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being had to the accompanying drawing 
which shows the preferred embodiment of 
my invention, and in which : 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the hand 
bag embodying the invention, showing the 
same in opened position, . 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the same 
showing the relation of the parts of the bag 
when the same is in closed position, 

Fig. 3 is a view taken in cross-section in 
the plane of the line 3 -3, Fig. 2, 

Fig. 4 is a view taken in cross-section 
in the plane of the line 4-4, Fig. 2, 

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary view showing the 
handle construction taken in cross-section in 

· the planes of the broken line 5-5, Fig. 4, 

20 

and · 

Figs. 6 and 7 are perspective views show 
ing parts of the locking means for the strap 
and bag in open and closed positions. 

Referring now more in detail to the draw 
ings, the improved hand bag comprises a 
casing body having a front wall 10, a rear 
wail 11 and a bottom wall 12, all preferably. 
made of a single piece of sheet material bent 
into casing configuration and united to walls 
13 and 14 forming the end or side walls of 
the bag by sewing together the meeting or 
contiguous edges of the walls, as shown by 
the lines of stitching 15 and 16. The walls 
of the bag are made of a pliable material, 

, and preferably leather sufficiently rigid to 
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produce a non-collapsible or self-sustain 
ing structure substantially in the shape of 
an open-top parallelopipedon, as clearly 
shown in the drawings. For closing the 
open top, the bag is provided with a closure 
flap 17 attached to or integral with the rear 
wal 11 of the bag, and foldable over the 
front wall into overlying relation there 
with, as clearly shown, for example, in Figs. 
2-4 of the drawings. The end walls i3 and 
14 are provided at their upper ends with the 
free end flaps 13' and 14" which are fold 
able inwardly underneath the closure flap 
17 when the latter is moved to closed posi 
tion as shown in Fig. 2 of the drawings, 
and which are upwardly movable to permit 
access to the interior of the bag when the 
closure flap 17 is moved to open position, 
as shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings. 
As heretofore mentioned, a desideratum 

of the invention in producing a hand bag 
especially serviceable for light travel or 
short trips resides in the provision of a hand 
bag construction adapted to serve the func 
tions of a brief case and satchel, and to ac 
complish the desired result, the rectangular 
shaped bagisinteriorly subdivided into a rear 
compartment section 18 and a front compart 
ment section 19 by means of a partitioning 
wall 20, the rear compartment section 18 
being intended for papers, books or sales 
display samples, and the front compartment 
section 19 being intended for personal be 
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longings such as wearing apparel, toilet ar: 
ticles and the like required for short-period 
travel. · 

The partitioning wall 20 preferably em 
bodies a construction which permits the size 
of either compartment section to be in 
creased or diminished to suit the demands 
of the user, and to this end the partitioning 

· wall 20 comprises a sheet of flexible ma 
terial such as leather having a width greater 
than the width of the bag and having its 
lateral edges 20' and 20° secured to the op 
posite end walls 13 and 14, the said laterai 
edges being preferably joined to the united 
edges of the front and end walls by means 
of the aforesaid lines of stitching 15 and 16, 
as will be clearly apparent from a consid 
eration of Fig. 3 of the drawings. The pal' 
titioning wall 20 is also preferably attached 
to the bottom wall 12 of the bag by means 
of a line of stitching 21, said bottom Wali being preferably provided with a stifiening 
or reinforcing plate 22 also preferably made 
of leather and united as by stitching to the 
said bottom Wall 12. By means of this con 
struction, it will be seen that the partitioning 
wall may be moved relatively to either the 
front or rear wall so as to diminish or in 

| crease the size of the compartment sections 
18 or 19 to suit the demands of service. · 

It is desired to conceal the contents of the 
front or personal compartment 19, when the 
closure flap 17 is moved to opened position, 

' and to this end there is provided an in 
wardly directed flap 23 attached interiorly 
to the front wall 10, as by means of the line 
of stitching 24, and foldable over the par 
titioning wall 20 as shown in Fig. 4 of the 
drawings, the said flap 23 and the wall 20 
being provided with male and female fasten 
ing elements 25, the wall 20 being preferably 
provided with a plurality of male fastening 
elements to permit cooperation of the closure 
flap 23 with the partitioning wall in its 
adjustable positions. For holding toilet 
articles such as a tube of tooth paste, tooth 
brush or a razor, the front compartment sec 
tion 19 is preferably provided with a plu 
rality of pockets 26 formed by threading a 
strap 27 through slits 28, 28 provided in the 
partitioning wall 20, the ends of the straps 
being united to the joined edges of the front 
and end walls by means of the aforesaid 
lines of stitching 15 and 16. 
By means of this construction, it will be 

seen that both in carrying capacity and in 
interior compartment arrangement, the hand 
bag is capable of serving the double func 
tions of a brief case and hand bag, thus 
rendering the bag especially suitable for 
light travel or in the making of short trips 
or journeys. It will be further evident that 
upon opening the top closure flap 17, ready 
access will be gained to the papers, sales 
display samples or the like contained in the 
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rear compartment section 18 without dis 
closing to view the personal effects contained 
in the front compartment section 19, access. 
to the latter being had by opening the clo 
sure flap 23. It is also to be noted that the 
size of the bag, the relative dimensions of the 

· walls thereof and the character of the mate 
rial used are factors which not only con 
tribute in producing a bag of the desired 
carrying capacity, but in yielding a struc 
ture which is non-collapsible and self-sus 
taining in shape and form, and which re 
sists tendencies to alter the shape or distort 
the bag. 
As heretofore mentioned, a further object 

of the invention centers about the provision 
of a hand bag constructed to permit rapid and facile opening and closing, and locking 
and unlocking operations of the bag, afford 
ing quick and convenient manipulation of 
the same and ready access to the bag con 
tents. To produce this desired result, a sin gle fastening strap is employed for holding 
the bag closure in closed position, and a 
unitary or combined lock and buckle is uti 
lized for fastening the strap in position and 
for locking the bag, the said strap being 
designated in the figures as 29, cooperating 
with the combined buckle and lock generally 
designated as 30, the said strap being at 
tached to the walls of the bag so as to be 
threaded transversely of the bag through a 
plurality of strap receiving elements 31, 31 
arranged in a transverse row on the front 
bag wall 10. 
The strap receiving elements 31, 31 each | preferably comprisesa staple secured to the 
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front, wall 10 by means of a rear guard plate 
32 Stitched to the front wall, the opposite 
ends of the staple being held against the rear 
face of the front wall 10 by means of the 
guard plates in such a manner as to cause 
the said staples to project outwardly in 
planes normal to the plane of the front wall 
10, so that when the flap 17 is folded over 
the front wall 10, the slits 33, 33 in the flap 
will freely register with and receive the pro 
truding portions of the staples 31, as clearly 
shown in Figs, 2 4 of the drawings. The 
comparative thickness of the material of 
which the front wall 10 is fashioned, and 
the fitting size of the holes 34, 34 in the front 
wall 10 which receive the staples, assist in 
maintaining the said staples in the desired 
condition. It will be understood that to 
fasten the flap 17, the same is first moved 
into position overlying the front wall 10 

' with the staples 31 in registry with the slits 
60 

| 33, and the strap 29 is then threaded through 
the protruding portions of the staples and in 
overlying relation to the flap 17, as is appar 
ent from Figs. 2-4 of the drawings. 
In the preferred construction, the fasten 

ing means including the strap 29 and the 
lock and buckle 30 are permanently attached 

to the end or side walls 13 or 14 of the bag so 
as to free the front and rear walls from the 
same, producing a neat structure in which 
both the front and rear walls are left free to 
slide relatively to the clothes of the traveller 
without encountering protruding locking 
elements. Accordingly, the end of the strap 
29 is stitched as at 35 (Figs. 3 and 4) to the 
end wall 14 of the bag; and the lock and 
buckle 30 is attached to a stub strap 36 
which is similarly stitched, as at 37, to the 
opposite end wall 13 of the bag. 
This fastening means described, in addi 

tion to permitting rapid opening and clos 
ing of the bag, is designed to afford a num 
ber of advantages, both in structure and use, 

arranged the said fastening means bein 
transversely of the bag so as to free the top 
of the bag from all straps and locking de 
vices, permitting the carrying handle of the 
bag to be extended over the greater part 
of the width of the bag for affording ef 
ficient carrying support, the construction of 
the fastening means and its arrangement 
relatively to the supporting handle being 
furthermore such as to take up the sup 
porting forces and stresses, calculated to 

· prevent or minimize bag distortion and to 
assist in maintaining the bag as a self-sus 
taining structure in shape and form. These 
advantages will now be apparent from a 
consideration of Figs. 1-5 of the drawings, 
in which is shown the carrying or support 
ing handle 38 having its end points of at 
tachment 38 and 38° comparatively close to 
the end walls of the bag, thus affording a 
handle of wide expanse, the said handle ex 
tending over the greater part of the width 

· of the bag, permitting efficient carrying con 
trol of the bag as a whole. It will be fur 
ther noted that the staples 31 in engaging 
the bottom of the slits 33 distributively 
take up the supporting force exerted there 
on during the carrying of the bag, the same 
thus cooperating with the carrying handle 
38, contributing to minimize any bag dis 
torting tendencies and to produce efficient 
bag supporting means. · 

. We have found that the comparatively 
elongated handle 38 may be effectively at 
tached to the closure flap 17 by means of a 
single strip of flexible material 39.preferably 
made of leather extending substantially 
completely across and united to the under 
wall of the flap by means of the stitches 40, 
the said strip 39 being provided with two 
spaced upturned integral loop portions 39" 
and 39? extending through a pair of slits 41 
and 42 provided in the top of the closure flap 
17, the handle or hand grip ends 38 and 
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38” being attached to the loop portions 39' 
and 399 by means of the interposed rings 
43 and 44. The handle 38 is preferably made 
of multiple plies of leather stitched together 
and enclosing a stifening or reinforcing core 
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45, as shown for example in Fig. 4 of the 
drawings. By means of this construction, 
a single leatler strip readily sewed to the 
under wall of the flap suffices to support the 
stresses produced on the closure fap by the 
carrying handle and cooperates to maintain 
the parts of the bag in efficient condition. 
Tho conbined buckle and lock 30 previ 

ously referred to comprises a construction which permits the locking or bolting of the 
buckle, the buckle being thus employed as a 
lock for the bag. This buckle-lock comprises 
in the preferred construction a substantially 
rectangular frame having the side strips 30' 
and 30° and the end connecting rods 30* 
and 30', the former being attached to the 
stub strap 36 and the latter being intended 
for receiving the fastening strap 29 and for 
cooperating with the buckletongue 46, which 
is integral with a substantially rectangular 
block 47 pivoted to the side strips 30" and 
30? of the buckle frame 30. The lock and 
buckle frame are provided with nating lock 
ing elements in the form of a bolt 48 in the 
lock and a bolt receiving orifice A9 in the 
side strip 30' of the frame, the same coop 
erating for locking the strap and the bag, 
as shown in Figs, 2 and 7 of the drawings, 
unbolting of the lock permitting the buckle 
to be moved to the open position as shown 
in Figs. i and 6 of the drawings. The lock 
47 may be of any approved type operated 
by means of the key receivable by the key 
opening 50. 
The manner of making the improved hand 

bag of our invention and the many ad 
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vantages incident to the use thereof will in 
the main be fully apparent from the above 
detailed description thereof. It will be ap 
parent that the bag is capable of serving 
advantageously a number of uses in general 

| demand by travellers, the same functioning 
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as a combined hand bag and brief case hav 
ing the carrying capacity of the former and 
the ease of carrying manipulation and han 
dling of the latter. It will be further ap 
parent that the bag is fashioned or shaped 
so as to permit it to be readily placed in 
small confines, such as beneath a car seat. 
without interference with the body of the 
occupant of the seat, or in other locations, 
such as berth hammocks, which do not ac 
commodate satchels of known variety, the 
bag being designed and contoured so as to 
permit its being carried with maximum con 
Venience and ease in crowds without an 
noyance to neighboring pedestrians, per 
mitting substantially unimpeded and unde 
layed movement of the traveller. 
It will be further apparent that the parts 

of the bag are coordinated to permit rapid 
fastening and unfastening operations of the 
bag, manipulation of only one strap being 
necessary, and that the bag may be quickly 
locked or unlocked by locking the strap 
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fastening buckle. It will furthermore be 
seen that the improved structure of the 
carrying handle and the transversely ar 
ranged fastening means coordinate to pro 
duce a strong bag structure capable of with 
standing considerable use and of carrying a 
substantial load. The configuration, the 
character of the material employed in co 
operation with the other structural fea 
tures, contribute in producing a bag which 
may be manufactured at comparatively low 
cost and one which is noat and attractive in 
appearance. · 
While we have shown and described our 

invention in the preferred form, it will be 
apparent, that many changes and modifica 
tions may be made in the structure disclosed, 
without departing from the spirit of the in 
vention, defined in the following claims. 
We claim : 
1. In a hand bag, a front wall, a rear wall, 

end walls uniting the front and rear walls 
to form an open-top compartment, a closure 
for the top comprising a flap attached to 
the rear wall and foldable over the front 
wall, a partition subdividing the compart 
nent into front and rear compartment sec 
tions, and an inwardly turned flap attached 
to the front wall and foldable over the parti 
tion to function as a closure for the front 
compartment section, the said partition 
being formed by a flexible partitioning wall 
having its opposite edges joined to edges 
of the end walls and having lateral dimen 
sions greater than the corresponding dimen 
sion of the bag whereby the size of either 
compartment section may be changed at will. 

2. In a handbag, a front wall, a rear wall, 
end walls uniting the front and rear walls 
to form an open-top compartment, a closure 
for the top comprising a flap attached to 
the rear wall and foldable over the front 
wall, a partition subdividing the compart 
ment into front and rear compartment sec 
tions, an inwardly turned flap attached to 
the front wall and foldable over the parti 
tion to function as a closure for the front 
compartment section, the said partition 
being formed by a flexible partitioning wall 
having its opposite edges joined to edges 
of the end walls and having lateral dimen 
sions greater than the corresponding dimen 
sion of the bag whereby the size of either 
compartment section may be changed at 
will and a strap threaded through said partition to provide article receiving pockets. 

3. As a new article of manufacture, a hand bag comprising an integral body of 
sheet material having a short flap at one 
end thereof and a longer flap at the other 
end thereof, two oblong strips of sheet 
material stitched to the opposite longitu 
dinal edges of said body along lines inter 
mediate the flaps, said lines extending along 
the longitudinal edges of the oblong strips 

7 () 

75 

80 

85 

90 

95 

100 

10; 

lIO 

l15 

120 

25 

30 



5 

i,658,997 

from one end thereof to a point intermediate 
the ends, thereby providing a free flap por 
tion at one end of each of said strips, and a 
partition having two parallel edges at 
tached to said body ant to said strips by 
the above line of stitching, thereby forming 
a compartment that may be closed by the 
short flap and another compartment that 
may be closed by the long flap. 

4. As a new article of manufacture, a 
hand bag comprising an integral body of 
sheet material having a short flap at one end 
thereof and a longer flap at the other end 
thereof, two oblong strips of shoot material 

5 stitched to the opposite longitudinal edges 
of said body along lines internediate the 

· · · flaps, said lines extending along the longi 
tudinal edges of the oblong strips from one 
end thereof to a point intermediate the ends, 
hay providing a free flap portion at one 
end of each of said strips, and a partition 

· forming a compartment that may be closed so I y · 
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by the short flap and another compartment 
that may be closed by the long fiap. 

5. As a new article of nani actire, a hand bag comprising an integral body of sheet 
material having a short flap at one end thore 
of and a longer flap at the other end thereof, 
two oblong strips of shoot material stitched 
to the opposite longitudinal edges of said 
body along lines intermediate the flaps an 
extending along three edges of the oblong 
strips, and a partition having two paralla 
edges attached to said body and to said strips, thereby forming a compartnent that 
may be closed by the short flap and another 
compartment that may be closed by the 
long flap. · 

6. As a new article of manufacture, a hand bag comprising an integral body of 
sheet material having a short flap at one 
end thereof and a longer flap at the other 
end thereof, two oblong strips of sheet ma 
terial, a buckle attached to one of said strips, 

i a ibigas to the other strip, both strips being stitched to the opposite longitu 
· dinal edges of said body along lines intor 
· mediate the flaps, said lines extending along 
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the longitudinal edges of the oblong strips, 
from one end thereof to a point intermediato 
the ends, thereby providing a free flap por 
tion at one end of each of said strips, a par 
tition having two parallel edges attachoil to 
said body and to said strips by the above 
line of stitching, thereby forming a com 
partment that may be closed by the short 
flap and another compartment that may be 
closed by the long flap, and a row of staples 
on the said body of sheet material disposed 
transversely and below said short flap, co. 
operating with slots in said long flap and 
with said strap and buckle to fasten the long flap. 
i Asa new article of manufacture, a hand 

bag comprising an integral body of sheet 

| a stra 

material having a short flap at one end 
thereof and a longer flap at the other end 
thereof, two oblong strips of sheet material, 
a buckle attached to one of said strips, a 
strap attached to the other strip, both strips to 
being stitched to the opposite longitudinal 
edges of said body along lines internediate 
the flaps, said lines extending along the lon 
gitudinal edges of the oblong strips, from 
one end thereof to a point intermediate the 75 
ends, thereby providing a free flap portion 
at one end of each of said strips, a partition 
forming a compartment that may be closed 
by the short flap and another compartinent 
that inay be closed by the long flap, and a 80 
row of staples on the said body of sheet ma 
terial disposed transversely and below said 
short flap, cooperating with slots in said long 
flap and with said strap and buckle to fasten 
the long flap. · 

8. As a new article of manufacture, a 
hand bag comprising an integral body of 
sheet material having a short flap at one 
end thereof and a longer flap at the other~ 
end thereof, two oblong strips of sheet ma- 90 
terial, a buckle attachettooie of said strips, 

attached to the other strip, both 
strips boing stitched to tho opposite longitu 
dinal edges of said body along lines inter 
mediate the flaps, said lines extending along 
the longitudinal edges of the oblong strips, 
from one end thereof to a point intermeliate 
the ends, thereby providing a free flap por 

· tion at one end of each of said strips, and a 
row of staples on the said body of sheet na 
terial disposed transvorsely and below said 
short flap, cooperating with slots in said long 
flap and with said strap and buckle to fasten 
the long flap. · 

9. As a new article of manufacture, a 
hand bag comprising an integral body of 
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^ sheet material having a short flap at one and 
thereof and a longor flap at the other end 
thereof, two oblong strips of shoot material, 
a buckle attached to one of said strips, a 
strap attached to the other strip both strips 
being stitched to the opposite longitudinal 
edges of said body along lines intermediate 
the flaps, said lines extending along three 

· edges of the oblong strips, a partition having 
two parallel edges attached to said body 
and to said strip by the above line of stitch ing, thereby forming a compartment that 
may be closed by the short flap and other 
compartment that may be closed by the long 120 
flap and a row of staples on the said body . 
of sheet material disposed transversely and 
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| below said short flap, cooperating with slots 
in said long flap and with said strap and 
buckle to fasten the long flap. 

Signed at Philadelphia in the county of 
Philadelphia and State of Pennsylvania, this 
26th day of October A. D. 1925. · 

· WILLIAM H. MULFORD. 
· AARON S. BELBER. 
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