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Box No.II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable {Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claimg under Article 17(2)(a) for the following
Teasons:

1. I:l Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

the subject matter listed in Rule 39 on which, under Article 17(2)(a)(i), an international search is not required to be
carried out, including

2. I:l Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. |:| Claims Nos:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a)

Box No. Il Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

See Supplemental Box for Details

As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all
searchable claims,

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite
payment of additional fees.

As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

(] = [

4, |:| No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest |:| The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable,
the payment of a protest fee.

|:| The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable
protest fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

|:| No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Category* | Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages Relevant to claim No.

US 2020/0069434 Al (ZIMMER, INC.) 05 March 2020

X Figures 1-3, 8, 10; abstract, para [0011], [0028]-[0042], [0044]-[0053], [0036], [0059], 1-106
[0063], [0069]-[0070], [0073].
US 2007/0156241 Al (REILEY et al.) 05 July 2007

X Figures 18A-28, 34, 3641, 44-45, 54-57, 64; para [0109]-[0117], [0125]-[0133], 1-106
[0144], [0147].
US 10368914 B2 ( IN QUEUE INNOVATIONS, LLC) 06 August 2019

X Figures 4-6, 15-16, 18-21; col 5 line 29- col 6 ling 26, col 8 line 64- ¢ol 9 line 2, col 9 1-106
lines 34-63.
RU 2115382 C1 (IVASHCHENKO OLEG NIKOLAEVICH) 20 July 1998

X Figures 1-4; whole document (English translation obtained from EPO translation). 1-106
US 10376367 B2 (FIRST RAY, LLC) 13 August 2019

X Figures 1A-1B, 24, 27-40, 54-57; col 3 line 40-col 5 ling 61, col 8 lines 6-49, col 10 1-106

lines 37-41.
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Supplemental Box

Continuation of: Box ITI
This Application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does not relate to one invention or to a
group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept.

This Authority has found that there are different inventions based on the following featres that separate the claims into distinct
£Ioups:

Group (1); Claims 1-104 are directed to a stemless implantable device wherein the features including a flexible conmector;
optionally comprising a proximal transverse fixation system; and optionally comprsing a distal transverse fixation system,
optionally wherein the flexible connector is attached at one end to the proximal fixation system and attached at the other end to the
distal fixation system are specific to this group of claims.

Group (2): Claim 105 is directed to a system for affixing a rod to a flexible connector wherein the features including a hollow
cylinder with an arc opening of approximately 0.2 radians and with flanges substantially parallel to one another protruding from the
edges of the rod, the flanges being configured to secure a flexible connector within the sectional profile of the hollow cylinder are
specific to this group of claims,

Group (3): Claim 106 is directed to a system for affixing a flexible connector wherein the features including a cannulated screw
anchor with longitudinal slot with an arc opening of approximately 0.2 radians are specific to this group of claims.

PCT Rule 13.2, first sentence, states that unity of inwvention is only fulfilled when there is a technical relationship among the
claimed inventions involving one or more of the same or corresponding special technical features. PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence,
defings a special technical feature as a feature which makes a contribution over the prior art.

When there is no special technical feature common to all the claimed inventions there is no unity of invention. In the above groups
of claims, the identified features may have the potential to make a contribution over the prior art but are not commeon to all the
claimed inventions and therefore cannot provide the required technical relationship,

The only feature common to all of the claimed inventions and which provides a technical relationship among them is a flexible
connector.

However it is considered that this feature is generic in this particular art. Therefore in this light this common feature cannot be a

special technical feature. Hence there is no special technical feature common to all the claimed inventions and the requirements for
unity of invention are consequently not satisfied a priori.
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