. E. PARAMORE, 
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